
     Those who preach unpopular truth in our day meet with determined resistance, as did the 
apostles. They need expect no more favorable reception from a large majority of professed 
Christians than did Paul from his Jewish brethren. There will be a union of opposing elements 
against them; for however diverse from each other different organizations may be in their 
sentiments and religious faith, their forces are united in trampling under foot the fourth 
commandment in the law of God.  {LP 86.2} 
     Those who will not themselves accept the truth are most zealous that others shall not receive 
it; and those are not wanting who perseveringly manufacture falsehoods, and stir up the base 
passions of the people to make the truth of God of none effect. But the messengers of Christ 
must arm themselves with watchfulness and prayer, and move forward with faith, firmness, 
and courage, and, in the name of Jesus, keep at their work, as did the apostles. They must 
sound the note of warning to the world, teaching the transgressors of the law what sin is, and 
pointing them to Jesus Christ as its great and only remedy.  {LP 86.3}

     Those who are living amid the perils of the last days, days which are characterized by the 
masses turning from the truth of God to fables, will have close work to turn from the fables 
which are prepared for them on every hand, and have an appetite to feast upon unpopular 
truth. Those who turn from these fables to truth are despised, hated, and persecuted by those 
who are presenting fables to the people for their reception. Satan is at war with the remnant who 
are endeavoring to keep the commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus. Evil angels are 
commissioned to employ men as their agents upon the earth. These can the most successfully 
exert an influence to make Satan's attacks effective against the remnant whom God calls "a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show 
forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light." This, 
Satan is determined to hinder. He will employ everyone who will engage in his service to hinder 
the chosen people of God from showing forth the praises of Him who has called them from 
darkness into His marvelous light. To hide, to cover up this light, to cause people to distrust it, 
to disbelieve it, is the work of the great rebel and his host. While Jesus is purifying His people 
unto Himself, redeeming them from all iniquity, Satan will employ his forces to hinder the work 
and prevent the perfection of the saints. He does not exert his power upon those who are all 
covered up with deception and walled in by fables and error, and who make no effort to receive 
and obey the truth. He knows he is sure of them; but those who are seeking for truth, that they 
may obey it in the love of it, are the ones who excite his malice and stir his ire. He can never 
weaken them while they keep close to Jesus; therefore he is pleased when he can lead them in a 
course of disobedience.  {2T 105.1}

     Ministers who teach unpopular truth will be beset by men who are urged on by Satan and 
who, like their master, can quote Scripture readily; and shall the servants of God be unequal to 
the servants of Satan in handling the words of Inspiration? They should, like Christ, meet 
scripture with scripture. Oh, that those who minister in holy things would awake, and, like the 
noble Bereans, search the Scriptures daily! Brethren in the ministry, I entreat of you to study the 
Scriptures with humble prayer for an understanding heart, that you may teach the way of life 
more perfectly. Your counsel, prayers, and example must be a savor of life unto life, or you are 
unqualified to point out the way of life to others.  {2T 343.1} 



     I was shown that ministers must be sanctified and holy, and must have a knowledge of the 
word of God. They should be familiar with Bible arguments and prepared to give a reason of 
their hope, or they should cease their labors and engage in a calling where deficiency will not 
involve such tremendous consequences. Ministers of the popular denominations of the day are 
acceptable preachers if they can speak upon a few simple points of the Bible; but the ministers 
who are spreading unpopular truth for these last days, who have to meet men of learning, men of 
strong minds, and opposers of every type, should know what they are about. They should not 
take upon themselves the responsibility of teaching the truth unless they are qualified for the 
work. Before engaging in, or devoting themselves to, the work they should become Bible 
students. If they have not an education so that they can speak in public with acceptance, and do 
justice to the truth, and honor the Lord whom they profess to serve, they should wait till they are 
fitted for the position.  {2T 556.1}

