The infinite sacrifice which Christ has made to magnify and exalt the law,
testifies that not one jot or tittle of that law will relinquish its claims upon the
transgressor. Christ came to pay the debt which the sinner had incurred by
transgression, and by his own example to teach man how to keep the law of
God. Said Christ, “I have kept my Father's commandments.” In consideration of
all the facts so clearly establishing the claims of God's law, with heaven and
eternal life in view to inspire hope and induce effort, it is inconceivable how so
many professing to be servants of God, can set aside his law and teach sinners
that they are not amenable to its precepts. What a fatal delusion! Satan first
devised this heresy, and by it he enticed Eve into sin. The sad results of that
transgression are before us. RH September 14, 1886, par. 7
Whenever men choose their own way, they place themselves in controversy with
God. They will have no place in the kingdom of heaven, for they are at war with
the very principles of heaven. In disregarding the will of God, they are placing
themselves on the side of Satan, the enemy of God and man. Not by one word, not
by many words, but by every word that God has spoken, shall man live. We
cannot disregard one word, however trifling it may seem to us, and be safe. There
is not a commandment of the law that is not for the good and happiness of man,
both in this life and in the life to come. In obedience to God's law, man is
surrounded as with a hedge and kept from the evil. He who breaks down this
divinely erected barrier at one point has destroyed its power to protect him; for he
has opened a way by which the enemy can enter to waste and ruin. MB 52.1
By venturing to disregard the will of God upon one point, our first parents
opened the floodgates of woe upon the world. And every individual who follows
their example will reap a similar result. The love of God underlies every precept
of His law, and he who departs from the commandment is working his own
unhappiness and ruin. MB 52.2
Note: Here is exposed the mysticism of Christ does it for you!
“Jesus proceeded to show His hearers” in the sermon on the mount “what it
means to keep the commandments of God—that it is a reproduction in themselves
of the character of Christ. For in Him, God was daily made manifest before
them.” MB 55.1
We are not bidden to prove them by their fair speeches and exalted professions.
They are to be judged by the word of God. “To the law and to the testimony: if
they speak not according to this word it is because there is no light in them.”
“Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err from the words of
knowledge.” Isaiah 8:20; Proverbs 19:27. What message do these teachers bring?
Does it lead you to reverence and fear God? Does it lead you to manifest your

love for Him by loyalty to His commandments? If men do not feel the weight of
the moral law; if they make light of God's precepts; if they break one of the least
of His commandments, and teach men so, they shall be of no esteem in the sight
of heaven. We may know that their claims are without foundation. They are
doing the very work that originated with the prince of darkness, the enemy of
God. MB 145.2
A mere profession of discipleship is of no value. The faith in Christ which
saves the soul is not what it is represented to be by many. “Believe, believe,”
they say, “and you need not keep the law.” But a belief that does not lead to
obedience is presumption. The apostle John says, “He that saith, I know Him,
and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 1 John
2:4. Let none cherish the idea that special providences or miraculous
manifestations are to be the proof of the genuineness of their work or of the
ideas they advocate. When persons will speak lightly of the word of God, and
set their impressions, feelings, and exercises above the divine standard, we
may know that they have no light in them. MB 146.2 1896.
Obedience is the test of discipleship. It is the keeping of the commandments
that proves the sincerity of our professions of love. When the doctrine we
accept kills sin in the heart, purifies the soul from defilement, bears fruit unto
holiness, we may know that it is the truth of God. When benevolence, kindness,
tenderheartedness, sympathy, are manifest in our lives; when the joy of right
doing is in our hearts; when we exalt Christ, and not self, we may know that our
faith is of the right order. “Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His
commandments.” 1 John 2:3. MB 146.3
The doctrine of sanctification, or perfect holiness, which fills a prominent place
in some of the religious movements of the day, is among the causes that have
rendered modern revivals so ineffectual. True sanctification is a Bible doctrine.
The apostle Paul declared to the Thessalonian church, “This is the will of God,
even your sanctification.” [1 Thessalonians 4:3.] And again he prayed, “The very
God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” [1
Thessalonians 5:23.] But the sanctification now so widely advocated is not that
brought to view in the Scriptures. It is false in theory, and dangerous in its
practical results. 4SP 298.2
Its advocates teach that the law of God is a grievous yoke. and that by faith in
Christ, men are released from all obligation to keep his Father's
commandments. Bible sanctification is a conformity to the will of God,
attained by rendering obedience to his law, through faith in his Son. Our
Saviour prayed for his disciples, “Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is
truth.” [John 17:17.] There is no genuine sanctification except through obedience

