Jesus left us with this promise:

Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that | go away: for if | go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, | will send him unto you. And when he is
come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

Of sin, because they believe not on me;
Of righteousness, because | go to my Father, and ye see me no more;
Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.

| have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall
glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that the Father
hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. John 16:
8-15

What is our part in having the Holy Spirit dwell in us. What does His work look like in our
life. What are the results of this work? And, what do we lose if we ignore Him?

The greatness of God is to us incomprehensible. “The Lord’s throne is in heaven” (Psalm 11:4);
yet by His Spirit He is everywhere present. He has an intimate knowledge of, and a personal
interest in, all the works of His hand. Ed 132.2

How to Receive & Retain the Holy Spirit

Through sincere prayer we are brought into connection with the mind of the Infinite. We
may have no remarkable evidence at the time that the face of our Redeemer is bending over us
in compassion and love, but this is even so. We may not feel His visible touch, but His hand is
upon us in love and pitying tenderness. SC 96.3

As the divine endowment—the power of the Holy Spirit—was given to the disciples, so it will
today be given to all who seek aright. This power alone is able to make us wise unto
salvation and to fit us for the courts above. Christ wants to give us a blessing that will make
us holy. “These things have | spoken unto you,” He says, “that My joy might remain in you, and
that your joy might be full.” John 15:11. Joy in the Holy Spirit is health-giving, life-giving joy. In
giving us His Spirit, God gives us Himself, making Himself a fountain of divine influences, to
give health and life to the world. 7T 273.1

To improve the opportunities of the present, with prompt and willing hearts, is the only way to
grow in grace and the knowledge of the truth. We should ever cherish a sense that, individually,
we are standing before the Lord of hosts; no word, no act, no thought, even, should be
indulged, to offend the eye of the Eternal One. We shall then have no fear of man or of earthly
power, because a Monarch, whose empire is the universe, who holds in His hands our
individual destinies for time and eternity, is taking cognizance of all our work. If we would feel
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that in every place we are the servants of the Most High, we would be more circumspect;
our whole life would possess to us a meaning and a sacredness which earthly honors
can never give. 5T 69.1

The very beginning of the evil was a neglect of watchfulness and secret prayer, then
came a neglect of other religious duties, and thus the way was opened for all the sins that
followed. Every Christian will be assailed by the allurements of the world, the clamors of the
carnal nature, and the direct temptations of Satan. No one is safe. No matter what our
experience has been, no matter how high our station, we need to watch and pray continually.
We must be daily controlled by the Spirit of God or we are controlled by Satan.

The Saviour’s instructions to His disciples were given for the benefit of His followers in every
age. He had those in view who were living near the close of time, when He said: “Take heed to
yourselves.” It is our work, each for himself, to cherish in the heart the precious graces of the
Holy Spirit. 5T 102.1-2

We have great victories to gain, and a heaven to lose if we do not gain them. The carnal heart
must be crucified; for its tendency is to moral corruption, and the end thereof is death. Nothing
but the life-giving influences of the gospel can help the soul. Pray that the mighty energies of
the Holy Spirit, with all their quickening, recuperative, and transforming power, may fall
like an electric shock on the palsy-stricken soul, causing every nerve to thrill with new life,
restoring the whole man from his dead, earthly, sensual state to spiritual soundness. You will
thus become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust; and in your souls will be reflected the image of Him by whose stripes you are
healed. 5T 267.2

Let sincerity and faith characterize your prayers. The Lord is willing to do for us “exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think.” Ephesians 3:20. Talk it; pray it. Do not talk
unbelief. We cannot afford to let Satan see that he has power to darken our countenances and
sadden our lives. 7T 273.4

Pray in faith. And be sure to bring your lives into harmony with your petitions, that you
may receive the blessings for which you pray. Let not your faith weaken, for the blessings
received are proportionate to the faith exercised. “According to your faith be it unto you.” “All
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” Matthew 9:29; 21:22.
Pray, believe, rejoice. Sing praises to God because He has answered your prayers. Take Him at
His word. “He is faithful that promised.” Hebrews 10:23. Not one sincere supplication is lost.
The channel is open; the stream is flowing. It carries with it healing properties, pouring forth a
restoring current of life and health and salvation. 7T 273.1,4 & 4.1

Only the mind and heart cleansed by the sanctification of the Spirit can discern heavenly
things.

Brethren, in the name of the Lord | call upon you to awake to your duty. Let your hearts be
yielded to the power of the Holy Spirit, and they will be made susceptible to the teaching of the
word. Then you will be able to discern the deep things of God.

