
The Mystery of  the Only Begotten  
In Eternity Past?

Luke 1:34,35. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not 
a man? 35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. See Heb. 1:5 
below.

   Note: There have been miracle births, but not without knowing a man:—Sara and 
Abraham, Hannah and Elkanah, Zacharias and Elisabeth, etc,. This birth is the 
pivotal point in eternity for humanity by which Christ will ever after bear human 
flesh. That God changed forever for us! Zech. 13:6. Therefore there was a change 
in the narrative concerning Him, as God and then as Son in the Old and New 
Testament. In order to reach mans understanding of the significance of the change 
of Gods person, we have marked description, an illustration was also introduced of 
the union existing between them, God. Us, Our, plural Gen. 1:26. 1John 5:7. John 
14:16. Those who place this begotten in eternity past PRODUCE NO EVIDENCE 
from scripture of what they claim. So, as they of the New Testament speak of their 
Wonderfull gift to man they use terms that did not exist in the Old Testament of 
them. Why is it that “this day I have begotten thee” Ps. 2:7., and  etc., in the Old 
Testament were prophecies of Future fulfillment and not descriptions of eternity 
past? Because it was future. And this is how Ps. 2:7 is used as fulfilled in the 
Apostles day and not past.

John 8:14 . . . I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I 
come, and whither I go. . . 42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye 
would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of 
myself, but he sent me. See 13:3;16:27-30;17:8,5;7:28.

Luke 1:34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a 
man? 35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also 
that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.

Note: “Shall be called,” is not before this event, and can only be after. If before the 
Angel would have said “is called the son of God”! This is the point in time and 
none other that Jesus became the Son of God. Who that before His birth had no 



beginning and will have no ending. Rev. 1:18; Heb. 7:3.

All this displeased His brothers. Being older than Jesus, they felt that He should 
be under their dictation. They charged Him with thinking Himself superior to 
them, and reproved Him for setting Himself above their teachers and the priests 
and rulers of the people. Often they threatened and tried to intimidate Him; but He 
passed on, making the Scriptures His guide. DA 87.2 See Gen. 37:6,9.

Note: Jesus was Mary’s only son. John 19:26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, 
and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, 
behold thy son! 27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from 
that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. Jesus was the first, only 
begotten of Mary, as well as God’s. 

Mattew 1:16 And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born 
Jesus, who is called Christ. Born of Mary but begotten by whom? John. 8:41

Note: Dan.9:24,25. seventy weeks 490 years. This Commandment went forth in the 
fall 457 B.C. 9:25 7 weeks 49 years + threescore and two weeks 62 weeks 434 
years = 69 weeks, 483-457=Luke 3:1 Fall B.C. 457 to Fall of A.D. 27. (+10 
months 22 days).  9:26,27 confirm the covenant for 1 week 7 years, midst 3 1/ 2 
years Messiah cut off—486 1/2 ended spring of A.D. 31—Dan. 8:11;11:22.
   This commandment went forth approximately Oct. 22 of 457 B.C. It will be 
noted according to the calculation above that Jesus began His ministry 27 A.D. in 
the fall at the age of 30. His birth was in the fall in October of what we know as 3 
B.C. He declared Himself:—
   Mark 1:14 “ . . Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of 
God, 15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
repent ye, and believe the gospel. John 4:25 The woman saith unto him, I know 
that Messiah cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all 
things. 26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.
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The purpose of His Begotten is not in the resurrection, 
but Being Born Again.

Gal 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were under the law, that 
we might receive the adoption of sons. 6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 Wherefore thou 
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art no more a servant, but a son; and b of God through Christ.

Note: The Spirit of Christ is—the disposition to obey!

Diversion.
The Pastor.

Note: The Local SDA Pastor has conjectured Begotten means AT the resurrection, 
raised again. Acts 13:33, Rev. 1:5. And pointing to Ps. 2:7 as proof. The 
resurrection is made above all else This is the central pillar of the Sunday 
s t r u c t u r e — r e d e m p t i o n i s g r e a t e r t h a n c r e a t i o n . S e e : 
jna_AnExamination_gray.pdf.  but more his position the pioneers of the SDA 
church have dealt with from Sunday churches already. It will be noticed: The First 
thing Jesus did resurrection morning was? Go to the Father to see if His “Sacrifice” 
was acceptable. 

   Nor can it be urged that the resurrection day is the most remarkable day in the 
history of redemption. It needs but a word to prove that, in this respect, it is far 
exceeded by the day of the crucifixion. Which is the more remarkable event, the 
act of Jehovah in giving his beloved and only Son to die for a race of rebels, or the 
act of the Father in raising that beloved Son from the dead? There is only one 
answer that can be given: It was not remarkable that God should raise his Son 
from the dead; but the act of the Father in giving his Son to die for sinners was a 
spectacle of redeeming love on which the universe might gaze, and adore the 
wondrous love of God to all eternity. Who can wonder that the sun was vailed in 
darkness, and that all nature trembled at the sight! The crucifixion day, therefore, 
has far greater claims than the day of the resurrection. God has not enjoined the 
observance of either; and is it not a fearful act to make void the commandments of 
God by that wisdom which is folly in his sight? 1Cor.1:19,20. ESRS JN Andrews 
pg. 6.2 reprint 2.7.

Note: This point that the sun was darkened and all nature trembled—that the 
graves were opened not on the third day on His resurrection but on the crucifixion 
day. And also notice He was a son begotten before the crucifixion and resurrection, 
and not by the resurrection. He became the son Of God when He became the son of 
Man. Use this logic to Compare His birth to His resurrection. The Birth was 
announced “I bring you good tidings of great joy,” Myriads of Angels, wisemen, 
shepherds all came to His birth. Resurrection not announced “Why seek ye the 
living among the dead?” Matt. 28:7,10. Two angels and a few came to His 
selpuchre thinking He was still dead. Luke 2:All; 24:1-8 and John 20:2-14., the 
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disciples didn’t believe He had been resurrected. Mark 16:13. But what did He say 
and not say about His resurrection? Nothing about begotten or becoming a son 
upon resurrection day. After three days “the son of man shall He rise again. Matt. 
20:18;

Are these the same?
These refer to preeminence.

Was His pre-eminence gotten by the resurrection? NO!

Col. 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Rev. 1:5  first begotten of the dead. Strong’s  4416 firstborn born. 4413 beginning, 
best, first, foremost. As in His first begotten Son who rose from the dead. Not born 
of the dead.