     If every fluctuating religious excitement leads some to neglect to fully sustain, by their 
presence and influence, the minority who believe unpopular truth, there will be much 
weakness in the church where there should be strength. Satan employs various means by 
which to accomplish his purposes; and if, under the guise of popular religion, he can lead off 
vacillating and unwary ones from the path of truth, he has accomplished much in dividing the 
strength of the people of God. This fluctuating revival enthusiasm, that comes and goes like the 
tide, carries a delusive exterior that deceives many honest persons into believing it to be the true 
Spirit of the Lord. It multiplies converts. Those of excitable temperaments, the weak and 
yielding, flock to its standard; but when the wave recedes, they are found stranded on the beach. 
Be not deceived by false teachers, nor led by vain words. The enemy of souls is sure to have 
enough dishes of pleasing fables to suit the appetites of all.  {4T 73.4} 

    The lapse of time has brought great changes. Light has increased and has become widespread. 
While the people who are anxious for truth have been calling, "Watchman, what of the night?" 
the answer has been given intelligently, "The morning cometh, and also the night." By a 
thorough investigation of the prophecies we understand where we are in this world's history; and 
we know for a certainty that the second coming of Christ is near. The result of these 
investigations must be brought before the world through the press. And as the work has enlarged 
and increased, greater facilities have been demanded from year to year; improvements have gone 
steadily forward. It has been a cause of wonder to the world that with this unpopular truth such 
prosperity should attend the work. But with increased light and confirmed truth, and greater 
advantages in every way for the advancement of the cause, our works do not correspond with our 
faith.  {4T 592.1}

     Let us not feel that we have heavy trials to bear, severe conflicts to endure, in representing 
unpopular truth. Think of Jesus and what He has suffered for you, and be silent. Even when 
abused and falsely accused, make no complaint; speak no word of murmuring; let no thought of 
reproach or discontent enter your mind. Take a straightforward course, "having your 
conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they 
may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation." 1 Peter 



2:12.  {6T 120.2}

     Christians are too apt to think they are the only ones who have a hard time, and some seem to 
think that it is a condescension in them to embrace unpopular truth, and profess to be Christ's 
followers. The road seems hard. They think they have many sacrifices to make, when in truth 
they make no real sacrifice. If they are adopted into the family of God, what sacrifices have they 
made? Their following Christ may have broken friendship with worldly relatives; but look at the 
exchange--their names written in the Lamb's Book of Life--elevated, yes, greatly exalted to be 
partakers of salvation--heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ, to an imperishable 
inheritance. If the link which binds them to worldly relatives is weakened for Christ's sake, a 
stronger one is formed, a link which binds finite man to the Infinite God. Shall we call this a 
sacrifice on our part because we yield error for truth, light for darkness, weakness for strength, 
sin for righteousness, and a perishable name and inheritance, for honors that are lasting, and an 
immortal treasure? But even in this life the christian has One upon whom to lean for support who 
will help him bear all his trials. But the sinner has to bear his trials alone. He goes down into the 
grave suffering remorse, under darkness, bound by Satan, for he is his lawful prey.  {RH, April 
28, 1859 par. 5}

    Light on the law of God is now shining; and those who are called to expound the word 
should give the warning message whether men will hear or whether they will forbear. Dear 
brethren, do not shun to declare the whole counsel of God, even though it may require courage to 
stand in defense of unpopular truth. Learn to estimate the worth of souls according to Christ's 
standard. Cultivate that disinterested love of which his whole life was an example, and labor with 
the spirit of self-sacrifice that characterized his ministry.   {RH, January 13, 1885 par. 11}

     Dear brethren and sisters, do not flatter yourselves that all obstacles to your worldly 
prosperity would be removed, were you to yield unpopular truth. Satan tells you this; it is his 
sophistry. But if the blessing of God rests upon you, you will prosper; if you turn from him, he 
will turn from you. Jesus knows all your wants, and he has left exceeding broad and precious 
promises. He says: "There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake and the gospel's, but he shall receive a 
hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and 
lands, with persecutions, and in the world to come eternal life." "Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you." "Godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come."  {RH, May 
26, 1885 par. 11} 