May God bring His people under the deep movings of His Spirit! May He lead them to arouse,
to see their peril, and to prepare for what is coming upon the earth! 8T 301
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The experience of apostolic days will come to us when we wholeheartedly accept God’s
principle of benevolence—consent in all things to obey the leadings of His Holy Spirit. 7T 146.3

So through the creation we are to become acquainted with the Creator. The book of nature is a
great lesson book, which in connection with the Scriptures we are to use in teaching others of
His character, and guiding lost sheep back to the fold of God. As the works of God are studied,
the Holy Spirit flashes conviction into the mind. It is not the conviction that logical reasoning
produces; but unless the mind has become too dark to know God, the eye too dim to see Him,
the ear too dull to hear His voice, a deeper meaning is grasped, and the sublime, spiritual
truths of the written word are impressed on the heart. COL 24.1

A knowledge of the truth depends not so much upon strength of intellect as upon pureness of
purpose, the simplicity of an earnest, dependent faith. To those who in humility of heart seek
for divine guidance, angels of God draw near. The Holy Spirit is given to open to them the rich
treasures of the truth. COL 59.3

“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Romans 10:17. The Scriptures
are the great agency in the transformation of character. Christ prayed, “Sanctify them
through Thy truth; Thy word is truth.” John 17:17. If studied and obeyed, the word of God
works in the heart, subduing every unholy attribute. The Holy Spirit comes to convict of sin,
and the faith that springs up in the heart works by love to Christ, conforming us in body,
soul, and spirit to His own image. COL 100.1

Christ is the truth. His words are truth, and they have a deeper significance than appears on
the surface. All the sayings of Christ have a value beyond their unpretending appearance.
Minds that are quickened by the Holy Spirit will discern the value of these sayings. They will
discern the precious gems of truth, though these may be buried treasures. COL 110.1

God'’s holy, educating Spirit is in His word. A light, a new and precious light, shines forth
from every page. Truth is there revealed, and words and sentences are made bright and
appropriate for the occasion, as the voice of God speaking to the soul. COL 132.2

Through conflict the spiritual life is strengthened. Trials well borne will develop
steadfastness of character and precious spiritual graces. The perfect fruit of faith,
meekness, and love often matures best amid storm clouds and darkness.

“The husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until
he receive the early and latter rain.” James 5:7. So the Christian is to wait with patience for the
fruition in his life of the word of God. Often when we pray for the graces of the Spirit, God
works to answer our prayers by placing us in circumstances to develop these fruits; but
we do not understand His purpose, and wonder, and are dismayed. Yet none can develop
these graces except through the process of growth and fruit bearing. Our part is to receive
God’s word and to hold it fast, yielding ourselves fully to its control, and its purpose in us
will be accomplished.

“If a man love Me,” Christ said, “he will keep My words; and My Father will love him, and we
will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” John 14:23. The spell of a stronger, a

perfect mind will be over us; for we have a living connection with the source of all-enduring
strength. In our divine life we shall be brought into captivity to Jesus Christ. We shall no longer
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live the common life of selfishness, but Christ will live in us. His character will be reproduced in
our nature. Thus shall we bring forth the fruits of the Holy Spirit—“some thirty, and some
sixty, and some an hundred.” COL 61

The plant grows by receiving that which God has provided to sustain its life. It sends down its
roots into the earth. It drinks in the sunshine, the dew, and the rain. It receives the life-giving
properties from the air. So the Christian is to grow by co-operating with the divine
agencies. Feeling our helplessness, we are to improve all the opportunities granted us to gain
a fuller experience. As the plant takes root in the soil, so we are to take deep root in Christ. As
the plant receives the sunshine, the dew, and the rain, we are to open our hearts to the
Holy Spirit. The work is to be done “not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the
Lord of hosts.” Zechariah 4:6. If we keep our minds stayed upon Christ, He will come unto us
“as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.” Hosea 6:3. As the Sun of
Righteousness, He will arise upon us “with healing in His wings.” Malachi 4:2. We shall “grow
as the lily.” We shall “revive as the corn, and grow as the vine.” Hosea 14:5, 7. By constantly
relying upon Christ as our personal Saviour, we shall grow up into Him in all things who is our
head. COL 66.1

As you receive the Spirit of Christ—the Spirit of unselfish love and labor for others—you will
grow and bring forth fruit. The graces of the Spirit will ripen in your character. Your faith will
increase, your convictions deepen, your love be made perfect. More and more you will reflect
the likeness of Christ in all that is pure, noble, and lovely. COL 67.3

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance.” Galatians 5:22, 23. This fruit can never perish, but will produce after its kind a
harvest unto eternal life. COL 68.1

There are many who long to help others, but they feel that they have no spiritual strength or
light to impart. Let them present their petitions at the throne of grace. Plead for the Holy Spirit.
God stands back of every promise He has made. With your Bible in your hands say, | have
done as Thou hast said. | present Thy promise, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”

We must not only pray in Christ’s name, but by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. This explains
what is meant when it is said that the Spirit “maketh intercession for us, with groanings which
cannot be uttered.” Romans 8:26. Such prayer God delights to answer. When with earnestness
and intensity we breathe a prayer in the name of Christ, there is in that very intensity a pledge
from God that He is about to answer our prayer “exceeding abundantly above all that we ask
or think.” Ephesians 3:20.

