
God's Law the Foundation of Reformation.--The law of God is to be the means of education 
in the family. Parents are under a most solemn obligation to walk in all the commandments of 
God, setting their children an example of the strictest integrity. . . .  {CG 489.4}
     The law of God is the foundation of all enduring reformation. We are to present to the world 
in clear, distinct lines the need of obedience to His law. The great reformative movement must 
begin in the home. Obedience to God's law is the great incentive to industry, economy, 
truthfulness, and just dealing between man and man.  {CG 489.5}

The Right Definition of Love
    The law of God is as sacred as God Himself. It is a revelation of His will, a transcript of His 
character, the expression of divine love and wisdom. The harmony of creation depends upon the 
perfect conformity of all beings, of everything, animate and inanimate, to the law of the Creator. 
God has ordained laws for the government, not only of living beings, but of all the operations of 
nature. Everything is under fixed laws, which cannot be disregarded. But while everything in 
nature is governed by natural laws, man alone, of all that inhabits the earth, is amenable to moral 
law. To man, the crowning work of creation, God has given power to understand His 
requirements, to comprehend the justice and beneficence of His law, and its sacred claims upon 
him; and of man unswerving obedience is required.  {PP52.3}

John 14:15,21.

   But notice here that obedience is not a mere outward compliance, but the service of love. The 
law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an embodiment of the great principle of 
love, and hence is the foundation of His government in heaven and earth. If our hearts are 
renewed in the likeness of God, if the divine love is implanted in the soul, will not the law of 
God be carried out in the life? When the principle of love is implanted in the heart, when man is 
renewed after the image of Him that created him, the new covenant promise is fulfilled. . . . 
Obedience--the service and allegiance of love--is the true sign of discipleship (Steps to Christ, 
pp. 59, 60). 

     The commandments of God are comprehensive and far reaching; in a few words they unfold 
the whole duty of man. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength. . . . Thou shalt love thy neighbour as  
thyself" (Mark 12:30, 31). In these words the length and breadth, the depth and height, of the 
law of God is comprehended; for Paul declares, "Love is the fulfilling of the law" (Rom. 
13:10). The only definition we find in the Bible for sin is that "sin is the transgression of the 
law" (1 John 3:4). The Word of God declares, "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God" (Rom. 3:23). "There is none that doeth good, no, not one" (Rom. 3: 12). Many are deceived 
concerning the condition of their hearts. They do not realize that the natural heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked. They wrap themselves about with their own 
righteousness, and are satisfied in reaching their own human standard of character; but how 
fatally they fail when they do not reach the divine standard, and of themselves they cannot meet 
the requirements of God. { 1 SM 320.1}

___________________________________________________________________________



A Fatal Mistake

   Those who are self-righteous, who claim that they are saved, are not always patterns of piety. 
We have found that those who say most concerning their sanctification, are most opposed to the 
principles of God's law. Satan often deludes the mind, and men are led to erect false standards of 
their own, whereby they measure character. They exalt their own ideas, boast of their 
attainments, of their assurance, and place all their confidence in their feelings. They do not find a 
foundation for their faith in the word of God. Many have a fanciful religion. They talk of God's 
love, claiming that he is not severe and exacting, but long-suffering and lenient; at the same 
time, they echo the suggestion of Satan, "Hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden? . . . Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." It was though he had 
declared that God's threatening was all a pretense, and man need not be alarmed, for God 
would not be so severe and exacting. The very same reasoning is employed today in the 
Christian world. When the claims of the law are presented, men begin to frame excuses for 
continuing in disobedience, stating that God will not punish them for the breaking of his 
precepts. But let us think of it soberly. Will God change his holy law to suit my convenience? 
Will he sanction sin, and countenance disobedience? If God had a character of this kind, we 
could not reverence him. His authority could not be respected. Every transgression of God's law 
will be visited with its penalty upon the transgressor. The wages of sin is death. God is jealous 
for the honor of his law; it is the foundation of his government in heaven and earth, and it will 
stand throughout eternal ages. The prophet declares, "The soul that sinneth, it shall die." Sin is 
the transgression of the law. But, again, it is written for the comfort and salvation of the penitent: 
"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness."  {RH, November 18, 1890 par. 5}

