Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, a day, but of a lifetime. It is
not gained by a happy flight of feeling, but is the result of constantly dying to sin,
and constantly living for Christ. Wrongs cannot be righted nor reformations
wrought in the character by feeble, intermittent efforts. It is only by long,
persevering effort, sore discipline, and stern conflict, that we shall overcome. We
know not one day how strong will be our conflict the next. So long as Satan reigns,
we shall have self to subdue, besetting sins to overcome; so long as life shall last,
there will be no stopping place, no point which we can reach and say, I have fully
attained. Sanctification is the result of lifelong obedience. { AA 560.3}
The formation of character is the work of a lifetime, and it is for eternity. If all
could realize this, if they would awake to the thought that we are individually
deciding our own destiny for eternal life or eternal ruin, what a change would take
place! How differently would this probationary time be occupied, and what
different characters would fill our world!6 { CG 162.2}
The germination of the seed represents the beginning of spiritual life, and the
development of the plant is a beautiful figure of Christian growth. As in nature, so
in grace; there can be no life without growth. The plant must either grow or die. As
its growth is silent and imperceptible, but continuous, so is the development of the
Christian life. At every stage of development our life may be perfect; yet if God’s
purpose for us is fulfilled, there will be continual advancement. Sanctification is
the work of a lifetime. As our opportunities multiply, our experience will enlarge,
and our knowledge increase. We shall become strong to bear responsibility, and our
maturity will be in proportion to our privileges. { COL 65.2}
An upright character is of greater worth than the gold of Ophir. Without it none can
rise to an honorable eminence. But character is not inherited. It cannot be bought.
Moral excellence and fine mental qualities are not the result of accident. The most
precious gifts are of no value unless they are improved. The formation of a noble
character is the work of a lifetime, and must be the result of diligent and
persevering effort. God gives opportunities; success depends upon the use made of
them.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 222, 223. { CE 226.2 }
To remove the stains of sin requires the work of a lifetime. Every day renewed
efforts in restraining and denying self are needed. Every day there are new battles
to fight, and victories to be gained. Every day the soul should be called out in
earnest pleading with God for the mighty victories of the cross. Parents should
neglect no duty on their part to benefit their children. They should so train them
that they will be a blessing to society here, and may reap the reward of eternal life
hereafter.—“Testimony,” No. 29, first published in 1880. { CE 237.4 }{ 4T 429.2}

With deep sorrow Moses removed from Aaron the holy vestments and placed them
upon Eleazar, his successor by divine appointment. For his sin at Kadesh, Aaron
was denied the privilege of officiating as God’s high priest in Canaan—of offering
the first sacrifice in the goodly land. Moses was to continue leading the people to
the very borders of Canaan but was not to enter it. Had these servants of God borne
unmurmuringly the test at Kadesh, how different would have been their future! A
wrong act can never be undone. It may be that the work of a lifetime will not
recover what has been lost in a single moment of temptation or thoughtlessness.
{ EP 298.4 }
Brethren, be no longer slothful servants. Every soul must battle against inclination.
Christ came not to save men in their sins, but from their sins. He has made it
possible for us to possess a holy character; do not, then, be content with defects
and deformities. But while we are to seek earnestly for perfection of character, we
must remember that sanctification is not the work of a moment, but of a lifetime.
Said Paul, “I die daily.” Day by day the work of overcoming must go forward.
