For forty years did unbelief, murmuring, and rebellion shut out ancient Israel
from the land of Canaan. The same sins have delayed the entrance of modern
Israel into the heavenly Canaan. In neither case were the promises of God at
fault. It is the unbelief, the worldliness, unconsecration, and strife among the
Lord’s professed people that have kept us in this world of sin and sorrow so many
years.—Manuscript 4, 1883. { Ev 696.2}
Satan is continually seeking to overcome the people of God by breaking down
the barriers which separate them from the world. Ancient Israel were enticed into
sin when they ventured into forbidden association with the heathen. In a similar
manner are modern Israel led astray. “The God of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” 2 Corinthians 4:4. All who are
not decided followers of Christ are servants of Satan. In the unregenerate heart
there is love of sin and a disposition to cherish and excuse it. In the renewed heart
there is hatred of sin and determined resistance against it. When Christians choose
the society of the ungodly and unbelieving, they expose themselves to temptation.
Satan conceals himself from view and stealthily draws his deceptive covering over
their eyes. They cannot see that such company is calculated to do them harm; and
while all the time assimilating to the world in character, words, and actions, they
are becoming more and more blinded. { GC 508.2}
The Israelites as a nation still continued in a state of irreligion and idolatry, and
as a punishment they remained in subjection to the Philistines. During this time
Samuel visited the cities and villages throughout the land, seeking to turn the
hearts of the people to the God of their fathers; and his efforts were not without
good results. After suffering the oppression of their enemies for twenty years, the
Israelites “mourned after the Lord.” Samuel counseled them, “If ye do return unto
the Lord with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from
among you, and prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve Him only.” Here we
see that practical piety, heart religion, was taught in the days of Samuel as taught
by Christ when He was upon the earth. Without the grace of Christ the outward
forms of religion were valueless to ancient Israel. They are the same to modern
Israel. { PP 590.1}
What a lesson is this to men holding positions of responsibility today in the
church of God! What a solemn warning to deal faithfully with wrongs that bring
dishonor to the cause of truth! Let none who claim to be the depositaries of God’s
law flatter themselves that the regard they may outwardly show toward the
commandments will preserve them from the exercise of divine justice. Let none
refuse to be reproved for evil, nor charge the servants of God with being too
zealous in endeavoring to cleanse the camp from evil-doing. A sin-hating God calls

upon those who claim to keep His law to depart from all iniquity. A neglect to
repent and to render willing obedience will bring upon men and women today as
serious consequences as came upon ancient Israel. There is a limit beyond which
the judgments of Jehovah can no longer be delayed. The desolation of Jerusalem in
the days of Jeremiah is a solemn warning to modern Israel, that the counsels and
admonitions given them through chosen instrumentalities cannot be disregarded
with impunity. { PK 416.2}
Jeremiah’s message to priests and people aroused the antagonism of many. With
boisterous denunciation they cried out, “Why hast thou prophesied in the name of
the Lord, saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate
without an inhabitant? And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the
house of the Lord.” Jeremiah 26:9. Priests, false prophets, and people turned in
wrath upon him who would not speak to them smooth things or prophesy deceit.
Thus was the message of God despised, and His servant threatened with death.
{ PK 417.1}
Please read the third chapter [of Jeremiah]. This chapter is a lesson for modern
Israel. Let all who claim to be children of God understand that He will not serve
with their sins any more than He would with the sins of ancient Israel. God hates
hereditary and cultivated tendencies to wrong (Letter 34, 1899). { 4BC 1154.9 }
I was pointed back to ancient Israel. But two of the adults of the vast army that
left Egypt entered the land of Canaan. Their dead bodies were strewn in the
wilderness because of their transgressions. Modern Israel are in greater danger of
forgetting God and being led into idolatry than were His ancient people. Many
idols are worshiped, even by professed Sabbathkeepers. God especially charged
His ancient people to guard against idolatry, for if they should be led away from
serving the living God, His curse would rest upon them, while if they would love
Him with all their heart, with all their soul, and with all their might, He would
abundantly bless them in basket and in store, and would remove sickness from the
midst of them. { 1T 609.1}
The same danger exists today among the people who profess to be the
depositaries of God’s law. They are too apt to flatter themselves that the regard in
which they hold the commandments will preserve them from the power of divine
justice. They refuse to be reproved for evil, and charge God’s servants with being
too zealous in putting sin out of the camp. A sin-hating God calls upon those who
profess to keep His law to depart from all iniquity. Neglect to repent and obey His
word will bring as serious consequences upon God’s people today as did the same
sin upon ancient Israel. There is a limit beyond which He will no longer delay His
judgments. The desolation of Jerusalem stands as a solemn warning before the eyes
of modern Israel, that the corrections given through His chosen instruments cannot