     On Sunday forenoon and evening, I spoke to a larger number who met in a school-house. I 
had freedom in speaking, and the people listened with evident interest. Bro. Rice has been 
presenting here the reasons of our faith. This called out opposition from some, while others were 
pleased and interested, and one came out firmly upon the truth, and was baptized. There are but 
few in this age of the world who have moral courage to take their position on the side of 
unpopular truth. Its principles are the principles of Heaven. Hence it conflicts with every wrong 
habit and sinful desire. Those who accept and obey the truth, must deny self, bear the cross daily, 



and follow in the footsteps of Jesus. "The carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be." Therefore there is a constant warfare between 
inclination and duty. Inclination too often prevails, and silences the convictions of the Holy 
Spirit.  {ST, February 16, 1882 par. 3}

     Unpopular truth is no more acceptable to Pharisaical, self-righteous hearts today than 
when Christ walked the earth, a man among men.  {ST, March 21, 1878 par. 16} 

     If you accept unpopular truth, ministers may say, "You are too particular. In order to have 
influence with the world, you must do as the world does." But such men are acting as mouth-
piece for Satan. They are preaching a doctrine that pleases him well. No authority of church or 
State, no decrees of kings or emperors, no commands of bishops or priests, can absolve you from 
obedience to the law of God, or justify the least departure from his requirements. Finite 
reasoning must not take the place of simple trust; self-will must not lead us in a course of 
disobedience.  {ST, July 24, 1884 par. 12}

     Anyone who shall cast disparagement upon the character of men whom Jesus Christ has 
made one with Himself, and who has through the grace of Christ obtained moral courage to 
accept unpopular truth and to suffer reproach for Christ's sake, is not working after the order 
of Christ. Those who have accepted the truth of God are dear to the heart of Christ. (See John 
17:17-26.)  {2MR 7.1}

     We long to be with you, to speak to the people as the Lord might give us utterance, but there 
is work to be done, not only in that great and wicked city, but almost everywhere. We hope and 
pray that your efforts may be highly successful. Do not forget that pulpit labor must be followed 
by private effort. Brother A ought not to bend his mind to much writing, now while this effort is 
being made. The greatest success attends those who come in as close relation as possible with 
those with whom they labor, gain their sympathy and confidence, visit in their homes those who 
appear interested, and pray with them and for them. In this way only will the direction be 
followed to go out in the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in.  {7MR 37.2}  
     It is this fireside effort, this home work, that is attended with signal success. Try it, brethren 
in the ministry. Some of our ministers do not love this kind of labor. They shun it. There is a 
cross attached to such personal efforts, but this is the labor the people must have if they embrace 
unpopular truth. In this close contact with souls who are in darkness, our light may shine more 
effectually, directly upon the darkness, and they will see by our deportment, our conversation, 
our solemn yet cheerful, courteous manners, that the grace of God is with us, and that the peace 
of heaven is brought into their homes. They will be charmed with the truth which is attended 
with such blessed results.  {7MR 37.3} 

     What should we do if it were not for these representative men that are presented before us, 
and the dealing of God with them? Our lines are not to be always cast in pleasant places. We 
shall be brought where we shall feel the test and proof of God. If we could know the history of 
everyone that is here in this house today, there would be some valuable experiences brought out, 



where they followed the leadings of God irrespective of inclination. The God of heaven will test 
us to see if we appreciate His favor and believe His promises and [whether we] will rely upon 
them irrespective of consequences. Here is where the trial will come with many who accept the 
unpopular truth for this time.  {10MR 120.1} 

     A difference in the application of some few scriptural passages makes men forget their 
religious principles. Elements become banded together, exciting one another through the 
human passions to withstand in a harsh, denunciatory manner everything that does not meet 
their ideas. This is not Christian, but is of another spirit. And Satan is doing his utmost to have 
those who believe present truth deceived on this point, for he has laid his snare to overcome 
them, that those who have accepted unpopular truth, who have had great light and great 
privileges, shall have the spirit that will pervade the world. Even if it is in a less degree, yet it is 
the same principle, which, when it has a controlling power over minds, leads to certain results. 
There is pride of opinion, a stubbornness that shuts the soul away from good and from God.--Ms. 
30, 1889, ("Experience Following the Minneapolis Conference," late June, 1889.)  {11MR 
230.4} 