Every day we are to resist temptation, and gain the victory over selfishness in all
its forms. Day by day we should cherish love and humility, and cultivate in
ourselves all those excellencies of character which will please God and fit us for
the blessed society of heaven. To all who are seeking to accomplish this work, the
promise is very precious, “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white
raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess
his name before my Father, and before his angels.” { HS 181.2 }
One brother said that when he listened to the sermon impressing upon them the
necessity of purity and perfection of character, he felt that he could not be saved;
that his case was hopeless. But when it was stated that sanctification was not the
work of a moment, but of a lifetime, he was encouraged, and determined that day
by day he would pray and watch, and search the Scriptures; he would be an
overcomer, gaining an experience daily, until he should become strong, and be able
to be a blessing to others. With many tears, some expressed their gratitude for the
interest the American brethren had taken in them in this far-off country. { HS
183.1 }
Wrongs cannot be righted, nor can reformations in conduct be made by a few
feeble, intermittent efforts. Character building is the work, not of a day, nor of a
year, but of a lifetime. The struggle for conquest over self, for holiness and heaven,
is a lifelong struggle. Without continual effort and constant activity, there can be no
advancement in the divine life, no attainment of the victor’s crown. { MH 452.1}
The work of sanctification is the work of a lifetime; it must go on continually; but
this work cannot go on in the heart while the light on any part of the truth is

rejected or neglected. The sanctified soul will not be content to remain in
ignorance, but will desire to walk in the light and to seek for greater light. As a
miner digs for gold and silver, so the follower of Christ will seek for truth as for
hidden treasures, and will press from light to a greater light, ever increasing in
knowledge. He will continually grow in grace and in the knowledge of the truth.
Self must be overcome. Every defect of character must be discerned in God’s great
mirror. We may discover whether or not we are condemned by God’s standard of
character. { 1SM 317.2} { RH June 17, 1890, par. 14 }
Let us be growing Christians. We are not to stand still. We are to be in advance
today of what we were yesterday; every day learning to be more trustful, more
fully relying upon Jesus. Thus we are to grow up. You do not at one bound reach
perfection; sanctification is the work of a lifetime.... { 3SM 193.1}
Our sanctification is God’s object in all his dealing with us. He has chosen us from
eternity that we may be holy. Christ gave Himself for our redemption, that through
our faith in his power to save from sin, we might be made complete in Him. In
giving us his Word, he has given us bread from heaven. He declares that if we eat
his flesh and drink his blood, we shall receive eternal life. { 3SM 202.2}
Why do we not dwell more upon this? Why do we not strive to make it easily
understood, when it means so much? Why do not Christians open their eyes to see
the work God requires them to do. Sanctification is the progressive work of a
lifetime. The Lord declares, “This is the will of God, even your sanctification” ( 1
Thessalonians 4:3). Is it your will that your desires and inclinations shall be
brought into conformity to the divine will? { 3SM 202.3}
Mercy and truth are promised to the humble and penitent, and judgments are
prepared for the sinful and rebellious. “Justice and judgment are the habitation of
Thy throne.” Psalm 89:14. A wicked and adulterous people will not escape the
wrath of God, the punishment they have justly earned. Man has fallen, and his is
a work of a lifetime, be it longer or shorter, to recover from his fall, and regain,
through Christ, the image of the divine, which he has lost by sin and continued
transgression. God requires a thorough transformation of soul, body, and spirit, in
order to regain the estate lost through Adam. The Lord mercifully sends rays of
light to show man his true condition. If he will not walk in the light, he manifests a
pleasure in darkness. He will not come to the light lest his deeds should be
reproved. { SA 140.1 } { 2T 448.1}
Many are quieting a troubled conscience with the thought that they can change a
course of evil when they choose; that they can trifle with the invitations of mercy,
and yet be again and again impressed. They think that after doing despite to the
Spirit of grace, after casting their influence on the side of Satan, in a moment of

terrible extremity they can change their course. But this is not so easily done. The
experience, the education, of a lifetime, has so thoroughly molded the character
that few then desire to receive the image of Jesus. { SC 33.3}
God will give both of you precious victories if you surrender yourselves wholly to
Him and let His grace subdue your proud hearts. Your self-righteousness will avail
nothing with God. Nothing should be done by fits and starts or in a spirit of
rashness. Wrongs cannot be righted, nor reformations in character made, by a few
feeble, intermittent efforts. Sanctification is not a work of a day or a year, but of a
lifetime. Without continual efforts and constant activity, there can be no
