Isa. 66:5 Hear the word of the LORD, ye that tremble at his word; Your brethren
that hated you, that cast you out for my name's sake, said, Let the LORD be
glorified: but he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed.
John 16:2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. 3 And these things will
they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me. 4 But these
things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told
you of them.
Jer. 11:19 But I was like a lamb or an ox that is brought to the slaughter; and I
knew not that they had devised devices against me, saying, Let us destroy the tree
with the fruit thereof, and let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his
name may be no more remembered. 2Tim. 3:12.
1John 3:12 Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And
wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's
righteous.
John 15:20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than
his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have
kept my saying, they will keep yours also.
Matt. 5:10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you,
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my
sake.
Luke 6:22 Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate
you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil,
for the Son of man's sake.
John 5:16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him,
because he had done these things on the sabbath day. 7:15 And the Jews marvelled,
saying, How knoweth this man letters, having never learned? 7:48 Have any of the
rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him? 49 But this people who knoweth not the
law are cursed. . . 7:19 Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you
keepeth the law? Why go ye about to kill me? 12:37 But though he had done so
many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him:
Paul 2Cor. 6:3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: 4
But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in

afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults,
in labours, in watchings, in fastings; 11:23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak
as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in
prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 24 Of the Jews five times received I forty
stripes save one. 25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I
suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 In journeyings
often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen,
in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils
in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 In weariness and painfulness, in
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.
2Tim. 3:10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith,
longsuffering, charity, patience, 11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me
at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all
the Lord delivered me. 12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution. Gal. 4:16 Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell
you the truth? Acts 9:29 And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and
disputed against the Grecians: but they went about to slay him.
John Rev. 1:9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation,
and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called
Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.
Boiled in Oil.
Fox’s Book of Martyrs.
I. St. Stephen
St. Stephen suffered the next in order. His death was occasioned by the faithful
manner in which he preached the Gospel to the betrayers and murderers of Christ.
To such a degree of madness were they excited, that they cast him out of the city
and stoned him to death. The time when he suffered is generally supposed to have
been at the passover which succeeded to that of our Lord's crucifixion, and to the
era of his ascension, in the following spring.
Upon this a great persecution was raised against all who professed their belief in
Christ as the Messiah, or as a prophet. We are immediately told by St. Luke, that
"there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem;" and that
"they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria,
except the apostles."
About two thousand Christians, with Nicanor, one of the seven deacons, suffered
martyrdom during the "persecution that arose about Stephen."

II. James the Great The Brother of John.
The next martyr we meet with, according to St. Luke, in the History of the
Apsotles' Acts, was James the son of Zebedee, the elder brother of John, and a
relative of our Lord; for his mother Salome was cousin-german to the Virgin Mary.
It was not until ten years after the death of Stephen that the second martyrdom took
place; for no sooner had Herod Agrippa been appointed governor of Judea, than,
with a view to ingratiate himself with them, he raised a sharp persecution against
the Christians, and determined to make an effectual blow, by striking at their
leaders. The account given us by an eminent primitive writer, Clemens
Alexandrinus, ought not to be overlooked; that, as James was led to the place of
martyrdom, his accuser was brought to repent of his conduct by the apostle's
extraordinary courage and undauntedness, and fell down at his feet to request his
pardon, professing himself a Christian, and resolving that James should not receive
the crown of martyrdom alone. Hence they were both beheaded at the same time.
Thus did the first apostolic martyr cheerfully and resolutely receive that cup, which
he had told our Savior he was ready to drink. Timon and Parmenas suffered
martyrdom about the same time; the one at Philippi, and the other in Macedonia.
These events took place A.D. 44.
Note: Acts 12:2
III. Philip
Was born at Bethsaida, in Galilee and was first called by the name of "disciple."
He labored diligently in Upper Asia, and suffered martyrdom at Heliopolis, in
Phrygia. He was scourged, thrown into prison, and afterwards crucified, A.D. 54.
IV. Matthew
Whose occupation was that of a toll-gatherer, was born at Nazareth. He wrote his
gospel in Hebrew, which was afterwards translated into Greek by James the Less.
The scene of his labors was Parthia, and Ethiopia, in which latter country he
suffered martyrdom, being slain with a halberd in the city of Nadabah, A.D. 60.
V. James the Less The Brother of Jesus and Jude.
Is supposed by some to have been the brother of our Lord, by a former wife of
Joseph. This is very doubtful, and accords too much with the Catholic superstition,
that Mary never had any other children except our Savior. He was elected to the