   The mild, beloved disciple [John] has said, “He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:4). The Word of God is very plain 
and pointed. It is dangerous business to profess to be a follower of Jesus and in works deny 
Him by indifference to even one of His requirements. {CTr 317.2} 
   The history of the Reformation teaches us that the church of Christ is never to come to a 
standstill and cease reforming. God stands at the head, saying to them as He did to Moses, “Go 
forward.”“Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward.” God’s work is onward; step 
by step His people advance onward through conflict and trial to final victory. The history of the 
church teaches us that God’s people are not to be stereotyped in their theories of faith, but to be 
prepared for new light, for opening truth revealed in His Word. {CTr 317.3} 
   The past history of the advancement of truth amid error and darkness shows us that sacred 
truth is not cherished and sought after by the majority. Those who have advanced in reform, 
obeying the voice of God—“Go forward” have been subject to opposition, torture, and death; 
and in the face of gaping prisons and threatened torture and death, they deemed the truth for 
their time of sufficient importance to hold tenaciously, yielding their life rather than to 
sacrifice their faith. They counted not their life dear unto them if sacrificed for the truth of God. 
The truth in our day is as important as it was in the days of the martyrs. . . . {CTr 317.4} 
   What if in Luther’s day people had taken a position to cover their disobedience to God’s 
requirement with: “God is too merciful to condemn me for not taking unpopular truth. Our 
intellectuals and our religious leaders do not accept it. I will run the risk of transgressing God’s 
law because the world rejects it. . . . I am satisfied with my religion; . . . I will risk going with the 
crowd.” {CTr 317.5} 
   If I go with the crowd, the Bible tells me I am in the broad road to death. Said the Majesty of 
heaven, “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it.” We are accountable for the light that shines in our day. Christ wept in agony over 
Jerusalem because they knew not the time of their visitation. It was their day of trust, their day of 
opportunity and privilege. . . . The foul ingratitude, the hollow formalism, and the hypocritical 



insincerity of hundreds of years called these tears of irrepressible anguish from His eyes.—Letter 
35a, 1877. {CTr 317.6} 

Popular Fables!

     The third angel's message is to be sounded in clear, distinct language. The 
trumpet is to give a certain sound. But a Paul may plant and Apollos water, but 
God alone giveth the increase. We must watch, we must pray, and we must work, 
that the message of heaven, sent as a warning to the people by the mouth of His 
servants, may not be refused but accepted. The people have long been under 
deception through false theories, but error, although it may be hoary with age, 
cannot be converted into truth. The idols of error must be expelled from mind and 
heart that the healing waters of life may flow into the soul. The fetters of 
education must be broken. Prejudice and superstition must be given up. Habits, 
maxims, and customs have been woven into education and experience, but they 
must be yielded up. Humbly and earnestly souls must inquire of the Lord. He 
will speak the truth without a vestige of error.  {21MR 283.4}

     Now let us see what the Spirit of God led His representative on earth to do. What the 
character of His mission was. He says, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me because He hath 
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them 
that are bruised." How? Why, He found when He came here that the truth was so mixed with 
error, that He had to take away the traditions and maxims, and to remove the rubbish, and 
take the truth which had served in the enemy's lines to strengthen error, and bring error 
before the people, rescue it from error and restore it to the native loveliness of its character, 
and then let that truth stand before the people. The oldest error may be pleaded because of its 
age, but it may be hoary with age, but that does not make error truth. No, it does not change 
error into truth. The Jews held their customs received from tradition and repeated from age to age 
and from generation to generation, and they kept accumulating till He says to them, "Ye are 
blind." "Ye are both ignorant of the Scriptures and of the power of God." What was the matter? 
Why they had taught tradition for the commandments of God? That is not the way to do. What 
did Christ come to present? He says, "The recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them 
that are bruised." Now you can see that that is in perfect harmony with what we have been 
reading. "When thou seest the naked that thou cover him." What are you doing if you have the 
glorious light of truth? What are you doing if God has chosen you to be a peculiar people, a royal 
people, a holy people? You are to show forth the power of Him who hath called you out of 
darkness, out of blindness into His marvelous light. Well, if God lets His light shine upon you, do 
not let your mouth be stopped. Do not let anybody put a falsehood in your mouth because of 
tradition. Speak the truth as it is in Christ Jesus.  {5MR 40.1}

     We need now to begin over again. Reforms must be entered into with heart and soul and 
will. Errors may be hoary with age; but age does not make error truth, nor truth error. 



