“I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth
was lightened with his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying,
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the
hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” “And I
heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, My people, that ye be
not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” Revelation 18:1,
2, 4. { GC 603.1}
This scripture points forward to a time when the announcement of the fall of
Babylon, as made by the second angel of Revelation 14 ( verse 8), is to be
repeated, with the additional mention of the corruptions which have been entering
the various organizations that constitute Babylon, since that message was first
given, in the summer of 1844. A terrible condition of the religious world is here
described. With every rejection of truth the minds of the people will become
darker, their hearts more stubborn, until they are entrenched in an infidel
hardihood. In defiance of the warnings which God has given, they will continue to
trample upon one of the precepts of the Decalogue, until they are led to persecute
those who hold it sacred. Christ is set at nought in the contempt placed upon His
word and His people. As the teachings of spiritualism are accepted by the
churches, the restraint imposed upon the carnal heart is removed, and the
profession of religion will become a cloak to conceal the basest iniquity. A belief
in spiritual manifestations opens the door to seducing spirits and doctrines of
devils, and thus the influence of evil angels will be felt in the churches. { GC
603.2}
No error accepted by the Christian world strikes more boldly against the
authority of Heaven, none is more directly opposed to the dictates of reason, none
is more pernicious in its results, than the modern doctrine, so rapidly gaining
ground, that God's law is no longer binding upon men. Every nation has its laws,
which command respect and obedience; no government could exist without them;
and can it be conceived that the Creator of the heavens and the earth has no law to
govern the beings He has made? Suppose that prominent ministers were publicly to
teach that the statutes which govern their land and protect the rights of its citizens
were not obligatory--that they restricted the liberties of the people, and therefore
ought not to be obeyed; how long would such men be tolerated in the pulpit? But is
it a graver offense to disregard the laws of states and nations than to trample upon
those divine precepts which are the foundation of all government? { GC 584.1}

It would be far more consistent for nations to abolish their statutes, and permit
the people to do as they please, than for the Ruler of the universe to annul His law,
and leave the world without a standard to condemn the guilty or justify the
obedient. Would we know the result of making void the law of God? The
experiment has been tried. Terrible were the scenes enacted in France when
atheism (see note 2) became the controlling power. It was then demonstrated to the
world that to throw off the restraints which God has imposed is to accept the rule
of the cruelest of tyrants. When the standard of righteousness is set aside, the way
is open for the prince of evil to establish his power in the earth. { GC 584.2}
Wherever the divine precepts are rejected, sin ceases to appear sinful or
righteousness desirable. Those who refuse to submit to the government of God are
wholly unfitted to govern themselves. Through their pernicious teachings the
spirit of insubordination is implanted in the hearts of children and youth, who are
naturally impatient of control; and a lawless, licentious state of society results.
While scoffing at the credulity of those who obey the requirements of God, the
multitudes eagerly accept the delusions of Satan. They give the rein to lust and
practice the sins which have called down judgments upon the heathen. {GC 584.3}
Para., contents mine.
There is cause for alarm in the condition of the religious world today. God’s
mercy has been trifled with. The multitudes make void the law of Jehovah,
“teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” Matthew 15:9. Infidelity
prevails in many of the churches in our land; not infidelity in its broadest sense—
an open denial of the Bible—but an infidelity that is robed in the garb of
Christianity, while it is undermining faith in the Bible as a revelation from God.
Fervent devotion and vital piety have given place to hollow formalism. As the
result, apostasy and sensualism prevail. Christ declared, “As it was in the days of
Lot, ... even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.” Luke
17:28, 30. The daily record of passing events testifies to the fulfillment of His
words. The world is fast becoming ripe for destruction. Soon the judgments of God
are to be poured out, and sin and sinners are to be consumed. { PP 166.1}
The state of corruption and apostasy that in the last days would exist in the
religious world, was presented to the prophet John in the vision of Babylon, “that
great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.” Revelation 17:18. Before its
destruction the call is to be given from heaven, “Come out of her, My people, that
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” Revelation
18:4. As in the days of Noah and Lot, there must be a marked separation from sin
and sinners. There can be no compromise between God and the world, no turning

