
A Look at God’s Definition of Perfection 

Definitions 
(A) Heb: 8549 - entire, without blemish, complete, full, without spot, upright

(B) Heb: 8003 - complete, friendly, made ready, peaceable, quiet, whole

(C) Heb: 4357 - complete

(D) Heb: 8535 - pious, gentle, dear, plain, undefiled, upright, coupled together

(E) Heb: 1584 - to end, come to an end, complete, cease

(F) Heb: 3559 - to set up, in a great variety of applications, whether literal (establish, fix, prepare, 

apply), or figurative (appoint, render sure, proper or prosperous)

(G) Heb: 3632(4) - whole burnt offering, complete, entirely consumed

(H) Gr: 5046 - complete (in various applications of labor, growth, mental and moral character), full of 

age

(I) Gr: 5048 - to complete, accomplish, consummate (in character), consecrate, finish, fulfill.

(J) Gr: 195 - exactness, perfect manner

(K) Gr: 197 - more exactly, more perfectly

(L) Gr: 199 - circumspectly, diligently 

(M) Gr: 739 - fresh, complete

(N) Gr: 2675 - to complete thoroughly, repair or adjust: fit, frame, mend, make perfectly join together, 

prepare, restore.

(O) Gr: 2005 - to fulfill further, execute; by implication, to terminate, undergo, accomplish, do, finish, 

make perfect, perform

(P) Gr: 2677 - (from 2675), complete furnishing, equipping)

(Q) Gr: 2676 - thorough equipment, perfection. a strengthening, perfecting of the soul, a training, 

disciplining, instructing

(R) Gr: 5047 - (from 5046), perfection: the state of the more intelligent, moral and spiritual perfection


Note: the letter after the Bible reference notes which definition it is tied to. 

Gen 6:9 (a), Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.

Perfection -> walking with God 

Gen 17:1 (a), And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said 
unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.

The Almighty God gives strength for perfection: Almighty -> mighty above and beyond all else. 

Duet 18:13 (a), Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God.

Without God -> no perfection 

Duet 32:4 (a), He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and 
without iniquity, just and right is he.

A definition: God’s work is perfect because… they are judgment, truth, without iniquity, just, upright. 

2 Sam 22:31 (a), As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all 
them that trust in him.
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God’s way is perfect. I may trust in Him. 

2 Sam 22:33 (a), God is my strength and power: and he maketh my way perfect.

With God’s strength and power, I CAN BE PERFECT. 

1 Kings 8:61 (b), Let your heart therefore be perfect with the LORD our God, to walk in his statutes, 
and to keep his commandments, as at this day.

LET your heart be perfect, it doesn’t say “make” your heart be perfect. 

1 Kings 15:14 (b), …nevertheless Asa's heart was perfect with the LORD all his days.

Read his whole story (vs 11-24): v11, he did what was right; v12, removed idols; v13, got rid of idolatry. 

2 Kings 20:3, Is 38:3 (b), (Hezekiah) I beseech thee, O LORD, remember now how I have walked before 
thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight.

Hezekiah had “made his life ready”, complete, whole with God and was not afraid to plead that before 
him. 

1 Chron 28:9 (b), And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a 
perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the 
imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will 
cast thee off for ever.

Perfection is not forced, it comes with a willing mind. 

2 Chron 16:9 (b) For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself 
strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly: 
therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars.

If we aren’t in tune with God, with a perfect heart, He isn’t able to exert His strength on our behalf. 

Job 1:1 (d), There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and 
upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.

Perfection goes along with being upright (straight, just), fearing God & departing from evil. Job was an 
example. 

Job 2:3 (d), And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none 
like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still 
he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause.

Another example from Job. Perfection doesn’t depend on outward circumstances. Job held fast 
regardless of the results. Note that this is God stating that Job is perfect. 

Job 8:20 (d) Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil doers (the 
ungodly).

God will not desert those who are perfect. 

Ps 18:30 (a) As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those 
that trust in him.

Regardless of circumstances, you can trust the path God calls you to. 

Ps 18:32 (a) It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect.

Perfection comes when you work with God. 

Ps 19:7 (a), The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul…
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Because God is perfect, His law is perfect. And because God can perfect, His law also converts my 
heart. 

Ps 37:37 (d), Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace.

Perfection -> Uprightness -> Peace 

Ps 101:2 (a) I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk 
within my house with a perfect heart.

Perfection isn’t an outward show, the way we live our private lives shows the truth of our life. 

Pl 101:6 (a) Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me: he that 
walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve me.

True, full service to God comes from a perfect heart. 

Ps 138:8 (e), The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O LORD, endureth for ever: 
forsake not the works of thine own hands.

I cannot attain perfection on my own. It is in union with the divine, my connection with the Vine that 
brings perfection. As long as I am connected with God, HE will not forsake this work. 

Prov 2:21 (a) For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it.

This is a promise of eternal life to the perfect (see v. 22) 

Prov 4:18 (f), But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.

Perfection isn’t instant, it is a growth process. As with human growth, you DO reach the full stature. 

Is 42:19-21( ), Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as he 
that is perfect, and blind as the LORD's servant? Seeing many things, but thou observest not; opening 
the ears, but he heareth not. The LORD is well pleased for his righteousness' sake; he will magnify the 
law, and make it honourable. 

