
Does God Wink at Ignorance?

   Acts. 17:30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now 
commandeth all men every where to repent: 31 Because he hath appointed a 
day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he 
hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised 
him from the dead. Lev. 5:17-19.

What did they do ignorantly, will there not be a penalty?

   Acts 3:17 And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also 
your rulers. 18 But those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all 
his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.

It’s still a Sin that needs to be atoned for.
And Repeneted of.

Lev. 4:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through 
ignorance against any of the commandments of the Lord concerning things which 
ought not to be done, and shall do against any of them:3 If the priest that is 
anointed do sin according to the sin of the people; then let him bring for his sin, 
which he hath sinned, a young bullock without blemish unto the Lord for a sin 
offering. See 4:13, 22, 27; 5:18; Num. 15:24-28

Lev. 5:17 And if a soul sin, and commit any of these things which are forbidden to 
be done by the commandments of the Lord; though he wist it not, yet is he guilty, 
and shall bear his iniquity. 18 And he shall bring a ram without blemish out of the 
flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass offering, unto the priest: and the priest 
shall make an atonement for him concerning his ignorance wherein he erred and 
wist it not, and it shall be forgiven him. 19 It is a trespass offering: he hath 
certainly trespassed against the Lord.

Num. 15:29 Ye shall have one law for him that sinneth through ignorance, both for 
him that is born among the children of Israel, and for the stranger that 
sojourneth among them. 30 But the soul that doeth ought presumptuously, 
whether he be born in the land, or a stranger, the same reproacheth the Lord; and 
that soul shall be cut off from among his people.

  Those who have an opportunity to hear the truth, and yet take no pains to hear or 
understand it, thinking that if they do not hear, they will not be accountable, will be 



judged guilty before God the same as if they had heard and rejected. There will be 
no excuse for those who choose to go in error when they might understand what is 
truth. In His sufferings and death Jesus has made atonement for all sins of 
ignorance, but there is no provision made for willful blindness. . . .  {5BC 
1145.2} 

Heb. 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge 
of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,

Eph 4:18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart.

1Peter 1:14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the 
former lusts in your ignorance:15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be 
ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I 
am holy.

Ignorance Amend/Repent Of.

Lev. 5:15 If a soul commit a trespass, and sin through ignorance, in the holy things 
of the Lord; then he shall bring for his trespass unto the Lord a ram without 
blemish out of the flocks, with thy estimation by shekels of silver, after the shekel 
of the sanctuary, for a trespass offering: 16 And he shall make amends for the 
harm that he hath done in the holy thing, and shall add the fifth part thereto, and 
give it unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement for him with the ram 
of the trespass offering, and it shall be forgiven him.

Why No Ignorance?

John 14:26 26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. . . . 16:8 And when he is come, he 
will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 Of sin, 
because they believe not on me; 10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, 
and ye see me no more; 11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 
12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 13 
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for 
he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and 
he will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall shew it unto you. 15 All things that the Father hath are mine: 
therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.



Jer. 7:3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and 
your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place. 4 Trust ye not in lying 
words, saying, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, The temple of 
the LORD, are these. 5 For if ye throughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye 
throughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbour; 26:13 Therefore 
now amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the LORD your 
God; and the LORD will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced against 
you. 35:15 I have sent also unto you all my servants the prophets, rising up early 
and sending them, saying, Return ye now every man from his evil way, and 
amend your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell 
in the land which I have given to you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined 
your ear, nor hearkened unto me.

Those Who Stand for Truth.

Acts 23:3 Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: for 
sittest thou to judge me after the law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary 
to the law? John 18:23 Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of 
the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me? Matt. 24:48 But and if that evil servant 
shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; 49 And shall begin to smite his 
fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; John 15:20 Remember the 
word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will 
keep yours also. 21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, 
because they know not him that sent me.

John 11:50 Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the 
people, and that the whole nation perish not. 1Kings 12:26 And Jeroboam said in 
his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to the house of David: 27 If this people go 
up to do sacrifice in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of 
this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and 
they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah.