oversight of the churches of Jerusalem; and was the author of the Epistle ascribed
to James in the sacred canon. At the age of ninety-four he was beat and stoned by
the Jews; and finally had his brains dashed out with a fuller's club.
Note: Acts 12:2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.—A.D. 44. This
is not the James in Acts 15:13 or 21:18, or that wrote the epistle.
Acts 15:13 And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and
brethren, hearken unto me:
Luke. 6:15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes,
6:16 And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the traitor.
Acts 1:13; Luke 8:20; 24:10.
Note: This James is not the brother of John (Mark 10:35), it is the brother of Judas
aka., Jude. Jude 1:1; John 14:22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that
thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? John 7:1-4. If thou do these
things, shew thyself to the world.
Strong's Greek for Alphaeus 256; 2501, Alphaeus=Joseph, the carpenter!
Judas 2455 see . . Jude . .
Jude 2455 see Judas.
Matt. 13:55 Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his
brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?
Acts. 1:13 And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode
both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of
James.
Jude 1:1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are
sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: Jude 1:4; Acts
15:1;14:19
Note: Jude’s Epistle written A.D. 66.
Matt. 27:56 "Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and
Joses,"
Mark. 15:40 There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome;

{Mark16:1}
Gal. 1:19 But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.—A.D. 58.
Note: The expression brother is here sibling; else, would not all James’s be the
brother (not brethren) of Jesus? And how else would one articulate the difference. See
the following:—
When we think of Paul's great desire to be in harmony with his brethren, his tenderness
toward the weak in the faith, his reverence for the apostles who had been with Christ,
and for James, the brother of the Lord, and his purpose to become all things to all men
so far as he could without sacrificing principle—when we think of all this, it is less
surprising that he was constrained to deviate from the firm, decided course that he had
hitherto followed. But instead of accomplishing the desired object, his efforts for
conciliation only precipitated the crisis, hastened his predicted sufferings, and resulted in
separating him from his brethren, depriving the church of one of its strongest pillars, and
bringing sorrow to Christian hearts in every land. {AA 405.2}{LP 214.2}
Note: At this point James the brother of John was dead. But the language is specific,
would not the Apostles be brothers also of the Lord if that was the sense? And no need for
this specific designation.
James bore his testimony with decision—that God designed to bring in the Gentiles to
enjoy all the privileges of the Jews. The Holy Ghost saw good not to impose the
ceremonial law on the Gentile converts; and the apostles and elders, after careful
investigation of the subject, saw the matter in the same light, and their mind was as the
mind of the Spirit of God. James presided at the council, and his final decision was,
"Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them which from among the Gentiles are
turned to God." {LP 68.2}
This ended the discussion. In this instance we have a refutation of the doctrine held by
the Roman Catholic Church—that Peter was the head of the church. Those who, as
popes, have claimed to be his successors, have no foundation for their pretensions.
Nothing in the life of Peter gives sanction to those pretended claims. If the professed
successors of Peter had imitated his example, they would have taken no authoritative
position, but one on an equality with that of their brethren. {LP 69.1}
James, in this instance, seems to have been chosen to decide the matter which was
brought before the council. It was his sentence that the ceremonial law, and especially the
ordinance of circumcision, be not in any wise urged upon the Gentiles, or even
recommended to them. James sought to impress the fact upon his brethren that the
Gentiles, in turning to God from idolatry, made a great change in their faith; and that
much caution should be used not to trouble their minds with perplexing and doubtful
questions, lest they be discouraged in following Christ. {LP 69.2} See also {AA

194.3,4.}
From the pulpits of today the words are uttered: "Believe, only believe. Have faith in
Christ; you have nothing to do with the old law, only trust in Christ." How different is
this from the words of the apostle who declares that faith without works is dead. He says,
"But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves" (James
1:22). We must have that faith that works by love and purifies the soul. Many seek to
substitute a superficial faith for uprightness of life and think through this to obtain
salvation. {FW 89.2}
See James the brother of Christ AA 405
One of three leading apostles 6BC 1108.
Presided at General Church council at Jerusalem AA 194-5.
Who wrote that Epistle in A.D. 60. See EGW index under James!
Note It was this James that made Pauls work so much harder, Jude his brother testifying
with Paul. Yet when we read James epistle he had excepted the truth his brother Jesus
taught.
Gal. 2:12 For before that certain came from James, he (peter) did eat with the Gentiles:
but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were
of the circumcision. 13 And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that
Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation. Jude 1:4 For there are certain
men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly
men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God,
and our Lord Jesus Christ. See Acts 15:1,13.

VI. Matthias
Of whom less is known than of most of the other disciples, was elected to fill the
vacant place of Judas. He was stoned at Jerusalem and then beheaded.
VII. Andrew
Was the brother of Peter. He preached the gospel to many Asiatic nations; but on
his arrival at Edessa he was taken and crucified on a cross, the two ends of which
were fixed transversely in the ground. Hence the derivation of the term, St.
Andrew's Cross.
VIII. St. Mark
Was born of Jewish parents of the tribe of Levi. He is supposed to have been

