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   Seventh-day Adventists accept the Bible as their only 
creed and hold certain fundamental beliefs to be the 
teaching of the Holy Scriptures. These beliefs, as set 
forth here, constitute the church’s understanding and 
expression of the teaching of Scripture. Revision of 
these statements may be expected at a General Confer-
ence session when the church is led by the Holy Spirit 
to a fuller understanding of Bible truth or finds better 
language in which to express the teachings of God’s 
Holy Word.

   1. Holy Scriptures:
   The Holy Scriptures, Old and New Testaments, are 
the written Word of God, given by divine inspiration 
through holy men of God who spoke and wrote as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit. In this Word, God has 
committed to man the knowledge necessary for salva-
tion. The Holy Scriptures are the infallible revelation of 
His will. They are the standard of character, the test of 
experience, the authoritative revealer of doctrines, and 
the trustworthy record of God’s acts in history. (2 Peter 
1:20, 21; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17; Ps. 119:105; Prov. 30:5, 6; 
Isa. 8:20; John 17:17; 1 Thess. 2:13; Heb. 4:12.)
   2. Trinity:
   There is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a 
unity of three co-eternal Persons. God is immortal, 
all-powerful, all-knowing, above all, and ever present. 
He is infinite and beyond human comprehension, yet 
known through His self-revelation. He is forever wor-
thy of worship, adoration, and service by the whole cre-
ation. (Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 4:4-6; 
1 Peter 1:2; 1 Tim. 1:17; Rev. 14:7.)
   3. Father:
   God the eternal Father is the Creator, Source, Sus-
tainer, and Sovereign of all creation. He is just and holy, 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness. The qualities and pow-
ers exhibited in the Son and the Holy Spirit are also 
revelations of the Father. (Gen. 1:1; Rev. 4:11; 1 Cor. 
15:28; John 3:16; 1 John 4:8; 1 Tim. 1:17; Ex. 34:6, 7; 
John 14:9.)
   4. Son: 
   God the eternal Son became incarnate in Jesus Christ. 
Through Him all things were created, the character of 
God is revealed, the salvation of humanity is accom-
plished, and the world is judged. Forever truly God, He 
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Fundamental  Principles of Se-
venth-day Adventists

BY THE LATE URIAH SMITH

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS have no creed but the Bi-
ble; but they hold to certain well-defined points of faith, 
for which they feel prepared to give a reason “to ev-
ery man that asketh” them.  The following propositions 
may be taken as a summary of the principal features 
of their religious faith, upon which there is, so far as 
is known, entire unanimity throughout the body.  They 
believe:—   
   1.  That there is one God, a personal, spiritual being, 
the Creator of all things, omnipotent, omniscient, and 
eternal; infinite in wisdom, holiness, justice, goodness, 
truth and mercy; unchangeable and every-where pres-
ent by his representative, the Holy Spirit. Ps. 139:7. 
   2.  That there is one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the 
eternal Father, the one by whom he created all things, 
and by whom they do consist; that he took on him the 
nature of the seed of Abraham for the redemption of our 
fallen race; that he dwelt among men, full of grace and 
truth, lived our example, died our sacrifice, was raised 
for our justification, ascended on high to be our only 
mediator in the sanctuary in heaven, where through the 
merits of his shed blood, he secures the pardon and for-
giveness of the sins of all those who persistently come 
to him; and as the closing portion of work as priest, 
before he takes his throne as king, he will make the 
great atonement for the sins of all such, and their sins 
will then be blotted out (Acts 3:19) and born away from 
the sanctuary, as shown in the service of the Levitical 
priesthood, which foreshadowed and prefigured the 
ministry of our Lord in heaven.  See Lev. 16; Heb. 8:4, 
5; 9:6, 7.
   3.  That the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Tes-
tament were given by inspiration of God, contain a full 
revelation of his will to man, and are the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice. 
   4.  That baptism is an ordinance of the Christian 
church, to follow faith and repentance,—an ordinance 
by which we commemorate the resurrection of Christ, 
as by this act we show our faith in his burial and resur-
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rection, and through that, in the resurrection of all the 
saints at the last day; and that no other mode more fitly 
represents these facts than that which the Scriptures 
prescribe, namely immersion. Rom. 6:3-5; Col. 2:l2. 
   5.  That the new birth comprises the entire change 
necessary to fit us for the kingdom of God, and consists 
of two parts:  First, a moral change wrought by con-
version and a Christian life (John 5:3) second, a physi-
cal change at the second coming of Christ, whereby, 
if dead, we are raised incorruptible, and if living, are 
changed to immortality in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye.  Luke 20, 36; 1 Cor. 15:51, 52. 
   6.  That prophecy is a part of God’s revelation to man; 
that it is included in that Scripture which is profitable 
for instruction (2 Tim. 3:16); that it is designed for us 
and our children (Deut. 29:29); that so far from being 
enshrouded in impenetrable mystery, it is that which es-
pecially constitutes the word of God a lamp to our feet 
and a light in our path (Ps. 119:105; 2 Peter 1:19); that 
a blessing is pronounced upon those who study it (Rev. 
1:1-3); and that, consequently, it is to be understood 
by the people of God sufficiently to show them their 
position in the world’s history and the special duties 
required at their hands. 
   7.  That the world’s history from specified dates  in the 
past, the rise and fall of empires, and the chronological 
succession of events down to the setting up of God’s 
everlasting kingdom, are outlined in numerous great 
chains of prophecy; and that these prophecies are now 
all fulfilled except the closing scenes.  
   8.  That the doctrine of the world’s conversion and a 
temporal millennium is a fable of these last days, cal-
culated to lull men into a state of carnal security, and 
cause them to be overtaken by the great day of the Lord 
as by a thief in the night (1 Thess. 5:3); that the second 
coming of Christ is to precede, not follow, the millen-
nium; for until the Lord appears, the papal power, with 
all its abominations, is to continue (2 Thess. 2, 8), the 
wheat and the tares grow together (Matt. 13:29, 30, 39), 
and evil men and seducers wax worse and worse, as the 
word of God declares.  2 Tim. 3:1, 13. 
   9.  That the mistake of Adventists in 1844 pertained to 
the nature of the event then to transpire not to the time; 
that no prophetic period is given to reach the second 
advent, but that the longest one, the two thousand and 
three hundred days of Dan. 8:14, terminated in 1844, 
and brought us to an event called the cleansing of the 
sanctuary. 1

