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And often in the synagogue on the Sabbath day He was called upon to read the lesson from the
prophets, and the hearts of the hearers thrilled as a new light shone out from the familiar words of
the sacred text. {DA 74.2}
To them the words of Jesus were full of freshness and truth and beauty. A divine illumination was
shed upon the teaching of the Old Testament Scriptures. The many-sided themes of truth stood
out in new light. {DA 139.2}
Those who are teachers should feel the necessity of being taught, learning of Jesus Christ
through His sent messengers, that they may communicate to you, that you may communicate freely
to others as you have received. Ministers and people should show the same earnestness to learn
the truth anew, and receive it afresh, as to learn it the first time. It will bear repetition and will
need to be oft repeated, to be appropriated, being heard from other lips. {1SAT 157.1}
The gems of truth become dimmed in our possession unless we are increasing in love for the
truth, and practicing that faith which works by love and purifieth the soul. The gems of truth grow
lusterless to the receiver unless put to a practical use. Hearts must be softened and subdued by the
Spirit of God, receiving the truth in the soil of an humble, contrite heart. Isaiah 57:15-19. They will
be active, and willing to be refined, longing to be purified and ennobled by the truth. And thus they
show its power upon human minds by what it accomplishes for the receiver. If the teachers of the
truth think their own ways are perfect and, begin to criticize the messenger the Lord sends, be sure
you will reap that which you have sown. You will reap the fruit born of your criticism. {1SAT
157.2}
The old truths will be presented, but they will be seen in a new light. There will be a new
perception of truth, a clearness and a power that all will discern. Those who have the privilege of
sitting under such a ministry will, if susceptible to the Holy Spirit's influence, feel the energizing
power of a new life. The fire of God's love will be kindled within them. Their perceptive faculties
will be quickened to discern the beauty and majesty of truth. {COL 130.4}
This scripture (Rev. 3:17-19) applies to those who live under the sound of the message, but
who will not come to hear it. How do you know but that the Lord is giving fresh evidences of His
truth, placing it in a new setting, that the way of the Lord may be prepared? What plans have you
been laying that new light may be infused through the ranks of God's people? What evidence have
you that God has not sent light to His children? All self-sufficiency, egotism, and pride of opinion
must be put away. We must come to the feet of Jesus, and learn of Him who is meek and lowly of
heart. Jesus did not teach His disciples as the rabbis taught theirs. Many of the Jews came and
listened as Christ revealed the mysteries of salvation, but they came not to learn; they came to
criticize, to catch Him in some inconsistency, that they might have something with which to
prejudice the people. They were content with their knowledge, but the children of God must know
the voice of the True Shepherd. Is not this a time when it would be highly proper to fast and pray
before God? We are in danger of variance, in danger of taking sides on a controverted point; and
should we not seek God in earnestness, with humiliation of soul, that we may know what is truth?
{1SM 413.2}
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Satan hopes to involve the remnant people of God in the general ruin that is coming upon the
earth. As the coming of Christ draws nigh, he will be more determined and decisive in his efforts
to overthrow them. Men and women will arise professing to have some new light or some new
revelation whose tendency is to unsettle faith in the old landmarks. Their doctrines will not bear
the test of God's word, yet souls will be deceived. {CCh 344.4}
We are God's commandment-keeping people. For the past fifty years every phase of heresy has
been brought to bear upon us, to becloud our minds regarding the teaching of the Word--especially
concerning the ministration of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary, and the message of Heaven for
these last days, as given by the angels of the fourteenth chapter of Revelation. Messages of every
order and kind have been urged upon Seventh-day Adventists, to take the place of the truth which,
point by point, has been sought out by prayerful study, and testified to by the miracle-working
power of the Lord. But the waymarks which have made us what we are, are to be preserved, and
they will be preserved, as God has signified through His Word and the testimony of His Spirit. He
calls upon us to hold firmly, with the grip of faith, to the fundamental principles that are based
upon unquestionable authority. {1SM 208.2}
I would not feel that I could present these things, if the Lord had not given me this work to do.