advancement in the divine life, no attainment of the victor’s crown. We are doing
up work for the judgment, and it is unsafe to work in our own wisdom and trust to
our own judgment. With the spirit of self-confidence that you now possess, neither
of you could be happy in heaven; for there all, even the exalted angels, are
subordinate. You have yet to learn subordination and submission. Both of you must
be transformed by the grace of God. { 3T 325.2}
When I was shown the present condition of man in physical, mental, and moral
power, and what he might become through the merits of Christ, I was astonished
that he should preserve such a low level. Man may grow up into Christ, his living
head. It is not the work of a moment, but that of a lifetime. By growing daily in the
divine life, he will not attain to the full stature of a perfect man in Christ until his
probation ceases. The growing is a continuous work. Men with fiery passions have
a constant conflict with self; but the harder the battle, the more glorious will be the
victory and the eternal reward. { 4T 366.3}
Because of earnest, faithful warnings to guard you against the mistakes of a
lifetime, you have imagined you were a great benefit to the church. True, you are
capable, in Jesus Christ, of being useful; but, notwithstanding this, the Lord and the
church can get along without you. You can join the army of Christ’s followers if
you will; you may share in its conflicts and triumphs. But if you choose not to do
this, the self-denying army under the bloodstained banner of the cross will move
on to certain victory, and leave you behind. If you choose to guide your own frail
bark across life’s stormy waters you must answer for the presumption and be held
responsible for the result. { 5T 126.2}
If you could see how you have already become weak in principle, if you could
see how your honor and honesty are imperiled, you would then see that God is not
with you and that you ought not to stand in the place of responsibility you now
occupy; you are unworthy. My heart is sad indeed when I know what you might
have been had you yielded yourself wholly to God and then see the power the
enemy has had over you. { 5T 126.3}

All who are faithful workers for God will yield their spirit and all their powers a
willing sacrifice to him. The Spirit of God operating upon their spirit calls forth the
sacred harmonies of the soul in the answer to the divine touch. This is true
sanctification, as revealed in the word of God. It is the work of a lifetime. And
that which the Spirit of God has begun upon the earth for the perfection of man,
glory shall crown in the mansions of God. Those who are indolent and self-caring
know not true happiness and peace. They are losing, even in this life, and what
glory they lose in the future, immortal life. I wish I could speak words to men and
women which would nerve them to diligent action. The moments now granted us
to work are few. We are standing upon the very borders of the eternal world. We
have no time to lose. Every moment is golden, and altogether too precious to be
devoted merely to self-serving. Who will seek God earnestly, and from him draw
strength and grace to be his faithful workers in the missionary field? Individual
effort is essential for the success of this work. The ease-loving and self-caring, the
worldly, ambitious ones will be ashamed to engage perseveringly in the tract and
missionary work. Some may take hold of it impulsively, but they will not be able to
bear rebuffs, and sneers, and contempt. These soon become weary in well-doing,
and fall back to their own position of living and caring for self. For such there will
be no reward in Heaven, for Christ is to give to every one as his works shall be.
{ RH January 2, 1879, par. 8 }
A spotless character is as precious as the gold of Ophir. Without pure, unsullied
virtue, none can ever rise to any honorable eminence. But noble aspirations and the
love of righteousness are not inherited. Character cannot be bought; it must be
formed by stern efforts to resist temptation. The formation of a right character is
the work of a lifetime, and is the outgrowth of prayerful meditation united with a
grand purpose. The excellence of character that you possess must be the result of
your own effort. Friends may encourage you, but they cannot do the work for you.
Wishing, sighing, dreaming, will never make you great or good. You must climb.
Gird up the loins of your mind, and go to work with all the strong powers of your
will. It is the wise improvement of your opportunities, the cultivation of your Godgiven talents, that will make you men and women that can be approved of God,
and a blessing to society. Let your standard be high, and with indomitable energy,
make the most of your talents and opportunities, and press to the mark. { RH
August 26, 1884, par. 4 }
The work of sanctification is the work of a lifetime; it must go on continually; but
this work cannot go on in the heart while the light on any part of the truth is
rejected or neglected. The sanctified soul will not be content to remain in
ignorance, but will desire to walk in the light and to seek for greater light. As a
miner digs for gold and silver, so the follower of Christ will seek for truth as for
hidden treasures, and will press from light to a greater light, ever increasing in

knowledge. He will continually grow in grace and in the knowledge of the truth.