be disregarded with impunity. { 4T 166.4}
The unbelief and sins of ancient Israel were presented before me, and I saw that
similar wrongs and iniquity exist among modern Israel. The pen of inspiration
recorded their crimes for the benefit of those who live in these last days, that we
might shun their evil example. Achan coveted and secreted a wedge of gold and a
goodly Babylonish garment that were taken as spoil from the enemy. But the Lord
had pronounced the city of Jericho accursed and had commanded the people not to
take of the spoil of their enemies for their own use. “And ye, in anywise keep
yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye
take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it. But
all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto the
Lord: they shall come into the treasury of the Lord.” { 4T 491.1}
All I can say to you is: Take up the light which God has given you and follow it
at any cost to yourselves. This is your only safety. You have a work to do to come
into harmony, and may the Lord help you to do it even if self is crucified. Gather
up the rays of light that have been slighted and rejected. Gather them up with
meekness, with trembling, and with fear. The sin of ancient Israel was in
disregarding the expressed will of God and following their own way according to
the leadings of unsanctified hearts. Modern Israel are fast following in their
footsteps, and the displeasure of the Lord is as surely resting upon them. { 5T
93.3}
Mark the whole tenor of this chapter, and learn the lesson it conveys to modern
Israel. These things are written for our ensamples upon whom the ends of the
world are come. We see the unbelief, and the stout resistance of some who have
had great light, and although evidence has been piled upon evidence, they have
kept themselves in stubborn resistance. The Lord has sent messages of warning and
entreaty, messages of reproof and rebuke, and they have not been in vain. But we
have never had a message that the Lord would disorganize the church. We have
never had the prophecy concerning Babylon applied to the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, or been informed that the “loud cry” consisted in calling God’s people to
come out of her; for this is not God’s plan concerning Israel. { RH October 3,
1893, par. 12 }
Note: Nor have I said the teaching of the SDA church by the SDA Pioneers
constituted Babylon. It is the new teachings that are outlined in the studies on the
home page, that are also being preached in the churches which do constitute
Babylon, but who’s camp are those in who preach the teachings of Babylon in the
SDA church?

Some in this age of the world seem to think it a virtue to call sin righteousness.
But Moses called sin by its right name, a transgression of God’s holy law. Moses
required all who were truly penitent and humble in view of their transgression, to
manifest it by separating from the congregation, and in the sight of all Israel
repair to the tabernacle, and he would plead with God to forgive their
transgression, and receive them back again to his favor. Conviction and thorough
repentance was required of ancient Israel in order to meet the standard of God.
No less does God require of his people in our day. There must be genuine heart
work in repentance and humiliation, in order to come under this covenant care, and
protecting love of God. Unmistakable evidence is given that God is a jealous God,
and that he will require of modern Israel as he did of ancient Israel, that they obey
his law. For all who live upon the earth is this sacred history traced by the pen of
inspiration. { ST May 27, 1880, par. 11 }
The cause of Israel’s weakness lay in their departure from God by disobedience
to his commandments. The reason of the weakness and backsliding of modern
Israel is their neglect to obey the divine law. God requires from all mankind
obedience to his commandments. The whole world will be judged by the moral law
according to their opportunity of becoming acquainted with it, whether by reason,
or tradition, or the written word. { ST June 9, 1881, par. 9 }
Yet we see a similar blindness and inattention on the part of many at the present
day. Having a knowledge of God’s law, they are confident and boastful, as though
especially favored of Heaven, while they are not from the heart obeying its
precepts. God has given to modern Israel warnings, counsel, and reproof, to bring
them to repentance and reformation of life. But too often these produce but a
momentary impression. The persons warned soon return to their own ways. They
flatter themselves that because they have a form of godliness they will be accepted
of the Lord, and they go on presumptuously devising and executing plans in
accordance with their own finite judgment, and giving little heed to the special
manifestations of divine providence. It is one thing to acknowledge the claims of
God’s law, and quite another thing to render faithful and willing obedience to all its
requirements. And let it be remembered that to the obedient alone will the
promises of blessing, support, and guidance be fulfilled. { ST December 22,
1881, par. 6 }
After suffering the oppression of their enemies for twenty years, the Israelites
“mourned after the Lord.” They repented of the sins which had alienated them
from him, and sought to return again to their allegiance. Samuel counseled them,
“If ye do return unto the Lord with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods,
and Ashtaroth, from among you, and prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve
him only; and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.” “Return unto

the Lord with all your hearts;” “Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him
only”—here we see that practical piety, heart religion, was taught in the days of
Samuel, as taught by Christ when he was upon the earth. The teacher is virtually
the same in both dispensations. God’s claims are the same. Without the grace of
Christ, the outward forms of religion were valueless to ancient Israel. They are the
same to modern Israel. All the pleas of self-righteousness are unavailing; all hope
is groundless except that based upon the sacrifice and victory of our Saviour.
Obedience to God, required in the days of Moses, Joshua, and Samuel, was
enforced by the world’s Redeemer. { ST January 26, 1882, Art. A, par. 1 }
All I can say to you is, Take up the light which God has given you, and follow it
at any cost to yourselves. This is your only safety. You have a work to do to come
into harmony, and may the Lord help you to do it even if self is crucified. Gather
up the rays of light that have been slighted and rejected. Gather them up with
meekness, with trembling, and with fear. The sin of ancient Israel was in
disregarding the expressed will of God and following their own way according to
the leadings of unsanctified hearts. Modern Israel are fast following in their
footsteps, and the displeasure of the Lord is as surely resting upon them.
{ PH117 79.2 }