There are others besides yourself, and more than one or two, who like you think they have new
light, and are all ready to present it to the people. But it would be pleasing to God for them to
accept the light already given and walk in it, and base their faith upon the Scriptures, which
sustain the positions held by the people of God for many years. The everlasting gospel is to be
proclaimed by human agents. We are to sound the messages of the angels which are represented as
flying in the midst of heaven, with the last warning to a fallen world. If we are not called upon to
prophesy, we are called to believe the prophecies, and to cooperate with God in giving light to
other minds. This we are trying to do. {2SM 114.3}
Let God alone specify the mistakes that they have made; but let us be silent concerning what we
may think is a defect. We have enough to do to learn the lessons He would have us learn.
Increased light has come to us from God as we have searched the living oracles. We have
discovered gems that were more precious than gold and silver, and many of these rich treasures
have been pointed out to us by men who are now laid away in the grave. Let us not depreciate one
of God's workmen. If God in His great mercy has traced the imperfection of any of His
workmen, it is for the purpose of leading the church to shun his defects, and to imitate his
virtues. {6MR 206.1}
I long daily to be able to do double duty. I have been pleading with the Lord for strength and
wisdom to reproduce the writings of the witnesses who were confirmed in the faith and in the early
history of the message. After the passing of the time in 1844 they received the light and walked in
the light, and when the men claiming to have new light would come in with their wonderful
messages regarding various points of Scripture, we had, through the moving of the Holy Spirit,
testimonies right to the point, which cut off the influence of such messages as Elder G has been
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devoting his time to presenting.{1SM 160.4}
We are to pray for divine enlightenment, but at the same time we should be careful how we
receive everything termed new light. We must beware lest, under cover of searching for new truth,
Satan shall divert our minds from Christ and the special truths for this time. I have been shown
that it is the device of the enemy to lead minds to dwell upon some obscure or unimportant point,
something that is not fully revealed or is not essential to our salvation. This is made the absorbing
theme, the "present truth," when all their investigations and suppositions only serve to make
matters more obscure than before, and to confuse the minds of some who ought to be seeking for
oneness through sanctification of the truth.--Letter 7, 1891. {1SM 159.3}
Not Revealed to Just One or Two.--God has not passed His people by, and chosen one solitary
man here and another there as the only ones worthy to be entrusted with His truth. He does not
give one man new light contrary to the established faith of the body. In every reform men have
arisen making this claim. Paul warned the church in his day, "Of your own selves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them." The greatest harm to God's people
comes through those who go out from among them speaking perverse things. Through them the
way of truth is evil spoken of. {CW 45.2}
Submit New Light to Experienced Brethren. --There are a thousand temptations in disguise
prepared for those who have the light of truth; and the only safety for any of us is in receiving no
new doctrine, no new interpretation of the Scriptures, without first submitting it to brethren of
experience. Lay it before them in a humble, teachable spirit, with earnest prayer; and if they see no
light in it, yield to their judgment; for "in the multitude of counselors there is safety."--Testimonies,
Vol. 5, pp. 291-293. (1885.) {CW 47.1}
The different parties of professed Advent believers have each a little truth, but God has given all
these truths to His children who are being prepared for the day of God. He has also given them
truths that none of these parties know, neither will they understand. Things which are sealed up to
them, the Lord has opened to those who will see and are ready to understand. If God has any new
light to communicate, He will let His chosen and beloved understand it, without their going to
have their minds enlightened by hearing those who are in darkness and error. {EW 124.2}
Shun the burning desire to get up something new and bring it in as new light.--If we
only knew what is before us, we should not be so dilatory in doing the work of the Lord. There are
ministers and workers who will present a tissue of nonsensical falsehoods as testing truths, even as
the Jewish rabbis presented the maxims of men as the bread of heaven. These are given to the flock
of God, as their portion of meat in due season, while the poor sheep are starving for the bread of
life. Even now there seems to be a burning desire to get up something startling, and bring it in as
new light. Thus men are weaving into the web as important truths a tissue of lies. This imaginary
food that is being prepared for the flock will cause spiritual consumption, decline, and death.--RH
Jan. 22, 1901. {PaM 30.1}
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Danger of Straining to be Original.--Some are always straining to get something original. This
places them in great danger. They produce something new that is not according to the Word of
God, and they have not the discernment to see the real harm that results from their ambition to excel
some other one in new and strange productions. Thus error comes to appear to them as truth, and
they present it as wonderful new light, when it is an innovation that makes of none effect a "Thus
saith the Lord." {PM 102.3}
Let all be under the controlling influence of the Holy Spirit of God. Under the direction of the
Holy Spirit, one may use the same expressions used by a fellow worker under the same guidance.
