
What Should Elders Be?

   Later, when choosing seventy elders to share with him the responsibilities of 
leadership, Moses was careful to select, as his helpers, men possessing dignity, 
sound judgment, and experience. In his charge to these elders at the time of their 
ordination, he outlined some of the qualifications that fit a man to be a wise ruler in 
the church. “Hear the causes between your brethren,” said Moses, “and judge 
righteously between every man and his brother, and the stranger that is with him. 
Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small as well as 
the great; ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; for the judgment is God's.” 
Deuteronomy 1:16, 17. AA 94.1
   King David, toward the close of his reign, delivered a solemn charge to those 
bearing the burden of the work of God in his day. Summoning to Jerusalem “all the 
princes of Israel, the princes of the tribes, and the captains of the companies that 
ministered to the king by course, and the captains over the thousands, and captains 
over the hundreds, and the stewards over all the substance and possession of the 
king, and of his sons, with the officers, and with the mighty men, and with all the 
valiant men,” the aged king solemnly charged them, “in the sight of all Israel the 
congregation of the Lord, and in the audience of our God,” to “keep and seek for 
all the commandments of the Lord your God.” 1 Chronicles 28:1, 8. AA 94.2
   To Solomon, as one called to occupy a position of leading responsibility, David 
gave a special charge: “Thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, 
and serve Him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the Lord 
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou 
seek Him, He will be found of thee; but if thou forsake Him, He will cast thee off 
forever. Take heed now; for the Lord hath chosen thee: ... be strong.” 1 Chronicles 
28:9, 10. AA 95.1
   The same principles of piety and justice that were to guide the rulers among 
God's people in the time of Moses and of David, were also to be followed by those 
given the oversight of the newly organized church of God in the gospel 
dispensation. In the work of setting things in order in all the churches, and 
ordaining suitable men to act as officers, the apostles held to the high standards of 
leadership outlined in the Old Testament Scriptures. They maintained that he who 
is called to stand in a position of leading responsibility in the church “must be 
blameless, as the steward of God; not self-willed, not soon angry, not given to 
wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; but a lover of hospitality, a lover of good 
men, sober, just, holy, temperate; holding fast the faithful word as he hath been 
taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 
gainsayers.” Titus 1:7-9. AA 95.2

  Timothy 3:1 This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he 
desireth a good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 



vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 3 Not given to 
wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 
4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all 
gravity; 5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take 
care of the church of God?) 6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall 
into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a good report of them 
which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 8 Likewise 
must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy 
of filthy lucre; 9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 10 And let 
these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found 
blameless. 11 Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in 
all things. 12 Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and 
their own houses well. 13 For they that have used the office of a deacon well 
purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. 5:1 Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father; and the younger 
men as brethren; and Titus . . 19 Against an elder receive not an accusation, but 
before two or three witnesses.

Titus 1:1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be 
revealed: 2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 3 
Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. 4 And 
when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away. 5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you 
be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the 
proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 7 Casting all your care 
upon him; for he careth for you.

   1Peter 5:1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be 
revealed: 2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 3 
Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. 4 And 
when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away. 5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you 
be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the 
proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 7 Casting all your care 
upon him; for he careth for you.



Pro. 16:31 The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of 
righteousness.

What Elders Should Not Be!

Jer.  7:13 And now, because ye have done all these works, saith the LORD, and I 
spake unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye heard not; and I called you, 
but ye answered not;

Jer. 6:17 Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the 
trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken. 

1Cor. 14:6 Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I 
profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by 
prophesying, or by doctrine? 7 And even things without life giving sound, whether 
pipe or harp, except they give a distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known 
what is piped or harped? 8 For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall 
prepare himself to the battle? 9 So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words 
easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak 
into the air. 10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none 
of them is without signification. 11 Therefore if I know not the meaning of the 
voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a 
barbarian unto me.

Jer.  5:31 The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; 
and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?

The insurrection of Israel in Moses day was instigated by elders Korah, Dathan and 
Abiram.

Compare what We Hear to Scripture!

2 People with deferent explanations of Scripture both claim led by the Holy Spirit, 
how do we know? An elder recently said “America is the Ram and the Papacy is 
the Goat, and the end shall come with a whirlwind.” This is an error taught by 
Charles Wheeling. I answered Daniel 8:20 and 21 says. . . he interrupted. “I don’t 
care what it says.” But does the elder consider America did not issue the Command 
to restore Jerusalem after the end of the 70 years captivity in Babylon by Medo-
Persia, nor is America mentioned in Daniel chapter 6. And the 1260 years Papal 
supremacy that is described in all Prophecy before America the elder has occurring 
after, Why? To clear the way for Protestants to go unnoticed in their work of 



Uniting church and state. 

The work of the Holy Spirit is to guide us into all truth, to reprove the world of sin, 
of righteousness, and judgment to come. And John 14:24 “ . . . bring all things to 
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” Not we free to believe what 
ever. If They' are not Godly Do not Listen to them—Treat them with Kindness. If 
they will not hear have nothing to do with them.