   The First Begotten of the Dead.—This expression is parallel to 1 Corinthians 
15:20, 23; Hebrews 1:6; Romans 8:29; and Colossians 1:15, 18, where we find 
such expressions applied to Christ as “the first-fruits of them that slept,” “the first-
born among many brethren,” “the first-born of every creature,” and “the first-born 
from the dead.” But these expressions do not necessarily denote that he was the 
first in point of time to be raised from the dead; for others were raised before him. 
That would be a very unimportant point; but he was the chief and central figure 
of all who have come up from the grave; for it was by virtue of Christ’s coming, 
work, and resurrection, that any were raised before his time. In the purpose of God, 
he was the first in point of time as well as in importance; for it was not till after the 
purpose of Christ’s triumph over the grave was formed in the mind of God, who 
calleth those things that be not as though they were (Romans 4:17), that any were 
released from the power of death, by virtue of that great fact which was in due time 
to be accomplished. Christ is therefore called the “first-begotten of the dead” 
(chapter 1:5), the “first-fruits of them that slept” (1 Corinthians 15:20), the “first-
born among many brethren” (Romans 8:29), and “the first-born from the dead.” 
Colossians 1:18. In Acts 26:23 he is spoken of as “the first that should rise from the 
dead, and should show light unto the people,” or the first who by rising from the 
dead should show light unto the people. (See the Greek of this passage, and 
Bloomfield’s note thereon; also Here and Hereafter, chapter 17.) DAR 330.5.  

Ps. 2:7 is not a prophecy of His resurrection. 
This is speaking as born child Strong’s 3205,

Before His Resurrection at His birth.

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 



glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 18 
No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom 
of the Father, he hath declared him. 3:16 16 For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be saved.18 He that believeth on him 
is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. Strong’s 3439 only 
child—Son being mentioned by word not implied.

Note: How can it be said of those that they are followers of Jesus Christ the Son of 
God? Certainly they after His birth can be followers, but what of those before it, 
how would they also be able to follow Him that was not born yet, and was to 
become the Son? By the promise—this promise was first seen in Genesis. Before 
His birth He was not the Son. Gen. 3:15 “And I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.” The woman whom God put enmity between and satan was 
certainly Eve, but the seed of the woman, “it Christ” was certainly born/seed of 
Mary. When He became the son of man He then became the Son of God.  Luke 
1:34,35.

Webster. IT, pron. {ME. it, hit; AS, hit, neut. of he.] 1. The neuter singular form of the third 
person pronoun, corresponding to the masculine and feminine forms of he and she, and having 
the plural forms they, their, them; used (a) to represent anything regarded as having no sex and in 
situations where sex is not specified; as, water is transparent when it is pure. the bird has a tuft of 
feathers on its head; the child loves its toys; (b) impersonally, with no definite antecedent; as, it 
snows; to represent a clause or statement; as it is well known wood is combustible; it is best to be 
sincere; (d) to intensify the meaning of an instructive verb.; as, to rough it; to go it.

1John 4:9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent 
his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Strong’s 
3439 only born/child son—Son being mentioned by word not implied.

What would happen to His First Begotten from the dead Resurrection?

Had her people given heed to Christ's teaching, and received Him as the 
Saviour, Jerusalem would have “stood forever.” SJ 86.4

Before His resurrection

Heb. 1:5 For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to 



me a Son? 6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he 
saith, And let all the angels of God worship him. Verse 5—Strong’s 1080 bear., 
beget, be born, bring forth etc., it is not translated regenerate. Verse 6–4416. 
Firstborn Born 4413 beginning, best, first, foremost.—Son being mentioned by 
word not implied.

Note: God was born again in human flesh, and so we are born again in newness of 
life after His likeness.

His Son.

Acts 4:27 “For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, . .” 
30 “ . . that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.”

Isa. 9:6; Acts: 3:13,26;Rom. 1:3,9;5:10;8:3,28,32;1Cor. 1:9;Gal. 1:16;4:4,6; Col. 
1Thess. 1:10; Heb. 1:2;3:6; 1John 1:3,7;3:23;4:9,10; 5:9-11,20. Rev. 2:18. More 
than 25 time we’ll read how He bears the title of His son.

Ellen G White

   “He bringeth the firstbegotten into the world.” [Verse 6.] This 
is the incarnation of Christ. In and through Him the Father 
establishes the kingdom of heaven among men. 16LtMs, Ms 
151, 1901, par. 9

Acts 13:23 Of this man’s seed hath God according to His promise raised up a 
saviour unto Israel, Jesus. 32. And we declare unto you gald tidings, how that the 
promise which was made unto the fathers, 33 God hath fulfilled the same unto 
us their children, in that He hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the 
second Psalm, Thou art my son this day have I begotten thee, Zech. 6:13;9:11.

Note: Before man was created, one had agreed to lay aside His power and Self 
existence and offered to become a son of God and of man Matt. 23:11,12. So that 
Christ would take the possession. Rev. 19:16. And In Mark 2:28 we have an 
astounding statement that the one who created us and became the son of man, 
Created the 7th Day Sabbath so man could never forget Him. Mark 2:27.

The Child of Bethlehem, the meek and lowly Saviour, is God 



“manifest in the flesh.” 1 Timothy 3:16. DA 24.3

   1Tim. 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 4:1 Now the Spirit 
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; 
having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

Note:  1st God was manifest—His incarnation birth, 2nd Justified in the Spirit—
His baptism and ministry, 3rd received up—to heaven. Without controversy? from 
those who teach  He was Begotten in eternity past, or at His resurrection is a denial 
of His divinity. They claim it means the Father abiding in the Son. It could not be 
so that the Father was received up into Glory for He had never left It, constantly 
seen of those angels that minister unto Him. What proves to much proves nothing 
at all. If all these points in 1Tim. do not apply to the Father, then None of these are 
true of the Father. They are True of the Son.

Acts 17:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which 
he hath purchased with his own blood.

Note: Who’s Blood purchased the church? The Fathers? No, GOD THE SON! 
Verses “29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.” See 1John 4:1-3.

He was the only-begotten Son of God, who was one with the Father from the 
beginning. By him the worlds were made. ST May 28, 1894, par. 1

Note: Being one with God from the beginning He could only be the begotten 
Son by birth at His first advent.

   The incarnation of Jesus Christ, the divine son of God, “Christ in you, the hope 
of glory,” is the great theme of the gospel. “In Him dwelleth all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in Him.” Colossians 1:27; 2:9, 10. The 
acceptance or rejection of this vital truth is one of the divinely appointed tests of 
one who claims to have the gift of prophecy. CET 246.1

   What a love it is that appeals to fallen men! “God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 



have everlasting life.” God showed his love for us by adopting our nature, in the 
person of his Son. God himself inhabited humanity, making us partakers of the 
divine nature, that by the incarnation and death of his only begotten Son, our 
adoption as heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ might be fully accomplished. 
The origin of this wonderful achievement was his own spontaneous love. YI 
December 16, 1897, par. 3

Acts 2:24:1Cor. 15:14

Trinity4. WhoRaisedJesus.pdf

   The doctrine of the incarnation of Christ in human flesh is a mystery, “even the 
mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations” (Colossians 1:26). It 
is the great and profound mystery of godliness. “The Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us” (John 1:14). Christ took upon Himself human nature, a nature 
inferior to His heavenly nature. Nothing so shows the wonderful condescension 
of God as this. He “so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son” (John 
3:16). John presents this wonderful subject with such simplicity that all may grasp 
the ideas set forth, and be enlightened. 1SM 246.3; 

   This speck of a world was the scene of the incarnation and suffering of the Son of 
God. Christ did not go to worlds unfallen, but He came to this world, all seared and 
marred with the curse. The outlook was not favorable, but most discouraging. Yet 
“He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till He have set judgment in the earth.” Isaiah 
42:4. We must bear in mind the great joy manifested by the Shepherd at the 
recovery of the lost. He calls upon His neighbors: “Rejoice with Me; for I have 
found My sheep which was lost.” And all heaven echoes the note of joy. The 
Father Himself joys over the rescued one with singing. What a holy ecstasy of joy 
is expressed in this parable! That joy it is your privilege to share. 6T 124.3

My beloved Son in who I am well pleased.” Matt. 3:17:17:5. Luke 2:11.