Christ has said, “What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and
ye shall have them.” Mark 11:24. “Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will | do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son.” John 14:13. And the beloved John, under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, speaks with great plainness and assurance: “If we ask anything according to
His will, He heareth us: and if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we
have the petitions that we desired of Him.” 1 John 5:14, 15. Then press your petition to the
Father in the name of Jesus. God will honor that name. COL 147.2-4

The faithful householder represents what every teacher of the children and youth should be. If
he makes the word of God his treasure, he will continually bring forth new beauty and new
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truth. When the teacher will rely upon God in prayer, the Spirit of Christ will come upon him,
and God will work through him by the Holy Spirit upon the minds of others. The Spirit fills the
mind and heart with sweet hope and courage and Bible imagery, and all this will be
communicated to the youth under his instruction. COL 131.1

When the appeals of the Holy Spirit come to the heart, our only safety lies in responding
to them without delay. When the call comes, “Go work today in My vineyard,” do not refuse
the invitation. “Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” Hebrews 4:7. It is unsafe
to delay obedience. You may never hear the invitation again.

And let none flatter themselves that sins cherished for a time can easily be given up by and by.
This is not so. Every sin cherished weakens the character and strengthens habit; and physical,
mental, and moral depravity is the result. You may repent of the wrong you have done, and set
your feet in right paths; but the mold of your mind and your familiarity with evil will make it
difficult for you to distinguish between right and wrong. Through the wrong habits formed,
Satan will assail you again and again. COL 280.4-281.1

In the great and measureless gift of the Holy Spirit are contained all of heaven’s
resources. |t is not because of any restriction on the part of God that the riches of His grace
do not flow earthward to men. If all were willing to receive, all would become filled with His
Spirit....

The indwelling of the Spirit will be shown by the outflowing of heavenly love. The divine fullness
will flow through the consecrated human agent, to be given forth to others....

The religion of Christ means more than the forgiveness of sin; it means taking away our sins,
and filling the vacuum with the graces of the Holy Spirit. It means divine illumination, rejoicing
in God. It means a heart emptied of self, and blessed with the abiding presence of Christ.
When Christ reigns in the soul, there is purity, freedom from sin. The glory, the fullness, the
completeness of the gospel plan is fulfilled in the life. The acceptance of the Saviour brings a
glow of perfect peace, perfect love, perfect assurance. The beauty and fragrance of the
character of Christ revealed in the life testifies that God has indeed sent His Son into the world
to be its Saviour. COL 419.1, 4,6

As our physical life is sustained by food, so our spiritual life is sustained by the word of God.
And every soul is to receive life from God’s word for himself. As we must eat for ourselves
in order to receive nourishment, so we must receive the word for ourselves. We are not to
obtain it merely through the medium of another’s mind. We should carefully study the Bible,
asking God for the aid of the Holy Spirit, that we may understand His word. We should
take one verse, and concentrate the mind on the task of ascertaining the thought which God
has put in that verse for us. We should dwell upon the thought until it becomes our own, and
we know “what saith the Lord.” DA 390.4

Christ has promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His church, and the promise belongs to us as
much as to the first disciples. But like every other promise, it is given on conditions. There
are many who believe and profess to claim the Lord’s promise; they talk about Christ and
about the Holy Spirit, yet receive no benefit. They do not surrender the soul to be guided and
controlled by the divine agencies. We cannot use the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is to use us.
Through the Spirit God works in His people “to will and to do of His good pleasure.” Philippians
2:13. But many will not submit to this. They want to manage themselves. This is why they do
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not receive the heavenly gift. Only to those who wait humbly upon God, who watch for His
guidance and grace, is the Spirit given. The power of God awaits their demand and
reception. This promised blessing, claimed by faith, brings all other blessings in its train. It is
given according to the riches of the grace of Christ, and He is ready to supply every soul
according to the capacity to receive. DA 672.1

