
In this state of things it was decided that we would return to Battle Creek and 
there remain while the roads were in a muddy, broken-up condition, and that I 
would there complete No. 12. My husband was very anxious to see his brethren 
at Battle Creek and speak to them and rejoice with them in the work which God 
was doing for him. I gathered up my writings, and we started on our journey. On 
the way we held two meetings in Orange and had evidence that the church was 
profited and encouraged. We were ourselves refreshed by the Spirit of the Lord. 
That night I dreamed that I was in Battle Creek looking out from the side glass 
at the door and saw a company marching up to the house, two and two. They 
looked stern and determined. I knew them well and turned to open the parlor door 
to receive them, but thought I would look again. The scene was changed. The 
company now presented the appearance of a Catholic procession. One bore in his 
hand a cross, another a reed. And as they approached, the one carrying a reed 
made a circle around the house, saying three times: “This house is proscribed. The 
goods must be confiscated. They have spoken against our holy order.” Terror 
seized me, and I ran through the house, out of the north door, and found myself in 
the midst of a company, some of whom I knew, but I dared not speak a word to 
them for fear of being betrayed. I tried to seek a retired spot where I might weep 
and pray without meeting eager, inquisitive eyes wherever I turned. I repeated 
frequently: “If I could only understand this! If they will tell me what I have said 
or what I have done!” 1T 577.2

Proscribed—forbidden, Confiscated—taken or seized by authority Ellen White’s 
work directed by God. In the NT who caused the early church that no man should 
buy or sell? And who in Revelation 13:16.  And who will be the most bitter 
enemies against their former brethren? {GC 608.2} below.

   "Both in the Battle creek tabernacle and in the college the subject of inspiration 
has been taught, and finite men have taken it upon themselves to say that some 
things in the Scriptures were inspired and some were not. I was shown that the 
Lord did not inspire the articles on inspiration published in the Review, neither did 
He approve their endorsement before our youth in the college.  When men venture 
to criticizes the word of God, they venture on sacred, Holy ground, and had better 
fear and tremble and hide their wisdom as foolishness. God sets no man to 
pronounce judgment on His word, selecting some things as inspired an 
discrediting others as uninspired.  The Testimonies have been treated in the 
same way; but God is not in this." 1SM 23.1

     If the preconceived opinions or particular ideas of some are crossed in being 
reproved by testimonies, they have a burden at once to make plain their position 



to discriminate between the testimonies, defining what is Sister White's human 
judgment, and what is the word of the Lord. Everything that sustains their 
cherished ideas is divine, and the testimonies to correct their errors are human--
Sister White's opinions. They make of none effect the counsel of God by their 
tradition.--Manuscript 16, 1889. {3SM 68.2}

     There are many who interpret that which I write in the light of their own 
preconceived opinions. You know what this means. A division in understanding 
and diverse opinions is the sure result. {3SM 79.3}

     The road to death is broad, and the gate is wide. The whole fallen race may go 
in thereat, with all their worldliness, all their selfishness, all their pride, dishonesty, 
and moral debasement. The gate is so wide, the road is so broad, that there is room 
for every man's opinions and doctrines, space for everyone to follow his 
inclinations, to do whatever his self-love would dictate. The covetous, the 
spendthrift, the infidel, the profligate, the gambler, the murderer, the hypocrite, and 
the self-deceived, all find paths suited to their taste, in which to walk. Divided in 
their opinions, they yet find one point for purpose and action; for they all agree in 
opposing the counsel of God. {ST 07-11-92.6}

     The conflict is to wax fiercer and fiercer. Satan will take the field and personate 
Christ. He will misrepresent, misapply, and pervert everything he possibly can, 
to deceive, if possible, the very elect. Even in our day there have been and will 
continue to be entire families who have once rejoiced in the truth, but who will lose 
faith because of calumnies and falsehoods brought to them in regard to those 
whom they have loved and with whom they have had sweet counsel. They opened 
their hearts to the sowing of tares; the tares sprang up among the wheat; they 
strengthened; the crop of wheat became less and less; and the precious truth lost 
its power to them. For a time a false zeal accompanied their new theories, which 
hardened their hearts against the advocates of truth as did the Jews against 
Christ.  {TM 411.2}

cal·um·ny | ˈkaləmnē |
noun (plural calumnies)
the making of false and defamatory statements about someone in order to damage their 
reputation; slander: a bitter struggle marked by calumny and litigation.
• a false and slanderous statement: a change in the law would prevent the press from 
publishing calumnies.