Note: They’ll give up Scripture and the US Constitution to silence those who 
oppose them instead of loosing control of the country. Taking from those whom 
God sends free speech and due process. All while claiming God winks at their 
ignorance. This is the kind of christian nation they are working to set up. 3 things 
have supplanted truth: 1st. Human authority the professional system—elders 
pastors—"i say", 2nd. It doesn't matter what scripture says—I don’t read it that 
way—the details don’t matter, we all can believe something different/there are 
many paths to heaven. What is truth i.e, alternative facts. 3rd. Ignorance—it’s ok, 
I, you, they don't know/understand, that’s what it says to me. All these are based on 



human authority refusing God’s authority and leads to Circular reasoning. Human 
authority is now placed above God’s authority, and it is human authority that is 
neutralizing God’s word and placing human reasoning above God’s Word.

Ex. 23:2 Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a 
cause to decline after many to wrest judgment:

First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a 
socialist.
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out— because I was not 
a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me. Martin 
Niemöller 

Ignorance Is a Sin!

Had they known that they were putting to torture One who had come to save the 
sinful race from eternal ruin, they would have been seized with remorse and 
horror. But their ignorance did not remove their guilt; for it was their privilege 
to know and accept Jesus as their Saviour. Some of them would yet see their sin, 
and repent, and be converted. Some by their impenitence would make it an 
impossibility for the prayer of Christ to be answered for them. Yet, just the same, 
God's purpose was reaching its fulfillment. Jesus was earning the right to become 
the advocate of men in the Father's presence. DA 744.3

Ignorance is no excuse now for the transgression of law. The light shines 
clearly, and none need be ignorant, for the great God Himself is man's 
instructor. All are bound by the most sacred obligations to God to heed the 
sound philosophy and genuine experience which He is now giving them in 
reference to health reform. He designs that the great subject of health reform 
shall be agitated and the public mind deeply stirred to investigate; for it is 
impossible for men and women, with all their sinful, health-destroying, brain-
enervating habits, to discern sacred truth, through which they are to be sanctified, 
refined, elevated, and made fit for the society of heavenly angels in the kingdom 
of glory. 3T 162.1

Pride, ignorance, and folly are constant companions. The Lord is displeased 
with the pride manifested among His professed people. He is dishonored by their 
conformity to the unhealthful, immodest, and expensive fashions of this 
degenerate age. 4T 634.1



Again and again God has stretched out His hand to save you by showing you 
your duties and obligations. These duties change in character with the increase of 
light. When the light shines, making manifest and reproving the errors that were 
undiscovered, there must be a corresponding change in the life and character. The 
mistakes that are the natural result of blindness of mind are, when pointed out, 
no longer sins of ignorance or errors of judgment; but unless there are decided 
reforms in accordance with the light given, they then become presumptuous 
sins. The moral darkness that surrounds you will become more dense; your heart 
will become harder and harder, and you will be more offensive in the sight of 
God. You do not realize the great peril you are in, the danger there is that in your 
case the light will become entirely obscured, veiled in complete darkness. When 
the light is received and acted upon, you will be crucified to sin, being dead 
indeed unto the world, but alive to God. Your idols will be abandoned, and your 
example will be on the side of self-denial rather than that of self-indulgence. 5T 
435.3

Some who have all their lives been led by feeling have thought that an education 
or a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures was of no consequence if they only had 
the Spirit. But God never sends His Spirit to sanction ignorance. Those who 
have not knowledge, and who are so situated that it is impossible for them to 
obtain it, the Lord may, and does, pity and bless, and sometimes condescends to 
make His strength perfect in their weakness. But He makes it the duty of such to 
study His word. A lack of knowledge in the sciences is no excuse for a neglect of 
Bible study; for the words of inspiration are so plain that the unlearned may 
understand them. 2T 342.1

Both public and private sins are included in this prohibition. The eighth 
commandment condemns manstealing and slave dealing, and forbids wars of 
conquest. It condemns theft and robbery. It demands strict integrity in the minutest 
details of the affairs of life. It forbids overreaching in trade, and requires the 
payment of just debts or wages. It declares that every attempt to advantage 
oneself by the ignorance, weakness, or misfortune of another is registered as 
fraud in the books of heaven. PP 309.1