back to secure earthly treasures. “Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” Matthew
6:24. { PP 167.1 }
There is in the religious world a theory of sanctification which is false in itself
and dangerous in its influence. In many cases those who profess sanctification do
not possess the genuine article. Their sanctification consists in talk and will
worship. Those who are really seeking to perfect Christian character will never
indulge the thought that they are sinless. Their lives may be irreproachable, they
may be living representatives of the truth which they have accepted; but the more
they discipline their minds to dwell upon the character of Christ, and the nearer
they approach to His divine image, the more clearly will they discern its spotless
perfection, and the more deeply will they feel their own defects. { SL 7.2}
The first great lesson in all education is to know and understand the will of God.
Take the knowledge of God with you through every day of life. Let it absorb the
mind and the whole being. God gave Solomon wisdom, but this God-given
wisdom was perverted when he turned from God to obtain wisdom from other
sources. We need the wisdom of Solomon after we have learned the wisdom of
One greater than Solomon. We are not to go through human wisdom, which is
termed foolishness, to seek true wisdom. For men to learn science through men’s
interpretation, is to obtain a false education, but to learn of God and Jesus Christ is
to learn the science of the Bible. The confusion in education has come because
the wisdom and knowledge of God have not been honored and exalted by the
religious world. The pure in heart see God in every providence, in every phase of
true education. They vibrate to the first approach of light which radiates from the
throne of God. Communications from heaven are made to those who will catch the
first gleams of spiritual knowledge. { SpTEd 15.1 }
The Lord made man upright in the beginning. He was created with a perfectly
balanced mind, the size and strength of all its organs being perfectly developed.
Adam was a perfect type of man. Every quality of mind was well proportioned,
each having a distinctive office, and yet all dependent one upon another for the full
and proper use of any one of them. Adam and Eve were permitted to eat of all the
trees in the garden, save one. The Lord said to the holy pair: In the day that ye eat
of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, ye shall surely die. Eve was beguiled by
the serpent to believe that God would not do as He said He would. “Ye shall not
surely die,” said the serpent. Eve ate and imagined that she felt the sensations of a
new and more exalted life. She bore the fruit to her husband, and that which had an
overpowering influence upon him was her experience. The serpent had said that
she should not die, and she felt no ill effects from the fruit, nothing which could be
interpreted to mean death, but, just as the serpent had said, a pleasurable sensation
which she imagined was as the angels felt. Her experience stood arrayed against

the positive command of Jehovah, and Adam permitted himself to be seduced by
the experience of his wife. Thus it is with the religious world generally. God’s
express commands are transgressed, and because “sentence against an evil work is
not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to
do evil.” { 3T 72.1}
In the face of the most positive commands of God, men and women will follow
their own inclinations and then dare to pray over the matter, to prevail upon God to
consent to allow them to go contrary to His expressed will. The Lord is not pleased
with such prayers. Satan comes to the side of such persons, as he did to Eve in
Eden, and impresses them, and they have an exercise of mind, and this they relate
as a most wonderful experience which the Lord has given them. A true experience
will be in perfect harmony with natural and divine law. False experience will
array itself against science and the principles of Jehovah. The religious world is
covered with a pall of moral darkness. Superstition and bigotry control the minds
of men and women, and blind their judgment so that they do not discern their
duty to their fellow men and their duty to yield unquestioned obedience to the
will of God. { 3T 72.2}
But our peculiar faith should not be discussed with patients. Their minds should
not be unnecessarily excited upon subjects wherein we differ, unless they
themselves desire it; and then great caution should be observed not to agitate the
mind by urging upon them our peculiar faith. The Health Institute is not the place
to be forward to enter into discussion upon points of our faith wherein we differ
with the religious world generally. Prayer meetings are held at the Institute in
which all may take part if they choose, but there is an abundance to dwell upon in
regard to Bible religion without touching objectionable points of difference. Silent
influence will do more than open controversy. { 3T 166.3}
The principles necessary for our youth to cultivate must be kept before them in
their daily education, that when the decree shall go forth requiring all to worship
the beast and his image, they may make the right decisions, and have strength to
declare, without wavering, their confidence in the commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus, even at the very time when the law of God is made void by the
religious world. Those who waver now and are tempted to follow in the wake of
apostates who have departed from the faith, “giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils,” will surely be found on the side of those who make void the
law of God, unless they repent and plant their feet firmly upon the faith once
delivered to the saints. { 5T 525.2}
The three angels of Revelation 14 are represented as flying in the midst of
heaven, symbolizing the work of those who proclaim the first, second, and third
angels’ messages. All are linked together. The evidences of the abiding, everliving