Matt. 1:25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he 
called his name Jesus. Strong’s  4416 firstborn born. 4413 beginning, best, first, 
foremost. Son being mentioned by word not implied.

   THUS the divine Son of God came into this world—born of a woman. The 
mystery of his glorious incarnation is among the wonders which the angels desire 
to look into.  1Pet.1:11,12. Here the skeptic grows facetious, and the ribald scoffer 
waxes merry over his innuendos concerning the miraculous conception and birth of 
the Son of Man. Could such overcome the vacuity of their minds long enough to 
bestow a serious and sensible thought upon the subject, they might be asked, on the 
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hypothesis that a plan of redemption was to be devised, how they would propose to 
accomplish that purpose. Given this condition to be met, that a divine being is to 
come into this world on the plane of humanity, taking upon himself the nature of 
man, how would they have this change effected? Could there be a member of the 
human family not born of a woman? Could a divine being become a man among 
men without being born into this plane of existence?  And to this end, what kind 
of woman would be chosen? Would it be any other than a pure and lovely 
youthful virgin, as the Scriptures assure us the virgin Mary was, who was the 
mother of Jesus? Let, then, all cavilers retire abashed before the unavoidable 
conditions of the case, and the divine condescension revealed in its 
accomplishment. Instead of seeking some point at which to jeer and mock, as 
skeptics do, as the turkey-buzzard scans the landscape, not for its honeyed fruits 
and flowers, but for some putrid carcass on which to prey, the Christian enters 
rather into the spirit of the song which the angels sang, and the declaration made 
by the heavenly messenger when he said: "Behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." Luke 2:10,11. Pressed with a burden of 
sin, and a longing desire for freedom from its power, the thoughtful penitent is only 
too glad to know that a way was devised whereby a divine being, to be called 
"Jesus," because he would "save his people from their sins," could come to his help
—too glad for this, to be tempted to stop and indulge in ribald quibble over the 
means by which God chose to bring it to pass. { LUJ  US 25.1}

Exo. 13:1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Sanctify unto me all the 
firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of man 
and of beast: it is mine. Exo. 4:22,23; 11:5;12:12,29;13:2,13,15; Heb. 2:10.

Luke 1:34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a 
man? 35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. . . 2:7 And 
she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. . . 23 (As it is 
written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called 
holy to the Lord;) 3:23 And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, 
being (as was supposed) . . . . . . . . . . 38 which was the son of God.

Note: Was not He Mary’s firstborn-Begotten also? And not before was ever called 
the Son Of God. These cannot refer to a resurrection, in the following reference of 
Zecheriah is the Fathers view of Christ’s death—not the resurrection. The firstborn 
is “Whatsoever openeth the Womb” not whatsoever openeth the tomb—unless you 
accept the pagan view of the tomb. He did not become a Son by the resurrection, 



we do not either. GC 603.2 “As the teachings of spiritualism” See at time 1:40 Orkney, 
Scotland: Prehistoric Sites - YouTube  one only becomes moral at the resurrection note the 
symbolism. “are accepted by the churches, the restraint imposed upon the carnal heart is 
removed, and the profession of religion will become a cloak to conceal the basest iniquity. A 
belief in spiritual manifestations opens the door to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, and 
thus the influence of evil angels will be felt in the churches.” See GC 588.1 

Zech. 12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me 
whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his 
only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his 
firstborn. Isa. 9:6 “6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:” Matt. 12:8 
For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.

Rev. 22:116 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the 
churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.

Note: At what point does one become an offspring/begotten at their birth/born 
again or resurrection, the wicked are resurrected also. Here is another corruption of 
the Scriptures by the Pastor, that suffering; in purgatory will result in the salvation 
of the wicked at their resurrection because they are begotten from the dead. If 
Christ is begotten by a resurrection, what of those who are alive when He appears, 
are they then not begotten because some did not rise? Absurdities. By His Birth He 
became something that He was not, a new phase of His existence a new experience 
for His being; that we might become something that we are not, a new phase to 
ours. How fully has the Gospel been destroyed. It is in this sense that He taught a 
man must be born again, because He was born again. It cannot mean the 
resurrection because those “who are alive and remain,” have “not seen death,” 
therefore they are lost because they are not begotten from death—begotten from 
the dead  by the resurrection.

   We ought to consider ourselves responsible for every conclusion which may 
logically be drawn form our position. Therefore men ought to fear greatly when 
they take such a position as that which we now call in question, because it really 
removes the Spirit from the work of the gospel, as a Comforter as well as a 
reprover. We fear that such positions are taken because men are too easily satisfied 
with a nominal religion, destitute of the Spirit's power. {The Spirit Of God Its 
Offices and Manifestations. J.H. Waggoner. 1877. 15.2}

Let’s Continue beyond the Pastor.

Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
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John. 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18; “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth”

   Note: Simply put begotten is to be brought forth. Matt. 1:1-16. In verse 16 who 
brought forth Jesus? Begotten or Born of God!   See also born again. John 3:3,7. 
Redemptive plan.

Beget [bi’get]
verb  [begets, begetting; past, begot (-‘gat); past participle, begotten) with obj.} 
literary.
1. (typically of a man, sometimes of a man and woman) bring (a child) into 
existence by process of reproduction. 
2. give rise to; bring about; success begets further success.

   BORN, pp. of bear. baurn. Brought forth, as an animal. A very useful distinction 
is observed by good authors, who, in the sense of produced or brought forth, write 
this word born; but in the sense of carried, write it borne. This difference of 
orthography renders obvious the difference of pronunciation.
1. To be born, is to be produced or brought into life. "Man is born to trouble." A 
man born a prince or a beggar. It is followed by of, before the mother or ancestors.
Man that is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. Job 14:1.
2. To be born, or born again, is to be regenerated and renewed; to receive spiritual 
life. John 3:3-8.

   Strong’s Greek 3439—3441, 1096*—3306*
   1080 regenerate.  How would this apply to Christ Incarnate?

   Special Note: Greek 4594—“this day”at present, current or just passed, generally 
now, hither to—to this time. It therefore cannot mean some day in eternity past, 
for PROPHECY plainly declares the time He was to be born-begotten, At this 
time Dan. 9:25-27—when His ministry should begin at the age of 30 Num. 
4:3,23,30,35,39,43,47—Luke 3:23. Matt. 2:4. So take the prophecy of when His 
ministry was to begin A.D. 27—Luke 3:1, subtract 30 and here’s the begotten time 
BC 3!—LUJ US 190.1. John. 7:28 “Ye both know me, and ye know whence I am”

     The union of the divine with the human nature is one of the most precious 
and most mysterious truths of the plan of redemption. It is this of which Paul 
speaks when he says: "Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God 



was manifest in the flesh."  {5T 746.2}{DA 117.1,2} Not Adams nature before the 
fall of man.