The ignorance of many is voluntary and inexcusable.26 SD 322.2

“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death.” Proverbs 16:25. Ignorance is no excuse for error or sin, when there is 
every opportunity to know the will of God. A man is traveling and comes to a 
place where there are several roads and a guideboard indicating where each one 
leads. If he disregards the guideboard, and takes whichever road seems to him to 
be right, he may be ever so sincere, but will in all probability find himself on the 
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wrong road. GC 597.3

Ignorance, pleasure loving, and sinful habits, corrupting soul, body, and spirit, 
make the world full of moral leprosy; a deadly moral malaria is destroying 
thousands and tens of thousands. What shall be done to save our youth? We can 
do little, but God lives and reigns, and He can do much.8 AH 329.1

“Those who have received the truth may be poor, but they should not remain 
ignorant or defective in character, to give the same mould, by their influence, to 
others. When the church fully receives the light, darkness will be dispelled; and if 
in holiness of character they keep pace with the truth revealed, their light will 
grow brighter and brighter. The truth will do its refining work, restoring the moral 
image of God in man, and the darkness and confusion and strife of tongues which 
is the curse of so many churches, will cease. The power that God will give to His 
church, if they will only walk in the light as fast as it shines upon them, is scarcely 
conceived of. LS 298.3

God does not ignore ignorant men; but if such are connected with Christ, if 
they are sanctified through the truth, they will be constantly gathering knowledge. 
By exerting every power to glorify God, they will have increased power with 
which to glorify Him. Those who are willing to remain in a narrow sphere because 
God condescended to accept them when they were there, are very foolish. Yet 
there are hundreds and thousands who are doing this very thing. CT 506.2

Children should be taught to have a part in domestic duties. They should be 
instructed how to help father and mother in the little things that they can do. Their 
minds should be trained to think, their memories taxed to remember their 
appointed work; and in the training to habits of usefulness in the home, they are 
being educated in doing practical duties appropriate to their age. If children have 
proper home training, they will not be found upon the streets receiving the 
haphazard education that so many receive. Parents who love their children in a 
sensible way will not permit them to grow up with lazy habits, and ignorant of 
how to do home duties. Ignorance is not acceptable to God, and is unfavorable 
for the doing of His work. To be ignorant is not to be considered a mark of 
humility, or something for which men should be praised. But God works for 
people in spite of their ignorance. Those who have had no opportunity for 
acquiring knowledge, or who have had opportunity and have failed to improve it, 
and become converted to God, can be useful in the service of the Lord through the 
operation of His Holy Spirit. But those who have education, and who consecrate 
themselves to the service of God, can do service in a greater variety of ways, and 
can accomplish a much more extensive work in bringing souls to the knowledge 
of the truth than can those who are uneducated. They are on vantage ground, 



because of the discipline of mind which they have had. We would not depreciate 
education in the least, but would counsel that it be carried forward with a full 
sense of the shortness of time, and the great work that is to be accomplished 
before the coming of Christ. We would not have the students receive the idea that 
they can spend many years in acquiring an education. Let them use the education 
that they can acquire in a reasonable length of time, in carrying forward the work 
of God. Our Saviour is in the sanctuary pleading in our behalf. He is our 
interceding High Priest, making an atoning sacrifice for us, pleading in our behalf 
the efficacy of His blood. Parents should seek to represent this Saviour to their 
children to establish in their minds the plan of salvation, how that because of 
transgression of the law of God, Christ became our sin-bearer. The fact that the 
only-begotten Son of God gave His life because of man's transgression, to satisfy 
justice and to vindicate the honor of God's law, should be constantly kept before 
the minds of children and youth. The object of this great sacrifice should also be 
kept before them; for it was to uplift fallen man degraded by sin that this great 
sacrifice was made. Christ suffered in order that through faith in Him our sins 
might be pardoned. He became man's substitute and surety, Himself taking the 
punishment, though all undeserving, that we who deserved it might be free, and 
return to our allegiance to God through the merits of a crucified and risen Saviour. 
He is our only hope of salvation. Through His sacrifice we who are now on 
probation are prisoners of hope. We are to reveal to the universe, to the world 
fallen and to worlds unfallen, that there is forgiveness with God, that through the 
love of God we may be reconciled to God. Man repents, becomes contrite in 
heart, believes in Christ as His atoning sacrifice, and realizes that God is 
reconciled to him. FE 369.1