     The truth and the glory of God are inseparable; it is impossible for us, with the 
Bible within our reach, to honor God by erroneous opinions. Many claim that it 
matters not what one believes, if his life is only right. But the life is molded by 
the faith. If light and truth is within our reach, and we neglect to improve the 
privilege of hearing and seeing it, we virtually reject it; we are choosing darkness 
rather than light.  {GC 597.2}{GC 520.2} 

Pro. 1: 24 Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and 
no man regarded; 25 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of 
my reproof: 26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear 
cometh; 27 When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a 
whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. 28 Then shall they call 
upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: 
29 For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD: 30 
They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof.

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast 
rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: 
seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.

This elder attributing his false interpretation of scripture has rejected a thus saith 
the Lord. And committed the unpardonable sin, by  attributing the work of Satan to 
the Holy Spirit.

When Elders turn Against the Faithful, the Faithful should 
know.

I saw that those who oppose the Sabbath of the Lord could not take the Bible 
and show that our position is incorrect; therefore they would slander those who 
believe and teach the truth and would attack their characters. Many who were 
once conscientious and loved God and His Word have become so hardened by 
rejecting the light of truth that they do not hesitate to wickedly misrepresent and 
falsely accuse those who love the holy Sabbath, if by so doing they can injure the 



influence of those who fearlessly declare the truth. But these things will not hinder 
the work of God. In fact, this course pursued by those who hate the truth will be 
the very means of opening the eyes of some. Every jewel will be brought out and 
gathered, for the hand of the Lord is set to recover the remnant of His people, and 
He will accomplish the work gloriously. EW 69.3

“Our enemies may triumph. They may speak bitter words, and their tongue 
frame slander, deceit, and falsehood; yet will we not be moved. We know in whom 
we have believed. We have not run in vain, neither labored in vain. A reckoning 
day is coming, when all will be judged according to the deeds done in the body. It 
is true the world is dark. Opposition may wax strong. The trifler and the scorner 
may grow bold in their iniquity. Yet for all this we will not be moved, but lean 
upon the arm of the Mighty One for strength.” CET 153.2

Every controversy, every reproach, every slander, will be God's means of 
provoking inquiry, and awakening minds that otherwise would slumber.—
Testimonies for the Church 5:453.

We may expect that false reports will circulate about us; but if we follow a 
straight course, if we remain indifferent to these things, others will also be 
indifferent. Let us leave to God the care of our reputation.... Slander can be lived 
down by our manner of living; it is not lived down by words of indignation. Let 
our great anxiety be to act in the fear of God and show by our conduct that these 
reports are false. 2MCP 548.3

I saw that the people of God must put on the armor and arouse. Christ is coming, 
and the great work of the last message of mercy is of too much importance for us 
to leave it, and come down to answer such falsehoods, and misrepresentations, 
and slander, as the Messenger party has fed upon, and has scattered abroad. Truth, 
present truth, we must dwell upon it. We are doing a great work, and cannot come 
down. Satan is in all this, to divert our minds from the present truth, and the 
coming of Christ. Said the angel, “Jesus knows it all. In a little from this their day 
is coming. All will be judged according to the deeds done in the body. The lying 
tongue will be stopped. The sinners in Zion will be afraid, and fearfulness will 
surprise the hypocrites.” 4bSG 10.1

Those things which seem to the Christian most grievous to be borne often 
prove his greatest blessing. Reproach and falsehood have ever followed those 
who were faithful in the discharge of duty. A righteous character, though 
blackened in reputation by slander and falsehood, will preserve the purity of its 
virtue and excellence. Trampled in the mire, or exalted to heaven, the Christian's 
life should be the same, and the proud consciousness of innocence is its own 



reward. The persecution of enemies tests the foundation upon which the 
reputation really rests. Sooner or later it is revealed to the world whether or 
not the evil reports were true, or were the poisoned shafts of malice and 
revenge. Constancy in serving God is the only safe manner of settling such 
questions. Jesus would have his people use great care to give the enemies of his 
cause no ground to condemn their holy faith. No wrong action should cast a 
stigma upon its purity. When all arguments fail, the slanderers frequently open 
their galling fire upon the besieged servants of God; but their lying tongues 
eventually bring curses upon themselves. God will finally vindicate the right, 
honor the guiltless, and hide them in the secret of his pavilion from the strife of 
tongues. 2SP 212.1

The reason why our preachers accomplish so little is that they do not walk with 
God. He is a day's journey from most of them. The more closely you watch your 
own heart, the more watchful and guarded you will be, lest by your words or acts 
you dishonor the truth, give occasion for the tongue of slander to follow you and 
the truth, and cause souls to be lost through your neglect of self-examination, of 
heart study, and of vital godliness. The holy deportment of the minister of Christ 
should be a rebuke to vain, frothy professors. The beams of truth and holiness 
shining from your serious, heavenly conversation will convict others and lead 
them to the truth, and those around you will be compelled to say, God is with 
this man, of a truth. It is the carelessness and looseness of professed ministers of 
Christ that gives them so little influence. There are many professors, but there are 
few praying men. If our preachers were men who prayed more in secret, who 
carried their preaching into practice in their families, who ruled their houses with 
dignity and gravity, their light would indeed shine to those around them. 1T 434.1