   Silence fell upon the vast assembly. The name of God (Jehovah), given to Moses 
to express the idea of the eternal presence, had been claimed as His own by this 
Galilean Rabbi. He had announced Himself to be the self-existent One, He who 
had been promised to Israel, "whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
the days of eternity." Micah 5:2, margin.  {DA 469.5} 

     The world's Redeemer was equal with God. His authority was as the authority 
of God. He declared that he had no existence separate from the Father. The 
authority by which he spoke, and wrought miracles, was expressly his own, yet he 
assures us that he and the Father are one.--The Review and Herald, Jan. 7, 1890, p. 
1.  {7ABC 439.1} 
     Jehovah, the eternal, self-existent, uncreated One, Himself the source and 
sustainer of all, is alone entitled to supreme reverence and worship.--Patriarchs 
and Prophets, p. 305.  {7ABC 439.2} 
     Jehovah is the name given to Christ. "Behold, God is my salvation," writes the 
prophet Isaiah; "I will trust, and not be afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is my strength 
and my song; He also is become my salvation. Therefore with joy shall ye draw 
water out of the wells of salvation. And in that day ye shall say, Praise the Lord, 
call upon His name, declare His doings among the people, make mention that His 
name is exalted." "In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah: We have 
a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open ye the gates, 
that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in. Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee. Trust 
ye in the Lord forever; for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength."--The Signs 
of the Times, May 3, 1899, p. 2.  {7ABC 439.3} 

   Christ is the pre-existent, self-existent Son of God.... In speaking of his pre-
existence, Christ carries the mind back through dateless ages. He assures us that 
there never was a time when He was not in close fellowship with the eternal God. 
He to whose voice the Jews were then listening had been with God as one brought 
up with Him.--Signs of the Times, Aug. 29, 1900.  {Ev 615.2}  
     He was equal with God, infinite and omnipotent. . . . He is the eternal, self-
existent Son.--Manuscript 101, 1897.  {Ev 615.3} 



These are wonderfully solemn and significant statements. It was the Source of all 
mercy and pardon, peace and grace, the self-existent, eternal, unchangeable One, 
who visited His exiled servant on the isle that is called Patmos (MS 81, 1900).

 "Before Abraham was, I am." Christ is the pre-existent, self-existent Son of God. 
The message He gave to Moses to give to the children of Israel was, "Thus shalt 
thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you." The prophet 
Micah writes of Him, "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, tho thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of Thee shall He come forth unto Me that is to be ruler 
in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting."  {ST, 
August 29, 1900 par. 13} 

Note: Was He the “Son,” “Jesus,” “a Savior,” “Christ,” before He was Incarnate, 
before He had committed to that final act of salvation? In the Old Testament we 
have only promises of these things. As these He had a beginning. He was also the 
“Son of man.” Was He this before His incarnation? Understand that all these are at 
point of time “the incarnation,” attributes that He had not before.  Isa. 9:6. This is 
the sense-contexts used in the Quotes in this study.  He was, before He was 
begotten.

Heb. 7:2 . . . King of peace; 3 Without father, without mother, without descent, 
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of 
God; abideth a priest continually. . . 15 And it is yet far more evident: for that after 
the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, 16 Who is made, not 
after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life.

Note: Can this only refer to Melchisedec? If so where is he? Rather Melchisedec 
was made after the example of Christ Gen. 3:21. Melchisedec was not Christ and 
to whom can the reference of having neither beginning of days nor end of life—
endless life refer?

   THUS the divine Son of God came into this world—born of a woman. The 
mystery of his glorious incarnation is among the wonders which the angels desire 
to look into.  1Pet.1:11,12. Here the skeptic grows facetious, and the ribald scoffer 
waxes merry over his innuendos concerning the miraculous conception and birth of 
the Son of Man. Could such overcome the vacuity of their minds long enough to 



bestow a serious and sensible thought upon the subject, they might be asked, on the 
hypothesis that a plan of redemption was to be devised, how they would propose to 
accomplish that purpose. Given this condition to be met, that a divine being is to 
come into this world on the plane of humanity, taking upon himself the nature of 
man, how would they have this change effected? Could there be a member of the 
human family not born of a woman? Could a divine being become a man among 
men without being born into this plane of existence?  And to this end, what kind 
of woman would be chosen? Would it be any other than a pure and lovely 
youthful virgin, as the Scriptures assure us the virgin Mary was, who was the 
mother of Jesus? Let, then, all cavilers retire abashed before the unavoidable 
conditions of the case, and the divine condescension revealed in its 
accomplishment. Instead of seeking some point at which to jeer and mock, as 
skeptics do, as the turkey-buzzard scans the landscape, not for its honeyed fruits 
and flowers, but for some putrid carcass on which to prey, the Christian enters 
rather into the spirit of the song which the angels sang, and the declaration made 
by the heavenly messenger when he said: "Behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." Luke 2:10,11. Pressed with a burden of 
sin, and a longing desire for freedom from its power, the thoughtful penitent is only 
too glad to know that a way was devised whereby a divine being, to be called 
"Jesus," because he would "save his people from their sins," could come to his help
—too glad for this, to be tempted to stop and indulge in ribald quibble over the 
means by which God chose to bring it to pass. { LUJ  US 25.1}
   And what a puzzling problem to a godless world is this same Jesus! Virtually the 
question concerning him, has ever been, like that raised by Pilate, "What shall I do 
then with Jesus which is called Christ?  They look at his life, and find no flaw 
therein; no crevice in his character for the eye of suspicion to pry into; no spot 
on his garments for the tongue of slander, no lapse in word or deed for the sting 
of reproach.  What can they do with that unimpeachable life, and yet justify their 
own course of action in rejecting him?  If he was good, why not try to be like 
him?  If his life was high and holy, devoted to deeds of kindness and mercy, why 
not follow in his steps, and make our lives a benediction to the needy, and a 
blessing to the world?  Men rail at his earthly origin, as either fable or a crime, 
and yet pronounce him the best man that has ever lived, forgetting the 
inconsistency of supposing that from such a course would be likely to spring the 
most exalted character the world has ever seen.  They pronounce him a most 
excellent man, of the very highest integrity and virtue, forgetting that if he was 
not what he claimed to be, which they will not admit that he was, then he was 
one of the most stupendous impostors that ever deceived mankind.  Yes; what 
shall we do with Jesus, who is called the Christ?  If he was what he claimed to 
be, no one will be found reckless enough to deny that every prompting of 
wisdom, every principle of the simplest understanding, demands that we accept 



and follow him as our Lord and Master; and he can be rejected only at our 
certain peril.  But if he was not what he professed to be but was a most daring 
deceiver and impious impostor, asserting that he came down from heaven; that he 
was the Son of the Highest, holy, harmless, and undefiled; the way, the truth, and 
the life; the true vine and the true shepherd; the only way by which men could 
come to God, the only door into the heavenly fold;—if, putting forth such claims, 
he was all the while but a deluded, sinful, erring man, whence came his power to 
live the life he lived, and to attest his mission by the wonders he was able to 
perform?  He was either the best or the worst of men.  He could not be both at the 
same time.  If he was the worst, how comes it that he was supreme in every virtue 
and every quality which links man with the divine?  If he was the best, as even his 
bitterest foes are compelled to admit, why take a position concerning him, which 
makes him the worst?  What shall we do with Jesus who is called the Christ?  This 
question belongs to that class which never can be settled, till it is settled right; and 
he only settles this one aright who comes to him as a Saviour from his sins, takes 
his life for his example, his power for his strength, his righteousness for his merit, 
and his easy yoke and light burden upon his shoulders and upon his heart, and so 
finds rest unto his soul. { LUJ  US 26.1}