   Satan deceives many with the plausible theory that since God's love for his people is so great, 
he will excuse sin in them; that while the threatenings of God's word are to serve a certain 
purpose in his moral government, they are never to be literally fulfilled. But in his dealings 
with his creatures, God has maintained the principles of righteousness by revealing sin in its true 
character,—by demonstrating that its sure result is misery and death. The unconditional pardon 
of sin never has been and never will be. Such pardon would show the abandonment of the 
principles of righteousness which are the very foundation of the government of God. It would fill 
the unfallen worlds with consternation. God has faithfully pointed out the results of sin, and if 
these warnings are not true, how can we be sure that his promises will be fulfilled? That so-
called benevolence which would set aside justice, is not benevolence, but weakness. God is the 
Lifegiver. From the beginning, his laws were ordained to give life. But sin broke in upon the 
order that God had established, and discord followed. As long as sin exists, suffering and death 
are inevitable. It is only because the Redeemer has borne the curse of sin in our behalf, that man 
can hope to escape its dire results. YI June 13, 1901 p6

Ps. 7:11 God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day. 12 If he turn 
not, He will whet His sword; He hath bent His bow, and made it ready. 13 He hath also prepared 
for Him the instruments of death; He ordaineth His arrows against the persecutors. 1Kings 



8:32;Ps. 10:4;36:1;58:3;75:10;119:53,155; Isa. 26:10:55:7;2Peter 3:17—none righteous, 
34:21;37:10;37:32,34,38;50:16;58:10;145:20* Isa. 3:11;13:11;Jer. 25:31; Eze. 
3:18,19;33:8-11;Mal. 3:18;4:3; Matt. 18:32;21:41;25:26; 2Thess. 3:2. Ex. 34:7;James 2:10.

Note: They have placed themselves in a delusion that they can’t be righteous, then are they 
wicked. And if wicked they have to have an alternative plan of salvation: We are the Bride, many 
paths to heaven, we all can believe something different, etc.

   Jer. 16:5 For thus saith the Lord, Enter not into the house of mourning, neither go to lament nor 
bemoan them (Israel Judah): for I have taken away my peace from this people, saith the Lord, 
even lovingkindness and mercies.

  That religion which makes of sin a light matter, dwelling upon the love of God to the sinner 
regardless of his actions, only encourages the sinner to believe that God will receive him while 
he continues in that which he knows to be sin. This is what some are doing who profess to 
believe present truth. The truth is kept apart from the life, and that is the reason it has no power 
to convict and convert the soul.  {5T 540.2}

  This goody-goody religion that makes light of sin and that is forever dwelling upon the love of 
God to the sinner, encourages the sinner to believe that God will save him while he continues 
in sin and he knows it to be sin. This is the way that many are doing who profess to believe 
present truth. The truth is kept apart from their life, and that is the reason it has no more power to 
convict and convert the soul. There must be a straining of every nerve and spirit and muscle to 
leave the world, its customs, its practices, and its fashions. . . .   {3SM 155.1}

Washington, D.C., December 27, 1890 
   There is a necessity of dwelling upon the love of Jesus Christ; this is essential. But it is not all 
that must be spoken. The great standard of character--God's holy law, with all its solemn 
injunctions--should be distinctly set forth, together with the circumstances of the giving of the 
law from Mount Sinai in awful grandeur. The Lord Jesus Christ was there in person. He spoke 
that law, and gave the commandments, which are unalterable, unchangeable, and eternal in their 
character.{1888 Materials. EGW. Chap. 100 - Diary Entries. 781.1}
   Take not the position that men can be moved by the presentation of the love of God alone. 
You may build ever so fine a structure, but it is without foundation. Dig deep, lay the 
foundation on Christ alone--a crucified Redeemer who died for the transgressor that he should 
not perish but have eternal life. How? Only by coming back to his allegiance to God's holy law. 
"Repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ." Acts 20:21.{1888 Materials. 
EGW. Chap. 100 - Diary Entries.783.1}
     The law and the gospel go hand in hand. The one is the complement of the other. The law 
without faith in the gospel of Christ cannot save the transgressor of law. The gospel without 
the law is inefficient and powerless. The law and the gospel are a perfect whole. The Lord 
Jesus laid the foundation of the building, and He lays "the headstone thereof with shoutings, 
crying, Grace, grace unto it." Zech. 4:7. He is the Author and Finisher of our faith, the Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. The two blended--the gospel of Christ 
and the law of God--produce the love and faith unfeigned.{1888 Materials. EGW. Chap. 100 - 



