MR No. 785 - Revision of Denominational Books

In some of our important books that have been in print for years, and
which have brought many to a knowledge of the truth, there may be found
matters of minor importance that call for careful study and
correction. Let such matters be considered by those regularly appointed to
have the oversight of our publications. Let not these brethren, nor our
canvassers, nor our ministers magnify these matters in such a way as to
lessen the influence of these good soul-saving books. Should we take up the
work of discrediting our literature, we would place weapons in the hands of
those who have departed from the faith and confuse the minds of those who
have newly embraced the message. The less that is done unnecessarily to
change our publications, the better it will be.--Ms 11, 1910 (PUBLISHED IN
1SM P. 165). {10MR 49.3}

Representations have passed before me which indicate that you [A. G.
Daniells] and Elder [W. W.] Prescott and others united with you have been
inclined to search out things to be criticized or condemned in our printed
publications. Were encouragement given you, changes and revisions
would be made in accordance with the ideas that you have in mind.
But you must never forget that Satan, disguised as an angel of light, is always
ready to encourage anything that would lead to a loss of confidence in our
denominational literature. He would be pleased to keep many minds employed
in picking flaws in publications that God has blessed. {10MR 49.5}

The enemy of all truth well knows that if minds can be kept occupied in
searching for and giving wide publicity to imperfections in books that have
been printed and widely circulated, great weakness will be brought to our
work. Time would pass rapidly, and the great work needed in our cities would
remain undone. Besides, there would be created in the minds of many an
uncertainty as to the value of our publications that have done a good
work and many minds would become absorbed in a further search for
possible errors in our literature. {10MR 49.6}

The result would be the creation of a feeling of uncertainty in the minds of
many as to the value of our denominational literature in general. . . . {10MR
49.7%}

Satan and all his hosts are on the battlefield. The enemy of our souls
has acted the part of a busy agent in presenting the thought that
many of our books now in print are in need of general revision. He
would be glad to have our brethren receive the impression that many
changes must be made. He would delight to insinuate questioning
and doubt into the minds of many of our people. {10MR 49.8}

I have been instructed that the Lord is not the author of the proposal to
make many changes in books already published. If information regarding this
sort of work, even as regards the few instances where revisions are needed,
should become widespread, seeds of doubt would spring up in many minds.
Satan would be busy at work implanting seeds of distrust and unbelief, and it



would require much labor to remedy the evil that would be wrought.--Letter
70, 1910, pp. 2,4. (To A. G. Daniells, August 11, 1910.)