truth of these grand messages, that mean so much to the church, that have
awakened such intense opposition from the religious world, are not extinct. Satan
is constantly seeking to cast a shadow about these messages, so that the people of
God shall not clearly discern their import, their time and place; but they live and
are to exert their power upon our religious experience while time shall last. { 6T
17.4}
Satan’s skill is exercised in devising plans and methods without number to
accomplish his purposes. He works to restrict religious liberty and to bring into the
religious world a species of slavery. Organizations, institutions, unless kept by the
power of God, will work under Satan’s dictation to bring men under the control of
men; and fraud and guile will bear the semblance of zeal for truth and for the
advancement of the kingdom of God. Whatever in our practice is not as open as the
day belongs to the methods of the prince of evil. { 7T 180.4}
Christ presented to His countrymen and to the world brightness, beauty, and
holiness, the divine nature, by which they might be bound close to the heart of
Infinite Love; He brought light into the world to dispel spiritual darkness, and to
reveal truth. But they would not receive the heavenly gift. The apostle inquires,
“Who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth?” It is through the
deceptive working of Satan that fatal delusions have been brought even into the
religious world, and error and falsehood have been accepted instead of the light of
truth. When light is rejected, darkness covers the earth, and gross darkness the
people. Men professing the name of Christ have worked against His cause, and
the blessing brought to men at infinite cost has been turned into a curse; for when
truth is rejected because it is out of harmony with the corruption of the natural
heart, it becomes a sword to destroy. The truth, which was to restore and renew, is
a destroyer of evil; and when evil is persistently cherished, it becomes a destroyer
of the sinner also. { BEcho March 12, 1894, par. 4 }
In the days of Christ the ruins of the groves erected by Solomon for his wives
might still be seen. This place was named the Mount of Offense, by all the truehearted in Israel. Solomon little thought that those idol shrines would outlive his
reign, even till Shiloh came and looked upon the melancholy sight. { BEcho
August 29, 1898, par. 7 } See 2Kings 23:13
This case is left on record for all the religious world. Let those who know the
word of the living God, beware of cherishing the errors of the world. These Satan
presents in an attractive style; for he would deceive us, and destroy the simplicity
of our faith. If these errors are introduced, they will mar the precious landmarks of
truth. { BEcho August 29, 1898, par. 8 }
The Lord God of heaven would have the entire church devising ways and means

whereby high and low, rich and poor, may hear the message of truth. The Lord
Jesus, the mighty Saviour, has died for these souls. He can arouse them from their
indifference, he can awaken their sympathies, he can soften their hearts, he can
reveal to their souls the beauty and power of the truth. The Master-worker is God,
and not finite man; and yet he calls upon men to be the agents through whom he
can impart light to those in darkness. God has jewels in all the churches, and it is
not for us to make sweeping denunciation of the professed religious world, but in
humility and love, present to all the truth as it is in Jesus. Let men see piety and
devotion, let them behold Christlikeness of character, and they will be drawn to
the truth. He who loves God supremely and his neighbor as himself, will be a light
in the world. Those who have a knowledge of the truth are to communicate the
same. They are to lift up Jesus, the world’s Redeemer; they are to hold forth the
word of life. { RH January 17, 1893, par. 5 }
Many have gone into their graves in full faith that Sunday was the Sabbath.
Through his deceptive power, Satan made of none effect the fourth commandment,
and men taught for doctrine the commandments of men. Sunday, the child of
papacy, has been accepted and nourished and cherished by the religious world.
They have looked upon Sunday as the Sabbath, the sanctified day of rest, when
there is not a particle of Scriptural evidence to justify the claim of this spurious
Sabbath. Through the agency of the man of sin, men have been led to exalt Sunday
where the Sabbath of the Lord alone should be exalted. The Lord God of hosts is to
be exalted, and his law is to be honored. In this day he has sent special light. The
third angel is represented as flying in the midst of heaven, heralding to the
inhabitants of the world the commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus
Christ. The third angel’s message is to go everywhere. It is to be proclaimed by the
human agent, and it becomes every one who hears to be attentive to the heavensent message, and in no case to be careless, to refuse to hear or receive it; for it is a
message from God to man. If we are rational beings, and the light has come to us,
we shall be held accountable for it. But those who have not had the light which is
now shining upon the people of God concerning the Sabbath question, will not be
accountable for the light; for it has never been brought before them, and they have
died without condemnation. { RH April 25, 1893, par. 8 }
To a large degree the religious world is following in the path of the Jews. The
Pharisees taught for doctrine the commandments of men, making the word of God
void by their traditions, and this the teachers of today are doing by upholding the
first day of the week,—a day that bears not the divine credentials. They clothe
their false Sabbath with a garb of sanctity, and many would compel its
observance by imprisonment and fine. Under the enemy’s training, their zeal will
grow until, like the Jews, they will think they are doing God a service by heaping
reproach on those who have the moral courage to keep his commandments. { RH

