
In the last great conflict of the controversy with Satan those who are loyal to 
God will see every earthly support cut off. Because they refuse to break His law in 
obedience to earthly powers, they will be forbidden to buy or sell. It will finally 
be decreed that they shall be put to death. See Revelation 13:11-17. But to the 
obedient is given the promise, “He shall dwell on high: his place of defense shall 
be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure.” 
Isaiah 33:16. By this promise the children of God will live. When the earth shall 
be wasted with famine, they shall be fed. “They shall not be ashamed in the evil 
time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied.” Psalm 37:19. To that time 
of distress the prophet Habakkuk looked forward, and his words express the 
faith of the church: “Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be 
in the vines; the labor of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.” Habakkuk 3:17, 
18. DA 121.3

As Moses told the king of the plague which would come upon them, more 
dreadful than any that had yet visited Egypt, which would cause all his great 
counselors to bow down before him, and entreat the Israelites to leave Egypt, the 
king was exceedingly angry. He was enraged because he could not intimidate 
Moses, and make him tremble before his kingly authority. But Moses leaned for 
support upon a mightier arm than that of any earthly monarch. 3SG 222.1

   And now occurred a series of events, which, though seeming to bring only defeat 
and loss to the cause of Christ, were to result in its triumph, giving to the world one 
of the noblest examples of Christian faith, and winning from the ranks of its 
opposers their most active and successful champion. Most of the early believers 
were cut off from family and friends by the zealous bigotry of the Jews. Many of 
the converts had been thrown out of business and exiled from their homes, 
because they had espoused the cause of Christ. It was necessary to provide this 
large number, congregated at Jerusalem, with homes and sustenance. Those having 
money and possessions cheerfully sacrificed them to meet the existing emergency. 
Their means were laid at the feet of the apostles, who made distribution to every 
man according as he had need. LP 14.2

   However distinguished his position might be, he [the manslayer] must suffer the 
penalty of his crime. The safety and purity of the nation demanded that the sin of 
murder be severely punished. Human life, which God alone could give, must be 
sacredly guarded. 2BC 999.2
   The blood of the victim, like the blood of Abel, will cry to God for vengeance on 
the murderer and on all who shield him from the punishment of his crime. 
Whoever,—be it individual or city,—will excuse the crime of the murderer, when 
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convinced of his guilt, is a partaker of his sin, and will surely suffer the wrath of 
God. The Lord designed to impress upon His people the terrible guilt of murder, 
while He would make the most thorough and merciful provision for the acquittal of 
the innocent (The Signs of the Times, January 20, 1881). 2BC 999.3

  The human heart longs for sympathy in suffering. This longing Christ felt to the 
very depths of His being. In the supreme agony of His soul He came to His 
disciples with a yearning desire to hear some words of comfort from those whom 
He had so often blessed and comforted, and shielded in sorrow and distress. The 
One who had always had words of sympathy for them was now suffering 
superhuman agony, and He longed to know that they were praying for Him and for 
themselves. How dark seemed the malignity of sin! Terrible was the temptation to 
let the human race bear the consequences of its own guilt, while He stood 
innocent before God. If He could only know that His disciples understood and 
appreciated this, He would be strengthened. DA 687.3

But it was not merely to preserve Luther from the wrath of his enemies, nor 
even to afford him a season of quiet for these important labors, that God had 
withdrawn His servant from the stage of public life. There were results more 
precious than these to be secured. In the solitude and obscurity of his mountain 
retreat, Luther was removed from earthly supports and shut out from human 
praise. He was thus saved from the pride and self-confidence that are so often 
caused by success. By suffering and humiliation he was prepared again to walk 
safely upon the dizzy heights to which he had been so suddenly exalted. GC 
169.1

Now, as in Christ's day, the work of God's kingdom lies not with those who are 
clamoring for recognition and support by earthly rulers and human laws, but 
with those who are declaring to the people in His name those spiritual truths 
that will work in the receivers the experience of Paul: “I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” Galatians 2:20. Then 
they will labor as did Paul for the benefit of men. He said, “Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 2 Corinthians 5:20. DA 510.2