___________

became also truly man, Jesus the Christ. He was con-
ceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He lived and experienced temptation as a human being, 
but perfectly exemplified the righteousness and love 
of God. By His miracles He manifested God’s power 
and was attested as God’s promised Messiah. He suf-
fered and died voluntarily on the cross for our sins and 
in our place, was raised from the dead, and ascended 
to minister in the heavenly sanctuary in our behalf. He 
will come again in glory for the final deliverance of His 
people and the restoration of all things. (John 1:1-3, 14; 
Col. 1:15-19; John 10:30; 14:9; Rom. 6:23; 2 Cor. 5:17-
19; John 5:22; Luke 1:35; Phil. 2:5-11; Heb. 2:9-18; 1 
Cor. 15:3, 4; Heb. 8:1, 2; John 14:1-3.)
   5. Holy Spirit:
   God the eternal Spirit was active with the Father and 
the Son in Creation, incarnation, and redemption. He 
inspired the writers of Scripture. He filled Christ’s life 
with power. He draws and convicts human beings; and 
those who respond He renews and transforms into the 
image of God. Sent by the Father and the Son to be 
always with His children, He extends spiritual gifts to 
the church, empowers it to bear witness to Christ, and 
in harmony with the Scriptures leads it into all truth. 
(Gen. 1:1, 2; Luke 1:35; 4:18; Acts 10:38; 2 Peter 1:21; 
2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 4:11, 12; Acts 1:8; John 14:16-18, 26; 
15:26, 27; 16:7-13.)
   6. Creation: 
   God is Creator of all things, and has revealed in Scrip-
ture the authentic account of His creative activity. In six 
days the Lord made “the heaven and the earth” and all 
living things upon the earth, and rested on the seventh 
day of that first week. Thus He established the Sab-
bath as a perpetual memorial of His completed creative 
work. The first man and woman were made in the im-
age of God as the crowning work of Creation, given do-
minion over the world, and charged with responsibility 
to care for it. When the world was finished it was ``very 
good,’’ declaring the glory of God. (Gen. 1; 2; Ex. 20:8-
11; Ps. 19:1-6; 33:6, 9; 104; Heb. 11:3.)
   7. Nature of Man: 
   Man and woman were made in the image of God with 
individuality, the power and freedom to think and to do. 
Though created free beings, each is an indivisible uni-
ty of body, mind, and spirit, dependent upon God for 
life and breath and all else. When our first parents dis-
obeyed God, they denied their dependence upon Him 
and fell from their high position under God. The image 
of God in them was marred and they became subject to 
death. Their descendants share this fallen nature and its 



   1 The Adventists of 1844 expected that the end of the world 
would come in that year, because they held that certain prophecies 
would then be fulfilled, which they believed reached to the coming 
of the Lord. Chief among these was the prophecy of Dan. 8: 13, 
14, which says that at the end of the prophetic period of 2300 days 
(years) the sanctuary should be cleansed. They believed that the 
earth was the sanctuary then to be cleansed, and that its cleansing 
was to be accomplished with fire, which would accompany the 
manifestation of the Lord from heaven. From these premises, the 
conclusion seemed inevitable that when the 2300 years ended, in 
1844, the Lord would come.
   But the day passed, and no Saviour appeared. Suspended be-
tween hope and fear, and waiting until every plausible allowance 
for possible inaccuracies of reckoning and variations of time was 
exhausted, it became at length apparent that a great mistake had 
been made, and that the mistake must be on one or both of the fol-
lowing points: either, first, the period of the 2300 days did not end 
at that time, and they had made a mistake in supposing that they 
would terminate in that year; or second, the cleansing of the sanc- 
tuary was not to be the burning of the earth at the second coming 
of Christ, and hence they had made a mistake in expecting such an 
event at that time. While there was a possibility that they had made 
a mistake on both these points, it was certain that they had made a 
mistake on one of them; and either one would be sufficient to ac-
count for the fact that the Lord did not then appear.
   A movement which had enlisted the whole interest of thousands 
upon thousands, and thrilled their hearts with enthusiastic hope, 
was not to be abandoned, especially by its more conservative and 
sincere adherents, without earnest thought and reflection. The 
whole field of evidence was therefore carefully resurveyed. It soon 
became apparent that two methods were being adopted to account 
for the fact that the Lord did not come when he was expected, and 
to explain the consequent disappointment.
   One class, at a rash bound, reached the conclusion that they had 
made a mistake in the time, and that the prophetic periods had 
not expired. This was, of course, to abandon the whole previous 
movement, with all its accompanying manifestations of divine 
power; for if the time was wrong, everything was wrong.
   Another class, impressed with the fact that God had given too 
much evidence of his connection with the movement to allow them 
to abandon it, carefully reviewed the evidence on every point. The 
result with them was a clearer conviction of the strength and har-
mony of the argument on chronology. They saw no ground to 
change their views upon the reckoning of the time, but felt more 
convinced than ever that the 2300 days were correctly applied, 
and that they terminated at the time appointed in 1844. Thus they 
became satisfied that the error lay in their previous views of the 
subject of the sanctuary and its cleansing, and that they had made 
a mistake in supposing that the earth would be burned at the end of 
the 2300 days, because the prophecy said that then the “ sanctuary” 
should “ be cleansed.”
   This brings us to note the difference between Seventh-day Ad-
ventists and those called First-day Adventists, as respects chro-
nology. The latter, believing that the prophetic periods were given 
to make known the time of Christ’s coming, and that they have 
not yet ended, are held to one of two conclusions: either that all 
that is said in the Bible about these periods is so much of revela-
tion unrevealed, or else that the time of Christ’s coming is to be 
known. The first conclusion, as consistent believers in the Bible, 
they can not adopt, and hence their continual efforts to readjust the 