 "We propose to incorporate in our national Constitution the moral and religious 
'command. 'In it [the Sabbath]” Sunday “thou shalt do no work,' except the works 



of necessity, and by external force of sheriff we propose to arrest and punish all 
violators of this law.”—Rev. M. A. Gault, in letter dated June 3, 1889.

   When the bishops and priests saw that it was so difficult to put me out of the way 
with stones, sticks, and daggers, they determined to destroy my character by 
calumnies, spread everywhere, and sworn before civil tribunals as Gospel truths. 
During eighteen years they kept me in the hands of the sheriffs a prisoner, under 
bail, as a criminal. Thirty-two times my name has been called before the civil and 
criminal courts of Kankakee, Joliet, Chicago, Urbana, and Montreal, among the 
names of the vilest and most criminal men. I have been accused by Grand Vicar 
Mailloux of having killed a man and thrown his body into a river to conceal my 
crime. I have been accused of having set fire to the church of Bourbonnais and 
destroyed it. Not less than seventy-two false witnesses have been brought by the 
priests of Rome to support this last accusation. But, thanks be to God, at every 
time, from the very lips of the perjured witnesses, we got the proof that they were 
swearing falsely, at the instigation of their father confessors. And my innocence 
was proven by the very men who had been paid to destroy me. In this last suit, I 
thought it was my duty, as a Christian and citizen, to have one of those priests 
punished for having so cruelly and publicly trampled under his feet the most 
sacred laws of society and religion. Without any vengeance on my part, God 
knows it, I asked the protection of my country against these incessant plots. Father 
Brunet, found guilty of having invented those calumnies and supported them by 
false witnesses, was condemned to pay 2,500 dollars or go to goal for fourteen 
years. He preferred the last punishment, having the promise from his Roman 
Catholic friends that they would break the doors of the prison and let him go free 
to some remote place. He was incarcerated at Kankakee; but on a dark and stormy 
night, six months later, he was rescued, and fled to Montreal (distant about 900 
miles). There he made the Roman Catholics believe that the blessed Virgin Mary, 
dressed in a beautiful white robe, had come in person to open for him the gates of 
the prison.—Fifty Years in the Church of Rome. Charles Chiniquy 1886 Pg. 420.1 
PDF

Matt. 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and 
persecute you;

expressing malice or hate



“Picardy in the north and Dauphiny in the south were the two provinces of 
France best prepared [at the opening of the Protestant Reformation] to receive the 
gospel. During the fifteenth century many Picardins, as the story ran, went to 
Vaudery. Seated round the fire during the long nights, simple Catholics used to tell 
one another how the Vaudois (Waldenses) met in horrible assembly in solitary 
places, where they found tables spread with numerous and dainty viands. These 
poor Christians loved indeed to meet together from districts often very remote. 
They went to the rendezvous by night and along by-roads. The most learned of 
them used to recite some passages of Scriptures, after which they conversed 
together and prayed. But such humble conventicles were ridiculously travestied. 
‘Do you know what they do to get there,’ said the people, ‘so that the officers may 
not stop them? The devil has given them a certain ointment, and when they want 
to go to Vaudery, they smear a little stick with it. As soon as they get astride it, 
they are carried up through the air, and arrive at their Sabbath without meeting 
anybody. In the midst of them sits a goat with a monkey’s tail: this is Satan, who 
receives their adoration.’... These stupid stories were not peculiar to the people: 
they were circulated particularly by the monks. It was thus that the inquisitor Jean 
de Broussart spoke in 1460 from a pulpit erected in the great square at Arras. An 
immense multitude surrounded him; a scaffold was erected in front of the pulpit, 
and a number of men and women, kneeling and wearing caps with the figure of 
the devil painted on them, awaited their punishment. Perhaps the faith of these 
poor people was mingled with error. But be that as it may, they were all burnt 
alive after the sermon.” 1 HSFD 413.1

     No error is of the truth, and error never sanctifies the receiver. It is by the 
truth that we are to be sanctified. Error possesses no sanctifying power. It can 
not save the soul. How careful, then, should the teachers of truth be that their 
words are true words,--words such as fall from the lips of the great Teacher!  {SW, 
March 1, 1904 par. 6}

 Faith is the medium through which truth or error finds a lodging place in the 
mind. It is by the same act of mind that truth or error is received, but it makes a 
decided difference whether we believe the Word of God or the sayings of 
men. { 1SM 346.3}

