From the pulpits of today the words are uttered: "Believe, only believe. Have
faith in Christ; you have nothing to do with the old law, only trust in Christ."
How different is this from the words of the apostle who declares that faith without
works is dead. He says, "But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves" (James 1:22). We must have that faith that works by
love and purifies the soul. Many seek to substitute a superficial faith for
uprightness of life and think through this to obtain salvation. {FW 89.2}
The law and the gospel go hand in hand. The one is the complement of the other.
The law without faith in the gospel of Christ cannot save the transgressor of law.
The gospel without the law is inefficient and powerless. The law and the gospel
are a perfect whole. {1888 Materials. EGW. Chap. 100 - Diary Entries. 783.2}
The most eloquent sermon that can be preached upon the law of Ten
Commandments is to do them. Obedience should be made a personal duty.
Negligence of this duty is flagrant sin. God lays us under obligations not only to
secure heaven ourselves, but to feel it a binding duty to show others the way and,
through our care and disinterested love, to lead toward Christ those who come
within the sphere of our influence. The singular absence of principle that
characterizes the lives of many professed Christians is alarming. Their disregard
of God's law disheartens those who recognize its sacred claims and tends to turn
those from the truth who would otherwise accept it. 4T 58.2
The conflict is to wax fiercer and fiercer. Satan will take the field and personate
Christ. He will misrepresent, misapply, and pervert everything he possibly can, to
deceive, if possible, the very elect. Even in our day there have been and will
continue to be entire families who have once rejoiced in the truth, but who will lose
faith because of calumnies and falsehoods brought to them in regard to those
whom they have loved and with whom they have had sweet counsel. They opened
their hearts to the sowing of tares; the tares sprang up among the wheat; they
strengthened; the crop of wheat became less and less; and the precious truth lost
its power to them. For a time a false zeal accompanied their new theories, which
hardened their hearts against the advocates of truth as did the Jews against
Christ. {TM 411.2}
Under the zeal of Satan, some have for a time the appearance of men in a
flourishing condition; but it is only for a season. Satan carried them so far that they
do despite to the Spirit of God. They spread themselves like a green bay tree. The
Lord suffers them for a time. He allows them to manifest their envy and hatred
against the people of God, as He has allowed Satan to develop his character, that he
might stand before the heavenly universe, before the worlds unfallen, and the
fallen world, in his true attributes, as a deceiver, an accuser of the brethren, a
murderer at heart. {TM 412.1}