Jesus invites us to come to Him and He will lift the weights from our weary 
shoulders and place upon us His yoke, which is easy, and His burden, which is 
light. The path in which He invites us to walk would never have cost us a pang 
had we always walked in it. It is when we stray from the path of duty that the 
way becomes difficult and thorny. The sacrifices which we must make in 
following Christ are only so many steps to return to the path of light, of peace and 
happiness. Doubts and fears grow by indulgence, and the more they are indulged, 
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the harder they are to overcome. It is safe to let go every earthly support and take 
the hand of Him who lifted up and saved the sinking disciple on the stormy sea.—
Testimonies for the Church 4:558 (1881). 2MCP 480.2

The mother has had especial strength and wisdom from God to encourage and 
help her husband, and to do much in binding her children to her heart and 
strengthening their affection for their parents and for one another. I saw that 
angels of mercy were hovering over this family, although prospects looked so dark 
and foreboding. Those who have had bowels of compassion for Brother S will 
never have cause to regret it, for he is a child of God, beloved of Him. The 
depressed state of the church has been very detrimental to his health. I saw him 
looking on the dark side, distrustful of himself, and looking down into the grave. 
He must not dwell on these things, but look to Jesus, a pattern that is unerring. He 
must encourage cheerfulness and courage in the Lord—talk faith, talk hope; rest 
in God, and not feel that a severe, taxing effort is required on his part. All that 
God requires is simple trust—to drop into His arms with all his weakness, and 
brokenness, and imperfection, and Jesus will help the helpless, and strengthen and 
build up those who feel that they are very weakness itself. God will be glorified in 
his affliction, through the patience, faith, and submission exemplified by him. Oh! 
this will prove the power of the truth we profess; it is consolation when we need 
it; it is support when every prop of an earthly nature, which has been a 
measurable support, is removed. 2T 98.1

After the meeting closed we visited Mary Maxson Fisk. We found her very near 
her end. Oh, how precious seemed the dear Saviour in the trying hour of death! 
When the hold of poor mortals is broken off from every earthly support, where 
shall they fasten their trembling grasp? The faithful Christians have a staff 
upon which they can lean with perfect security. We told her that when we again 
met we expected to see the emaciated countenance filled, the lusterless eyes 
brightened, the crown of immortality upon the brow. She asked me to pray. I had 
great freedom in so doing. She wished she had strength to praise God aloud. 
1LtMs, Ms 12, 1868, par. 9

O, my sister, why so fearing, why so timid, why not cling to the mighty One? If 
you fear God, you need not fear anything beside. If you please Him, you will 
secure everything your soul requires. As long as you are true to yourself and to 
your God, no power of earth or hell will be able to move you from your hope of 
the Gospel or destroy your peace in Jesus. You may have threats and your course 
be prescribed. You cannot be permanently injured. Who shall harm you if ye be 
followers of that which is good? It may seem that Satan and hell are bent on your 
destruction, but consider greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world. 
Let your faith grasp the promises of God and you will come off triumphant for 
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this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. You are too much like 
a clinging vine. Your tendrils [need to] entwine about God. In order to be thus, 
they must be shaken and cut off from earthly support. Make God your strength. 
He is the Rock of Ages, cleft for you and you may hide yourself in Him. 3LtMs, 
Lt 4a, 1880, par. 12

True and abiding happiness can never be derived from any human being. We 
may have special, select friends that, all unperceived and unacknowledged by us, 
we place in the heart where God should be, and we can never perfect a round, full, 
Christian experience until every earthly support is removed, and the soul centers 
its entire affections about God. “Except the Lord build the house, they labor in 
vain that build it: except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in 
vain.” [Psalm 127:1.] 9LtMs, Lt 6, 1894, par. 9
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