March 8, 1898, par. 9 }
While representing the kingdoms of this earth, the image that was revealed to
Nebuchadnezzar also fitly represented deterioration of religion. We grow weak
morally and spiritually, just in proportion as we forget God. Those who claim to be
Protestants are not today what Luther was. They have left the old landmarks, and
have depended on forms, ceremonies, and outward display to make up for the lack
of purity and piety, meekness and lowliness, found in obedience to God. Sin is
ruining nations today just as it has done in time past. Even leaders in the religious
world have not a good conscience toward God. { RH February 6, 1900, Art. A,
par. 9 }
The power of the Holy Spirit would come to our workers if they would ask for it
aright. There will be no change made in the divine economy in order to bring about
marked changes in the religious world. Men and women must rise to the
emergency. They must receive the holy oil, the divine communication. This will
enable them to arise and shine because their light has come. { RH March 24, 1904,
par. 12 }
In our day ministers and people make void, and pour contempt upon that law
which is as sacred as the throne of God. Satan exults that he succeeds to so great a
degree with the professedly religious world in making of no account the law of
God; that law which is the foundation of God’s government in Heaven and in earth.
Satan knows that if he could bring about a disregard of this holy law with ministers
and teachers, that Christianity will become dwarfed and sickly, true piety
paralyzed. Were the churches of today sifted by fiery trials they could not bear the
proving test of God. His holy law, of ten precepts, the mirror which discloses the
defects in the characters of all who consult it, would reveal that a great proportion
of that which is thought to be genuine religion is very defective, having only a
form of godliness, and no divine power to savor of life. { ST June 3, 1880, par. 9 }
The fatal deception of the religious world is the old disregard for the claims of
the law of God. The desire for an easy religion that requires no striving, no selfdenial, no divorce from the follies of the world, has made the doctrine of faith, and
faith only, a popular doctrine; but we must sound a note of warning. What saith the
word of God? Says the apostle James, “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a
man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? ... Thou believest
that there is one God; thou doest well; the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt
thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our
father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest
thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And
the Scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed

unto him for righteousness; and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how
that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” { ST March 30, 1888, par.
8}
The Lord calls upon his people to rise to the emergency; the human agencies are
to cooperate with the divine. It is always difficult to hold fast to the profession of
faith, when a deadening, paralyzing influence is exerted in the religious world
against loyalty to God. But because iniquity abounds, shall God’s people permit
their love to grow cold? Shall our hearts faint? Shall we not rather stand to our
allegiance, and bear the noblest testimony that man can bear to the honor of God?
Those who are not whole-hearted will lean to the world’s side of the question; they
will advise that the plain, decided truth be suppressed. But such is not the teaching
of the word of God. { ST June 12, 1893, par. 14 }
Are the Scriptures vague and inconsistent? Is there any foundation for the
conflicting opinions and various sentiments and doctrines that find credence in the
religious world? If so, then we may entertain doubts of their divine origin; for it is
not the inspiration of God that leads people to come to diverse opinions. Those
who undertake to interpret the Bible, have corrupted the word of God and wrested
the Scripture from its true meaning, by seeking to harmonize the truth of God with
the inventions and doctrines of men. The Scriptures are perverted and misapplied,
and the gems of truth are set in the framework of error. These teachers are blinded,
and cannot clearly discern what is the true meaning of the Scriptures. { ST June 4,
1894, par. 2 }
The days are fast approaching when there will be great perplexity and confusion
in the religious world. There will be gods many and lords many; every wind of
doctrine will be blowing; and Satan, clothed in angel robes, would deceive, if it
were possible, the very elect. { SW December 25, 1906, par. 3 }
The universal scorn thrown upon true piety and holiness, leads those who have
not a living connection with God to lose their reverence for his law. And as the
disrespect for the divine law becomes more manifest, the line of demarcation
between its observers and the world and a world-loving church will become more
distinct. Love of God’s precepts increases with one class, according as contempt
for them increases with the other. { SW December 25, 1906, par. 4 }
Satan’s plan has taken with the religious world. He has created an order of things
entirely his own, making void the law of God. Through his deceptive working he
has gained in the professedly Christian world that which he thought to gain in
heaven,—an abrogation of the laws of Jehovah. Through the Roman power he has
worked to remove God’s memorial, and has erected a memorial of his own to sever
God from His people. Today the Protestant world is estranged from God by its

