
Dr. Peter S. Ruckman, a prominent proponent of King James Onlyism, frequently 
defended the inclusion of the Johannine Comma (1 John 5:7–8 in the KJV) in his 
writings (such as Manuscript Evidence and his booklet 1 John 5:7).

While modern textual critics note that 1 John 5:7 is absent from the vast majority 
of ancient Greek manuscripts, Ruckman cited a specific set of Greek minuscules, 
Latin manuscripts, and ancient translations as evidence for its authenticity:

1. Greek Manuscripts (Minuscules)

Ruckman highlighted the few Greek manuscripts that contain the reading, either 
directly in the main text or added in the margins:

• Codex Montfortianus (Minuscule 61): Dated c. 1520. This is the primary 
Greek manuscript Erasmus used to insert the passage into his 3rd edition of 
the Greek New Testament. Ruckman heavily cited MS 61, arguing it was 
based on older Syriac lineage rather than created on demand as modern 
critics claim.

• Codex Ottobonianus (Minuscule 629): A 14th-century bilingual Latin-
Greek manuscript containing the text.

• Minuscule 918: A 16th-century Greek manuscript.

• Minuscule 2473: A 17th-century manuscript.

• Minuscule 2318: An 18th-century manuscript.

• Marginal Additions: Manuscripts where the verse was added by later 
scribes in the margin, including Codex Regius (88), 221, 429, 635, and 636.

2. Old Latin Manuscripts (Vetus Latina)

Because the manuscript evidence for 1 John 5:7 in Greek is sparse, Ruckman relied 
heavily on early Latin witnesses, arguing that the true text was preserved in the Old 
Latin stream rather than Alexandrian Greek manuscripts:

• Codex Speculum (m): A 5th-century Old Latin treatise quoting 1 John 5:7.

• Codex Frisingensis (r): A 5th to 7th-century Old Latin fragment containing 
the passage.

• Codex Monacensis (l): A 7th-century Latin manuscript.



3. Early Translations & Church Fathers

In addition to specific codices, Ruckman appealed to non-Greek textual lines and 
early patristic quotes:

• The Old Latin / Italic Lineage: He argued that the Old Latin Bible (dating 
to c. AD 150–180) contained the verse long before Jerome integrated it into 
the Latin Vulgate.

• Early Patristic Evidence: He frequently cited Cyprian (c. AD 250) and 
Tertullian (c. AD 200), arguing their early writings quoted or alluded to 1 
John 5:7 prior to the surviving major Greek codices.

• Council of Carthage (AD 415 / 484): Ruckman cited the Creed of the 
African Bishops led by Eugenius, which quoted 1 John 5:7 directly.

   Note: If 1 John 5:7 had not support by texts throughout the Old Testament as 
taught in the sanctuary and the New Testament by Christ and the apostles Such as:
—

John 10:30 I and my Father are one. 6:38 For I came down from heaven, not to 
do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. . . 40 And this is the will of 
him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may 
have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day. 17:21 That they all 
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in 
us: . . . 22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may 
be one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one;

1John 5:7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.

Why are they not using the same reasoning to interpret both these first two verses? 
Since they say there are not 3 then there should not be two. But neither verses have 
supplied (italicized) words, nor does John 14-16 or Matthew 3:16,17 or  28:19 etc. 
What is specified in these verses is the harmony that exists between the two in the 
former and the three in the latter. The problem isn’t the 2 or 3. their problem is the 
meaning of These three are One. In both verses it means unity of the number of 
persons involved.



Judg. 20:1 Then all the children of Israel went out, and the congregation was 
gathered together as one man, . . . And all the people arose as one man, 
saying, . . . . 11 So all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, knit 
together as one man. 2Sam. 19:14 And he bowed the heart of all the men of Judah, 
even as the heart of one man; . . . Ezra 3:1 . . . the people gathered themselves 
together as one man to Jerusalem. Neh. 8;1 And all the people gathered themselves 
together as one man . . . 

Romans 15:6
            That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:10
             Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

2 Corinthians 13:11
             Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, 
live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.

Philippians 2:2
Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one 

accord, of one mind.

Philippians 3:16
             Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same 
rule, let us mind the same thing.

Ephesians 4:3-6
Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 

calling;
One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

Wait in John 10 above if Jesus was God (1Tim. 3:16; Matt:1:23.) and The Father 
was God then is there only one? Jesus now is identified Two. And since Jesus 
described 3 in John 14-16  and EGW said “third Person” we have 3.  But do you 
believe there is only one just like catholics, for they add that ONE GOD appears 3 



different ways. The Bible and EGW teach there are 3 separate persons/GODS—
Deities-powers agencies united in mind/purpose, character and will. Rom. 8:27 
"He was in all things like unto us. Though He was God, He did not appear as God. 
He veiled the manifestations of Deity, which had commanded the homage and 
called forth the admiration of the universe. He divested Himself of the form of 
God, and in its stead took the form of man. He laid aside His glory, and for our 
sakes became poor, that we through His poverty might be rich." 17MR 339.1

No one in their right mind would say of phrases; The Fathers Son, or His Son is 
one same person, and not two, so to with the Spirit of God the Father, or His Spirit, 
or the Spirit of Christ. For of means from,  just like Jesus in John 14-16 said. In the 
last days satan will personate the saints loved ones to deceive them, he will also 
personate Christ. Two and separate not the saints loved ones nor is it Christ.

Ephesians 4:13,14
              Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive.

   Acts of the Apostles
   page 20 paragraph 2
     " In these first disciples was presented marked diversity. They were to be the 
worlds teachers, and they represented widely varied types of character. In order 
successfully to carry forward the work to which they had been called, these men, 
differing in natural characteristics and habits of life, needed to come into unity of 
feeling, thought, and action. This unity it was Christ's object to secure. To this end 
He sought to bring them into unity with Himself. The burden of His labor for them 
is expressed in His prayer to His Farther, "That they all may be one; as Thou, 
Farther, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us; that the world 
may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me" 
John 17 21,23. His constant prayer for them was that they might be sanctified 
through the truth; and He prayed with assurance, knowing that an Almighty decree 
had been given before the world was made. Read  chapter 2, Training the Twelve. 
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