“When Christ left heaven to die for a lost world, he left behind, for the time being, 
his immortality also. but how could that be laid aside? That it was laid aside is 
sure, or he could not have died; but he did die, as a whole, as a divine being, as the 
Son of God, not in body only, while the spirit, the divinity, lived right on; for then 
the world would have only a human Saviour, a human sacrifice for its sins; but 
the prophet says that “his soul” was made “an offering for sin.” Isaiah 53:10. But 
how this could be done, is a question like a hundred other questions that might be 
asked concerning this heaven-devised transaction, the answers to which the finite 
mind could never grasp. The nature, though not the manner, of this marvelous 
event, Paul partially reveals in 1 Timothy 3:16: “And without controversy great is 
the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen 
of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into 
glory.” “The Word,” says John, “was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth.” John 1:14. Again we read: “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels for the suffering of death” (Hebrews 2:9), that is, that he might 
suffer death.” LUJ U.Smith 23.2.

He was in all things like unto us. Though He was God, He did not appear as 
God. He veiled the manifestations of Deity, which had commanded the homage 
and called forth the admiration of the universe. He divested Himself of the form 
of God, and in its stead took the form of man. He laid aside His glory, and for our 



sakes became poor, that we through His poverty might be rich. 17MR 339.1

   "I lay down My life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from Me, but I 
lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again." While as a member of the human family He was mortal, as God He was the 
fountain of life for the world. He could have withstood the advances of death, and 
refused to come under its dominion; but voluntarily He laid down His life, that 
He might bring life and immortality to light. He bore the sin of the world, endured 
its curse, yielded up His life as a sacrifice, that men might not eternally die. "Surely 
He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows. . . . He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all." Isa. 53:4-6. {DA 484.1}

Heretofore Peter had known Christ after the flesh, as many know Him now; but 
he was no more to be thus limited. He knew Him no more as he had known Him 
in his association with Him in humanity. He had loved Him as a man, as a heaven-
sent teacher; he now loved Him as God. He had been learning the lesson that to 
him Christ was all in all. Now he was prepared to share in his Lord's mission of 
sacrifice. When at last brought to the cross, he was, at his own request, crucified 
with his head downward. He thought it too great an honor to suffer in the same 
way as his Master did. DA 815.5

I will try to answer this important question: As God He could not be tempted: 
but as a man He could be tempted, and that strongly, and could yield to the 
temptations. His human nature must pass through the same test and trial Adam 
and Eve passed through. His human nature was created; it did not even possess 
the angelic powers. It was human, identical with our own. He was passing over 
the ground where Adam fell. He was now where, if He endured the test and trial in 
behalf of the fallen race, He would redeem Adam's disgraceful failure and fall, in 
our own humanity. 3SM 129.3

Begotten Into Human Flesh!

Heb. 2:16 For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him 
the seed of Abraham. 17. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.



Heb. 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God 
should taste death for every man

Matt. 1:23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

1John. 4:2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God. 3 And every spirit that confesseth not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in 
the world.

Phil. 2:7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a 
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross.

1Tim. 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory

      The temptations to which Christ was subjected were a terrible reality. As a free 
agent, He was placed on probation, with liberty to yield to Satan's temptations and 
work at cross-purposes with God. If this were not so, if it had not been possible for 
Him to fall, He could not have been tempted in all points as the human family is 
tempted. (YI Oct. 26, 1899).  {5BC 1082.5} Rev. 3:21.

The Prophecy of Begotten!

Isa. 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Isa. 28:16 Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a 
foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he 
that believeth shall not make haste. 



Isa. 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Jesus of Nazareth, 
of Galilee, Son of Man.He could not be A son of God or a son of man until He was 
born of God and man/Mary.

Note: At the Time He became the son of God He became the son of Man. “This 
day have I begotten thee” could not be in eternity passed for there was no days 
then. Or when He said this day did He mean 1000 years, a 1000 years have I 
begotten thee? Absurd! Pro. 8:22,23.

Gen. 22:1-14.

Heb. 1:5 For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to 
me a Son?
6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And 
let all the angels of God worship him. 1Peter. 1:3

Heb. 5:5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that 
said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee.

Heb. Hey 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac:and he that 
had received the promises offered up his only begotten son.

2Peter 1:17,18. For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there 
came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. 18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, 
when we were with him in the holy mount. Isa. 42:21; Matt. 3:17; 12:18; 17:5; 
Mark 1:11; Luke 3:22. Heb. 5:8—Isa. 7:15,16,22.

Acts. 13:33 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath 
raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee. Isa. 7:14.

   Note: Begotten, refers to the plan of redemption! Illustrated by Christ’s divinity 
clothed in humanity by birth, Seed of Abraham, come in the flesh!

A Begotten Purpose?

Ellen G White.



     Jesus did not attempt to explain the mystery of His birth. He made no answer 
to the questionings in regard to His having come down from heaven, as He had 
made none to the questions concerning His crossing the sea.  He did not call 
attention to the miracles that marked His life. Voluntarily He had made Himself of 
no reputation, and taken upon Him the form of a servant. But His words and works 
revealed His character. All whose hearts were open to divine illumination would 
recognize in Him "the Only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." John 
1:14.  {DA 387.2}

Mark. 12:35 And Jesus answered and said, while he taught in the temple, How say 
the scribes that Christ is the Son of David? 36 For David himself said by the Holy 
Ghost, The Lord said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine 
enemies thy footstool. 37 David therefore himself calleth him Lord; and whence is 
he then his son? And the common people heard him gladly. Matt. 22:45. Note: 
How can David call God his son? Isa. 9:6.

     Christ claimed to be the Only Begotten of the Father, but men encased in 
unbelief, barricaded with prejudice, denied the Holy and the Just One. He was 
charged with blasphemy, and was condemned to a cruel death, but He burst the 
fetters of the tomb, and rose from the dead triumphant, and over the rent sepulcher 
of Joseph He declared, "I am the resurrection, and the life" (John 11:25). All power 
in heaven and in earth was vested in Him, and the righteous will also come forth 
from the tomb free in Jesus. They shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world 
and the resurrection from the dead. "Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father" (Matthew 13:43).  {2SM 271.3} 

November 1, 1895 The Divine Character Exemplified in Christ.
By Mrs. E. G. White.