Diary Entries. 783.2}

The closing words of the third angel point directly to a body of Christian commandment-
keepers. “Here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Rev.14:12. 
The Jew takes no stock in this text, because he sees in it the despised Jesus of Nazareth. Many 
professed Christians find it as objectionable as the Jew, for the reason that they find in it the 
equally-despised commandments of God. But said the adorable Jesus. “I and my Father are one.” 
So the law of the Father and the gospel of the Son pass through all dispensations of man’s fallen 
state, in perfect harmony. Would God that both the blind Jew and the blind Christian might see 
this, and embrace the whole truth, instead of each a part, might keep the commandments of God 
and the faith of Jesus, and be saved.

But here let it be distinctly understood that there is no salvation in the law. There is no 
redeeming quality in law. Redemption is through the blood of Christ. The sinner may cease to 
break the commandments of God, and strive with all his power to keep them; but this will not 
atone for his sins, and redeem him from his present condition in consequence of past 
transgression. 

Notwithstanding all his efforts to keep the law of God, he must be lost without faith in the 
atoning blood of Jesus. And this was as true in the time of Adam, of Abel, Enoch, Noah, 
Abraham, Moses and the Jews, as since Jesus died upon the cross. No man can be saved without 
Christ. 

On the other hand, faith in Jesus Christ, while refusing obedience to the law of the Father is 
presumption. An effort to obtain friendship with the Son, while living in rebellion against the 
Father, is Heaven-daring. No greater insult can be offered to either the Father or the Son. 
What! separate the Father and the Son, by trampling on the authority of the one, and making a 
friend of the other? “I and my Father are one.” The Jew insults the Father, in his rejection of the 
Son; and the Christian flings in the face of the Heaven equal insult, in all his acts of worship in 
which he vainly thinks to make Jesus his friend while, with light upon the subject, he breaks 
the commandments of God. {LG J.W. 6.4-7 reprint}{JW,  JWLI THE LAW AND THE 
GOSPEL. 355.1}

  The candlestick was formed after the fashion of the almond-tree, the first to 
awaken from the sleep of winter and show the leaf and buds of spring. Its trunk and 
branches alternated with golden flowers and fruits, intimating that God seeks for a 
like living and fruitful character in his people. The light shed by the lamps of the 
candlestick, was a beautiful symbol of the spiritual illumination which God ever 
desires to shed upon his people. The anointing oil and incense were of careful and 
costly preparation, and were not to be imitated for any secular purposes, showing 
that nothing common or profane would mingle with the work or worship of the 
Lord. Incense was the emblem of prayer. The law was placed inside the ark, but 
over it was the mercy-seat, which is the central idea of the gospel. This shows 



that the law and gospel always go together. They cannot be divorced. To destroy 
the law would render the gospel uncalled for and useless; to destroy the gospel 
would leave mankind to destruction. But there is still another lesson to be learned 
from what is here said about the law. When directions were given for the erection 
of the tabernacle, the first object described was the ark, which was made expressly 
as a receptacle for the law. So in coming to Christ, the sinner has first to do with 
the law; for it is the law which convicts of sin. He must believe that God “is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him,” and that consequently he 
will leave to their own fate, all who will not seek him. Not till he is thus seized 
and slain by the law, will he see the need of the remedy provided by the gospel. 
But when, thus awakened, he seeks help in Christ, he does not then find the law 
standing at the threshold of the temple of divine grace, as if it would say to him, 
First comply with my demands, and then you may go in and seek mercy from 
God, but he finds an invitation to him to come in, and then he shall be provided 
with grace to keep the law. He now finds the law enshrined in the innermost 
apartment, and the first things that now meet his gaze, are the altar, the sacrifice, 
and the priest, through whom he may obtain that righteousness which will bring 
him into harmony with the law, the lack of which is the source of all the trouble. 
He may come without any righteousness of his own, and must come in that way; 
for he has none to bring; but he must have a hungering and thirsting for 
righteousness; and then these provisions of mercy say to him, Enter freely in, and 
find the grace you seek, to keep the law. And so the law comes to be at last 
enshrined in the inner sanctuary of his heart and affections; and then “the 
righteousness of the law is fulfilled” in him, as says the apostle, and with him he 
can then say, “I delight in the law of God after the inward man.” Romans 8:4; 7:22. 
LUJ 104.2