consequences. They are born with weaknesses and ten-
dencies to evil. But God in Christ reconciled the world 
to Himself and by His Spirit restores in penitent mortals 
the image of their Maker. Created for the glory of God, 
they are called to love Him and one another, and to care 
for their environment. (Gen. 1:26-28; 2:7; Ps. 8:4-8; 
Acts 17:24-28; Gen. 3; Ps. 51:5; Rom. 5:12-17; 2 Cor. 
5:19, 20; Ps. 51:10; 1 John 4:7, 8, 11, 20; Gen. 2:15.)
   8. Great Controversy: 
   All humanity is now involved in a great controversy 
between Christ and Satan regarding the character of 
God, His law, and His sovereignty over the universe. 
This conflict originated in heaven when a created be-
ing, endowed with freedom of choice, in self-exaltation 
became Satan, God’s adversary, and led into rebellion a 
portion of the angels. He introduced the spirit of rebel-
lion into this world when he led Adam and Eve into sin. 
This human sin resulted in the distortion of the image of 
God in humanity, the disordering of the created world, 
and its eventual devastation at the time of the world-
wide flood. Observed by the whole creation, this world 
became the arena of the universal conflict, out of which 
the God of love will ultimately be vindicated. To assist 
His people in this controversy, Christ sends the Holy 
Spirit and the loyal angels to guide, protect, and sustain 
them in the way of salvation. (Rev. 12:4-9; Isa. 14:12-
14; Eze. 28:12-18; Gen. 3; Rom. 1:19-32; 5:12-21; 
8:19-22; Gen. 6-8; 2 Peter 3:6; 1 Cor. 4:9; Heb. 1:14.)
   9. Life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ:
   In Christ’s life of perfect obedience to God’s will, His 
suffering, death, and resurrection, God provided the 
only means of atonement for human sin, so that those 
who by faith accept this atonement may have eternal 
life, and the whole creation may better understand the 
infinite and holy love of the Creator. This perfect atone-
ment vindicates the righteousness of God’s law and the 
graciousness of His character; for it both condemns 
our sin and provides for our forgiveness. The death of 
Christ is substitutionary and expiatory, reconciling and 
transforming. The resurrection of Christ proclaims 
God’s triumph over the forces of evil, and for those 
who accept the atonement assures their final victory 
over sin and death. It declares the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ, before whom every knee in heaven and on earth 
will bow. (John 3:16; Isa. 53; 1 Peter 2:21, 22; 1 Cor. 
15:3, 4, 20-22; 2 Cor. 5:14, 15, 19-21; Rom. 1:4; 3:25; 
4:25; 8:3, 4; 1 John 2:2; 4:10; Col. 2:15; Phil. 2:6-11.)
   10. Experience of Salvation: 
   In infinite love and mercy God made Christ, who 
knew no sin, to be sin for us, so that in Him we might 



prophetic periods, and fix upon some new time for Christ to come. 
From this has arisen, in these later years, all the fantastic time-set-
ting which has very naturally disgusted the world, and worse than 
this, has brought a stigma of reproach upon all prophetical study. 
On the other hand, Seventh-day Adventists set no time. While they 
believe that the prophetic periods are to be understood, they be-
lieve also that these periods have been correctly interpreted, and 
have all terminated; so that now there is no data from which to 
reason respecting a definite time for their Lord to come.
   10.  That the sanctuary of the new covenant is the tab-
ernacle of God in heaven, of which Paul speaks in Heb. 
8 and onward, and of which our Lord, as great high 
priest, is minister; that this sanctuary is the antitype of 
the Mosaic tabernacle and that the priestly work of our 
Lord, connected therewith, is the antitype of the work 
of the Jewish priests of the former dispensation (Heb. 
8:1-5, etc.); that this, and not the earth, is the sanctu-
ary to be cleansed at the end of the two thousand and 
three hundred days, what is termed its cleansing being 
in this case, as in the type, simply the entrance of the 
high priest into the most holy place, to finish the round 
of service connected therewith, by making atonement 
and removing from the sanctuary the sins of believers 
(Acts 3:19), and occupies a brief but indefinite space 
in the first apartment (Lev. 16; Heb. 9:22, 23); and that 
this work in the antitype, beginning in 1844, consists in 
actually blotting out the sins of believers (Acts 4:19), 
and occupies a brief but indefinite space of time, at the 
conclusion of which the work of mercy for the world 
will be finished, and the second advent of Christ will 
take place.
   11.  That God’s moral requirements are the same upon 
all men in all dispensations; that these are summarily 
contained in the commandments spoken by Jehovah 
from Sinai, engraven on tables of stone, and deposited 
in the ark, which was in consequence called the “ark 
of the covenant,” or testament (Num. 10:33; Heb. 9:4, 
etc.): that this law is immutable and perpetual, being a 
transcript of the tables deposited in the ark in the true 
sanctuary on high, which is also, for the same reason, 
called the ark of God’s testament: for under the sound-
ing of the seventh trumpet we are told that “the temple 
of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his 
temple the ark of his testament.”  Rev. 11-19. 
   12.  That the fourth commandment of this law re-
quires that we devote the seventh day of each week, 
commonly called Saturday, to abstinence from our own 
labor, and to the performance of sacred and religious 
duties; that this is the only weekly Sabbath known to 
the Bible, being the day that was set apart before Para-
dise was lost (Gen. 2:2, 3), and which will be observed 

