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But it is a painful fact that a large portion of the Advent people, and Advent
ministers, have lost their faith in the soon coming of the Lord. They may still
cherish the doctrine of Christ’s personal Advent, the literal resurrection of the
just, prior to the millennium, and the true inheritance of the saints; but faith
in the immediate coming of the day of God, they have lost. The past Advent
movement they consider a mistake, and one after another of the pillars of the
Advent faith they have pulled down. This apostasy has been a gradual,
deceptive work, so gradual, and so carefully managed by the Advent papers,
that the brethren who have lost their faith can hardly tell how and where they
lost it, yet it is gone.
For several years these unfaithful servants have been saying in their hearts,
“My Lord delayeth his coming,” as their acts have denied their profession of
faith in his immediate coming, and they have been overturning one strong
point after another of the “original Advent faith.” They have continued their
profession of faith in the immediate Advent of Christ, while their acts have
shown that they were saying in their hearts, “My Lord delayeth his coming.”
More recently, however, they have been speaking it out in unmistakable
terms.
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"The whole advent host once believed that publishing the visions of Daniel
and John on the chart, from which the swift messengers lectured in 1842 and
1843, was a fulfillment of this prophecy (Hab.2:2); and the unbelief of those
who doubt now, does not prove that we were all mistaken then. The passing
of the time, and the perpetual backsliding and unbelief of Adventists has not
changed this truth of God into a lie; but it remains truth still.
You who participated in this first angel’s message, and felt its power and
glory, and saw its effects on the people, just go back with me to the campmeetings, conferences, and other meetings where the time, 1843, was

proclaimed from the chart. With what solemnity, zeal and holy confidence
the servants of the Lord proclaimed the time. And O, how their words fell
upon the people, melting the hardest sinner’s heart; for God was with them,
and his Spirit attended the solemn message. The most spiritual and devoted
in all the churches caught the flame and many who had been trained to
worship their church and their minister, here learned to “fear God” alone,
and “give glory to him.” This message weaned us from this world, and led us
to the feet of Jesus, to seek forgiveness of all our sins, and a free and full
salvation through the blood of Christ. Dear Brethren, Was this message “from
heaven or from men?” I know your answer—“from heaven,” Amen.
We then “tasted of the good word of God, and the powers of the world to
come,” and we can not, will not, dare not give it up, and call it a “mistake,”
the “work of man,” “mesmerism,” and “of the Devil,” as many have done,
and have fallen away. “It is impossible” “to renew” such “to repentance;
seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an
open shame.” See Heb.6:4-6."
The mighty angel who instructed John was no less a personage than Jesus
Christ. Setting His right foot on the sea, and His left upon the dry land, shows the
part which He is acting in the closing scenes of the great controversy with Satan.
This position denotes His supreme power and authority over the whole earth. The
controversy has waxed stronger and more determined from age to age, and will
continue to do so, to the concluding scenes when the masterly working of the
powers of darkness shall reach their height. Satan, united with evil men, will
deceive the whole world and the churches who receive not the love of the truth.
But the mighty angel demands attention. He cries with a loud voice. He is to show
the power and authority of His voice to those who have united with Satan to
oppose the truth. After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction
comes to John as to Daniel in regard to the little book: “Seal up those things which
the seven thunders uttered” (Revelation 10:4). These relate to future events which
will be disclosed in their order. Daniel shall stand in his lot at the end of the days.
John sees the little book unsealed. Then Daniel's prophecies have their proper
place in the first, second, and third angels’ messages to be given to the world. The
unsealing of the little book was the message in relation to time. 1MR 99.1
The books of Daniel and the Revelation are one. One is a prophecy, the other a
revelation; one a book sealed, the other a book opened. John heard the mysteries
which the thunders uttered, but he was commanded not to write them. The special
light given to John which was expressed in the seven thunders was a delineation
of events which would transpire under the first and second angels’ messages. It
was not best for the people to know these things, for their faith must necessarily