Even the students in the universities were deceived by the false representations 
of the monks and induced to join their orders. Many afterward repented this step, 
seeing that they had blighted their own lives and had brought sorrow upon their 
parents; but once fast in the snare it was impossible for them to obtain their 
freedom. Many parents, fearing the influence of the monks, refused to send their 
sons to the universities. There was a marked falling off in the number of students 
in attendance at the great centers of learning. The schools languished, and 
ignorance prevailed. GC 83.1

The words of Inspiration were verified: “The entrance of Thy words giveth 
light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.” Psalm 119:130. The study of the 
Scriptures was working a mighty change in the minds and hearts of the people. 
The papal rule had placed upon its subjects an iron yoke which held them in 
ignorance and degradation. A superstitious observance of forms had been 
scrupulously maintained; but in all their service the heart and intellect had had 
little part. The preaching of Luther, setting forth the plain truths of God's word, 
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and then the word itself, placed in the hands of the common people, had aroused 
their dormant powers, not only purifying and ennobling the spiritual nature, but 
imparting new strength and vigor to the intellect. GC 195.1

Elymas was not a man of education, yet he was peculiarly fitted to do the work 
of Satan. Those who preach the truth of God will meet the wily foe in many 
different forms. Sometimes it will be in the person of learned, but more often 
of ignorant, men, whom Satan has trained to be successful instruments to 
deceive souls. It is the duty of the minister of Christ to stand faithful at his post, in 
the fear of God and in the power of His might. Thus he may put to confusion the 
hosts of Satan and may triumph in the name of the Lord. AA 169.1

Such people are careless, reckless, presumptuous, and self-destroying. 
Knowledge is strewn along their pathway, but they refuse to gather up the rays of 
light, saying that they depend on God. But will God do those things that He has 
left for them to do? Will He supply their neglect? Will He wink at their willing 
ignorance, and do great things for them, by restoring soul, body, and spirit, while 
they ignore the most simple agencies, the use of which would bring them their 
health? While day by day they indulge their appetite by eating that which brings 
disease, can they expect the Lord to work a miracle to restore them? This is not 
the Lord's way of working. By doing this, they make the Lord altogether such 
an one as themselves. Faith and works go together.... MM 226.3

13. At the time the light of health reform dawned upon us, and since that time, 
the questions have come home every day, “Am I practicing true temperance in all 
things?” “Is my diet such as will bring me in a position where I can accomplish 
the greatest amount of good?” If we cannot answer these questions in the 
affirmative, we stand condemned before God, for He will hold us all responsible 
for the light which has shone upon our path. The time of ignorance God winked 
at, but as fast as light shines upon us, He requires us to change our health-
destroying habits, and place ourselves in a right relation to physical laws.—
Good Health, November, 1880. CD 19.3

The times of ignorance God winked at, but now, with the blazing light of truth 
shining all around us, with warnings, with reproofs, with increasing light if we 
will but open our eyes to see it, there is no excuse of any, even the weakest child 
of God, that they should not disperse light to the world. The four angels are 
holding the four winds that a special work may be accomplished: the saints of 
God are to be sealed in their foreheads. Brethren, how long before you will be 
ready for the seal of God? Every step you advance upon the path which God 
forbids, toward your own pleasure and in sin, is a step nearer your destruction. 
Every act of disobedience to the word of the Lord is exposing you to irreparable 
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loss. Every moment of ease, of self-indulgence, secured by you in neglecting the 
divine admonitions and call to duty in earnest work for the Master, is placing you 
under the power and control of the prince of darkness. Your candlestick may at 
any moment be moved out of its place. RH June 7, 1887, par. 12