The only way in which we can gain a more perfect apprehension of truth is by keeping the
heart tender and subdued by the Spirit of Christ. The soul must be cleansed from vanity and
pride, and vacated of all that has held it in possession, and Christ must be enthroned within.
DA 4941

Christ became one flesh with us, in order that we might become one spirit with Him. It is by
virtue of this union that we are to come forth from the grave,—not merely as a manifestation of
the power of Christ, but because, through faith, His life has become ours. Those who see
Christ in His true character, and receive Him into the heart, have everlasting life. It is through
the Spirit that Christ dwells in us; and the Spirit of God, received into the heart by faith, is
the beginning of the life eternal. DA 388.1

The true Christian’s joys and consolation must and will be in heaven. The longing souls of
those who have tasted of the powers of the world to come and have feasted on heavenly joys,
will not be satisfied with things of earth. Such will find enough to do in their leisure moments.
Their souls will be drawn out after God. Where the treasure is, there will the heart be, holding
sweet communion with the God they love and worship. Their amusement will be in
contemplating their treasure —the Holy City, the earth made new, their eternal home. And while
they dwell upon those things which are lofty, pure, and holy, heaven will be brought near,
and they will feel the power of the Holy Spirit, and this will tend to wean them more and
more from the world and cause their consolation and chief joy to be in the things of heaven,
their sweet home. The power of attraction to God and heaven will then be so great that nothing
can draw their minds from the great object of securing the soul’s salvation and honoring and
glorifying God. EW 112.2

We should exert all the powers of the mind in the study of the Scriptures and should task
the understanding to comprehend, as far as mortals can, the deep things of God; yet we
must not forget that the docility and submission of a child is the true spirit of the learner.
Scriptural difficulties can never be mastered by the same methods that are employed in
grappling with philosophical problems. We should not engage in the study of the Bible with that
self-reliance with which so many enter the domains of science, but with a prayerful
dependence upon God and a sincere desire to learn His will. We must come with a humble and
teachable spirit to obtain knowledge from the great | AM. Otherwise, evil angels will so blind
our minds and harden our hearts that we shall not be impressed by the truth....

The Bible should never be studied without prayer. The Holy Spirit alone can cause us to feel
the importance of those things easy to be understood, or prevent us from wresting truths
difficult of comprehension. It is the office of heavenly angels to prepare the heart so to
comprehend God’s word that we shall be charmed with its beauty, admonished by its
warnings, or animated and strengthened by its promises. We should make the psalmist’s
petition our own: “Open Thou mine eyes, that | may behold wondrous things out of Thy law.”
Psalm 119:18. Temptations often appear irresistible because, through neglect of prayer and the
study of the Bible, the tempted one cannot readily remember God’s promises and meet Satan
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with the Scripture weapons. But angels are round about those who are willing to be taught in
divine things; and in the time of great necessity they will bring to their remembrance the very
truths which are needed. Thus “when the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the
Lord shall lift up a standard against him.” Isaiah 59:19.

Jesus promised His disciples: “The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever | have said unto you.” John 14:26. But the teachings of Christ must previously
have been stored in the mind in order for the Spirit of God to bring them to our
remembrance in the time of peril. “Thy word have | hid in mine heart,” said David, “that |
might not sin against Thee.” Psalm 119:11. GC 599-600.1

God has given in His word sufficient evidence of its divine character. The great truths which
concern our redemption are clearly presented. By the aid of the Holy Spirit, which is
promised to all who seek it in sincerity, every man may understand these truths for
himself. God has granted to men a strong foundation upon which to rest their faith. GC 526.2

Yet the finite minds of men are inadequate fully to comprehend the plans and purposes of the
Infinite One. We can never by searching find out God. We must not attempt to lift with
presumptuous hand the curtain behind which He veils His majesty. The apostle exclaims: “How
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!” Romans 11:33. We can so far
comprehend His dealings with us, and the motives by which He is actuated, that we may
discern boundless love and mercy united to infinite power. Our Father in heaven orders
everything in wisdom and righteousness, and we are not to be dissatisfied and
distrustful, but to bow in reverent submission. He will reveal to us as much of His purposes
as it is for our good to know, and beyond that we must trust the Hand that is omnipotent, the
Heart that is full of love.