acceptance of a spurious sabbath. Not one iota of sacred authority can they find for
doing this; yet, full of zeal, they assert that the Lord’s memorial given at creation
should be ignored, despised, trampled upon, and the first day of the week take its
place. { ST November 22, 1899, par. 2 }
Truth and error are both in the field, striving for the mastery. The champions of
truth will have a fierce conflict. “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” The warning comes, and the
directions are repeated, “Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” All that the
Lord has told you, it devolves on you to do. No one need be deceived, if he will
make the word of God his study. How little is the book of Revelation studied! It is
a hidden mystery to the religious world; and why?—Because the events not
pleasant for consideration, are so faithfully traced by the prophetic pen; and people
who are in any way troubled about the matter are soothed by their shepherds, with
the statement that the Revelation cannot be understood. But it is to be understood;
for it especially concerns us who are living in these last days. Read Revelation
1:1-3. “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.” Read the
last chapter of Revelation carefully and prayerfully. What significance there is in
the statements of this chapter! “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end,
the first and the last. Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” “I
Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the
root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.” This is the most
effectual teaching that can be given in the church built for the Sanitarium, and this
testimony is to be given in all the churches. Wherever there is an opportunity to
reach the people, the attention should be called from the earthly to the heavenly.
“And the Spirit and the Bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And
let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life
freely.” We are to voice the words of the angel. { SpTA07 52.2 }
The messages given to the churches in Asia, portray the state of things existing
in the churches of the religious world today. The names of the churches are
symbolic of the Christian church in different periods of the Christian era; the
number of the churches—seven—indicates completeness and is symbolic of the
fact that the messages extend to the end of time, and are enforced today; while the
figures used are symbolic of the state of God’s professed people,—the wheat
developing among the tares; truth standing on its own eternal basis in contrast with
error.—Manuscript 81, 1900, 17, 18. (“Solomon’s Reign,” 1900.) { 1MR 372.1 }
I wish to emphasize the fact, that the churches to which John was told to send the

instruction given him represent all the churches in our world, and that this
revelation to him is to be studied and believed and preached by the Seventh-day
Adventist Church today. Christ came personally to John to tell him “the things
which are, and the things which shall be hereafter” ( Revelation 1:19). And He said
unto him, “What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven
churches” ( Revelation 1:11). The light was not to be hidden under a bushel.
{ 1MR 372.2 }
In the revelation that Christ gave are linked together in a chain of truth the
important messages of warning that are to be given to the world before Christ’s
second coming. The last message of mercy is to be proclaimed where it has never
yet been heard. The workers are to labor with such self-denial, such self-sacrifice,
that the message will be borne to those who have not heard it. Letter 110, 1902, p.
4. (To Dr. David Paulson, July 7, 1902.) { 1MR 372.3 }
The Lord had given evidence that by His power He could in one short hour
dissolve the whole frame of nature. He can turn things upside down, and destroy
the things that man has built up in his most firm and substantial manner. “He
removeth the mountains; He overturneth them in His anger, He sweepeth the earth
out of its place, and the billows thereof tremble. The pillars of heaven tremble and
are astonished at His reproof: the mountains quake at Him, and the hills melt, and
the earth is burned at His presence.”—Manuscript 127, 1897, 2, 5, 6. (Untitled,
November 22, 1897.) { 3MR 208.2 }
Terrible shocks will come upon the earth, and the lordly palaces erected at great
expense will certainly become heaps of ruins. The earth’s crust will be rent by the
outbursts of the elements concealed in the bowels of the earth. These elements,
once broken loose, will sweep away the treasures of those who for years have been
adding to their wealth by securing large possessions at starvation prices from
those in their employ. And the religious world, too, is to be terribly shaken; for the
end of all things is at hand.—Manuscript 24, 1891, 3, 4. (Diary, cir. January 1,
1890.) { 3MR 208.3 }
We are, as I have been shown, constantly liable to error in laying too much stress
even on sound ideas and proper forms. Those peculiarities, which are not required,
if allowed to become so distinct, lessen the force of the positions we are compelled
to hold upon sound, essential truths that will distinguish us as God’s peculiar
people. It is this phase in the religious world that has divided up God’s professed
people. Faith, love, and holiness are the essentials that give true power to the truth
for this time. The manifest absence of these, the little many have known of Christ,
and the little we preach Christ’s lessons, have been a telling witness against
Seventh-day Adventists. { 9MR 184.2 } Matt. 24:49.
“Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time” [Colossians