See OHC Nov 24, Be blind to all evil. We want our eyes sanctified. We want to be just as it is described 
by the prophet. “Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger?” [Isaiah 42:19.] What kind of 
blindness is this? It is a blindness that will not allow our eyes to contemplate evil. It will not allow our 
eyes to rest upon iniquity. It will not grasp the things of sight and lose eternity out of its reckoning. 
9LtMs, Ms 17, 1894, par. 6  I see in Jesus everything that is lovely, everything that is holy, everything 
that is uplifting and pure. Then why should I want to open my eyes wide to see everything that is 
disagreeable? By beholding we become changed. Let us look to Jesus and consider the loveliness of 
His character, and by beholding we shall become changed into the same likeness. par. 19 

Matt 5:48 (h), Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.

A command given us, which wouldn’t have been given had it been impossible. 

Luke 6:40 (n), The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect shall be as his master.

The margin reads: shall be perfected as his master. This is a promise. When I am perfect, I will be like 
Jesus. But I must walk the path of obedience that He did. 

John 17:23 (i), I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may 
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

Jesus in me, the Father in Jesus -> The steps to perfection. The result -> The world will see me and 
know that he has loved his children. 
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Rom 12:2 (h), And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may 1prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 2will of God.

1Eph 5:10,17 - Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but 
understanding what the will of the Lord is. 21Thes 4:3 - For this is the will of God, even your 
sanctification… Sanctification is the work of perfecting me. The final product will be perfect, even as 
God is perfect! 

1 Cor 7:1 (o), Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

It is the promises of God, in the Bible that are effective in that work of cleansing and perfecting God’s 
character in me. 

1 Cor 13:10 (h), But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 
(12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I 
know even as also I am known.)

Only in perfection is there a complete picture. V11 & 12, I will be complete in Christ when I will have 
grown up. 

2 Cor 12:9 (i), And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me.

God’s strength is made perfect in my weakness when I surrender to him and not fight the 
circumstances or situation. 

2 Cor 13:11 (n), Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in 
peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.

A command to be perfect, to be complete. This fits with unity, peaceful living. The result - God, the 
God of love and peace will be with you. 

2 Cor 13:9 (q), For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong: and this also we wish, even your 
perfection.

Paul was an example of Jesus, to lift others higher, rejoice in their strength, and pray for their 
perfection. 

Eph 4:12 (p), For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ.

The gifts that God has given me are to be used, shared with the rest of the church, in ministry to them, 
for our perfection. This extends to the world, to bring people to the knowledge of God in the truth. 
They aren’t for my benefit alone. 

Eph 4:13 (h), Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.

We grow up into complete perfection. Though we are prefect at every step, even as a child is perfect in 
growth. Completion comes when we are fully grown. 

Phil 3:12 (i), Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I 
may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.

Perfection -> complete character growth is a growth process. Look also at 1Tim 6:12&19  - Fight the 
good fight of faith. We must go forward if we are to find the perfection that is commanded us and 
promised to us. 
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Phil 3:14,15 (h), I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, 
God shall reveal even this unto you.

Let me be perfectly living up to all the light God has given me, be perfectly surrendered, and God will 
reveal my sin to me. But, PRESS TOWARD THE MARK! 

Col 1:27,28 (h), To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 28 Whom we preach, warning every 
man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.

Christ in you, the hope of glory is the key to perfection. Without a close, intimate relationship with 
Christ, perfection is impossible. 

Col 3:14 (r), And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.

Above meekness, kindness, humbleness, forbearance is love. Love is the glue, they key factor in 
perfection. 

Col 4:12 (h), …that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

Perfection is completion -> being all that God has planned for me to be. 

2 Tim 3:16,17 (m), All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works.

The Bible is the tool the Holy Spirit uses in His work of perfecting me. As I apply myself to it more, and 
let its words change me, growth will result. 

Heb 5:8,9 (i), Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And 
being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.

Jesus by His obedience was made perfect - my perfect Example, my perfect Savior. It is by my 
obedience that I am made perfect. 

Heb 6:1,2 (r), Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not 
laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of 
baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.

Perfection is the finishing of the house, where the foundation of true conversion has been laid. 

Heb 13:20,21 (n), Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 Make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

A promise; through the blood of Christ and the everlasting covenant, Jesus will make me perfect, as I 
work in connection with His will. 

James 1:2-4 (h), My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3 Knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

When I’m face to face with trial, remember this! Trials -> faith -> patience -> perfection. Allow God the 
freedom and opportunity to work. 

James 2:22 (i), (Abraham) Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made 
perfect?
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Faith produces works, and works produces more faith. Through works faith is perfected because I 
must step out in faith as I “work”. 

James 3:2 (h), For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect 
man, and able also to bridle the whole body.

One qualification for perfection is perfect control over our words, not offending God or man. 

1 Pet 5:10 (n), But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.

God has called me to take part in His perfect character. It is through trials that I am perfected, 
stablished, strengthened and settled. 

1 John 4:18 (i), There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. 
He that feareth is not made perfect in love.

Only Jesus can love me perfectly. Only with Jesus is it completely safe to get wrapped up in Him. For it 
is His love in my life that is perfecting me. 

——

We serve a High & Holy God, it is our joy and duty to do all in our power to become like him. Do we 
walk with carefulness before Him as we should?

To appear all right in the sight and opinion of others is not enough. Our acts, our works, are to bear the 
inspection of Him whose eyes are too pure to behold any iniquity, any deviation from a correct course. 
PH097 5.1

In this case (Daniel & the lions den), and in the case of the three Hebrews in the fiery furnace, the seal 
of God is set in favor of two great lines of duty: (1) As in the case of the three in the fiery furnace, not 
to yield to any known sin; and (2) As in the present case, not to omit any known duty. And from these 
instances, the people of God in all ages are to derive encouragement. DAR 111.2


Let us strive to overcome, that we may see HIM face to face. 

~~~
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