Distrust of God is the natural outgrowth of the unrenewed heart, which is at enmity with Him.
But faith is inspired by the Holy Spirit, and it will flourish only as it is cherished. No man
can become strong in faith without a determined effort. Unbelief strengthens as it is
encouraged; and if men, instead of dwelling upon the evidences which God has given to
sustain their faith, permit themselves to question and cavil, they will find their doubts
constantly becoming more confirmed. GC 527.1,3

If the children of God, especially those who stand in positions of responsibility, can be led to
take to themselves the glory that is due to God, Satan exults. He has gained a victory. It was
thus that he fell. Thus he is most successful in tempting others to ruin. It is to place us on our
guard against his devices that God has given in His word so many lessons teaching the danger
of self-exaltation. There is not an impulse of our nature, not a faculty of the mind or an
inclination of the heart, but needs to be, moment by moment, under the control of the
Spirit of God. There is not a blessing which God bestows upon man, nor a trial which He
permits to befall him, but Satan both can and will seize upon it to tempt, to harass and destroy
the soul, if we give him the least advantage. Therefore however great one’s spiritual light,
however much he may enjoy of the divine favor and blessing, he should ever walk humbly
before the Lord, pleading in faith that God will direct every thought and control every impulse.
PP 4211
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Blessed is he who heeds the words of eternal life. Guided by “the Spirit of truth,” he will
be led into all truth. He will not be loved, honored, and praised by the world; but he will
be precious in the sight of heaven. “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not,
because it knew Him not.” 5T 439.1

The Work of the Holy Spirit

The Christian’s life is not a modification or improvement of the old, but a transformation of
nature. There is a death to self and sin, and a new life altogether. This change can be brought
about only by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit....

The wind is heard among the branches of the trees, rustling the leaves and flowers; yet it is
invisible, and no man knows whence it comes or whither it goes. So with the work of the Holy
Spirit upon the heart. It can no more be explained than can the movements of the wind. A
person may not be able to tell the exact time or place, or to trace all the circumstances in the
process of conversion; but this does not prove him to be unconverted. By an agency as
unseen as the wind, Christ is constantly working upon the heart. Little by little, perhaps
unconsciously to the receiver, impressions are made that tend to draw the soul to Christ. These
may be received through meditating upon Him, through reading the Scriptures, or through
hearing the word from the living preacher. Suddenly, as the Spirit comes with more direct
appeal, the soul gladly surrenders itself to Jesus. By many this is called sudden conversion;
but it is the result of long wooing by the Spirit of God,—a patient, protracted process....

While the wind is itself invisible, it produces effects that are seen and felt. So the work of the
Spirit upon the soul will reveal itself in every act of him who has felt its saving power. When the
Spirit of God takes possession of the heart, it transforms the life. Sinful thoughts are put
away, evil deeds are renounced; love, humility, and peace take the place of anger, envy, and
strife. Joy takes the place of sadness, and the countenance reflects the light of heaven. No one
sees the hand that lifts the burden, or beholds the light descend from the courts above. The
blessing comes when by faith the soul surrenders itself to God. Then that power which no
human eye can see creates a new being in the image of God....

It is impossible for finite minds to comprehend the work of redemption. Its mystery exceeds
human knowledge; yet he who passes from death to life realizes that it is a divine reality. The
beginning of redemption we may know here through a personal experience. Its results reach
through the eternal ages. DA 172.1, 3,173.1,2

Thus in their business life Christ’s followers are to be light bearers to the world. God does not
ask them to make an effort to shine. He approves of no self-satisfied attempt to display
superior goodness. He desires that their souls shall be imbued with the principles of heaven,
and then, as they come in contact with the world, they will reveal the light that is in them. Their
honesty, uprightness, and steadfast fidelity in every act of life will be a means of illumination.

The kingdom of God comes not with outward show. It comes through the gentleness of the
inspiration of His word, through the inward working of His Spirit, the fellowship of the
soul with Him who is its life. The greatest manifestation of its power is seen in human nature
brought to the perfection of the character of Christ.

While it is our duty to seek for perfection in outward things, it should ever be kept in mind that
this aim is not to be made supreme. It must be held subordinate to higher interests. Above the
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seen and transitory, God values the unseen and eternal. The former is of worth only as it
expresses the latter. The choicest productions of art possess no beauty that can compare with
the beauty of character which is the fruit of the Holy Spirit’'s working in the soul. 7T 143.1,2 4

Chapter 3: The Power Promised

God does not ask us to do in our own strength the work before us. He has provided divine
assistance for all the emergencies to which our human resources are unequal. He gives the
Holy Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and assurance, to illuminate our
minds and purify our hearts.

Just before His crucifixion the Saviour said to His disciples: “I will not leave you comfortless.” “I
will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you
forever.” “When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not
speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will show you
things to come.” “He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever | have said unto you.” John 14:18, 16; 16:13; John 14:26.

Christ has made provision that His church shall be a transformed body, illumined with the light
of heaven, possessing the glory of Immanuel. It is His purpose that every Christian shall be
surrounded with a spiritual atmosphere of light and peace. There is no limit to the usefulness
of the one who, putting self aside, makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit upon his
heart and lives a life wholly consecrated to God....