4:5]. Precious time has passed into eternity, unused in the Master’s service. Men
have been doing a work that the Lord has warned them not to do. The actions of
the professed religious world are to be no criterion for those to whom God in His
great mercy has given advanced light. We can see that the world is in a great moral
conflict. Unwarned souls are perishing in their sins while many of our churches
remain content to do little or nothing to let the full light of the gospel, the light of
true medical missionary work, shine into the hearts of men and women, that they
may behold the way to heaven. We are failing to gain access to souls. { 16MR
6.2 }
Christ, the great Teacher, was accused of eating with publicans and sinners. He
did eat with them, but it was for the purpose of letting the truth shine forth. His
example, always high and noble and pure, was in marked contrast with the
example of the Pharisees, the priests, and the rulers of His day. They disregarded
the work that He had commissioned them to do. { 16MR 6.3 }
Love of self, pride and self-sufficiency lie at the foundation of the greatest trials
and discords that have ever existed in the religious world. Again and again the
angel has said to me, “Press together, press together, be of one mind, of one
judgment.” Christ is the Leader, and you are brethren; follow Him. Walk in the
light as He is in the light. Those who walk in the footsteps of Christ shall not walk
in darkness, but those who draw apart in unsanctified independence cannot have
God’s presence and blessing in the work.... { MR311 26.4 }
The claims of humanity and religion, the constantly increasing opportunities for
usefulness, the providential openings for the truth to be presented to the people,
demand of us liberal offerings to the cause of God. The popular churches of the
day, being in harmony with the world, receive aid from them in educational and
philanthropic enterprises. Our position as observers of the true Sabbath cuts us off
from popular sympathy and support. Our institutions receive help only from those
who are of the faith. Hence we should feel it our duty to do all in our power to
keep the Lord’s treasury supplied. While we as a people are seeking faithfully to
give to God the time which he has reserved as his own, shall we not also render to
him that portion of our means which he claims? { RH May 16, 1882, par. 30 }
The iniquity and spiritual darkness that prevailed under the supremacy of
Rome were the inevitable result of her suppression of the Scriptures; but where is
to be found the cause of the widespread infidelity, the rejection of the law of God,
and the consequent corruption, under the full blaze of gospel light in an age of
religious freedom? Now that Satan can no longer keep the world under his control
by withholding the Scriptures, he resorts to other means to accomplish the same
object. To destroy faith in the Bible serves his purpose as well as to destroy the