converted to Christianity by Peter, whom he served as an amanuensis, and under
whose inspection he wrote his Gospel in the Greek language. Mark was dragged to
pieces by the people of Alexandria, at the great solemnity of Serapis their idol,
ending his life under their merciless hands.
IX. Peter The Brother of Andrew.
Among many other saints, the blessed apostle Peter was condemned to death, and
crucified, as some do write, at Rome; albeit some others, and not without cause, do
doubt thereof. Hegesippus saith that Nero sought matter against Peter to put him to
death; which, when the people perceived, they entreated Peter with much ado that
he would fly the city. Peter, through their importunity at length persuaded,
prepared himself to avoid. But, coming to the gate, he saw the Lord Christ come to
meet him, to whom he, worshipping, said, "Lord, whither dost Thou go?" To
whom He answered and said, "I am come again to be crucified." By this, Peter,
perceiving his suffering to be understood, returned into the city. Jerome saith that
he was crucified, his head being down and his feet upward, himself so requiring,
because he was (he said) unworthy to be crucified after the same form and manner
as the Lord was.
X. Paul
Paul, the apostle, who before was called Saul, after his great travail and
unspeakable labors in promoting the Gospel of Christ, suffered also in this first
persecution under Nero. Abdias, declareth that under his execution Nero sent two
of his esquires, Ferega and Parthemius, to bring him word of his death. They,
coming to Paul instructing the people, desired him to pray for them, that they
might believe; who told them that shortly after they should believe and be baptised
at His sepulcher. This done, the soldiers came and led him out of the city to the
place of execution, where he, after his prayers made, gave his neck to the sword.
XI. Jude The Brother of Jesus and James.
The brother of James, was commonly called Thaddeus. He was crucified at
Edessa, A.D. 72.
XII. Bartholomew
Preached in several countries, and having translated the Gospel of Matthew into
the language of India, he propagated it in that country. He was at length cruelly

beaten and then crucified by the impatient idolaters.
XIII. Thomas
Called Didymus, preached the Gospel in Parthia and India, where exciting the
rage of the pagan priests, he was martyred by being thrust through with a spear.
XIV. Luke
The evangelist, was the author of the Gospel which goes under his name. He
travelled with Paul through various countries, and is supposed to have been hanged
on an olive tree, by the idolatrous priests of Greece.
XV. Simon
Surnamed Zelotes, preached the Gospel in Mauritania, Africa, and even in
Britain, in which latter country he was crucified, A.D. 74.
XVI. John The Brother of James the Greater.
The "beloved disciple," was brother to James the Great. The churches of Smyrna,
Pergamos, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, and Thyatira, were founded by him.
From Ephesus he was ordered to be sent to Rome, where it is affirmed he was cast
into a cauldron of boiling oil. He escaped by miracle, without injury. Domitian
afterwards banished him to the Isle of Patmos, where he wrote the Book of
Revelation. Nerva, the successor of Domitian, recalled him. He was the only
apostle who escaped a violent death.
XVII. Barnabas
Was of Cyprus, but of Jewish descent, his death is supposed to have taken place
about A.D. 73.
And yet, notwithstanding all these continual persecutions and horrible
punishments, the Church daily increased, deeply rooted in the doctrine of the
apostles and of men apostolical, and watered plentously with the blood of saints.
D’Aubigne makes a very interesting statement respecting the French Waldenses
in the fifteenth century. His language implies that they had a different Sabbath
from the Catholics. He tells us some of the stories which the priests circulated
against the Waldenses. These are his words:— HSFD 412.3
“Picardy in the north and Dauphiny in the south were the two provinces of
France best prepared [at the opening of the Protestant Reformation] to receive the

gospel. During the fifteenth century many Picardins, as the story ran, went to
Vaudery. Seated round the fire during the long nights, simple Catholics used to tell
one another how the Vaudois (Waldenses) met in horrible assembly in solitary
places, where they found tables spread with numerous and dainty viands. These
poor Christians loved indeed to meet together from districts often very remote.
They went to the rendezvous by night and along by-roads. The most learned of
them used to recite some passages of Scriptures, after which they conversed
together and prayed. But such humble conventicles were ridiculously travestied.
‘Do you know what they do to get there,’ said the people, ‘so that the officers may
not stop them? The devil has given them a certain ointment, and when they want
to go to Vaudery, they smear a little stick with it. As soon as they get astride it,
they are carried up through the air, and arrive at their Sabbath without meeting
anybody. In the midst of them sits a goat with a monkey’s tail: this is Satan, who
receives their adoration.’... These stupid stories were not peculiar to the people:
they were circulated particularly by the monks. It was thus that the inquisitor Jean
de Broussart spoke in 1460 from a pulpit erected in the great square at Arras. An
immense multitude surrounded him; a scaffold was erected in front of the pulpit,
and a number of men and women, kneeling and wearing caps with the figure of the
devil painted on them, awaited their punishment. Perhaps the faith of these poor
people was mingled with error. But be that as it may, they were all burnt alive after
the sermon.” 1 HSFD 413.1
con·ven·ti·cle | kənˈven(t)ək(ə)l |
noun historical
a secret or unlawful religious meeting, typically of people with
nonconformist views.
And so all who stand for truth either die before or are alive before the Lords
return are targeted for death.