He should not make an effort to do this, or not to do it, but leave the mind to be acted upon by the
Holy Spirit. There is one thing all should do: Endeavor "to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace."--Lt 53, 1900. {PM 102.4}
Let Pioneers Identify Truth.--When the power of God testifies as to what is truth, that truth is to
stand forever as the truth. No aftersuppositions, contrary to the light God has given are to be
entertained. Men will arise with interpretations of Scripture which are to them truth, but which are
not truth. The truth for this time, God has given us as a foundation for our faith. He Himself has
taught us what is truth. One will arise, and still another, with new light which contradicts the
light that God has given under the demonstration of His Holy Spirit. {CW 31.2}
It is true that there are prophecies yet to be fulfilled. But very erroneous work has been
done again and again, and will continue to be done by those who seek to find new light in the
prophecies, and who begin by turning away from the light that God has already given. The
messages of Revelation 14 are those by which the world is to be tested; they are the everlasting
gospel and are to be sounded everywhere.—Manuscript 32, 1896 (Manuscript Releases, vol. 17,
pp. 12-15). {CTr 342.5}
We are to pray for divine enlightenment, and at the same time we should be careful about
receiving everything termed new light. . . . I have been shown that it is the device of the enemy to
divert minds to some obscure or unimportant point, something that is not fully revealed or is not
essential to salvation. . . . {CTr 363.2}
A Device of the Enemy.--We are to pray for divine enlightenment, but at the same time we
should be careful how we receive everything termed new light. We must beware lest, under cover
of searching for new truth, Satan shall divert our minds from Christ and the special truths for this
time. I have been shown that it is the device of the enemy to lead minds to dwell upon some
obscure or unimportant point, something that is not fully revealed or is not essential to our
salvation. This is made the absorbing theme, the "present truth," when all their investigations and
suppositions only serve to make matters more obscure than before, and to confuse the minds of
some who ought to be seeking for oneness through sanctification of the truth.--Preach the Word, p.
4. (1891.) {CW 49.2}
"New Light" Which Unsettles Confidence.-- Satan hopes to involve the remnant people of God
in the general ruin that is coming upon the earth. As the coming of Christ draws nigh, he will be
more determined and decisive in his efforts to overthrow them. Men and women will arise
professing to have some new light or some new revelation, whose tendency is to unsettle faith in

Page 4 of 8

NewLight copy.rtf

10/20/09 3:32 PM

the old landmarks. Their doctrines will not bear the test of God's word, yet souls will be deceived.