be tested. In the order of God, most wonderful and advanced truths would be
proclaimed. The first and second angels’ messages were to be proclaimed, but no
further light was to be revealed before these messages had done their specific
work. This is represented by the angel standing with one foot on the sea,
proclaiming with a most solemn oath that time should be no longer. 1MR 99.2
Note: These 3 messages continue til the close of time.
The time. These two verses close the vision proper of chapter 8; and they
introduce the one remaining point which of all others would naturally be of the
most absorbing interest to the prophet and to all the church; namely, the time the
desolating powers previously brought to view were to continue. How long shall
they continue their course of oppression against God’s people, and of blasphemy
against high Heaven? Daniel, if time had been given, might perhaps have asked
this question himself, but God is ever ready to anticipate our wants and sometimes
to answer even before we ask. Hence two celestial beings appear upon the scene,
holding a conversation, in the hearing of the prophet, upon this question which it
is so important that the church should understand. Daniel heard one saint
speaking. What this saint spoke at this time we are not informed; but there must
have been something either in the matter or the manner of this speaking which
made a deep impression upon the mind of Daniel, inasmuch as he uses it in the
very next sentence as a designating title, calling the angel “that certain saint which
spake.” He may have spoken something of the same nature as that which the
seven thunders of the Apocalypse uttered (Revelation 10:3), and which, for some
good reason, John was restrained from writing. But another saint asked this one
that spake an important question: How long the vision? and both the question and
the answer are placed upon record, which is prima-facie evidence that this is a
matter which it was designed that the church should understand. And this view is
further confirmed by the fact that the angel did not ask this question for his own
information, inasmuch as the answer was addressed to Daniel, as the one whom it
chiefly concerned, and for whose information it was given. “And he said unto me,”
said Daniel, recording the answer to the Angel’s question, “Unto two thousand and
three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”DAR1897 156.3
The Seven Thunders.—It would be vain to speculate to any great length upon the
seven thunders, in hope of gaining a definite knowledge of what they uttered. We
must acquiesce in the directions given to John concerning them, and leave them
where he left them, sealed up, unwritten, and consequently to us unknown. There
is, however, a conjecture extant in relation to them, which may not inappropriately
be mentioned here. It is that what the seven thunders uttered is the experience of
the Adventists engaged in that movement, embracing their sore disappointment
and trial. Something, evidently, was uttered which it would not be well for the

church to know; and for God to have given an inspired record of the Advent
movement in advance, would have been simply to defeat that movement, which
we verily believe was in all its particulars an accomplishment of his purposes,
and according to his will. Why, then, any mention of the seven thunders at all?
Following out the above noticed conjecture, the conclusion would be that we,
having met in our history with sudden, mysterious, and unexpected events, as
startling and strange as thunders from an unclouded sky, might not give up in utter
perplexity, inferring, as we may, that all is in the order and providence of God,
since something of this nature was sealed up, and hidden from the church.
DAR1897 491.2
Note The treasonous total disregard of those who profess to be His people mocking
those that gave those messages. People speaking what God comprehended by His
word to their mind, getting so much resistance from behind. Ps. 81:7 ?
“The iniquity and spiritual darkness that prevailed under the supremacy of
Rome were the inevitable result of her suppression of the Scriptures; but where is
to be found the cause of the widespread infidelity, the rejection of the law of God,
and the consequent corruption, under the full blaze of gospel light in an age of
religious freedom? Now that Satan can no longer keep the world under his control
by withholding the Scriptures, he resorts to other means to accomplish the same
object. To destroy faith in the Bible serves his purpose as well as to destroy the
Bible itself. By introducing the belief that God's law is not binding, he as
effectually leads men to transgress as if they were wholly ignorant of its precepts.
And now, as in former ages, he has worked through the church to further his
designs. The religious organizations of the day” (GC 390.2, 389.2;TM 61.3;7BC
979;PP 124.1) “have refused to listen to unpopular truths plainly brought to view
in the Scriptures, and in combating them they have adopted interpretations and
taken positions which have sown broadcast the seeds of skepticism. Clinging to
the papal error of natural immortality and man's consciousness in death, they have
rejected the only defense against the delusions of spiritualism. The doctrine of
eternal torment has led many to disbelieve the Bible. And as the claims of the
fourth commandment are urged upon the people, it is found that the observance of
the seventh-day Sabbath is enjoined; and as the only way to free themselves from a
duty which they are unwilling to perform, many popular teachers declare that the
law of God is no longer binding. Thus they cast away the law and the Sabbath
together. As the work of Sabbath reform extends, this rejection of the divine law to
avoid the claims of the fourth commandment will become well-nigh universal. The