     "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself." The Son of God 
clothed divinity with humanity. Isaiah describes him, saying: "Unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, the everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 



establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even forever." God in 
human nature is the mystery of godliness. Christ, the only begotten of the 
Father, was the express image of his Father's person, the brightness of his glory, 
and he came to the world not to condemn the world but to save it. God was in 
Christ in human form, and endured all the temptations wherewith man was beset; 
he participated in the suffering and trials of sorrowful human nature in our behalf. 
"He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him 
not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem 
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed." In his human nature he was 
"tempted in all points like as we are," he "suffered being tempted," but there was 
no taint of sin upon him.  {SSW, November 1, 1895 par. 1} 
     The condescension on the part of the Son of God was included in the plan of 
God for the unfolding of divine wisdom to fallen men. Divinity united with 
humanity could alone reach humanity, and impart spiritual life to those who were 
"dead in trespasses and sins." In order to work the restoration of the fallen, it was 
necessary that man's will should come into harmony with the divine will. God 
purposed that men should conform to the divine Model. The glory of the wisdom 
of God continually shines forth to humanity in the Son of God. "And this is life 
eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent." Every step that Christ advanced from the manger to Calvary established 
his character as the One who could say without any qualification, "I have kept my 
Father's commandments, and abide in his love." What exalted ideas of the law of 
God do we obtain as we behold Jesus fulfilling every precept, and representing the 
character of God before the world! It was by fulfilling the law that Christ made 
known the Father to the world.  {SSW, November 1, 1895 par. 2}  
     The plan of redemption is perfect in all its parts. It does not demerit or lessen 
the claims of the law of God in one jot or one tittle in saving the sinner from the 
just penalty of the law. Through the provision of the death of God's only-begotten 
Son in sinners' behalf, the immutability of the law of God is demonstrated for time 
and eternity. Justice honors the law of God in providing a substitute for the 
transgressor; for Christ gave his own life a ransom in order that God might be just 
and yet be the justifier of him who believes in Jesus. The work of saving the lost 
through the merit of Christ magnifies the law and harmonizes with every perfection 



of Jehovah. In the plan of salvation the highest honor is paid to the law of heaven's 
government, and yet mercy is freely dispensed to the fallen sons of Adam. Every 
believing soul, cooperating with the great Restorer, is blessed with heavenly grace, 
and endowed with the richest treasures of the glory of God. The imagination 
cannot picture anything more glorious than that which is attained through the plan 
of redemption. Well may we exclaim, "O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God!" 

     After Adam and Eve had sinned, they were under bondage to the law. Because 
of their transgression they were sentenced to suffer death, the penalty of sin. But 
Christ, the propitiation for our sins, declared: "I will stand in Adam's place. I will 
take upon myself the penalty of his sin. He shall have another trial. I will secure for 
him a probation. He shall have the privileges and the opportunities of a free man, 
and be allowed to exercise his God-given power of choice. I will postpone the day 
of his arraignment for trial. He shall be bound over to appear at the bar of God in 
the judgment."  {AU Gleaner, August 19, 1903 par. 1}  
     For thirty-three years the Only Begotten of the Father dwelt among the children 
of men. He who knew no sin bore the burden of our guilt. During these years he 
finished the great work he came to accomplish. He became the propitiation for the 
sins of every one who believes on him. For our sake the Innocent is pronounced 
guilty, while through his merits the guilty are pronounced innocent.  {AU Gleaner, 
August 19, 1903 par. 2} 

     No one of the angels could become a substitute and surety for the human race, 
for their life is God's; they could not surrender it. On Christ alone the human 
family depended for their existence. He is the eternal, self-existent Son, on whom 
no yoke had come. When God asked, "whom shall I send, and who will go for 
Us?" Christ alone of the angelic host could reply, "Here am I; send Me." He alone 
had covenanted before the foundation of the world to become a surety for man. He 
could say that which not the highest angel could say--"I have power over My own 
life. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again" [see John 
10:18]. 
{12MR 395.3}  
     Christ did not come to this earth merely to live the law, and so reveal the 
character of God in His spotless life that the one who condemned Him said of him, 
"I find no fault in Him." Christ's work must be deep and thorough. Without 



shedding of blood there is no remission for sin. He must suffer the agony of a 
public death on the cross, that witness of it might be borne without the shadow of a 
doubt.  {12MR 396.1}

Christ was Begotten,
 That We May Begotten!

   The golden candlestick with its seven golden lamps was on the south side of the 
first apartment of the sanctuary. It was made of gold beaten into shape by the 
workman’s hammer. Exodus 25:31-37 It took many a hard and skilful blow to form 
those delicate flowers and bowls; but the candlestick was to be made after the 
heavenly model to teach heavenly lessons to mankind. Exodus 25:40 CIS 50.1
   The individual that forms a part of the “church of the first-born, which are 
enrolled in heaven,” Hebrews 12:23 will often feel the workman’s hammer; “for 
we are His (God’s) workmanship,created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” 
Ephesians 2:10 Then, “beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which 
is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you.” 1 Peter 4:12 It is 
only the Master-workman fashioning you to become a part of the great church 
enrolled in heaven. CIS 51.1

Gal. 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were under the law, that 
we might receive the adoption of sons.

1Peter 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

John. 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto 
him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his 
mother's womb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

Rom. 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. See 
explanation below.

1John 5:1Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every 
one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him, verse 18. We 



know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God 
keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.

    Notice these uses do not teach procreation but that we are—Brethren, Joint 
Heirs, Sons of God! Is this not so also with perfection, Enoch, Moses, Daniel, 
Isaiah, Job, Elijah, Paul etc., Christ was not first but He was the example. 

1Peter. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

1John. 4:9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent 
his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.

   The old nature, born of blood and the will of the flesh, cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God. The old ways, the hereditary tendencies, the former habits, must 
be given up; for grace is not inherited. The new birth consists in having new 
motives, new tastes, new tendencies. Those who are begotten unto a new life by 
the Holy Spirit, have become partakers of the divine nature, and in all their habits 
and practices they will give evidence of their relationship to Christ. When men 
who claim to be Christians retain all their natural defects of character and 
disposition, in what does their position differ from that of the worldling? They do 
not appreciate the truth as a sanctifier, a refiner. They have not been born again 
( The Review and Herald, April 12, 1892). { 6BC 1101.1 }

1Cor. 4:15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not 
many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.