be made the righteousness of God. Led by the Holy 
Spirit we sense our need, acknowledge our sinfulness, 
repent of our transgressions, and exercise faith in Je-
sus as Lord and Christ, as Substitute and Example. This 
faith which receives salvation comes through the di-
vine power of the Word and is the gift of God’s grace. 
Through Christ we are justified, adopted as God’s sons 
and daughters, and delivered from the lordship of sin. 
Through the Spirit we are born again and sanctified; the 
Spirit renews our minds, writes God’s law of love in 
our hearts, and we are given the power to live a holy 
life. Abiding in Him we become partakers of the divine 
nature and have the assurance of salvation now and in 
the judgment. (2 Cor. 5:17-21; John 3:16; Gal. 1:4; 4:4-
7; Titus 3:3-7; John 16:8; Gal. 3:13, 14; 1 Peter 2:21, 
22; Rom. 10:17; Luke 17:5; Mark 9:23, 24; Eph. 2:5-
10; Rom. 3:21-26; Col. 1:13, 14; Rom. 8:14-17; Gal. 
3:26; John 3:3-8; 1 Peter 1:23; Rom. 12:2; Heb. 8:7-12; 
Eze. 36:25-27; 2 Peter 1:3, 4; Rom. 8:1-4; 5:6-10.)
   11. Growing in Christ:
   By His death on the cross Jesus triumphed over the 
forces of evil. He who subjugated the demonic spirits 
during His earthly ministry has broken their power and 
made certain their ultimate doom. Jesus’ victory gives 
us victory over the evil forces that still seek to control 
us, as we walk with Him in peace, joy, and assurance 
of His love. Now the Holy Spirit dwells within us and 
empowers us. Continually committed to Jesus as our 
Saviour and Lord, we are set free from the burden of 
our past deeds. No longer do we live in the darkness, 
fear of evil powers, ignorance, and meaninglessness of 
our former way of life. In this new freedom in Jesus, 
we are called to grow into the likeness of His character, 
communing with Him daily in prayer, feeding on His 
Word, meditating on it and on His providence, singing 
His praises, gathering together for worship, and par-
ticipating in the mission of the Church. As we give 
ourselves in loving service to those around us and in 
witnessing to His salvation, His constant presence with 
us through the Spirit transforms every moment and ev-
ery task into a spiritual experience. (Ps 1:1, 2; 23:4; 
77:11, 12; Col 1:13, 14; 2:6, 14, 15; Luke 10:17-20; 
Eph 5:19, 20; 6:12-18; 1 Thess 5:23; 2 Peter 2:9; 3:18; 
2 Cor. 3:17, 18; Phil 3:7-14; 1 Thess 5:16-18; Matt 
20:25-28; John 20:21; Gal 5:22-25; Rom 8:38, 39; 1 
John 4:4; Heb 10:25.)
   12. Church: 
   The church is the community of believers who con-
fess Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. In continuity 
with the people of God in Old Testament times, we are 



in Paradise restored (Isa. 66:22, 23); that the facts upon 
which the Sabbath institution is based confine it to the 
seventh day, as they are not true of any other day, and 
that the terms, Jewish Sabbath, as applied to the seventh 
day, and Christian sabbath, as applied to the first day of 
the week, are names of human invention, unscriptural 
in fact, and false in meaning. 
   13.  That as the man of sin, the papacy, has thought 
to change times and laws (the law of God, Dan. 7:25), 
and has misled almost all Christendom in regard to the 
fourth commandment, we find a prophecy of reform 
in this respect to be wrought among believers just be-
fore the coming of Christ. Isa. 56:l, 2; 1 Peter l:5; Rev. 
14:12, etc. 
   14.  That the followers of Christ should be a pecu-
liar people, not following the maxims, nor conform-
ing to the ways, of the world; not loving its pleasures 
nor countenancing its follies inasmuch as the apostle 
says that “whosoever therefore will be” in this sense, 
“a friend of the world is the enemy of God” James 4:4); 
and Christ says that we can not have two masters, or, 
at the same time, serve God and mammon.  Matt. 6:24. 
   15.  That the Scriptures insist upon plainness and 
modesty of attire as a prominent mark of discipleship in 
those who profess to be the followers of Him who was 
“meek and lowly in heart; “that the wearing of gold, 
pearls, and costly array, or anything designed merely 
to adorn the person and foster the pride of the natural 
heart, is to be discarded, according to such scriptures as 
1 Tim. 2:9, l0; 1 Peter 3:3, 4. 
   16.  That means for the support of evangelical work 
among men should be contributed from love to God 
and love of souls, not raised by church lotteries, or oc-
casions designed to contribute to the fun-loving, appe-
tite-indulging propensities of the sinner, such as fairs, 
festivals, crazy socials, etc., which are a disgrace to the 
professed church of Christ; that the proportion of one’s 
income required in former dispensations can be no less 
under the gospel; that it is the same as Abraham (whose 
children we are, if we are Christ’s.  Gal. 3:29) when 
he gave him a tenth of all (Heb. 7:1-4); the tithe is the 
Lord’s (Lev. 27:30); and this tenth of one’s income is 
also to be supplemented by offerings from those who 
are  able, for the support of the gospel. 2 Cor. 9:6; Mal. 
3:8, 10.
   17.  That as the natural or carnal heart is at enmi-
ty with God and his law, this enmity can be subdued 
only by a radical transformation of the affections, the 
exchange of unholy for holy principles; that this trans-
formation follows repentance and faith, is the special 

