When it is in the heart to obey God, when efforts are put forth to this end, Jesus
accepts this disposition and effort as man's best service, and He makes up for the
deficiency with His own divine merit. But He will not accept those who claim to
have faith in Him and yet are disloyal to His Father's commandment. We hear a
great deal about faith, but we need to hear a great deal more about works. Many
are deceiving their own souls by living an easy-going, accommodating, crossless
religion. FW 50.1
Note: In what is this deficiency made up, God’s Commandments? No else He’d
be on trial for our refusal to meet the divine standard. See ML 250, 1SM 382.
On the other hand, faith in Jesus Christ, while refusing obedience to the law of
the Father is presumption. An effort to obtain friendship with the Son, while
living in rebellion against the Father, is Heaven-daring. No greater insult can be
offered to either the Father or the Son. What! separate the Father and the Son, by
trampling on the authority of the one, and making a friend of the other? “I and
my Father are one.” The Jew insults the Father, in his rejection of the Son; and the
Christian flings in the face of the Heaven equal insult, in all his acts of worship
in which he vainly thinks to make Jesus his friend while, with light upon the
subject, he breaks the commandments of God. {LG J.W. 6.4-7 reprint}{JW,
JWLI THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL. 355.1}
What are the Deficiencies.
The Lord Jesus takes those whom He finds will be molded, and uses them for
His name's glory, to meet His own spiritual conception. He uses material that
others would pass by, and works all who will be worked. Through very simple
means a door is opened in heaven, and the simplicity of the human agent is used
by God to reveal God to man. 6T 444.1
Have you tasted of the powers of the world to come? Have you been eating the
flesh and drinking the blood of the Son of God? Then, although ministerial hands
may not have been laid upon you in ordination, Christ has laid His hands upon
you and has said: “Ye are My witnesses.” 6T 444.2
Those whom God employs as His instruments may be regarded by some as
inefficient; but if they can pray, if in simplicity they can talk the truth because
they love it, they may reach the people through the Holy Spirit's power. As they
present the truth in simplicity, reading from the word or recalling incidents of
experience, the Holy Spirit makes an impression on mind and character. The will
becomes subordinate to the will of God; the truth heretofore not understood comes
to the heart with living conviction and becomes a spiritual reality. 6T 444.3
Lack of education—Jesus, Apostles, EGW had only a 3rd grade education,

experience, public address, social graces-etiquette, means-money, opportunities.
Educated workers who are consecrated to God can do service in a greater variety
of ways and can accomplish more extensive work than can those who are
uneducated. Their discipline of mind places them on vantage ground. But those
who have neither great talents nor extensive education may minister acceptably
to others. God will use men who are willing to be used. It is not the most brilliant
or the most talented persons whose work produces the greatest and most lasting
results. Men and women are needed who have heard a message from heaven. The
most effective workers are those who respond to the invitation, “Take My yoke
upon you, and learn of Me.” Matthew 11:29. MH 150.1
It is heart missionaries that are needed. He whose heart God touches is filled
with a great longing for those who have never known His love. Their condition
impresses him with a sense of personal woe. Taking his life in his hand, he goes
forth, a heaven-sent, heaven-inspired messenger, to do a work in which angels can
co-operate. MH 150.2
If those to whom God has entrusted great talents of intellect put these gifts to a
selfish use, they will be left, after a period of trial, to follow their own way. God
will take men who do not appear to be so richly endowed, who have not large
self-confidence, and He will make the weak strong, because they trust in Him to
do for them that which they cannot do for themselves. God will accept the
wholehearted service, and will Himself make up the deficiencies. MH 150.3
The Lord has often chosen for His colaborers men who have had opportunity
to obtain but a limited school education. These men have applied their powers
most diligently, and the Lord has rewarded their fidelity to His work, their
industry, their thirst for knowledge. He has witnessed their tears and heard their
prayers. As His blessing came to the captives in the courts of Babylon, so does He
give wisdom and knowledge to His workers today. MH 150.4
See ChS 257, CM 109, 4T 218.2
John 7:15 And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters,
having never learned?
Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived
that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took
knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.
1Cor. 1:27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things
which are mighty; 28 And base things of the world, and things which are
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought

things that are: 29 That no flesh should glory in his presence.