     The truth and the glory of God are inseparable; it is impossible for us, with the 
Bible within our reach, to honor God by erroneous opinions. Many claim that it 
matters not what one believes, if his life is only right. But the life is molded by 
the faith. If light and truth is within our reach, and we neglect to improve the 
privilege of hearing and seeing it, we virtually reject it; we are choosing darkness 
rather than light.  {GC 597.2}



   So it is from enmity to Christ that Satan scatters his evil seed among the good 
grain of the kingdom. The fruit of his sowing he attributes to the Son of God. By 
bringing into the church those who bear Christ's name while they deny His 
character, the wicked one causes that God shall be dishonored, the work of 
salvation misrepresented, and souls imperiled. COL 71.1

“ . . . Men of talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ 
their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies 
of their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to 
answer for their faith, these apostates are the most efficient agents of Satan to 
misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to stir up 
the rulers against them.”  {GC 608.2} below.

Note: How did EG White just describe Seventh Day Adventists? As a Catholic 
procession.

  The tares and wheat are now commingled, but then the one hand that alone 
can separate them will give to everyone his true position. Those who have had the 
light of truth, and heard the warning message, heard the invitation to the marriage 
supper—farmer, merchant, lawyer, false shepherds who have quieted the 
convictions of the people, unfaithful watchmen who have not sounded the 
warning or known the time of night—all who have refused obedience to the laws 
of the kingdom of God, will have no right therein. Those who have sought an 
excuse to avoid the cross of separation from the world will, with the world, be 
taken in the snare. They mingled with the tares from choice. Like drew to like in 
transgression. It is a fearful assimilation. Men choose to stand with the first rebel, 
who tempted Adam and Eve in Eden to disobey God. The tares multiply 
themselves, for they sow tares, and they have their part with the root of all sin--the 
devil.  {TM 235.1}{4SP 390.3}{GC 608.2}

     The conflict is to wax fiercer and fiercer. Satan will take the field and personate 
Christ. He will misrepresent, misapply, and pervert everything he possibly can, to 
deceive, if possible, the very elect. Even in our day there have been and will 
continue to be entire families who have once rejoiced in the truth, but who will lose 
faith because of calumnies and falsehoods brought to them in regard to those 
whom they have loved and with whom they have had sweet counsel. They opened 
their hearts to the sowing of tares; the tares sprang up among the wheat; they 
strengthened; the crop of wheat became less and less; and the precious truth lost 
its power to them. For a time a false zeal accompanied their new theories, which 
hardened their hearts against the advocates of truth as did the Jews against 



Christ.  {TM 411.2}
     Under the zeal of Satan, some have for a time the appearance of men in a 
flourishing condition; but it is only for a season. Satan carried them so far that they 
do despite to the Spirit of God. They spread themselves like a green bay tree. The 
Lord suffers them for a time. He allows them to manifest their envy and hatred 
against the people of God, as He has allowed Satan to develop his character, that he 
might stand before the heavenly universe, before the worlds unfallen, and the 
fallen world, in his true attributes, as a deceiver, an accuser of the brethren, a 
murderer at heart.  {TM 412.1}

DA 634.3-635.2.

   The Sadducees rejected the teaching of Jesus; He was animated by a spirit which 
they would not acknowledge as manifesting itself thus; and His teaching in regard 
to God and the future life contradicted their theories. They believed in God as the 
only being superior to man; but they argued that an overruling providence and a 
divine foresight would deprive man of free moral agency, and degrade him to the 
position of a slave. It was their belief, that, having created man, God had left him 
to himself, independent of a higher influence. They held that man was free to 
control his own life and to shape the events of the world; that his destiny was in his 
own hands. They denied that the Spirit of God works through human efforts or 
natural means DA 604.2 2Peter 1:19,20;Isa. 42:9;Amos 3:7;TM 411.2;412.1;

And now occurred a series of events, which, though seeming to bring only 
defeat and loss to the cause of Christ, were to result in its triumph, giving to the 
world one of the noblest examples of Christian faith, and winning from the ranks 
of its opposers their most active and successful champion. Most of the early 
believers were cut off from family and friends by the zealous bigotry of the Jews. 
Many of the converts had been thrown out of business and exiled from their 
homes, because they had espoused the cause of Christ. It was necessary to 
provide this large number, congregated at Jerusalem, with homes and sustenance. 
Those having money and possessions cheerfully sacrificed them to meet the 
existing emergency. Their means were laid at the feet of the apostles, who made 
distribution to every man according as he had need. LP 14.2