called out from the world; and we join together for wor-
ship, for fellowship, for instruction in the Word, for the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper, for service to all man-
kind, and for the worldwide proclamation of the gos-
pel. The church derives its authority from Christ, who 
is the incarnate Word, and from the Scriptures, which 
are the written Word. The church is God’s family; ad-
opted by Him as children, its members live on the basis 
of the new covenant. The church is the body of Christ, 
a community of faith of which Christ Himself is the 
Head. The church is the bride for whom Christ died 
that He might sanctify and cleanse her. At His return 
in triumph, He will present her to Himself a glorious 
church, the faithful of all the ages, the purchase of His 
blood, not having spot or wrinkle, but holy and without 
blemish. (Gen. 12:3; Acts 7:38; Eph. 4:11-15; 3:8-11; 
Matt. 28:19, 20; 16:13-20; 18:18; Eph. 2:19-22; 1:22, 
23; 5:23-27; Col. 1:17, 18.)
   13. Remnant and Its Mission: 
   The universal church is composed of all who truly be-
lieve in Christ, but in the last days, a time of widespread 
apostasy, a remnant has been called out to keep the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus. This remnant 
announces the arrival of the judgment hour, proclaims 
salvation through Christ, and heralds the approach of 
His second advent. This proclamation is symbolized by 
the three angels of Revelation 14; it coincides with the 
work of judgment in heaven and results in a work of re-
pentance and reform on earth. Every believer is called 
to have a personal part in this worldwide witness. (Rev. 
12:17; 14:6-12; 18:1-4; 2 Cor. 5:10; Jude 3, 14; 1 Peter 
1:16-19; 2 Peter 3:10-14; Rev. 21:1-14.)
   14. Unity in the Body of Christ:
   The church is one body with many members, called 
from every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. In 
Christ we are a new creation; distinctions of race, cul-
ture, learning, and nationality, and differences between 
high and low, rich and poor, male and female, must not 
be divisive among us. We are all equal in Christ, who by 
one Spirit has bonded us into one fellowship with Him 
and with one another; we are to serve and be served 
without partiality or reservation. Through the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ in the Scriptures we share the same 
faith and hope, and reach out in one witness to all. This 
unity has its source in the oneness of the triune God, 
who has adopted us as His children. (Rom. 12:4, 5; 1 
Cor. 12:12-14; Matt. 28:19, 20; Ps. 133:1; 2 Cor. 5:16, 
17; Acts 17:26, 27; Gal. 3:27, 29; Col. 3:10-15; Eph. 
4:14-16; 4:1-6; John 17:20-23.)
   15. Baptism:



work of the Holy Spirit, and constitutes regeneration, 
or conversion. 
   18.  That all have violated the law of God, and can 
not of themselves render obedience to his just require-
ments, we are dependent on Christ, first for justification 
from our past offences, and secondly, for grace where-
by to render acceptable obedience to his holy law in 
time to come. 
   19.  That the Spirit of God was promised to manifest 
itself in the church through certain gifts, enumerated 
especially in l Cor. 12 and Eph. 4; that these gifts are 
not designed to supersede, or take the place of, the Bi-
ble, which is sufficient to make us wise unto salvation, 
any more than the Bible can take the place of the Holy 
Spirit; that, in specifying the various channels of its op-
erations, that Spirit has simply made provision for its 
own existence and presence with the people of God to 
the end of time to lead to an understanding of that word 
which it had inspired, to convince of sin, and to work a 
transformation in the heart and life; and that those who 
deny to the Spirit its place and operation, do plainly 
deny that part of the Bible which assigns to it this work 
and position. 
   20.  That God, in accordance with his uniform deal-
ings with the race, sends forth a proclamation of the 
approach of the second advent of Christ; and that this 
work is symbolized by the three messages of Revela-
tion 14, the last one bringing to view the work of re-
form on the law of God, that his people may acquire a 
complete readiness for that event.
   21.  That the time of the cleansing of the sanctuary 
(see proposition 10), synchronizing with the time of the 
proclamation of the third message (Rev. 14:9, 10), is a 
time of investigative judgment, first, with reference to 
the dead, and secondly, at the close of probation, with 
reference to the living, to determine who of the myriads 
now sleeping in the dust of the earth are worthy of a 
part in the first resurrection, and who of its living multi-
tudes are worthy of translation,—points which must be 
determined before the Lord appears. 
   22.  That the grave, whither we all tend, expressed by 
the Hebrew word “sheol” and the Greek word “hades,” 
is a place, or condition, in which there is no work, de-
vice, wisdom, nor knowledge, Eccl. 9:10. 
   23.  That the state to which we are reduced by death 
is one of silence, inactivity, and entire unconsciousness.  
Ps. 146:4; Eccl. 9:5, 6; Dan. 12:2. 
   24.  That out of this prison-house of the grave, man-
kind are to be brought by a bodily resurrection, the righ-
teous having part in the first resurrection, which takes 

