The Protest denied the right of civil rulers to legislate in matters between the
soul and God, and declared with prophets and apostles, “We ought to obey God
rather than men.” It rejected also the arbitrary power of the church, and set forth
the unerring principle that all human teaching should be in subjection to the
oracles of God. The protesters had thrown off the yoke of man’s supremacy, and
had exalted Christ as supreme in the church, and his Word in the pulpit. The
power of conscience was set above the State, and the authority of the Holy
Scriptures above the visible church. The crown of Christ was uplifted above the
pope’s tiara and the emperor’s diadem. The protesters had moreover affirmed their
right to freely utter their convictions of truth. They would not only believe and
obey, but teach what the Word of God presents, and they denied the right of priest
or magistrate to interfere. The Protest of Spires was a solemn witness against
religious intolerance, and an assertion of the right of all men to worship God
according to the dictates of their own consciences. GC88 203.2; GC 203.4

Note: The Two Horns are: Conscience above the state, all men created equal—
freedom of conscience/equal representation Republicanism. Protestantism The
word of God above the Church leaders and their authority. John 12:32 And 1, if I
be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. Matt. 28:19 Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Eph. 3:9 And to make all men see what is the
fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in
God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: Acts 10:35 But in every nation he that
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. Rom. 14:4 Who art
thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth.
Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand. 1Cor. 4:7 For who
maketh thee to differ from another? . . .

Truth does not depend on the unsettled and changing opinions of men. It was
truth before it was believed. It remains truth, whether it is believed or not. Reason
does not originate or create it. It merely discovers it.

Consequently, reason is not a source. Truth goes back beyond reason.

Others would have us believe that the church is the source of authority,
particularly in matters of theology. They are wrong. The church is the product of
truth. It does not originate it. It came into being by accepting divine revelation. It is
not the source of that revelation. Truth goes beyond the church, is antecedent to it."
C.B. Haynes.

"The principles contained in this celebrated Protest . . . constitute the very
essence of Protestantism. Now this Protest opposes two abuses of man in matters
of faith: the first is the intrusion of the civil magistrate, and the second the
arbitrary authority of the church. Instead of these abuses, Protestantism sets the



power of conscience above the magistrate, and the authority of the word of God
above the visible church. In the first place, it rejects the civil power in divine
things, and says with the prophets and apostles, ‘We must obey God rather than
man.’ In presence of the crown of Charles the Fifth, it uplifts the crown of Jesus
Christ. But it goes farther: it lays down the principle that all human teaching
should be subordinate to the oracles of God.”—1bid., b. 13, ch. 6. The protesters
had moreover affirmed their right to utter freely their convictions of truth. They
would not only believe and obey, but teach what the word of God presents, and
they denied the right of priest or magistrate to interfere. The Protest of Spires was
a solemn witness against religious intolerance, and an assertion of the right of all
men to worship God according to the dictates of their own consciences. {GC
203.4}

The grand principle maintained by these Reformers—the same that had been held
by the Waldenses, by Wycliffe, by John Huss, by Luther, Zwingli, and those who
united with them—was the infallible authority of the Holy Scriptures as a rule of
faith and practice. They denied the right of popes, councils, Fathers, and kings, to
control the conscience in matters of religion. The Bible was their authority, and
by its teaching they tested all doctrines and all claims. Faith in God and His word
sustained these holy men as they yielded up their lives at the stake. "Be of good
comfort," exclaimed Latimer to his fellow martyr as the flames were about to
silence their voices, "we shall this day light such a candle, by God's grace, in
England, as I trust shall never be put out.” —Works of Hugh Latimer, vol. 1, p. xiii.
{GC 249.1}

“And he had two horns like a lamb.” The lamblike horns indicate youth,
innocence, and gentleness, fitly representing the character of the United States
when presented to the prophet as “coming up” in 1798. Among the Christian
exiles who first fled to America and sought an asylum from royal oppression and
priestly intolerance were many who determined to establish a government upon
the broad foundation of civil and religious liberty. Their views found place in the
Declaration of Independence, which sets forth the great truth that “all men are
created equal” and endowed with the inalienable right to “life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.” And the Constitution guarantees to the people the right of
self-government, providing that representatives elected by the popular vote shall
enact and administer the laws. Freedom of religious faith was also granted, every
man being permitted to worship God according to the dictates of his conscience.
Republicanism and Protestantism became the fundamental principles of the
nation. These principles are the secret of its power and prosperity. The oppressed



and downtrodden throughout Christendom have turned to this land with interest
and hope. Millions have sought its shores, and the United States has risen to a
place among the most powerful nations of the earth. GC88 441.1; GC 441.1

There are papist priests and prelates, who claimed to be Christ’s ambassadors,
yet employed the rack, the dungeon, and the stake to control the consciences of
His people. There are the proud pontiffs who exalted themselves above God and
presumed to change the law of the Most High. Those pretended fathers of the
church have an account to render to God from which they would fain be excused.
Too late they are made to see that the Omniscient One is jealous of His law and
that He will in no wise clear the guilty. They learn now that Christ identifies His
interest with that of His suffering people; and they feel the force of His own
words: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren,
ye have done it unto Me.” Matthew 25:40. GC 668.1

Form these two principles Protestant America fall away to form an Image of the
papal church. 2Thess. 2:3; Rev. 14:8; 18:2,3.
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