Note: 1). This is a metaphor, because: I knew them well, for SDA’s. The scene 
had changed but the people did not! They have spoken against James and Ellen as 
follows:—

   The Third Angels Message
James White

Page 2



   "The whole advent host once believed that publishing the visions of Daniel 
and John on the chart, from which the swift messengers lectured in 1842 and 
1843, was a fulfillment of this prophecy (Hab.2:2); and the unbelief of those 
who doubt now, does not prove that we were all mistaken then. The passing 
of the time, and the perpetual backsliding and unbelief of Adventists has not 
changed this truth of God into a lie; but it remains truth still.
   You who participated in this first angel’s message, and felt its power and 
glory, and saw its effects on the people, just go back with me to the camp-
meetings, conferences, and other meetings where the time, 1843, was 
proclaimed from the chart. With what solemnity, zeal and holy confidence 
the servants of the Lord proclaimed the time. And O, how their words fell 
upon the people, melting the hardest sinner’s heart; for God was with them, 
and his Spirit attended the solemn message. The most spiritual and devoted 
in all the churches caught the flame and many who had been trained to 
worship their church and their minister, here learned to “fear God” alone, 
and “give glory to him.” This message weaned us from this world, and led us 
to the feet of Jesus, to seek forgiveness of all our sins, and a free and full 
salvation through the blood of Christ. Dear Brethren, Was this message “from 
heaven or from men?” I know your answer—“from heaven,” Amen.
   We then “tasted of the good word of God, and the powers of the world to 
come,” and we can not, will not, dare not give it up, and call it a “mistake,” 
the “work of man,” “mesmerism,” and “of the Devil,” as many have done, 
and have fallen away. “It is impossible” “to renew” such “to repentance; 
seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an 
open shame.” See Heb.6:4-6."

MY LORD
DELAYETH

HIS COMING
James White
page 2.1,2

   But it is a painful fact that a large portion of the Advent people, and Advent 
ministers, have lost their faith in the soon coming of the Lord. They may still 
cherish the doctrine of Christ’s personal Advent, the literal resurrection of the 
just, prior to the millennium, and the true inheritance of the saints; but faith 



in the immediate coming of the day of God, they have lost. The past Advent 
movement they consider a mistake, and one after another of the pillars of the 
Advent faith they have pulled down. This apostasy has been a gradual, 
deceptive work, so gradual, and so carefully managed by the Advent papers, 
that the brethren who have lost their faith can hardly tell how and where they 
lost it, yet it is gone.
   For several years these unfaithful servants have been saying in their hearts, 
“My Lord delayeth his coming,” as their acts have denied their profession of 
faith in his immediate coming, and they have been overturning one strong 
point after another of the “original Advent faith.” They have continued their 
profession of faith in the immediate Advent of Christ, while their acts have 
shown that they were saying in their hearts, “My Lord delayeth his coming.” 
More recently, however, they have been speaking it out in unmistakable 
terms.

The kingly power formerly revealed in the General Conference at Battle Creek 
is not to be perpetuated. The publishing institution is not to be a kingdom of itself. 
It is essential that the principles that govern in General Conference affairs should 
be maintained in the management of the publishing work and the sanitarium work. 
One is not to think that the branch of the work with which he is connected is of 
vastly more importance than other branches.—8T 232, 233 (1904)

The kingly authority exercised by man over his fellow man is no longer to find 
recognition in our institutions. No man is to feel that he can be conscience for 
another. PCL 235.3

Now I want to say, God has not put any kingly power in our ranks to control this 
or that branch of the work. The work has been greatly restricted by the efforts to 
control it in every line. —GCB, April 3, 1901; LDE 53 PCL 236.6

“. . .  If popery or its principles shall again be legislated into power, the fires of 
persecution will be rekindled against those who will not sacrifice conscience and 
the truth in deference to popular errors. This evil is on the point of realization.”  
{5T 712.1} 

   The class of professed Sabbathkeepers who try to form a union between Christ 
and Belial, who take hold of the truth with one hand and of the world with the 
other, have surrounded their children and clouded the church with an atmosphere 
entirely foreign to religion and the Spirit of Christ. They dared not openly oppose 



the claims of truth. They dared not take a bold stand and say they did not believe 
the testimonies; but, while nominally believing both, they have obeyed neither. By 
their course of action they have denied both. They desire the Lord to fulfill to them 
His promises; but they refuse to comply with the conditions on which these 
promises are based. They will not relinquish every rival for Christ. Under the 
preaching of the word there is a partial suppression of worldliness, but no radical 
change of the affections. Worldly desires, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life ultimately gain the victory. This class are all professed 
Christians. Their names are on the church books. They live for a time a seemingly 
religious life and then yield their hearts, too often finally, to the predominating 
influence of the world. {5T 52.2} 