In these last days there is a call from Heaven inviting you to keep the statutes 
and ordinances of the Lord. The world has set at naught the law of Jehovah; but 
God will not be left without a witness to his righteousness, or without a people in 
the earth to proclaim his truth. The door of the heavenly sanctuary has been 
opened, and no man can shut it, and the light of the Holy of Holies is shining into 
the world. The people of God have had their attention called to the ark of the 
testimony, and the law within it has been revealed with its unalterable precepts. In 
holy vision, John saw the remnant church on the earth, in an age of lawlessness, 
and he points them out in unmistakable language: “Here is the patience of the 
saints; here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 
They are in harmony with that law that rests in the ark in the most holy place of 
the heavenly sanctuary. The whole duty of man is summed up in its sacred 
precepts. In the heart of the law is the commandment enjoining upon man the 
observance of the Sabbath of Jehovah, which the world and the church have 
trodden under their feet. For centuries men have walked in blindness concerning 
the true Sabbath, and the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now is the 
day of reformation, and he calls upon men everywhere to repent. When the light 
of God's disregarded commandment shone upon the path of those who sincerely 
loved God, they delayed not to keep his statutes. They realized that they must 
come out from the world and be separate, and touch not the unclean, that they 
might claim the promise, “I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and 
ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” They became the 
repairers of the breach that has been made in the law of God, because they turned 
away their feet from the Sabbath, from doing their pleasure on God's holy day, 
and called the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable, and did honor 
him, not speaking their own words or finding their own pleasure. ST February 3, 
1888, par. 5

Our work is aggressive. The world is to be warned. We cannot trifle with the 
message of mercy and warning to be given to our fellow men. The times of our 
ignorance, “God winked at.” [Acts 17:30.] But now great light is shining upon 
the church, and God is waiting to see what they are going to do with this light. 
For the last thirty years, great light has been shining upon the pathway of God’s 
people. But their practice has not been in harmony with this light. My brethren 
and sisters, what are you doing to save souls? You might have been years in 
advance of where you are now if you had given yourselves wholly to Christ. How 
long will you weary His patience? Oh, how much good you might have 
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accomplished had you laid hold of the work with earnestness and zeal, ever 
learning of Christ! Not one-thousandth part is done of what might be done if those 
who know the truth would practice the truth. 17LtMs, Ms 59, 1902, par. 51

Those who boast of wisdom beyond the teaching of the word of God, need to 
drink deeper of the fountain of knowledge, that they may learn their real 
ignorance. There is a boasted wisdom of men, that is foolishness in the sight of 
God. “Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in 
this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own 
craftiness.” Those who have only this wisdom, need to become fools in their own 
estimation. The greatest ignorance that now curses the human race is in 
regard to the binding claims of the law of God; and this ignorance is the 
result of neglecting the study of the word of God. It is Satan's determined plan 
to so engage and absorb the mind, that God's great guidebook shall not be the 
Book of books, and that the sinner may not be led from the path of transgression 
to the path of obedience. FE 130.2

The great educating book is the Bible, and yet it is little read or practiced. O that 
every individual would seek to make of himself all that he could, improving his 
opportunities to the very best of his ability, purposing to use every power which 
God has given him, not simply to advance his temporal affairs, but to advance his 
spiritual interests. O that all might search diligently to know what is truth, to study 
earnestly that they might have correct language and cultivated voices, that they 
might present the truth in all its elevated and ennobling beauty. Let no one 
imagine that he will drift into some position of usefulness. If men would be used 
to work for God, let them put to the stretch their powers, and concentrate their 
minds in earnest application. It is Satan that would keep men in ignorance and 
inefficiency, that they may be developed in a one-sided way which they may 
never be able to correct. He would have men exercise one set of faculties to the 
exclusion of the exercise of another set, so that the mind will lose its vigor, and 
when there is a real necessity, be unable to rise to the emergency. God wants men 
to do their best, and while Satan is pulling the mind in one direction, Jesus is 
drawing it in another. FE 256.1