_______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______

Why the First Begotten.
   The chief objection to this view is this: If Moses was raised so many years before 
the resurrection of Christ, how can Christ be called the first-fruits of them that 
slept, as in 1 Cor. 15:20,23 how can he be said to be the first that should rise from 
the dead, as in Acts 26:23 or be called the first begotten, and first begotten of the 
dead, as in Hebrews 1:6 and Rev. 1:5? or the first-born among many brethren, the 
first-born of every creature, and the first-born from the dead, as in Rom. 8:29 and 
Colossians 1:15,18? .  .  . {HereAndHereAfter US 164.3}
   In answering these queries, we first call attention to an important fact: Several 
individuals, of whom we have explicit account, were raised to life before the 
resurrection of Christ. The following cases may be cited: (1) the widow’s son (1 



Kings 17:22). (2) The son of the Shunammite (2 Kings 4:35); (3) the unknown man 
raised to life by touching the bones of Elisha (2 Kings 13:21); (1) the son of the 
widow of Nain (Luke 7:14); (5) the rulers daughter (Luke 8:50,55); and (6) 
Lazarus. {Here and Hereafter. US 165.1}
   These instances cannot be disposed of by making a distinction between a 
resurrection to mortality and one to, immortality; for where does the Bible make 
any such distinction in these cases, or in the resurrection per se? Or where does it 
give even an affirmation of anything of the kind? Christ, in sending word to John 
of the results of his work, told the disciples to tell him, among other things, that the 
dead were raised up. And when the wicked are restored to life (which will be to 
mortal life only), it is called a resurrection, no less so than the restoration of the 
righteous to eternal life. (See John 5:29; Acts 24:15; Rev. 20:5.) Therefore in the 
matter of being raised from the dead, the Bible recognizes no distinction in the act 
itself on account of the different conditions to which the different classes are 
raised. Hence the cases referred to above, were resurrections from the dead just as 
really as though they had been raised to immortality; and the distinction which 
some attempt to make, is thus shown to be wholly gratuitous, and is excluded from 
the controversy. {HereAndHereAfter US 165.2}
   The objection now lies just as much against the cases of those of whose 
resurrection we have the most explicit account, as against that of Moses. And the 
question next to be met is, Can those passages which declare that a number of the 
dead were raised before the resurrection of Christ, and those which speak of Christ 
as the first to be raised, be shown to be free from contradiction? 
{HereAndHereAfter US 165.3}
   It will be noticed that the objection, so far as the words “first-fruits,” “first-
begotten,” and “first-born” are concerned, rests wholly upon the supposition that 
these words denote exclusively priority in time. It instantly vanishes when the 
fact is presented that these words are not confined to this meaning. 
{HereAndHereAfter US 166.1
   Christ is called the It “first-fruits” in 1 Cor. 15:20,23, solely in reference to his 
being the antitype of the wave-sheaf, and in contrast with the great harvest that will 
take place at his second coming. This word is used in different senses, as we learn 
from James 1:18 and Rev. 14:4, where it cannot have reference to antecedence in 
time. This is all that need be said on this word. {HereAndHereAfter US 166.2}
   The word rendered “first-begotten” and “first-born” is (prototokos). This word is 
defined by Robinson thus “Properly the first-born of father or mother.” And, as the 
first-born was entitled to certain prerogatives and privileges over the rest of the 
family, the word takes another meaning; namely, “first-born, the same as the first, 
the chief, one highly distinguished and pre-eminent. So of Christ, as the beloved 
Son of God. Col. 1:15.” Greenfield’s definition is similar. This word is used in the 
same sense in the Septuagint. In Exodus 1:22 Israel is called the first-born; and in 



Jeremiah 31:9 Ephraim is called the first-born; but, in point of time, Esau was 
before Israel, and Manasseh before Ephraim. Their being called the first-born must 
therefore be owing to the rank, dignity, and station, to which they had attained. 
{HereAndHereAfter US 166.3}
   And hence the conclusion is not without foundation that these words, when 
applied to Christ, denote the preeminent rank and station which he holds in the 
great work, rather than the order of time in which his resurrection occurred, a point 
to which no importance whatever can be attached. All hinges upon Christ, and all 
is accomplished by his power, and by virtue of his resurrection. He stands out 
foremost and pre-eminent in all these displays, whether they take place before or 
after his advent to this world. {HereAndHereAfter US 167.1}

Luke. 3:38 Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the 
son of Adam, which was the son of God.

1John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God:

   When Christ left heaven to die for a lost world, he left behind, for the time being, 
his immortality also. but how could that be laid aside? That it was laid aside is 
sure, or he could not have died; but he did die, as a whole, as a divine being, as the 
Son of God, not in body only, while the spirit, the divinity, lived right on; for then 
the world would have only a human Saviour, a human sacrifice for its sins; but 
the prophet says that “his soul” was made “an offering for sin.” Isa.53:10. But how 
this could be done, is a question like a hundred other questions that might be asked 
concerning this heaven-devised transaction, the answers to which the finite mind 
could never grasp. The nature, though not the manner, of this marvelous event, 
Paul partially reveals in 1Tim.3:16: “And without controversy great is the mystery 
of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.” “The 
Word,” says John, “was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” John 1:14. 
Again we read: “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for 
the suffering of death” (Heb.2:9), that is, that he might suffer death. {LUJ US 
23.2}

   The child Jesus did not receive instruction in the synagogue schools. His mother 
was His first human teacher. From her lips and from the scrolls of the prophets, He 



learned of heavenly things. The very words which He Himself had spoken to 
Moses for Israel He was now taught at His mother's knee. As He advanced from 
childhood to youth, He did not seek the schools of the rabbis. He needed not the 
education to be obtained from such sources; for God was His instructor. DA 70.1 
   Every child may gain knowledge as Jesus did. As we try to become acquainted 
with our heavenly Father through His word, angels will draw near, our minds will 
be strengthened, our characters will be elevated and refined. We shall become 
more like our Saviour. And as we behold the beautiful and grand in nature, our 
affections go out after God. While the spirit is awed, the soul is invigorated by 
coming in contact with the Infinite through His works. Communion with God 
through prayer develops the mental and moral faculties, and the spiritual powers 
strengthen as we cultivate thoughts upon spiritual things. DA70.4
  Satan was unwearied in his efforts to overcome the Child of Nazareth. From His 
earliest years Jesus was guarded by heavenly angels, yet His life was one long 
struggle against the powers of darkness. That there should be upon the earth one 
life free from the defilement of evil was an offense and a perplexity to the prince of 
darkness. He left no means untried to ensnare Jesus. No child of humanity will 
ever be called to live a holy life amid so fierce a conflict with temptation as was 
our Saviour.  DA 71.2
   Jesus lived in a peasant's home, and faithfully and cheerfully acted His part in 
bearing the burdens of the household. He had been the Commander of heaven, and 
angels had delighted to fulfill His word; now He was a willing servant, a loving, 
obedient son. He learned a trade, and with His own hands worked in the carpenter's 
shop with Joseph. In the simple garb of a common laborer He walked the streets of 
the little town, going to and returning from His humble work. He did not employ 
His divine power to lessen His burdens or to lighten His toil. DA 72.3
   At a very early age, Jesus had begun to act for Himself in the formation of His 
character, and not even respect and love for His parents could turn Him from 
obedience to God's word. "It is written" was His reason for every act that varied 
from the family customs. But the influence of the rabbis made His life a bitter one. 
Even in His youth He had to learn the hard lesson of silence and patient endurance. 
DA 86.1
  Jesus loved His brothers, and treated them with unfailing kindness; but they were 
jealous of Him, and manifested the most decided unbelief and contempt. They 
could not understand His conduct. Great contradictions presented themselves in 
Jesus. He was the divine Son of God, and yet a helpless child. The Creator of the 



worlds, the earth was His possession, and yet poverty marked His life experience at 
every step. He possessed a dignity and individuality wholly distinct from earthly 
pride and assumption; He did not strive for worldly greatness, and in even the 
lowliest position He was content. This angered His brothers. They could not 
account for His constant serenity under trial and deprivation. They did not know 
that for our sake He had become poor, that we "through His poverty might be 
rich." 2 Cor. 8:9. They could understand the mystery of His mission no more than 
the friends of Job could understand his humiliation and suffering. DA 87.3

_______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______

Foreknown, And Predestinated?
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When the plan of salvation had been formed, and Christ had elected to give his 
life for the redemption of men, he was then, already, in the intent and purpose of 
that plan, the offered victim, and is spoken of as the “Lamb slain”—“slain from the 
foundation of the world” (кóσμος), or from the time when the redemptive 
economy was established.  Rev.13:8.  It will be noticed that he is not said to have 
been slain before the foundation of the world, implying that the fall of man and 
redemption by the death of Christ, were events fixed and foreordained before the 
world was formed, and man created.  This would place too powerful a weapon 
against the divine government, in the hands of the skeptic.