Self must be overcome. Every defect of character must be discerned in God’s great
mirror. We may discover whether or not we are condemned by God’s standard of
character. If you are condemned, there is but one course for you to pursue: you
must repent toward God because of the transgression of his law, and have faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ as the one who only can cleanse from sin. If we
would obtain heaven, we must be obedient to God’s holy requirements. Those who
strive lawfully will not strive in vain. Only believe the truth as it is in Jesus, and
you will be strengthened for the battle with the powers of darkness. The wrestlers
of old strove to obtain a perishable crown, and should we not strive to win the
crown that fadeth not away? Every art and device of Satan will be used to
accomplish our ruin. If you sit down with the ease-loving ones, with the words on
your lips, “I am saved,” and disregard the commandments of God, you will be
eternally lost. There is truth in Jesus that is terrible to the ease-loving, do-nothing
ones. There is truth in Jesus that is full of soothing joy to the obedient. It is the joy
of the Holy Ghost. Be persuaded, then, to open the mind and heart, that you may
see every ray of light shining from the throne of God. This is no time to be
indifferent and careless and pleasure-loving. Christ is coming with power and great
glory. Are you ready? Are you putting away your sins? Are you becoming
sanctified through the truth in answer to the prayer of Christ? He prayed
concerning his disciples, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” { RH
June 17, 1890, par. 14 }
Ministers are wanted who feel the necessity of being laborers together with God,
who will go forth to bring the people up in spiritual knowledge to the full measure
of Christ. Ministers are wanted who will educate themselves by solemn, reverential
communion with God in the closet, so that they shall be men of power in prayer.
Piety is degeneration into a dead form, and it is necessary to strengthen the things
that remain that are ready to die. The work of the ministry has been neglected, and
the work is raveling out because it has not been wisely bound off. How are you to
know that the word spoken in the desk has proved of benefit to the hearers, unless
you visit in families, praying with them, and drawing out the true state of their
minds, and the real condition of their experience, that you may point them to the
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world? There is need that the breath
of God should blow upon them, and give them spiritual life. The churches need to
be enlightened in regard to practical religion in the home life. Again and again the
necessity of living a virtuous life, of having a sanctified heart, of revealing a
growing conformity to the image of Christ, must be presented to the people. Do
they realize that the work of sanctification is to be the work of a lifetime? Jesus
prayed that his disciples might be sanctified through the truth, and declared, “Thy
word is truth.” He said: “I sanctify myself, that they also may be sanctified.” Are
the undershepherds following the example of the great Shepherd of the sheep? Are

they representing Christ, as he represented the Father. Practical religion as it was
manifested in the life and character of Christ is a rare thing. Many in our churches
are strangers to the experience that it is the privilege of those who believe in Christ
to have in the things of God. { RH May 24, 1892, par. 3 }
The qualifications of ministers should be just what Paul represents them to be, and
were they thus qualified, we should see efficiency and fullness of labor, and every
man presented perfect in Christ Jesus. “Whereunto I also labor, striving according
to his working, which worketh in me mightily.” The minister should be free from
every unnecessary temporal perplexity, in order that he may give himself up to that
culture that is essential for him who is handling sacred things. The minister’s dress
should be in accordance with the high character of the work he is doing. He should
be much in prayer, and bring himself under discipline to God, that he may be selfcontrolled, inquiring at every step, Is this the way of the Lord? His language
should be correct and no slang phrase nor cheap, low talk, should be heard from his
lips. Let ministers and teachers reach the standard that is set forth in the Scriptures.