“With great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great
grace was upon them.” Acts 4:33. Under their labors there were added to the church chosen
men, who, receiving the word of life, consecrated their lives to the work of giving to others the
hope that had filled their hearts with peace and joy. Hundreds proclaimed the message: “The
kingdom of God is at hand.” They could not be restrained or intimidated by threatenings. The
Lord spoke through them; and, wherever they went, the sick were healed, and the poor had the
gospel preached unto them.

So mightily can God work when men give themselves up to the control of His Spirit.

To us today, as verily as to the first disciples, the promise of the Spirit belongs. God will

today endow men and women with power from above, as He endowed those who on the Day
of Pentecost heard the word of salvation. At this very hour His Spirit and His grace are for

all who need them and will take Him at His word....

The disciples did not ask for a blessing for themselves. They were weighted with the burden of
souls. The gospel was to be carried to the ends of the earth, and they claimed the endowment
of power that Christ had promised. Then it was that the Holy Spirit was poured out, and
thousands were converted in a day.

So it may be now. Let Christians put away all dissension and give themselves to God for the
saving of the lost. Let them ask in faith for the promised blessing, and it will come. The
outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was “the former rain,” and glorious was the
result. But the latter rain will be more abundant....

Christ declared that the divine influence of the Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end.
But the promise is not appreciated as it should be; and therefore its fulfillment is not seen
as it might be. The promise of the Spirit is a matter little thought of; and the result is only what
might be expected —spiritual drought, spiritual darkness, spiritual declension and death....
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It is the absence of the Spirit that makes the gospel ministry so powerless. Learning, talent,
eloquence, every natural or acquired endowment, may be possessed; but, without the
presence of the Spirit of God, no heart will be touched, no sinner won to Christ. On the other
hand, if they are connected with Christ, if the gifts of the Spirit are theirs, the poorest and
most ignorant of His disciples will have a power that will tell upon hearts. God makes
them channels for the outflowing of the highest influence in the universe.

Why do we not hunger and thirst for the gift of the Spirit, since this is the means by which we
are to receive power? Why do we not talk of it, pray for it, preach concerning it? The Lord is
more willing to give the Holy Spirit to us than parents are to give good gifts to their children.
For the baptism of the Spirit every worker should be pleading with God....

The presence of the Spirit with God’s workers will give the presentation of the truth a power
that not all the honor or glory of the world could give. The Spirit furnishes the strength that
sustains striving, wrestling souls in every emergency, amidst the unfriendliness of
relatives, the hatred of the world, and the realization of their own imperfections and
mistakes....

My brethren and sisters, plead for the Holy Spirit. God stands back of every promise He has
made. With your Bibles in your hands, say: “l have done as Thou hast said, | present Thy
promise, ‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you.”” Christ declares: “What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye
receive them, and ye shall have them.” “Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will | do, that
the Father may be glorified in the Son.” Matthew 7:7; Mark 11:24; 14:13. 8T 19-23

What is needed now is the free working of the Holy Spirit on mind and heart. Without this our
efforts will be fruitless. When the Spirit molds and fashions us, our words and acts will reveal
heartfelt thanksgiving. 8T 168.1

But man cannot transform himself by the exercise of his will. He possesses no power by which
this change can be effected. The leaven—something wholly from without—must be put into the
meal before the desired change can be wrought in it. So the grace of God must be received by
the sinner before he can be fitted for the kingdom of glory. All the culture and education which
the world can give will fail of making a degraded child of sin a child of heaven. The renewing
energy must come from God. The change can be made only by the Holy Spirit. All who
would be saved, high or low, rich or poor, must submit to the working of this power. COL
96.2

Through the Holy Spirit, God’s word is a light as it becomes a transforming power in the
life of the receiver. By implanting in their hearts the principles of His word, the Holy Spirit
develops in men the attributes of God. The light of His glory—His character—is to shine
forth in His followers. Thus they are to glorify God, to lighten the path to the Bridegroom’s
home, to the city of God, to the marriage supper of the Lamb. COL 414.2