to the truth; and the psalmist declares, “Thy law is the truth.” [Psalm 119:142.]
The law of God is the only standard of moral perfection. That law was
exemplified in the life of Christ. He says, “I have kept my Father's
commandments.” [John 15:10.] And the apostle John affirms, “He that saith he
abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.” And again,
“This is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.” [1 John 2:6; 5:3.]
Those who love God will love his commandments also. The truly sanctified
heart is in harmony with the divine precepts; for they are “holy, and just, and
good.” 4SP 299.1 1884
But Christ has given us no assurance that to attain perfection of character is an
easy matter. A noble, all-round character is not inherited. It does not come to us by
accident. A noble character is earned by individual effort through the merits and
grace of Christ. God gives the talents, the powers of the mind; we form the
character. It is formed by hard, stern battles with self. Conflict after conflict must
be waged against hereditary tendencies. We shall have to criticize ourselves
closely, and allow not one unfavorable trait to remain uncorrected. COL 331.1
The apostles and prophets and holy men of old did not perfect their characters by
miracles, by some wonderful and unusual demonstration; but they used the ability
given them by God, trusting alone in the righteousness of Christ. And all who will
use the same means may secure the same result.—General Conference Bulletin,
July 1, 1900. {YRP 327.3}
Note: As the standard, goal to achieve.
We are not to settle down, expecting that a change of character will come to
us by some miraculous work, when Jesus shall appear in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. No, we are judgment-bound, and probation is granted
to us here in this life, in order that we may form characters for the future,
immortal life. SD9.2; YI August 24, 1893, par. 2
Enoch was a public teacher of the truth in the age in which he lived. He taught
the truth; he lived the truth; and the character of the teacher was in every way
harmonious with the greatness and sacredness of his mission. Enoch was a
prophet who spoke as he was moved by the Holy Ghost. He was a light amid the
moral darkness, a pattern man, a man who walked with God, being obedient to
his law,—that law which Satan had refused to obey, which Adam had
transgressed, which Abel obeyed, and because of his obedience was murdered.
Now God would demonstrate to the universe the falsity of Satan's charge that
men could not keep God's law. He would demonstrate that though man had
sinned, he could so relate himself to God that he would have the mind and spirit
of God. This holy man was selected to denounce the wickedness of the world, and

to give evidence that man can keep the law. RH April 15, 1909, par. 2
Note: John 15:18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated
you. 19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are
not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world
hateth you. 20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater
than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they
have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things will they
do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. 22 If
I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no
cloke for their sin. 23 He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 24 If I had not
done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but
now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 But this cometh
to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me
without a cause. 1John 3:11 For this is the message that ye heard from the
beginning, that we should love one another. 12 Not as Cain, who was of that
wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own
works were evil, and his brother's righteous. 13 Marvel not, my brethren, if the
world hate you. 14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because
we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. 15
Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath
eternal life abiding in him.
Everyone who shall follow Christ will keep the commandments of God. The
question will arise. Is this convenient for me? But if you flatter yourself that God
does not require you to keep his commandments, because it interferes with your
convenience, you make a sad mistake. Another leader is commanding you,
instead of the Captain of your salvation. Jesus suffered and withstood the
severest temptations, and, finally, yielded his life on Calvary's cross, to
demonstrate to every member of the human family that the law of God is
immutable, and that not one jot or tittle can be put aside. Satan has deceived the
Christian world with the story that when Christ died he abolished the law. It was
the cross of Calvary that exalted the law of God, and made it honorable. The cross
is a monument of its immutability; and thus it is demonstrated before all worlds,
and before the angels, and before all men, that the law cannot cease to exert
eternal jurisdiction. It sustains the throne of God, and is the rule of his
Government. If God could have changed one iota of his law, Jesus need not have
come to our world to suffer and die; but he who was equal with the Father came
and suffered even the death of the cross, to give man another probation. ST
November 24, 1887, par. 11
The law of God condemns all selfishness, all pride of heart, every species of
dishonesty, every secret or open transgression. The natural heart is not inclined