But the disbeliever asks with an air of expected victory, Did not God foreknow 
that man would sin?  Was it not therefore a settled fact that he would sin?  And did 
not God, therefore, when he made man with that certainty before him, become 



responsible for the entrance of sin into this world?—So it might look from that 
point of view, and with that method of reasoning.  But as the Scriptures do not so 
express it, it is not necessary to formulate it to such a conclusion.  God made man, 
as he must make all intelligences who are to serve him, a free moral agent, that 
such service may not be mechanical and constrained, but voluntary and free.  As 
such, he could obey or disobey; could maintain his rectitude or fall into sin.  His 
course was to be determined by his own choice.  God did not force him to sin, nor 
did he intend that he should sin.  On the other hand, he made every possible 
inducement (short of constraining his free will) to keep him in the path of 
obedience.  Being free, of course God knew that he might sin; but this would be a 
very different thing from saying that he know that he would sin.

And is not this as far as it is necessary to go?  To God’s omniscience, every 
possible course that Adam might take as a free spirit, with a free choice, and 
every possible contingency that might arise from his uncoerced action, was open 
and plain.  So, also, every step necessary to meet that contingency would be 
provided for should it occur.  But, it will be asked, does not Peter (1Pet.1:20) say 
that Christ was foreordained to his work before the foundation of the world?—No; 
not “foreordained,” as in the common version, but foreknown (πрοεγνωσμένου).  
Christ could be foreknown, in God’s plan, as a redeemer, to meet a possible 
contingency of that nature that might arise, without being foreordained to meet a 
known necessity already in existence.  Man chose to sin; then that One foreknown 
in the counsels of eternity, to meet such a contingency should it arise, entered upon 
his work, and in the fulness of time was, as Peter says, manifested to the world.

This view of the subject does not restrict the attribute of God’s foreknowledge, 
but greatly enhances it; it leaves man a free moral agent, as he was; and it leaves 
the skeptic without a case. Christ could, therefore, properly be spoken of only as 
slain from the foundation of the world, just as the Scriptures do speak of him; for it 
would be as manifestly inconsistent to speak of him as slain before the foundation 
of the world, before the course of man called for such a sacrifice, as it would have 
been to introduce a type of Christ in the garden of Eden, previous to the fall of 
man, before a redeemer had become a necessity.

1 Sam. 2:3  Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let [not] arrogancy come out of 
your mouth: for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are 
weighed. 

   In the councils of heaven before the creation of the world, when it was planned 
that man should people the earth, there arose the question, What if man should sin, 



as Satan has sinned? Christ answered this question. The infinite Son of God 
pledged Himself that if man should sin, He would give Himself, His life, as a 
ransom for the fallen race, taking upon Himself the transgression of humanity. The 
Innocent would bear the sins of the guilty, and stand before God to make 
intercession in behalf of the transgressor.  {2SAT 229.4}

     In the councils of heaven, before the world was created, the Father and the Son 
covenanted together that if man proved disloyal to God, Christ, one with the 
Father, would take the place of the transgressor, and suffer the penalty of justice 
that must fall upon him (MS 145, 1897).  {6BC 1070.4}

   His followers were seeking him, and he aroused himself and, assuming a look of 
defiance, informed them of his plans to wrest from God the noble Adam and his 
companion Eve. If he could in any way beguile them to disobedience, God would 
make some provision whereby they might be pardoned, and then himself and all 
the fallen angels would be in a fair way to share with them of God's mercy. If this 
should fail, they could unite with Adam and Eve, for when once they should 
transgress the law of God they would be subjects of God's wrath, like themselves. 
Their transgression would place them, also, in a state of rebellion, and they could 
unite with Adam and Eve, take possession of Eden, and hold it as their home. And 
if they (Satan and his angels) could gain access to the tree of life in the midst of 
the garden, their strength would, they thought, be equal to that of the holy angels, 
and even God Himself could not expel them. {SR 27.3}

   Never can the cost of our redemption be realized until the redeemed shall stand 
with the Redeemer before the throne of God. Then as the glories of the eternal 
home burst upon our enraptured senses we shall remember that Jesus left all this 
for us, that He not only became an exile from the heavenly courts, but for us 
took the risk of failure and eternal loss. Then we shall cast our crowns at His feet, 
and raise the song, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing." Rev. 5:12. 
{DA 131.3}

Foreknown Predestinated, destined?
All are offered salvation. 

Rom. 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image (wedding Garment Matt. 22:11,12) of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he 



also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified.

Note: Does predestinate mean locked in, no chance of eternal loss? NO! All are 
called!

Yet what Beareth the scriptures of Christ and His Apostles? 

Eph. 1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, . . 10 That in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 11 In whom also we 
have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

Matt. 20:16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few 
chosen.

Matt. 22:2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a 
marriage for his son, 3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to 
the wedding: and they would not come. 4 Again, he sent forth other servants, 
saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen 
and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. 5 But 
they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his 
merchandise: 6 And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, 
and slew them. 7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth 
his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 8 Then saith 
he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not 
worthy. 9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to 
the marriage. 10 So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered 
together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was 
furnished with guests. 11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw 
there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 12 And he saith unto him, 
Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was 
speechless. 13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take 
him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.

2Thess. 1:11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count 
you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the 



work of faith with power:

2Peter 1:10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling 
and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance.

Matt.7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

  When the Son of God was offered for the sins of the world, when He became a 
man, and afterwards ministered in heaven as a man, God, the Father, had veiled 
His exceeding great glory until the work of redemption was complete. But when 
the Saviour utters the triumphant shout, “It is finished,” the restrained glory bursts 
forth in the splendor which was seen before the fall. Human language is so weak 
that words fail to express the thought; but for six thousand years, even the God of 
the universe has mourned for the lost world; and when at last the redeemed are 
gathered out, although they are still on earth, the pent up glory of Jehovah flashes 
forth,-a living, consuming fire. This was typified in the temple at Jerusalem, when 
at the words, “It is finished,” uttered by the Saviour on the cross, the veil was rent 
from top to bottom. With the announcement of these words this second time, the 
man Jesus Christ, with the four living creatures and four and twenty elders, who 
for centuries have represented the redeemed, leave the temple altogether, and enter 
no more, until Christ returns from earth, bringing with Him the host of the 
redeemed SSP 267.2