     As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third 
angel's message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, 
abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the 
world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the 
same light (DA 635.1); and when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose 
the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the 
truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most 
bitter enemies of their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before 
the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates are the most efficient agents of 
Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to 
stir up the rulers against them.  {GC 608.2}{GC88 608.1}{4SP 426.1}{Mar 
196.2}{FLB 336.7}{LDE 180.6}DA 618.2-TM 437.1; GC 597.2.

“The conviction is gaining ground in the world that Seventh-day Adventists are 
giving the trumpet an uncertain sound, that they are following worldlings." {TM 
86.2}  {GCB, April 1, 1897 par. 2} {1888 1332.1} 

   The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a great 
reformation was to take place among Seventh-Day Adventists, and that this 
reformation would consist in giving up the doctrines which stand as the pillars of 
our faith, and engaging in a process of reorganization. Were this reformation to 
take place, what would result? The principles of truth that God in His wisdom 
has given to the remnant church, would be discarded. Our religion would be 
changed. The fundamental principles that have sustained the work for the last 
fifty years would be counted as error. A new organization would be established. 
Books of a new order would be written. A system of intellectual philosophy would 
be introduced. The founders of this system would go into the cities, and do a 
wonderful work. The sabbath, of coarse, would be lightly regarded, as also the God 
who created it. Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new 



movement. The leaders would teach that virtue is better than vice, but God being 
removed, they would place their dependence on human power, which, without 
God, is worthless. Their foundation would be built on sand, storm and tempest 
would sweep away the structure. {1SM 204.2}

     There is to be in the [Seventh-day Adventist] churches a wonderful 
manifestation of the power of God, but it will not move upon those who have not 
humbled themselves before the Lord, and opened the door of the heart by 
confession and repentance. In the manifestation of that power which lightens the 
earth with the glory of God, they will see only something which in their blindness 
they think dangerous, something which will arouse their fears, and they will 
brace themselves to resist it. Because the Lord does not work according to their 
ideas and expectations they will oppose the work. "Why," they say, "should we not 
know the Spirit of God, when we have been in the work so many years?"--RH 
Extra, Dec. 23, 1890.  {LDE 209.3}
     The third angel's message will not be comprehended, the light which will 
lighten the earth with its glory will be called a false light, by those who refuse to 
walk in its advancing glory.—RH May 27, 1890.  {LDE 210.1}{Mar chapter 219.}

     There are persons in the church who are not converted, and who will not unite 
in earnest, prevailing prayer. We must enter upon the work individually. We must 
pray more, and talk less. Iniquity abounds, and the people must be taught not to be 
satisfied with a form of godliness without the spirit and power. If we are intent 
upon searching our own hearts, putting away our sins, and correcting our evil 
tendencies, our souls will not be lifted up unto vanity; we shall be distrustful of 
ourselves, having an abiding sense that our sufficiency is of God.  {RH, March 22, 
1887 par. 3}  
     We have far more to fear from within than from without. The hindrances to 
strength and success are far greater from the church itself than from the world. 
Unbelievers have a right to expect that those who profess to be keeping the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, will do more than any other class to 
promote and honor, by their consistent lives, by their godly example and their 
active influence, the cause which they represent. But how often have the professed 
advocates of the truth proved the greatest obstacle to its advancement! The 
unbelief indulged, the doubts expressed, the darkness cherished, encourage the 
presence of evil angels, and open the way for the accomplishment of Satan's 
devices.  {RH, March 22, 1887 par. 4}

     Many will stand in our pulpits with the torch of false prophecy in their hands, 
kindled from the hellish torch of Satan. If doubts and unbelief are cherished, the 
faithful ministers will be removed from the people who think they know so much. 
"If thou hadst known," said Christ, "even thou, at least in this thy day, the things 



which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes."  {TM 409.3}

    I have been shown that many who profess to have a knowledge of present truth 
know not what they believe. They do not understand the evidences of their faith. 
They have no just appreciation of the work for the present time. When the time of 
trial shall come, there are men now preaching to others who will find, upon 
examining the positions they hold, that there are many things for which they can 
give no satisfactory reason. Until thus tested they knew not their great ignorance. 
And there are many in the church who take it for granted that they understand what 
they believe; but, until controversy arises, they do not know their own weakness. 
When separated from those of like faith and compelled to stand singly and alone 
to explain their belief, they will be surprised to see how confused are their ideas of 
what they had accepted as truth. Certain it is that there has been among us a 
departure from the living God and a turning to men, putting human in place of 
divine wisdom.  {5T 707.2} 