   By baptism we confess our faith in the death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ, and testify of our death to sin 
and of our purpose to walk in newness of life. Thus we 
acknowledge Christ as Lord and Saviour, become His 
people, and are received as members by His church. 
Baptism is a symbol of our union with Christ, the for-
giveness of our sins, and our reception of the Holy Spir-
it. It is by immersion in water and is contingent on an 
affirmation of faith in Jesus and evidence of repentance 
of sin. It follows instruction in the Holy Scriptures and 
acceptance of their teachings. (Rom. 6:1-6; Col. 2:12, 
13; Acts 16:30-33; 22:16; 2:38; Matt. 28:19, 20.)
   16. Lord’s Supper:
   The Lord’s Supper is a participation in the emblems of 
the body and blood of Jesus as an expression of faith in 
Him, our Lord and Saviour. In this experience of com-
munion Christ is present to meet and strengthen His 
people. As we partake, we joyfully proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes again. Preparation for the Sup-
per includes self-examination, repentance, and confes-
sion. The Master ordained the service of foot washing 
to signify renewed cleansing, to express a willingness 
to serve one another in Christlike humility, and to unite 
our hearts in love. The communion service is open to 
all believing Christians. (1 Cor. 10:16, 17; 11:23-30; 
Matt. 26:17-30; Rev. 3:20; John 6:48-63; 13:1-17.)
   17. Spiritual Gifts and Ministries:
   God bestows upon all members of His church in every 
age spiritual gifts which each member is to employ in 
loving ministry for the common good of the church and 
of humanity. Given by the agency of the Holy Spirit, 
who apportions to each member as He wills, the gifts 
provide all abilities and ministries needed by the church 
to fulfill its divinely ordained functions. According to 
the Scriptures, these gifts include such ministries as 
faith, healing, prophecy, proclamation, teaching, ad-
ministration, reconciliation, compassion, and self-sac-
rificing service and charity for the help and encourage-
ment of people. Some members are called of God and 
endowed by the Spirit for functions recognized by the 
church in pastoral, evangelistic, apostolic, and teach-
ing ministries particularly needed to equip the members 
for service, to build up the church to spiritual maturity, 
and to foster unity of the faith and knowledge of God. 
When members employ these spiritual gifts as faithful 
stewards of God’s varied grace, the church is protected 
from the destructive influence of false doctrine, grows 
with a growth that is from God, and is built up in faith 
and love. (Rom. 12:4-8; 1 Cor. 12:9-11, 27, 28; Eph. 
4:8, 11-16; Acts 6:1-7; 1 Tim. 3:1-13; 1 Peter 4:10, 11.)



   18. The Gift of Prophecy:
   One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is prophecy. This 
gift is an identifying mark of the remnant church and 
was manifested in the ministry of Ellen. G. White . As 
the Lord’s messenger, her writings are a continuing 
and authoritative source of truth which provide for the 
church comfort, guidance, instruction, and correction. 
They also make clear that the Bible is the standard by 
which all teaching and experience must be tested. (Joel 
2:28, 29; Acts 2:14-21; Heb. 1:1-3; Rev. 12:17; 19:10.)
   19. Law of God: 
   The great principles of God’s law are embodied in 
the Ten Commandments and exemplified in the life of 
Christ. They express God’s love, will, and purposes 
concerning human conduct and relationships and are 
binding upon all people in every age. These precepts 
are the basis of God’s covenant with His people and 
the standard in God’s judgment. Through the agency of 
the Holy Spirit they point out sin and awaken a sense 
of need for a Saviour. Salvation is all of grace and not 
of works, but its fruitage is obedience to the Command-
ments. This obedience develops Christian character 
and results in a sense of well-being. It is an evidence 
of our love for the Lord and our concern for our fellow 
men. The obedience of faith demonstrates the power 
of Christ to transform lives, and therefore strength-
ens Christian witness. (Ex. 20:1-17; Ps. 40:7, 8; Matt. 
22:36-40; Deut. 28:1-14; Matt. 5:17-20; Heb. 8:8-10; 
John 15:7-10; Eph. 2:8-10; 1 John 5:3; Rom. 8:3, 4; Ps. 
19:7-14.)
   20. Sabbath:
   The beneficent Creator, after the six days of Creation, 
rested on the seventh day and instituted the Sabbath 
for all people as a memorial of Creation. The fourth 
commandment of God’s unchangeable law requires the 
observance of this seventh-day Sabbath as the day of 
rest, worship, and ministry in harmony with the teach-
ing and practice of Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath. The 
Sabbath is a day of delightful communion with God 
and one another. It is a symbol of our redemption in 
Christ, a sign of our sanctification, a token of our al-
legiance, and a foretaste of our eternal future in God’s 
kingdom. The Sabbath is God’s perpetual sign of His 
eternal covenant between Him and His people. Joyful 
observance of this holy time from evening to evening, 
sunset to sunset, is a celebration of God’s creative and 
redemptive acts. (Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Luke 4:16; 
Isa. 56:5, 6; 58:13, 14; Matt. 12:1-12; Ex. 31:13-17; 
Eze. 20:12, 20; Deut. 5:12-15; Heb. 4:1-11; Lev. 23:32; 
Mark 1:32.)