It is the Holy Spirit that reveals to men the preciousness of the goodly pearl. The time of
the Holy Spirit’s power is the time when in a special sense the heavenly gift is sought and
found. In Christ’s day many heard the gospel, but their minds were darkened by false teaching,
and they did not recognize in the humble Teacher of Galilee the Sent of God. But after Christ’s
ascension His enthronement in His mediatorial kingdom was signalized by the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit. On the day of Pentecost the Spirit was given. Christ’s witnesses proclaimed the
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power of the risen Saviour. The light of heaven penetrated the darkened minds of those who
had been deceived by the enemies of Christ. They now saw Him exalted to be “a Prince and a
Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” Acts 5:31. They saw Him
encircled with the glory of heaven, with infinite treasures in His hands to bestow upon all who
would turn from their rebellion. As the apostles set forth the glory of the Only-Begotten of the
Father, three thousand souls were convicted. They were made to see themselves as they were,
sinful and polluted, and Christ as their friend and Redeemer. Christ was lifted up, Christ was
glorified, through the power of the Holy Spirit resting upon men. By faith these believers saw
Him as the One who had borne humiliation, suffering, and death that they might not perish but
have everlasting life. The revelation of Christ by the Spirit brought to them a realizing sense of
His power and majesty, and they stretched forth their hands to Him by faith, saying, “I believe.”
COL 118.3

Without the Spirit of God a knowledge of His word is of no avail. The theory of truth,
unaccompanied by the Holy Spirit, cannot quicken the soul or sanctify the heart. One may be
familiar with the commands and promises of the Bible; but unless the Spirit of God sets
the truth home, the character will not be transformed. Without the enlightenment of the
Spirit, men will not be able to distinguish truth from error, and they will fall under the masterful
temptations of Satan. COL 408.3

The prophet Isaiah had declared that the Lord would cleanse His people from their iniquities
“by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning.” The word of the Lord to Israel was, “I
will turn My hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin.” Isaiah
4:4; 1:25. To sin, wherever found, “our God is a consuming fire.” Hebrews 12:29. In all who
submit to His power the Spirit of God will consume sin. DA 107.4

They are to contend with supernatural forces, but they are assured of supernatural help. All the
intelligences of heaven are in this army. And more than angels are in the ranks. The Holy Spirit,
the representative of the Captain of the Lord’s host, comes down to direct the battle. Our
infirmities may be many, our sins and mistakes grievous; but the grace of God is for all who
seek it with contrition. The power of Omnipotence is enlisted in behalf of those who trust in
God. DA 352.2

The Holy Spirit is Christ’s representative, but divested of the personality of humanity, and
independent thereof. Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally.
Therefore it was for their interest that He should go to the Father, and send the Spirit to be His
successor on earth. No one could then have any advantage because of his location or his
personal contact with Christ. By the Spirit the Saviour would be accessible to all. In this sense
He would be nearer to them than if He had not ascended on high....

At all times and in all places, in all sorrows and in all afflictions, when the outlook seems dark
and the future perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone, the Comforter will be sent in
answer to the prayer of faith. Circumstances may separate us from every earthly friend; but
no circumstance, no distance, can separate us from the heavenly Comforter. Wherever
we are, wherever we may go, He is always at our right hand to support, sustain, uphold, and
cheer.

The disciples still failed to understand Christ’s words in their spiritual sense, and again He
explained His meaning. By the Spirit, He said, He would manifest Himself to them. “The
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Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you
all things.” No more will you say, | cannot comprehend. No longer will you see through a glass,
darkly. You shall “be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and
depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge.” Ephesians 3:18,
19....

The Comforter is called “the Spirit of truth.” His work is to define and maintain the truth.
He first dwells in the heart as the Spirit of truth, and thus He becomes the Comforter. There is
comfort and peace in the truth, but no real peace or comfort can be found in falsehood. It is
through false theories and traditions that Satan gains his power over the mind. By directing
men to false standards, he misshapes the character. Through the Scriptures the Holy Spirit
speaks to the mind, and impresses truth upon the heart. Thus He exposes error, and expels it
from the soul. It is by the Spirit of truth, working through the word of God, that Christ
subdues His chosen people to Himself.

In describing to His disciples the office work of the Holy Spirit, Jesus sought to inspire
them with the joy and hope that inspired His own heart. He rejoiced because of the
abundant help He had provided for His church. The Holy Spirit was the highest of all gifts that
He could solicit from His Father for the exaltation of His people. The Spirit was to be given as
a regenerating agent, and without this the sacrifice of Christ would have been of no avail.
The power of evil had been strengthening for centuries, and the submission of men to this
satanic captivity was amazing. Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty
agency of the Third Person of the Godhead, who would come with no modified energy, but in
the fullness of divine power. It is the Spirit that makes effectual what has been wrought out
by the world’s Redeemer. It is by the Spirit that the heart is made pure. Through the Spirit
the believer becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as a divine
power to overcome all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress His own
character upon His church....