When it is in the heart to obey God, when efforts are put forth to this end, Jesus 
accepts this disposition and effort as man's best service, and He makes up for the 
deficiency with His own divine merit. But He will not accept those who claim to 
have faith in Him and yet are disloyal to His Father's commandment. We hear a 
great deal about faith, but we need to hear a great deal more about works. Many 
are deceiving their own souls by living an easy-going, accommodating, crossless 
religion. FW 50.1

   Away with the idea that the law of God alone can save the sinner, however carefully 
he may observe all its precepts. The law is the rule of conduct. It condemns the 
violator, and holds him guilty until he suffers the penalty of its transgression, or 
receives pardon through a mediating party. There is no redeem- ing power in law. If it 
were the province of law to redeem the transgressor of law, then Christ need not have 
died for our sins. The Jew is blind, to say the very least, in one eye. But away, away 
with the heresy that men may be saved by Christ and the gospel while trampling the 



law of God under their feet. God gave Christ to the world because his law was as 
changeless and enduring as his eternal Self. And there was no other way to meet the 
demands of that law, and at the same time save the sinner, than that Christ should die, 
the just for the unjust. 

   The Christian who trusts in Christ for salvation while breaking the commandments of 
God, is suffering as great blindness as the Jew, though it be in the other eye. He 
dishonors both the Father and the Son, by making God’s moral government of trifling 
importance, and consequently the atonement of the Son of corresponding value. He is 
even flinging insult into the very face Heaven in boasting of saving faith in the Son, 
while rejecting the commandments of the Father. But John sees a loyal army obedient 
and true, who are not swayed by Satan to the right or to the left. These have sight in 
both eyes. The prophet says respecting them: “Here are they that keep the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” Rev.14:12.  Redeemed J.White 2.4-3.1

   The mild, beloved disciple [John] has said, “He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:4). The Word of God is very plain 
and pointed. It is dangerous business to profess to be a follower of Jesus and in works deny 
Him by indifference to even one of His requirements. {CTr 317.2} 
   The history of the Reformation teaches us that the church of Christ is never to come to a 
standstill and cease reforming. God stands at the head, saying to them as He did to Moses, “Go 
forward.”“Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward.” God’s work is onward; step 
by step His people advance onward through conflict and trial to final victory. The history of the 
church teaches us that God’s people are not to be stereotyped in their theories of faith, but to be 
prepared for new light, for opening truth revealed in His Word. {CTr 317.3} 
   The past history of the advancement of truth amid error and darkness shows us that sacred 
truth is not cherished and sought after by the majority. Those who have advanced in reform, 
obeying the voice of God—“Go forward” have been subject to opposition, torture, and death; 
and in the face of gaping prisons and threatened torture and death, they deemed the truth for 
their time of sufficient importance to hold tenaciously, yielding their life rather than to 
sacrifice their faith. They counted not their life dear unto them if sacrificed for the truth of God. 
The truth in our day is as important as it was in the days of the martyrs. . . . {CTr 317.4} 
   What if in Luther’s day people had taken a position to cover their disobedience to God’s 
requirement with: “God is too merciful to condemn me for not taking unpopular truth. Our 
intellectuals and our religious leaders do not accept it. I will run the risk of transgressing God’s 
law because the world rejects it. . . . I am satisfied with my religion; . . . I will risk going with the 
crowd.” {CTr 317.5} 
   If I go with the crowd, the Bible tells me I am in the broad road to death. Said the Majesty of 
heaven, “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it.” We are accountable for the light that shines in our day. Christ wept in agony over 
Jerusalem because they knew not the time of their visitation. It was their day of trust, their day of 
opportunity and privilege. . . . The foul ingratitude, the hollow formalism, and the hypocritical 
insincerity of hundreds of years called these tears of irrepressible anguish from His eyes.—Letter 