False reports will be circulated, and some will be taken in this snare. They will believe these
rumors, and in their turn will repeat them, and thus a link will be formed connecting them with the
archdeceiver. This spirit will not always be manifested in an open defiance of the messages that
God sends, but a settled unbelief is expressed in many ways. Every false statement that is made
feeds and strengthens this unbelief, and through this means many souls will be balanced in the
wrong direction.-- Testimonies, Vol. 5, pp. 295, 296. (1885.) {CW 49.3}
Attitude to Those Claiming to Have New Light.--Cling close to your Bible, for its sacred truths
can purify, ennoble, and sanctify the soul. You must hold the truth and teach it as it is in Jesus, else
it is of no value to you. Before the light of God's truth let human opinions and ideas and human
wisdom appear as they are in the sight of God,--as foolishness. . . . {CW 50.1}
If a brother differ with you on some points of truth, do not stoop to ridicule, do not place him in
a false light, or misconstrue his words, making sport of them; do not misinterpret his words and
wrest them of their true meaning. This is not conscientious argument. Do not present him before
others as a heretic, when you have not with him investigated his positions, taking the Scriptures
text by text in the spirit of Christ to show him what is truth. You do not yourself really know the
evidence he has for his faith, and you cannot really clearly define your own position. Take your
Bible, and in a kindly spirit weigh every argument that he presents and show him by the Scriptures
if he is in error. When you do this without unkind feelings, you will do only that which is your
duty and the duty of every minister of Jesus Christ.-- Letter 21, 1888. {CW 50.2}
Hear Before You Condemn.--When new light is presented to the church, it is perilous to shut
yourselves away from it. Refusing to hear because you are prejudiced against the message or the
messenger will not make your case excusable before God. To condemn that which you have not
heard and do not understand will not exalt your wisdom in the eyes of those who are candid in
their investigations of truth. And to speak with contempt of those whom God has sent with a
message of truth, is folly and madness. If our youth are seeking to educate themselves to be
workers in His cause, they should learn the way of the Lord, and live by every word that
proceedeth out of His mouth. They are not to make up their minds that the whole truth has been
unfolded, and that the Infinite One has no more light for His people. If they entrench themselves in
the belief that the whole truth has been revealed, they will be in danger of discarding precious
jewels of truth that shall be discovered as men turn their attention to the searching of the rich mine
of God's word.--Counsels on Sabbath School Work, pp. 32, 33. (1892.) {CW 51.1}
Men professing to have new light, claiming to be reformers, will have great influence over a
certain class who are convinced of the heresies that exist in the present age and who are not
satisfied with the spiritual condition of the churches. With true, honest hearts, these desire to see a
change for the better, a coming up to a higher standard. If the faithful servants of Christ would
present the truth, pure and unadulterated, to this class, they would accept it and purify themselves
by obeying it. But Satan, ever vigilant, sets upon the track of these inquiring souls. Someone
making high profession as a reformer comes to them, as Satan came to Christ, disguised as an
angel of light, and draws them still farther from the path of right. {CH 625.1}
New light will ever be revealed on the word of God to him who is in living connection with the
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Sun of Righteousness. Let no one come to the conclusion that there is no more truth to be revealed.
The diligent, prayerful seeker for truth will find precious rays of light yet to shine forth from the
word of God. Many gems are yet scattered that are to be gathered together to become the property
of the remnant people of God. But light is not given simply to be a strength to the church, but to be
shed upon those who are in darkness. The people of God are to show forth the praises of Him who
hath called them out of darkness into His marvelous light. Christ has said of His people, "Ye are
the light of the world," and it is the mission of the light to shine out and illuminate the darkness.