place at the second coming of Christ; the wicked in the 
second resurrection, which takes place in a thousand 
years thereafter.  Rev. 20:4, 6. 
   25.  That at the last trump, the living righteous are to 
be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and 
that the risen righteous are to be caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air, so forever to be with the Lord.  1 Thess. 
4:16, 17; 1 Cor. 15:51, 52. 
   26.  That these immortalized ones are then taken to 
heaven, to the New Jerusalem, the Father’s house, in 
which there are many mansions (John 14:l-3), where 
they reign with Christ a thousand years, judging the 
world and fallen angels, that is, apportioning the pun-
ishment to be executed upon them at the close of the 
one thousand years (Rev. 20:4; 1 Cor. 6:2, 3); that dur-
ing this time the earth lies in a desolate, chaotic condi-
tion (Jer. 4:23-27), as in the beginning, by the Greek 
term abussos (bottomless pit, Septuagint of Gen. 1:2); 
and that here Satan is confined during the thousand 
years (Rev. 20:1, 2), and here finally destroyed (Rev. 
20:10; Mal. 4:1); the theater of the ruin he has wrought 
in the universe being appropriately made for a time his 
gloomy prison-house, and then the place of his final ex-
ecution.
   27.  That at the end of the thousand years the Lord 
descends with his people and the New Jerusalem (Rev. 
21:2), the wicked dead are raised, and come up on the 
surface of the yet unrenewed earth, and gather about 
the city, the camp of the saints (Rev. 20, 9), and fire 
comes down from God out of heaven and devours them.  
They are then consumed, root and branch (Mal. 4:1), 
becoming as though they had not been (Obadiah 15, 
16).  In this everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord (2 Thess. 1:9), the wicked meet the “ev-
erlasting punishment” threatened against them (Matt. 
25:46), which is everlasting death.  Rom. 6:23; Rev. 
20:14, 15.  This is the perdition of ungodly men, the 
fire which consumes them being the fire for which “the 
heavens and earth, which are now, . . . are kept in store,” 
which shall melt even the elements with its intensity, 
and purge the earth from the deepest stains of the curse 
of sin.  2 Peter 3:7-12.
   28.  That new heavens and a new earth shall spring by 
the power of God from the ashes of the old, and this re-
newed earth with the New Jerusalem for it’s metropolis 
and capital shall be the eternal inheritance of the saints, 
the place where the righteous shall evermore dwell.  2 
Peter 3:13; Ps. 37, 11, 29; Matt. 5:5.



   21. Stewardship: 
   We are God’s stewards, entrusted by Him with time 
and opportunities, abilities and possessions, and the 
blessings of the earth and its resources. We are respon-
sible to Him for their proper use. We acknowledge 
God’s ownership by faithful service to Him and our fel-
low men, and by returning tithes and giving offerings 
for the proclamation of His gospel and the support and 
growth of His church. Stewardship is a privilege given 
to us by God for nurture in love and the victory over 
selfishness and covetousness. The steward rejoices in 
the blessings that come to others as a result of his faith-
fulness. (Gen. 1:26-28; 2:15; 1 Chron. 29:14; Haggai 
1:3-11; Mal. 3:8-12; 1 Cor. 9:9-14; Matt. 23:23; 2 Cor. 
8:1-15; Rom. 15:26, 27.)
   22. Christian Behavior: 
   We are called to be a godly people who think, feel, 
and act in harmony with the principles of heaven. For 
the Spirit to recreate in us the character of our Lord we 
involve ourselves only in those things which will pro-
duce Christlike purity, health, and joy in our lives. This 
means that our amusement and entertainment should 
meet the highest standards of Christian taste and beau-
ty. While recognizing cultural differences, our dress is 
to be simple, modest, and neat, befitting those whose 
true beauty does not consist of outward adornment but 
in the imperishable ornament of a gentle and quiet spir-
it. It also means that because our bodies are the temples 
of the Holy Spirit, we are to care for them intelligently. 
Along with adequate exercise and rest, we are to adopt 
the most healthful diet possible and abstain from the 
unclean foods identified in the Scriptures. Since alco-
holic beverages, tobacco, and the irresponsible use of 
drugs and narcotics are harmful to our bodies, we are 
to abstain from them as well. Instead, we are to engage 
in whatever brings our thoughts and bodies into the dis-
cipline of Christ, who desires our wholesomeness, joy, 
and goodness. (Rom. 12:1, 2; 1 John 2:6; Eph. 5:1-21; 
Phil. 4:8; 2 Cor. 10:5; 6:14-7:1; 1 Peter 3:1-4; 1 Cor. 
6:19, 20; 10:31; Lev. 11:1-47; 3 John 2.)
   23. Marriage and the Family:
   Marriage was divinely established in Eden and af-
firmed by Jesus to be a lifelong union between a man 
and a woman in loving companionship. For the Chris-
tian a marriage commitment is to God as well as to the 
spouse, and should be entered into only between part-
ners who share a common faith. Mutual love, honor, 
respect, and responsibility are the fabric of this rela-
tionship, which is to reflect the love, sanctity, closeness, 
and permanence of the relationship between Christ and 