to love its precepts, or obey its requirements. “It is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be.” But genuine faith in Christ converts the heart, works a
change in its attitude to the law, until it delights in the law of God. The man
who manifests enmity to the law has not submitted to the converting power of
God. It is the keeping of the commandments that proves the sincerity of our
professions of love. Says John, “This is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments; and his commandments are not grievous.” Satan is engaged in
leading men to pervert the plain meaning of God's word. He desires that the world
should have no clear idea in regard to the plan of salvation. He well knows that
the object of Christ's life of obedience, the object of his suffering, trial, and death
upon the cross, was to magnify the divine law, to become a substitute for guilty
man, that he might have remission for sins that are past, and grace for future
obedience; that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in him—and he
be transformed and fitted for the heavenly courts. Satan knows that no
transgressor of the divine law will ever enter the kingdom of Heaven, and to rob
God of the devotion and service of man, to thwart the plan of salvation, and work
the ruin of those for whom Christ died, is the motive that actuates his warfare
against the law of Heaven. He caused the fall of the holy pair in Eden by leading
them to lightly esteem the commandment of God, to think his requirements
unjust, and unreasonable, that they were not binding, and that their
transgression would not be visited, as God had said, with death. ST March 30,
1888, par. 6
Note: Rom. 8:5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh;
but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally
minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the
carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But ye are
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10 And if Christ be in
you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.
Note: Those who claim you can’t keep the law are carnally minded.
Satan has asserted that men could not keep the commandments of God. To
prove that they could, Christ became a man, and lived a life of perfect
obedience, an evidence to sinful human beings, to the worlds unfallen, and to the
heavenly angels, that man could keep God's law through the divine power that is
abundantly provided for all that believe. In order to reveal God to the world, to
demonstrate as true that which Satan has denied, Christ volunteered to take
humanity, and in His power, humanity can obey God. “As many as received Him,
to them gave He power to become the sons of God.” All heaven is Christ's to give

to the world. ST May 10, 1899, par. 7
The tempter can never compel us to do evil. He cannot control minds unless
they are yielded to his control. The will must consent, faith must let go its hold
upon Christ, before Satan can exercise his power upon us. But every sinful
desire we cherish affords him a foothold. Every point in which we fail of meeting
the divine standard is an open door by which he can enter to tempt and destroy us.
And every failure or defeat on our part gives occasion for him to reproach Christ.
DA 125.2
Satan assailed Christ with his fiercest and most subtle temptations, but he was
repulsed in every conflict. Those battles were fought in our behalf; those victories
make it possible for us to conquer. Christ will give strength to all who seek it. No
man without his own consent can be overcome by Satan. The tempter has no
power to control the will or to force the soul to sin. He may distress, but he
cannot contaminate. He can cause agony, but not defilement. The fact that
Christ has conquered should inspire His followers with courage to fight manfully
the battle against sin and Satan. GC 510.3
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets;” Christ declared;
“I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in nowise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled.” I have not come to destroy the law, but to show its immutability, and the
holiness of its claims. God could not change His law to meet man in his fallen
condition. By suffering the penalty of transgression, I will redeem the race. I have
become man's substitute and surety. I have taken human nature, and have come to
this earth to pass over the ground where Adam stumbled and fell. In human nature
I will bear the test and proving of God. Satan has declared that man can not
keep the law. I will show that his statement is false; that man can keep the law. I
have come to remove deception from the minds of men, to make plain that which
Satan is trying to make obscure. I have come to establish the law Satan is seeking
to make void, to show how far-reaching are the principles of this law. I have come
to strip from it the burdensome exactions with which man has loaded it down. I
have come to show its length and breadth, its dignity and nobility. I will open
before men its purity and spirituality. Not to introduce a new law, have I come, but
to establish the law which to all eternity will be the standard of obedience. ST
January 25, 1905, par. 2
Some claim that the commandments are not binding on those who are led by
the Spirit. What spirit? we inquire. Certainly not the Spirit of Christ; for He
declared, “I came not to destroy the law.” “Whosoever therefore shall break one of
these least commandments,” He said, “and shall a teach men so, he shall be
called the least in the kingdom of heaven.” He is a rebel against God's

government. He is sinning himself, and is leading others in the path of
disobedience. “He shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven.” For him
there will be no place in God's kingdom. He is a transgressor of the law, and into
the holy city no transgressors are admitted. ST January 25, 1905, par. 3
Note: His Spirit was the disposition to obey, a person's inherent qualities of
mind and character: It was His mind, it was His character to obey.
“ . . Satan had declared that the law of God could not be obeyed, . . . “ DA
761.4.;PP77;COL 314.4“ . . He sought to prove that the righteousness of God's law
is an enemy to peace. . .” DA 762.3;GC592;7BC915 “ . . . Yet the very means by
which Christ established the law Satan represented as destroying it. Here will come
the last conflict of the great controversy between Christ and Satan. . . “ DA 762.