35a, 1877. {CTr 317.6} 

     What solemn words were those that fell from the lips of the divine Teacher, who came to 
make honorable the law of his Father: "Whosoever shall break one of these least commandments, 
and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven." Ministers and 
people should comprehend the full significance of these words. Those who by word or action, or 
interpretation of Scripture, lessen, or explain away the sacred claims and dignity of God's holy 
law shall have no place in the kingdom of heaven. Christ would here have us understand that 
our righteousness must include, not only the observance of the letter of the law, but also the 
spirit and principle of it. The letter of the law specifies how we must walk in order to please 
God; the spirit of the law points to Jesus Christ as the atoning sacrifice, through whose merits the 
sinner can fulfill the requirements of the law, Christ said, "I and my Father are one." There is 
therefore perfect harmony between the law and the gospel.  {ST, July 18, 1878 par. 22}

  "It is not enough to believe about Christ; we must believe in Him. The only faith that will 
benefit us is that which embraces Him as a personal Saviour; which appropriates His merits to 
ourselves. Many hold faith as an opinion. But saving faith is a transaction, by which those 
recieve Christ join themselves in a covenant relation with God. Genuine faith is life. A living 
faith means an increase of vigor, a confiding trust, by which the soul becomes a conquering 
power. GW 259-261

     The third angel's message is the proclamation of the commandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus Christ. The commandments of God have been proclaimed, but the faith of Jesus Christ has 
not been proclaimed by Seventh-day Adventists as of equal importance, the law and the gospel 
going hand in hand. I cannot find language to express this subject in its fullness.  {12MR 193.3}  
     "The faith of Jesus." It is talked of, but not understood. What constitutes the faith of Jesus, 
that belongs to the third angel's message? Jesus becoming our sin-bearer that He might become 
our sin-pardoning Saviour. He was treated as we deserve to be treated. He came to our world and 
took our sins that we might take His righteousness. Faith in the ability of Christ to save us amply 
and fully and entirely is the faith of Jesus. {12MR 193.4}

   Counterfeit holiness, spurious sanctification, is still doing its work of deception. Under various 
forms it exhibits the same spirit as in the days of Luther, diverting minds from the Scriptures and 
leading men to follow their own feelings and impressions rather than to yield obedience to the 
law of God. This is one of Satan's most successful devices to cast reproach upon purity and truth. 

     There is a spurious experience that is prevailing now everywhere in regard to the love of 
Jesus--that we must dwell on the love of Jesus, that faith in Jesus is all we need--but these souls 
must be instructed that the love of Jesus in the heart will lead to humility of life and obedience to 
all His commandments. "He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him" (1 John 2:4). The love of Jesus that goes no farther than the lips will 
not save any soul, but be a great delusion.--Manuscript 26, Oct. 17, 1885, "First Visit to Sweden, 
diary."  {TDG 299.1}
     Some who claim to love Jesus are deceivers and all their religion is lip service. It does not 
transform the character. It does not reveal the inward working of grace. They do not show that 
they have ever learned in Christ's school the lessons of meekness and lowliness of heart. They do 



not show by life or character that they are wearing Christ's yoke or lifting Christ's burdens. They 
are not reaching the standard given them in God's Word, but a human standard. Their life is not 
pure like Christ's life. They are not being refined and ennobled by His Spirit. The way of truth 
they have not known, and they are of that number who will say, "Lord, Lord, open unto us. We 
have taught in the streets. We have done many wonderful works." But Christ will say of them, "I 
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity" (Matt. 7:23).--Ibid.  {TDG 299.2}
     Those who reject the truth of the Bible do it under a pretense of loving Jesus. Those who love 
Jesus will reveal that love by being obedient children. They will be doers of the Word and not 
hearers only. They will not be continually pleading, "All that we have to do is to believe in 
Jesus." This is true in the fullest sense, but they do not comprehend, they do not take it in its 
fullest sense. To believe in Jesus is to take Him as your Redeemer, as your Pattern. All who love 
Jesus must follow His example. They must connect themselves with Jesus as closely as the 
branch is connected with the living vine. They are abiding in Jesus and Jesus is abiding in them 
and they are doers of His Word, partakers of His divine nature.--Ibid.  {TDG 299.3}

The Bible is interpreted in a manner that is attractive to the unrenewed heart, while its solemn 
and vital truths are made of no effect. A God of love is presented; but his justice, his 
denunciations of sin, the requirements of his holy law, are all kept out of sight. Pleasing, 
bewitching fables captivate the senses of those who do not make God's word the foundation of 
their faith. Christ is as verily rejected as before; but Satan has so blinded the eyes of the people 
that the deception is not discerned.  {4SP 405.2}  