His church. Regarding divorce, Jesus taught that the 
person who divorces a spouse, except for fornication, 
and marries another, commits adultery. Although some 
family relationships may fall short of the ideal, mar-
riage partners who fully commit themselves to each 
other in Christ may achieve loving unity through the 
guidance of the Spirit and the nurture of the church. 
God blesses the family and intends that its members 
shall assist each other toward complete maturity. Par-
ents are to bring up their children to love and obey the 
Lord. By their example and their words they are to teach 
them that Christ is a loving disciplinarian, ever tender 
and caring, who wants them to become members of His 
body, the family of God. Increasing family closeness is 
one of the earmarks of the final gospel message. (Gen. 
2:18-25; Matt. 19:3-9; John 2:1-11; 2 Cor. 6:14; Eph. 
5:21-33; Matt. 5:31, 32; Mark 10:11, 12; Luke 16:18; 1 
Cor. 7:10, 11; Ex. 20:12; Eph. 6:1-4; Deut. 6:5-9; Prov. 
22:6; Mal. 4:5, 6.)
   24. Christ’s Ministry in the Heavenly Sanctuary: 
   There is a sanctuary in heaven, the true tabernacle 
which the Lord set up and not man. In it Christ min-
isters on our behalf, making available to believers the 
benefits of His atoning sacrifice offered once for all on 
the cross. He was inaugurated as our great High Priest 
and began His intercessory ministry at the time of His 
ascension. In 1844, at the end of the prophetic period 
of 2300 days, He entered the second and last phase of 
His atoning ministry. It is a work of investigative judg-
ment which is part of the ultimate disposition of all sin, 
typified by the cleansing of the ancient Hebrew sanctu-
ary on the Day of Atonement. In that typical service 
the sanctuary was cleansed with the blood of animal 
sacrifices, but the heavenly things are purified with the 
perfect sacrifice of the blood of Jesus. The investiga-
tive judgment reveals to heavenly intelligences who 
among the dead are asleep in Christ and therefore, in 
Him, are deemed worthy to have part in the first res-
urrection. It also makes manifest who among the liv-
ing are abiding in Christ, keeping the commandments 
of God and the faith of Jesus, and in Him, therefore, 
are ready for translation into His everlasting kingdom. 
This judgment vindicates the justice of God in saving 
those who believe in Jesus. It declares that those who 
have remained loyal to God shall receive the kingdom. 
The completion of this ministry of Christ will mark the 
close of human probation before the Second Advent. 
(Heb. 8:1-5; 4:14-16; 9:11-28; 10:19-22; 1:3; 2:16, 17; 
Dan. 7:9-27; 8:13, 14; 9:24-27; Num. 14:34; Eze. 4:6; 
Lev. 16; Rev. 14:6, 7; 20:12; 14:12; 22:12.)



   25. Second Coming of Christ:
   The second coming of Christ is the blessed hope of the 
church, the grand climax of the gospel. The Saviour’s 
coming will be literal, personal, visible, and world-
wide. When He returns, the righteous dead will be res-
urrected, and together with the righteous living will be 
glorified and taken to heaven, but the unrighteous will 
die. The almost complete fulfillment of most lines of 
prophecy, together with the present condition of the 
world, indicates that Christ’s coming is imminent. The 
time of that event has not been revealed, and we are 
therefore exhorted to be ready at all times. (Titus 2:13; 
Heb. 9:28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:9-11; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 
1:7; Matt. 24:43, 44; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1 Cor. 15:51-54; 
2 Thess. 1:7-10; 2:8; Rev. 14:14-20; 19:11-21; Matt. 
24; Mark 13; Luke 21; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; 1 Thess. 5:1-6.)
   26. Death and Resurrection:
   The wages of sin is death. But God, who alone is im-
mortal, will grant eternal life to His redeemed. Until 
that day death is an unconscious state for all people. 
When Christ, who is our life, appears, the resurrected 
righteous and the living righteous will be glorified 
and caught up to meet their Lord. The second resur-
rection, the resurrection of the unrighteous, will take 
place a thousand years later. (Rom. 6:23; 1 Tim. 6:15, 
16; Eccl. 9:5, 6; Ps. 146:3, 4; John 11:11-14; Col. 3:4; 
1 Cor. 15:51-54; 1 Thess. 4:13-17; John 5:28, 29; Rev. 
20:1-10.)
   27. Millennium and the End of Sin:
   The millennium is the thousand-year reign of Christ 
with His saints in heaven between the first and second 
resurrections. During this time the wicked dead will 
be judged; the earth will be utterly desolate, without 
living human inhabitants, but occupied by Satan and 
his angels. At its close Christ with His saints and the 
Holy City will descend from heaven to earth. The un-
righteous dead will then be resurrected, and with Satan 
and his angels will surround the city; but fire from God 
will consume them and cleanse the earth. The universe 
will thus be freed of sin and sinners forever. (Rev. 20; 
1 Cor. 6:2, 3; Jer. 4:23-26; Rev. 21:1-5; Mal. 4:1; Eze. 
28:18, 19.)
   28. New Earth: 
   On the new earth, in which righteousness dwells, God 
will provide an eternal home for the redeemed and a 
perfect environment for everlasting life, love, joy, and 
learning in His presence. For here God Himself will 
dwell with His people, and suffering and death will have 
passed away. The great controversy will be ended, and 
sin will be no more. All things, animate and inanimate, 



will declare that God is love; and He shall reign forever. 
Amen. (2 Peter 3:13; Isa. 35; 65:17-25; Matt. 5:5; Rev. 
21:1-7; 22:1-5; 11:15.) Seventh-day Adventists accept 
the Bible as their only creed and hold certain funda-
mental beliefs to be the teaching of the Holy Scriptures. 
These beliefs, as set forth here, constitute the church’s 
understanding and expression of the teaching of Scrip-
ture. Revision of these statements may be expected at a 
General Conference session when the church is led by 
the Holy Spirit to a fuller understanding of Bible truth 
or finds better language in which to express the teach-
ings of God’s Holy Word.
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