Let them not neglect that which is looked upon as of little moment. Neglect of little
things leads to neglect in larger responsibilities. He that is faithful in that which is
least, is faithful in that which is much. The actual discipline of life is made up of a
training on little things. We are to train the thoughts, bind them about, and gird up
the loins of the mind. The sanctification of soul, spirit, and body is the work of a
lifetime. We are constantly to behold the Pattern, and continually grow in grace and
the knowledge of the truth. Even in the least responsibility, in conversation
concerning plans in business counsels, we should preserve our Christian decorum.
Be very nice and pure and elevated in everything that concerns eternal interests.
There should be no soiled covers on a table or stand where the Bible is opened
before the people. Let everything be neat and modest, and in keeping with the
character of the work which we have to do. When the ordinance of baptism is
administered, the candidates for baptism should be provided with robes appropriate
for the occasion. They should be well-shaped garments, and made of suitable
material. The best of order should be preserved, and nothing clumsy or uncouth
should be seen in this holy ordinance. The administrator should make this an
occasion of solemn, sacred influence upon those who are looking on, that it should
have an elevating effect upon those who witness it, and not be placed on a level
with common things. { RH March 5, 1895, par. 3 }
All who strive to reach this standard will be marked by the sanctification of the
spirit through the truth. The work of sanctification is the work of a lifetime. The
true Christian must be unresting in his endeavors. He is ever climbing, never
content with that to which he has attained. The more he seeks a knowledge of God,
and of Jesus Christ, whom he has sent, the more he desires to reflect the divine
image. Every gift imparted to him by God is used to draw others in the same line,

to hunger and thirst after righteousness. The longer he walks in the path of selfdenial and self-sacrifice, the more willing he is to hide himself in Christ, and
sacrifice all for him. { RH October 3, 1899, par. 13 }
Sanctification is the work, not of a day or of a year, but of a lifetime. The struggle
for conquest over self, for holiness and heaven, is a life-long struggle. Without
continual effort and constant activity, there can be no advancement in the divine
life, no attainment of the victor’s crown. { RH October 15, 1908, par. 12 }
Paul’s sanctification was the result of a constant conflict with self. He said, “I die
daily.” His will and his desires every day conflicted with duty and the will of God.
Instead of following inclination, he did God’s will, however crucifying to his own
nature. { RH October 15, 1908, par. 13 }
Sanctification of character is the work of a lifetime. It is a work of education that
will result in a life molded and fashioned after the divine. Our lives are to be
hewed, and squared, and polished until they reflect the likeness of Christ. “I
sanctify myself,” the Saviour declared, “that they also might be sanctified through
the truth.” “Thy word is truth.” The word of God is to be the daily meat and drink
of all who love and serve him. That word, received into the heart, will cleanse the
life and sanctify the entire being. { RH July 8, 1909, par. 1 }
_______
To gain a proper understanding of the marriage relation is the work of a lifetime.
Those who marry enter a school from which they are never in this life to be
graduated.1 { AH 105.1} { 7T 45.2}
Come, brethren and sisters, to these sacred convocation meetings, to find Jesus. He
will come up to the feast. He will be present, and He will do for you that which
you most need to have done. Your farms should not be considered of greater value
than the higher interests of the soul. All the treasures which you possess, be they
ever so valuable, would not be rich enough to buy you peace and hope, which
would be infinite gain, if it cost you all you have and the toils and sufferings of a
lifetime. A strong, clear sense of eternal things, and a heart willing to yield all to
Christ, are blessings of more value than all the riches, and pleasures, and glories of
this world.—Testimonies for the Church 2:575, 576. { ChS 198.1}
In dealing with the patients in our sanitariums, we must reason from cause to
effect. We must remember that the habits and practices of a lifetime cannot be
changed in a moment. With an intelligent cook, and an abundant supply of
wholesome food, reforms can be brought about that will work well. But it may take

time to bring them about. A strenuous effort should not be made unless it is
actually demanded. We must remember that food which would be appetizing to a
health reformer might be very insipid to those who have been accustomed to highly
seasoned food. Lectures should be given, explaining why reforms in diet are