Altogether too long have the old customs and habits been followed. The Lord would now have 
every idea that is false put away from teachers and students. We are not at liberty to teach that 
which shall meet the world's standard or the standard of the church, simply because it is the 
custom to do so. The lessons which Christ taught are to be the standard. That which the Lord has 
spoken concerning the instruction to be given in our schools is to be strictly regarded; for if there 
is not in some respects an education of an altogether different character from that which has been 
carried on in some of our schools, we need not have gone to the expense of purchasing lands and 
erecting school buildings.  {6T 142.1}

   Our faith is weak, our sense of God's requirements feeble. We must awake to duty. We must be 
endowed with power from on high. Instead of resting satisfied with our present attainments, let 
us cherish a longing desire that our lips may be purified, and touched with a live coal from off 
the altar. The words of God to us must come to the people, not in a hesitating, doubting manner, 
but with earnestness and power. We must pray more fervently, more perseveringly, that God may 
work in us and by us. In these days of multiplied popular fables, there is no way to reach the 
people only as God works through our efforts. Angels are commissioned to be our helpers. They 
are passing between earth and heaven, bearing upward the record of the doings of all the children 
of men.  {GW92 456.1}{RH, June 24, 1884 par. 14} 

     The great original lie which he told to Eve in Eden, "Thou shalt not surely die," was the first 
sermon ever preached on the immortality of the soul. This sermon was crowned with success, 
and terrible results followed. He has brought minds to receive that sermon as truth, and ministers 
preach it, sing it, and pray it. No literal Devil, and probation after the coming of Christ, are fast 
becoming popular fables. The Scriptures plainly declare every person's destiny forever fixed at 
the coming of the Lord. Revelation 22:11, 12: "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he 
which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still; and he 
that is holy, let him be holy still. And behold I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give 
every man according as his work shall be."  {RH, May 13, 1862 par. 6} Note: Love of God not 
enough.
     Satan has taken advantage of these popular fables to hide himself. He comes to poor deceived 
mortals through modern Spiritualism, which places no bounds to the carnally minded, and, if 
carried out, separates families, creates jealousy and hatred, and gives liberty to the most 
degrading propensities. People know but little yet of the corrupting influence of Spiritualism. 
The curtain was lifted, and much of its dreadful work was revealed to me. I was shown some 
who have had an experience in Spiritualism, and have since renounced it, who shudder as they 
reflect upon how near they came to utter ruin. They had lost control of themselves, and Satan 
made them do that which they detested. But even they have but a faint idea of Spiritualism as it 
is.  {RH, May 13, 1862 par. 7}  
     Ministers inspired of Satan can eloquently dress up this hideous monster, hide its deformity 
and make it appear beautiful to many. But it comes so direct from his satanic majesty, that all 
who have to do with it, he claims as his control, for they have ventured upon forbidden ground, 
and have forfeited the protection of their Maker.  {RH, May 13, 1862 par. 8} {1T 342.3-343.1}

Popular Errors



The National Reform movement, exercising the power of religious legislation, will, when 
fully developed, manifest the same intolerance and oppression that have prevailed in past ages. 
Human councils then assumed the prerogatives of Deity, crushing under their despotic power 
liberty of conscience; and imprisonment, exile, and death followed for those who opposed their 
dictates. If popery or its principles shall again be legislated into power, the fires of persecution 
will be rekindled against those who will not sacrifice conscience and the truth in deference to 
popular errors. This evil is on the point of realization. {5T 712.1}

     Another extreme which Satan has led the people to adopt is entirely to overlook the justice 
of God, and the threatenings in His Word, and to represent Him as being all mercy, so that not 
one will perish, but that all, both saint and sinner, will at last be saved in His kingdom.  {EW 
219.1}  

     In consequence of the popular errors of the immortality of the soul and endless misery, 
Satan takes advantage of another class and leads them to regard the Bible as an uninspired book. 
They think it teaches many good things; but they cannot rely upon it and love it, because they 
have been taught that it declares the doctrine of eternal misery.  {EW 219.2}