{CSW 34.1}
Maintaining Truth Not to Preclude New Light.-- It is a fact that we have the truth, and we must
hold with tenacity to the positions that cannot be shaken; but we must not look with suspicion upon
any new light which God may send, and say, Really, we cannot see that we need any more light
than the old truth which we have hitherto received, and in which we are settled. While we hold to
this position, the testimony of the True Witness applies to our cases its rebuke, "And knowest not
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." Those who feel rich and
increased with goods and in need of nothing, are in a condition of blindness as to their true
condition before God, and they know it not.--Review and Herald, August 7, 1894. {CW 33.1}
Led of God, but Not Infallible.--We must not think, "Well, we have all the truth, we understand
the main pillars of our faith, and we may rest on this knowledge." The truth is an advancing truth,
and we must walk in the increasing light. {CW 33.2}
Many Gems Yet to Be Discovered.--New light will ever be revealed on the word of God to him
who is in living connection with the Sun of Righteousness. Let no one come to the conclusion that
there is no more truth to be revealed. The diligent, prayerful seeker for truth will find precious rays
of light yet to shine forth from the word of God. Many gems are yet scattered that are to be
gathered together to become the property of the remnant people of God.--Counsels on Sabbath
School Work, p. 34. (1892.) {CW 35.1}
God is presenting to the minds of men divinely appointed precious gems of truth, appropriate
for our time. God has rescued these truths from the companionship of error, and has placed them in
their proper framework. When these truths are given their rightful position in God's great plan,
when they are presented intelligently and earnestly, and with reverential awe, by the Lord's
servants, many will conscientiously believe because of the weight of evidence, without waiting for
every supposed difficulty which may suggest itself to their minds, to be removed.--Ev 122. {VSS
61.2}
The Test of New Light.--Our brethren should be willing to investigate in a candid way every
point of controversy. If a brother is teaching error, those who are in responsible positions
ought to know it; and if he is teaching truth, they ought to take their stand at his side. We
should all know what is being taught among us; for if it is truth, we need it. We are all under
obligation to God to know what He sends us. He has given directions by which we may test every
doctrine,--"To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them." If the light presented meets this test, we are not to refuse to accept it
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because it does not agree with our ideas.--Gospel Workers, pp. 300, 301. {CW 43.3}
When a brother receives new light upon the Scriptures, he should frankly explain his position,
and every minister should search the Scriptures with the spirit of candor to see if the points
presented can be substantiated by the inspired word. "The servant of the Lord must not strive; but
be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves;
if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth." 2 Timothy 2:24,
25. {CET 203.3}
The hardest task I ever had to do in this line was in dealing with one who, I knew, wanted to
follow the Lord. For some time he had thought he was obtaining new light. He was very ill, and
must soon die. And oh, how my heart hoped he would not make it necessary for me to tell him just
what he was doing. Those to whom he presented his views listened to him eagerly, and some
thought him inspired. He had a chart made, and reasoned from the Scriptures to show that the Lord
would come at a certain date, in 1894, I think. To many his reasoning seemed to be without a flaw.
They told of his powerful exhortations in his sickroom. Most wonderful views passed before him.
But what was the source of his inspiration? It was the morphine given him to relieve his pain.
{2SM 113.1}
At our camp meeting at Lansing, Michigan, just before I came to Australia, I had to speak
plainly in regard to this new light. I told the people that the words they had heard were not the truth
of inspiration. The wonderful light, which presented such a show of truth, was the result of a
misapplication of Scripture. The Lord's work would not close up in 1894. The word of the Lord to
me was, "This is not truth, but will lead into strange paths, and some will become confused over
this representation, and will give up the faith." . . . {2SM 113.2}
The work of no human author is perfect. The depth of human intellect may be measured. The
richest mines of human production are not inexhaustible. But the highest, deepest, broadest flight
of the imagination can not find out God. There is infinity beyond all that we in our own strength
can comprehend; the Holy Spirit must reveal Him to us. Many are too well satisfied with the
surface truths of revelation. Precious gems of truth are passed by because their value is not seen.
Let the Bible student tax his mind as he studies God's Word; for the meaning often lies hidden
beneath the surface. The knowledge thus gained will be like heavenly seed planted by the divine
Sower. {ST, December 22, 1898 par. 9}
The talents lent us on trust are to be used to benefit and bless others. They are lent to be
improved. Their value is in themselves. Whether or not the one to whom they are intrusted realizes
their value, they remain the same. But if he does not appreciate them, they are of no value to him.
Money may be locked up in various ways. It is still money, but it is of no special benefit to any
one. But money wisely invested brings money in return, which may be used to gain more money.
Thus it is with the householder's treasures, the Word of the living God. The use made of the gems
of truth determines their value to the possessor. They are to be used to help and bless and save
those for whom the Lord gave His only-begotten Son. Then they are of the highest value to us. In
this way we may increase our talents, adding jewel to jewel. {ST, March 8, 1899 par. 2}
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