teachings of religious leaders have opened the door to infidelity, to spiritualism,
and to contempt for God's holy law; and upon these leaders rests a fearful
responsibility for the iniquity that exists in the Christian world.” {GC 586.2}{GC
281.3}{GC 603.2}
As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third
angel's message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth,
abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the
world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the
same light (DA 635.1); and when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose
the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the
truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most
bitter enemies of their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before
the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates are the most efficient agents of
Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to
stir up the rulers against them. {GC 608.2}{GC88 608.1}{4SP 426.1}{Mar
196.2}{FLB 336.7}{LDE 180.6}LDE 209.3
As the Protestant churches reject the clear, Scriptural arguments in defense of
God's law, they will long to silence those whose faith they cannot overthrow by
the Bible. Though they blind their own eyes to the fact, they are now adopting a
course which will lead to the persecution of those who conscientiously refuse to do
what the rest of the Christian world are doing, and acknowledge the claims of the
papal sabbath. GC 592.2
Note: Since SDA’s are a product of the protestant reformation they to will long to
silence those who preach the truth they once espoused and their descendants have
braced themselves—fortified themselves with seeds of skepticism—to resist. If
milder means fail, will resort to compulsion by the arm of the state to root out the
hated sects. They will become the most bitter enemies and the most efficient agents
against their former brethren.
When the protection of human laws shall be withdrawn from those who honor
the law of God, there will be, in different lands, a simultaneous movement for their
destruction. As the time appointed in the decree draws near, the people will
conspire to root out the hated sect. It will be determined to strike in one night a
decisive blow, which shall utterly silence the voice of dissent and reproof. GC
635.1
When men indulge this accusing spirit, they are not satisfied with pointing out
what they suppose to be a defect in their brother. If milder means fail of making

him do what they think ought to be done, they will resort to compulsion. Just as
far as lies in their power they will force men to comply with their ideas of what is
right. This is what the Jews did in the days of Christ and what the church has done
ever since whenever she has lost the grace of Christ. Finding herself destitute of
the power of love, she has reached out for the strong arm of the state to enforce
her dogmas and execute her decrees. Here is the secret of all religious laws that
have ever been enacted, and the secret of all persecution from the days of Abel to
our own time. MB 126.2
Many Adventists Brace
Themselves Against the Light
There is to be in the [Seventh-day Adventist] churches a wonderful
manifestation of the power of God, but it will not move upon those who have not
humbled themselves before the Lord, and opened the door of the heart by
confession and repentance. In the manifestation of that power which lightens the
earth with the glory of God, they will see only something which in their blindness
they think dangerous, something which will arouse their fears, and they will
brace themselves to resist it. Because the Lord does not work according to their
ideas and expectations they will oppose the work. "Why," they say, "should we not
know the Spirit of God, when we have been in the work so many years?”—RH
Extra, Dec. 23, 1890. {LDE 209.3}{GC 608.2}
The third angel's message will not be comprehended, the light which will
lighten the earth with its glory will be called a false light, by those who refuse to
walk in its advancing glory.—RH May 27, 1890. {LDE 210.1}{Mar chapter 219.}
Who Now Has Taken Control of Those in The SDA church that have abandoned
their
former positions and joined the ranks of the Opposition.?
I saw the rapidity with which this delusion was spreading. A train of cars was
shown me, going with the speed of lightning. The angel bade me look carefully. I
fixed my eyes upon the train. It seemed that the whole world was on board. Then
he showed me the conductor, a fair, stately person, whom all the passengers looked
up to and reverenced. I was perplexed and asked my attending angel who it was.
He said, “It is Satan. He is the conductor, in the form of an angel of light. He has
taken the world captive. They are given over to strong delusions, to believe a lie
that they may be damned. His agent, the highest in order next to him, is the
engineer, and others of his agents are employed in different offices as he may need
them, and they are all going with lightning speed to perdition.” EW 263.1