     God's word, rightly understood and applied, is a safeguard against Spiritualism. An 
eternally-burning hell preached from the pulpit, and kept before the people, does injustice to the 
benevolent character of God. It presents him as the veriest tyrant in the universe. This wide-
spread dogma has turned thousands to Universalism, infidelity, and atheism.  {4bSG 104.2}  

     The word of God is plain. It is a straight chain of truth. It will prove an anchor to those 
who are willing to receive it, even if they have to sacrifice their cherished fables. It will save 
them from the terrible delusions of these perilous times.  {4bSG 104.3}  

     Satan has led the minds of the ministers of different churches to adhere as tenaciously to 
their popular errors, as he led the Jews in their blindness to cling to their sacrifices, and crucify 
Christ. The rejection of light and truth leaves men captives, and subjects of Satan's deception. 
The greater the light they reject, the greater will be the power of deception and darkness which 
will come upon them.  {4bSG 104.4}  

     I was shown that God's true people are the salt of the earth, and the light of the world. God 
requires of them continual advancement in the knowledge of the truth, and in the way of 
holiness. Then will they understand the coming in of Satan, and in the strength of Jesus will 
resist him. Satan will call to his aid legions of his angels to oppose the advance of even one soul, 
and if possible, wrest it from the hand of Christ.  {4bSG 104.5}  

     I saw evil angels contending for souls, and angels of God resisting them. The conflict was 
severe. Evil angels were crowding about them, corrupting the atmosphere with their poisonous 
influence, and stupefying their sensibilities. Holy angels were anxiously watching these souls, 
and were waiting to drive back Satan's host. But it is not the work of good angels to control 
minds against the will of the individuals. If they yield to the enemy, and make no effort to resist 
him, then the angels of God can do but little more than hold in check the host of Satan, that they 
should not destroy, until further light is given to those in peril, to move them to arouse and look 
to Heaven for help. Jesus will not commission holy angels to extricate those who make no effort 
to help themselves.  {4bSG 104.6}



 The truth is so different in its character and work from the popular errors that are preached 
from the pulpit, that as it is brought before the people it almost takes away their breath and 
senses. It is strong meat and should be dealt out judiciously; then those who listen, if you stop 
when you should, will be eager to hear more.  {VSS 216.1}  

     God has made His messengers the depositaries of His truth, weighty and important with 
eternal results. Light is to shine forth amid the moral darkness to reveal sin and error. The 
truth must be given point after point. It must be spoken distinctly and with clear utterance 
making a few essential points; then it will be as a nail fastened in a sure place by the Master of 
assemblies.  {VSS 216.2}  

     The preacher should labor to carry the understanding and sympathies of the people with 
him. Do not place the crib too high where the people cannot follow. This would not be wise 
generalship in teaching the truth.--Lt 7, 1885.  {VSS 216.3} 

     Satan has turned men from the worship of the true Sabbath, which at the creation of the 
world God sanctified and blessed, and which on Mt. Sinai He repeated amid terrible majesty to 
His people. All who reject the sacred message regarding the requirements of the law of God, 
reject truth. God's obedient people are to hold fast to truth in every line. This is the only hope of 
the soul when Satan seeks to take control of heart and mind.  {PC 3.3}  

     The resistance of truth leaves men captive to the will of Satan. Those who today hold 
fast to erroneous ideas, and feel satisfied with popular errors, rejecting a plain "Thus saith the 
Lord," reveal that had they lived in the days of Christ, they would have helped to swell the cry of 
the murderous mob, "Crucify Him! Crucify Him!"  {PC 3.4}  

     God requires continual advancement from His people. They need to learn that indulged 
appetite is the greatest hindrance to mental improvement and soul sanctification. As a people, 
with all our profession of health reform, we eat too much. Indulgence of appetite is the greatest 
cause of physical and mental debility, and lies largely at the foundation of feebleness and 
premature death. Intemperance begins at our tables, when we use an unwise combination of 
foods. Let the individual who is seeking to possess purity of spirit, bear in mind that in Christ 
there is power to control the appetite. {PC 3.5}