essential, and showing that the use of highly seasoned food causes inflammation of
the delicate lining of the digestive organs. Let it be shown why we as a people have
changed our habits of eating and drinking. Show why we discard tobacco and all
intoxicating liquor. Lay down the principles of health reform clearly and plainly,
and with this, let there be placed on the table an abundance of wholesome food,
tastefully prepared; and the Lord will help you to make impressive the urgency of
reform, and will lead them to see that this reform is for their highest good. They
will miss the highly seasoned food to which they have been accustomed, but an
effort must be made to give them food that is so wholesome and so appetizing that
they will cease to miss the unwholesome dishes. Show them that the treatment
given them will not benefit them unless they make the needed change in their
habits of eating and drinking. { CD 285.2}
When the voice of God turns the captivity of His people, there is a terrible
awakening of those who have lost all in the great conflict of life. While probation
continued they were blinded by Satan’s deceptions, and they justified their course
of sin. The rich prided themselves upon their superiority to those who were less
favored; but they had obtained their riches by violation of the law of God. They
had neglected to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to deal justly, and to love
mercy. They had sought to exalt themselves and to obtain the homage of their
fellow creatures. Now they are stripped of all that made them great and are left
destitute and defenseless. They look with terror upon the destruction of the idols
which they preferred before their Maker. They have sold their souls for earthly
riches and enjoyments, and have not sought to become rich toward God. The result
is, their lives are a failure; their pleasures are now turned to gall, their treasures to
corruption. The gain of a lifetime is swept away in a moment. The rich bemoan the
destruction of their grand houses, the scattering of their gold and silver. But their
lamentations are silenced by the fear that they themselves are to perish with their
idols. { GC 654.1} Not in 1888 GC
The mighty argument of the cross will convict of sin. The divine love of God for
sinners, expressed in the gift of His Son to suffer shame and death that they might
be ennobled and endowed with everlasting life, is the study of a lifetime. I ask you
to study anew the cross of Christ. If all the proud and vainglorious, whose hearts
are panting for the applause of men and for distinction above their fellows, could
rightly estimate the value of the highest earthly glory in contrast with the value of
the Son of God, rejected, despised, spit upon, by the very ones whom He came to
redeem, how insignificant would appear all the honor that finite man can bestow.

{ 4T 375.1}
_______
Let no one suppose that conversion is the beginning and end of the Christian life.
There is a science of Christianity that must be mastered. There is to be growth in
grace, that is constant progress and improvement. The mind is to be disciplined,
trained, educated; for the child of God is to do service for God in ways that are not
natural, or in harmony with inborn inclination. Those who become the followers of
Christ find that new motives of action are supplied, new thoughts arise, and new
actions must result. But they can make advancement only through conflict; for
there is an enemy that ever contends against them, presenting temptations to cause
the soul to doubt and sin. Besides this ever vigilant foe, there are hereditary and
cultivated tendencies to evil that must be overcome. The training and education of
a lifetime must often be discarded that the Christian may become a learner in the
school of Christ, and in him who would be a partaker of the divine nature, appetite
and passion must be brought under the control of the Holy Spirit. There is to be no
end to this warfare this side of eternity, but while there are constant battles to fight,
there are also precious victories to gain, and the triumph over self and sin is of
more value than the mind can estimate. The effort put forth to overcome, though
requiring self-denial, is of little account beside the victory over evil. { CE 122.1 }
The rules in regard to purification were numberless. The period of a lifetime was
scarcely sufficient for one to learn them all. The life of those who tried to observe
the rabbinical requirements was one long struggle against ceremonial defilement,
an endless round of washings and purifications. While the people were occupied
with trifling distinctions, and observances which God had not required, their
attention was turned away from the great principles of His law. { DA 396.1}
There is need now to give to the people patient, kind instruction; the education of a
lifetime is not to be readily counteracted; great tact and patient effort are needed by
those who shall present the truth in any manner.—Undated Manuscript 79. { Ev
228.2}