Bible itself. By introducing the belief that God's law is not binding, he as
effectually leads men to transgress as if they were wholly ignorant of its precepts.
And now, as in former ages, he has worked through the church to further his
designs. The religious organizations of the day (GC 390.2, 389.2;TM 61.3;7BC
979;PP 124.1) have refused to listen to unpopular truths plainly brought to view
in the Scriptures, and in combating them they have adopted interpretations and
taken positions which have sown broadcast the seeds of skepticism. Clinging to
the papal error of natural immortality and man's consciousness in death, they have
rejected the only defense against the delusions of spiritualism. The doctrine of
eternal torment has led many to disbelieve the Bible. And as the claims of the
fourth commandment are urged upon the people, it is found that the observance of
the seventh-day Sabbath is enjoined; and as the only way to free themselves from a
duty which they are unwilling to perform, many popular teachers declare that the
law of God is no longer binding. Thus they cast away the law and the Sabbath
together. As the work of Sabbath reform extends, this rejection of the divine law to
avoid the claims of the fourth commandment will become well-nigh universal. The
teachings of religious leaders have opened the door to infidelity, to spiritualism,
and to contempt for God's holy law; and upon these leaders rests a fearful
responsibility for the iniquity that exists in the Christian world. {GC 586.2}{GC
281.3}{GC 603.2} Para., and contents mine.
But God will have a group of people on the earth who maintain the Bible, and the
Bible only, as the standard for all doctrines and the basis of all reforms. The
opinions of educated men and women, the deductions of science, the many
conflicting creeds or decisions of religious organizations, the voice of the majority
—none of these things should be the basis for or against any point of religious
faith. Instead, before accepting any teaching or doctrine, we should demand a plain
“This is what God says” in its support. { AC 109.1 }
The iniquity and spiritual darkness that prevailed under the supremacy of Rome
were the inevitable result of her suppression of the Scriptures; but where is to be
found the cause of the wide-spread infidelity, the rejection of the law of God, and
the consequent corruption, under the full blaze of gospel light in an age of religious
freedom? Now that Satan can no longer keep the world under his control by
withholding the Scriptures, he resorts to other means to accomplish the same
object. To destroy faith in the Bible serves his purpose as well as to destroy the
Bible itself. By introducing the belief that God’s law is not binding, he as
effectually leads men to transgress as if they were wholly ignorant of its precepts.
And now, as in former ages, he has worked through the church to further his

designs. As the religious organizations of the day have refused to listen to
unpopular truths plainly brought to view in the Scriptures, they have sown
broadcast the seeds of skepticism. Clinging to the papal error of natural
immortality and man’s consciousness in death, they reject the only defense against
the delusions of Spiritualism. Nor is this all. As the claims of the fourth
commandment are urged upon the people, popular teachers find that the
observance of the seventh-day Sabbath is there enjoined; and as the only way to
free themselves from a duty which they are unwilling to perform, they declare that
the law of God is no longer binding. Thus they cast away the law and the Sabbath
together. As the work of Sabbath reform extends, this rejection of the divine law to
avoid the claims of the fourth commandment will become well-nigh universal.
Upon those religious leaders whose teachings have opened the door to infidelity, to
Spiritualism, and to contempt for God’s holy law, rests a fearful responsibility for
the iniquity that exists in the Christian world. { 4SP 403.2 }
Charles Beecher, in a sermon in the year 1846, declared that the ministry of
"the evangelical Protestant denominations" is "not only formed all the way up
under a tremendous pressure of merely human fear, but they live, and move, and
breathe in a state of things radically corrupt, and appealing every hour to every
baser element of their nature to hush up the truth, and bow the knee to the power
of apostasy. Was not this the way things went with Rome? Are we not living her
life over again? And what do we see just ahead? Another general council! A
world's convention! Evangelical alliance, and universal creed!”—Sermon on
"The Bible a Sufficient Creed," delivered at Fort Wayne, Indiana, Feb. 22, 1846.
When this shall be gained, then, in the effort to secure complete uniformity, it will
be only a step to the resort to force. {GC 444.3}
But if the subject of religious legislation is judiciously and intelligently laid
before the people, and they see that through Sunday enforcement the Roman
apostasy would be re-enacted by the Christian world, and that the tyranny of past
ages would be repeated, then whatever comes, we shall have done our duty.
{RH, December 24, 1889 par. 4} {RH, March 9, 1911 par. 17}
The churches, represented by Babylon, are represented as having fallen from
their spiritual state to become a persecuting power against those who keep the
commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. To John this
persecuting power is represented as having horns like a lamb, but as speaking like
a dragon. . . . {TM 117.4}

But today in the religious world there are multitudes who, as they believe, are
working for the establishment of the kingdom of Christ as an earthly and
temporal dominion. They desire to make our Lord the ruler of the kingdoms of
this world, the ruler in its courts and camps, its legislative halls, its palaces and
market places. They expect Him to rule through legal enactments, enforced by
human authority. Since Christ is not now here in person, they themselves will
undertake to act in His stead, to execute the laws of His kingdom. The
establishment of such a kingdom is what the Jews desired in the days of Christ.
They would have received Jesus, had He been willing to establish a temporal
dominion, to enforce what they regarded as the laws of God, and to make them the
expositors of His will and the agents of His authority. But He said, "My kingdom is
not of this world." John 18:36. He would not accept the earthly throne. {DA 509.2}
{GC 587.1; 588.3—for a millennium}{5T 712.1; 714-715.1}{GC 603.2} {TM
366.1} {2SP 14.1}