. . . Now is the time for God's people to show themselves true to principle. When 
the religion of Christ is most held in contempt, when His law is most despised, 
then should our zeal be the warmest and our courage and firmness the most 
unflinching. To stand in defense of truth and righteousness when the majority 
forsake us, to fight the battles of the Lord when champions are few—this will be 
our test. At this time we must gather warmth from the coldness of others, courage 
from their cowardice, and loyalty from their treason. The nation will be on the 
side of the great rebel leader. 2TT 31.2;5T 136.2;RH Jan. 11:1887, Par. 2

See the Study on the:— 7Thunders.    SDA Pioneer Books, James White, Uriah 
Smith, JN Loughborough, JN Andrews & others ,SDA Pillars

      The mighty angel who instructed John was no less a personage than Jesus 
Christ. Setting His right foot on the sea, and His left upon the dry land, shows the 
part which He is acting in the closing scenes of the great controversy with Satan. 
This position denotes His supreme power and authority over the whole earth. The 
controversy has waxed stronger and more determined from age to age, and will 
continue to do so, to the concluding scenes when the masterly working of the 
powers of darkness shall reach their height. Satan, united with evil men, will 
deceive the whole world and the churches who receive not the love of the truth. 
But the mighty angel demands attention. He cries with a loud voice. He is to show 
the power and authority of His voice to those who have united with Satan to 
oppose the truth. After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction 
comes to John as to Daniel in regard to the little book: “Seal up those things which 
the seven thunders uttered” (Revelation 10:4). These relate to future events which 
will be disclosed in their order. Daniel shall stand in his lot at the end of the days. 

https://sdapillars.org/media/7Thunders.pdf
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John sees the little book unsealed. Then Daniel's prophecies have their proper 
place in the first, second, and third angels’ messages to be given to the world. The 
unsealing of the little book was the message in relation to time. 1MR 99.1
   The books of Daniel and the Revelation are one. One is a prophecy, the other a 
revelation; one a book sealed, the other a book opened. John heard the mysteries 
which the thunders uttered, but he was commanded not to write them. The special 
light given to John which was expressed in the seven thunders was a delineation 
of events which would transpire under the first and second angels’ messages. It 
was not best for the people to know these things, for their faith must necessarily 
be tested. In the order of God, most wonderful and advanced truths would be 
proclaimed. The first and second angels’ messages were to be proclaimed, but no 
further light was to be revealed before these messages had done their specific 
work. This is represented by the angel standing with one foot on the sea, 
proclaiming with a most solemn oath that time should be no longer. 1MR 99.2

Note: These 3 messages continue til the close of time.

   The time.  These two verses close the vision proper of chapter 8; and they 
introduce the one remaining point which of all others would naturally be of the 
most absorbing interest to the prophet and to all the church; namely, the time the 
desolating powers previously brought to view were to continue. How long shall 
they continue their course of oppression against God’s people, and of blasphemy 
against high Heaven? Daniel, if time had been given, might perhaps have asked 
this question himself, but God is ever ready to anticipate our wants and sometimes 
to answer even before we ask. Hence two celestial beings appear  upon the scene, 
holding a conversation, in the hearing of the prophet, upon this question which it 
is so important that the church should understand. Daniel heard one saint 
speaking. What this saint spoke at this time we are not informed; but there must 
have been something either in the matter or the manner of this speaking which 
made a deep impression upon the mind of Daniel, inasmuch as he uses it in the 
very next sentence as a designating title, calling the angel “that certain saint which 
spake.” He may have spoken something of the same nature as that which the 
seven thunders of the Apocalypse uttered (Revelation 10:3), and which, for some 
good reason, John was restrained from writing. But another saint asked this one 
that spake an important question: How long the vision? and both the question and 
the answer are placed upon record, which is prima-facie evidence that this is a 
matter which it was designed that the church should understand. And this view is 
further confirmed by the fact that the angel did not ask this question for his own 
information, inasmuch as the answer was addressed to Daniel, as the one whom it 
chiefly concerned, and for whose information it was given. “And he said unto me,” 
said Daniel, recording the answer to the Angel’s question, “Unto two thousand and 
three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”DAR1897 156.3