     "The angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said, 
Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life." We see here that the 
men in authority are not always to be obeyed, even though they may profess to be teachers of 
Bible doctrine. There are many today who feel indignant and aggrieved that any voice should 
be raised presenting ideas that differ from their own in regard to points of religious belief. 
Have they not long advocated their ideas as truth? So the priests and rabbis reasoned in 
apostolic days: What mean these men who are unlearned, some of them mere fishermen, who are 
presenting ideas contrary to the doctrines which the learned priests and rulers are teaching the 
people? They have no right to meddle with the fundamental principles of our faith.  {TM 69.1}  

     But we see that the God of heaven sometimes commissions men to teach that which is 
regarded as contrary to the established doctrines. Because those who were once the depositaries 
of truth became unfaithful to their sacred trust, the Lord chose others who would receive the 
bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness, and would advocate truths that were not in accordance 



with the ideas of the religious leaders. And then these leaders, in the blindness of their minds, 
give full sway to what is supposed to be righteous indignation against the ones who have set 
aside cherished fables. They act like men who have lost their reason. They do not consider the 
possibility that they themselves have not rightly understood the word. They will not open their 
eyes to discern the fact that they have misinterpreted and misapplied the Scriptures, and have 
built up false theories, calling them fundamental doctrines of the faith.  {TM 69.2}  

     But the Holy Spirit will, from time to time, reveal the truth through its own chosen 
agencies; and no man, not even a priest or ruler, has a right to say, You shall not give publicity 
to your opinions, because I do not believe them. That wonderful "I" may attempt to put down the 
Holy Spirit's teaching. Men may for a time attempt to smother it and kill it; but that will not 
make error truth, or truth error. The inventive minds of men have advanced speculative opinions 
in various lines, and when the Holy Spirit lets light shine into human minds, it does not respect 
every point of man's application of the word. God impressed His servants to speak the truth 
irrespective of what men had taken for granted as truth.  {TM 70.1}

                  Present Dangers 

     Even Seventh-day Adventists are in danger of closing their eyes to truth as it is in Jesus, 
because it contradicts something which they have taken for granted as truth but which the 
Holy Spirit teaches is not truth. Let all be very modest, and seek most earnestly to put self out 
of the question, and to exalt Jesus. In most of the religious controversies the foundation of the 
trouble is that self is striving for the supremacy. About what? About matters which are not vital 
points at all, and which are regarded as such only because men have given importance to them. 
(See Matthew 12:31-37; Mark 14:56; Luke 5:21; Matthew 9:3.)  {TM 70.2}
     But let us follow the history of the men whom the Jewish priests and rulers thought so 
dangerous, because they were bringing in new and strange teaching on almost every theological 
subject. The command given by the Holy Spirit, "Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people 
all the words of this life," was obeyed by the apostles; "they entered into the temple early in the 
morning, and taught. But the high priest came, and they that were with him, and called the 
council together, and all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them 
brought. But when the officers came, and found them not in the prison, they returned, and told, 
saying, The prison truly found we shut with all safety, and the keepers standing without before 
the doors: but when we had opened, we found no man within. Now when the high priest and the 
captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these things, they doubted of them whereunto 
this would grow. Then came one and told them, saying Behold, the men whom ye put in prison 
are standing in the temple, and teaching the people. Then went the captain with the officers, and 
brought them without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have been stoned." If 
the priests and rulers had dared act out their own feelings toward the apostles, there would have 
been a different record; for the angel of God was a watcher on that occasion, to magnify His 
name if any violence had been offered to His servants.  {TM 71.1}

      God has children, many of them, in the Protestant churches, and a large number in the 
Catholic churches, who are more true to obey the light to the very best of their knowledge than a 
large number among Sabbathkeeping Adventists who do not walk in the light. The Lord will 



have the message of truth proclaimed, that Protestants may be warned and awakened to the true 
state of things and consider the worth of the privileges of religious freedom which they have long 
enjoyed.  {16MR 237.2} 

    As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's 
message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position 
and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they 
have come to view matters in nearly the same light (DA 635.1); and when the test is brought, 
they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, who once 
rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most 
bitter enemies of their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to 
answer for their faith, these apostates are the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and 
accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers against them.  {GC 608.2}
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