Christ has promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His church, and the promise belongs to us as
much as to the first disciples. But like every other promise, it is given on conditions. There
are many who believe and profess to claim the Lord’s promise; they talk about Christ and
about the Holy Spirit, yet receive no benefit. They do not surrender the soul to be guided and
controlled by the divine agencies. We cannot use the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is to use us.
Through the Spirit God works in His people “to will and to do of His good pleasure.” Philippians
2:13. But many will not submit to this. They want to manage themselves. This is why they do
not receive the heavenly gift. Only to those who wait humbly upon God, who watch for His
guidance and grace, is the Spirit given. The power of God awaits their demand and
reception. This promised blessing, claimed by faith, brings all other blessings in its train. It is
given according to the riches of the grace of Christ, and He is ready to supply every soul
according to the capacity to receive. DA 669.2-672.1

Only the spirit of adoption can reveal to us the deep things of God, which “eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man.” “God hath revealed them unto us by
His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:9, 10
DA 412.3

Revivals brought deep heart-searching and humility. They were characterized by solemn,

earnest appeals to the sinner, by yearning compassion for the purchase of the blood of Christ.
Men and women prayed and wrestled with God for the salvation of souls. The fruits of such
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revivals were seen in souls who shrank not at self-denial and sacrifice, but rejoiced that they
were counted worthy to suffer reproach and trial for the sake of Christ. Men beheld a
transformation in the lives of those who had professed the name of Jesus. The community was
benefited by their influence. They gathered with Christ, and sowed to the Spirit, to reap life
everlasting....

This is the result of the work of the Spirit of God. There is no evidence of genuine repentance
unless it works reformation. If he restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed, confess his
sins, and love God and his fellow men, the sinner may be sure that he has found peace with
God. Such were the effects that in former years followed seasons of religious awakening.
Judged by their fruits, they were known to be blessed of God in the salvation of men and the
uplifting of humanity. GC 462.1,3

God takes men as they are, and educates them for His service, if they will yield themselves to
Him. The Spirit of God, received into the soul, quickens all its faculties. Under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, the mind that is devoted unreservedly to God, develops
harmoniously, and is strengthened to comprehend and fulfil the requirements of God. The
weak, vacillating character becomes changed to one of strength and steadfastness. Continual
devotion establishes so close a relation between Jesus and His disciples that the Christian
becomes like his Master in character. He has clearer, broader views. His discernment is more
penetrative, his judgment better balanced. So quickened is he by the life-giving power of the
Sun of Righteousness, that he is enabled to bear much fruit to the glory of God.

Christ promised that the Holy Spirit should abide with those who wrestle for victory over
sin, to demonstrate the power of divine might by endowing the human agent with supernatural
strength and instructing the ignorant in the mysteries of the kingdom of God. Of what avail
would it be to us that the only begotten Son of God humbled Himself, endured the
temptations of the wily foe, and died, the just for the unjust, if the Spirit had not been
given as a constant, working, regenerating agent, to make effectual in each individual
case what has been wrought out by the world’s Redeemer?

The Holy Spirit enabled the disciples to exalt the Lord alone, and guided the pens of the sacred
historians, that the record of the words and works of Christ might be given to the world. Today
this Spirit is constantly at work, seeking to draw the attention of men to the great sacrifice
made upon the cross of Calvary, to unfold to the world the love of God to man, and to open to
the convicted soul the promises of the Scriptures.

It is the Spirit that causes to shine into darkened minds the bright beams of the Sun of
Righteousness; that makes men’s hearts burn within them with an awakened realization of
the truths of eternity; that presents before the mind the great standard of righteousness,
and convinces of sin; that inspires faith in Him who alone can save from sin; that works
to transform character by withdrawing the affections of men from those things which are
temporal and perishable, and fixing them upon the eternal inheritance. The Spirit
recreates, refines, and sanctifies human beings, fitting them to become members of the
royal family, children of the heavenly King.

When one is fully emptied of self, when every false god is cast out of the soul, the
vacuum is filled by the inflowing of the Spirit of Christ. Such a one has the faith that purifies
the soul from defilement. He is conformed to the Spirit, and he minds the things of the Spirit.
He has no confidence in self. Christ is all and in all. He receives with meekness the truth that is
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constantly being unfolded, and gives the Lord all the glory, saying, “God hath revealed them
unto us by His Spirit.” “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is
of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:10,
12.

The Spirit that reveals, also works in him the fruits of righteousness. Christ is in him, “a
well of water springing up into everlasting life.” John 4:14. He is a branch of the True Vine, and
bears rich clusters of fruit to the glory of God. What is the character of the fruit borne?—The
fruit of the Spirit is “love,” not hatred; “joy,” not discontent and mourning; “peace,” not
irritation, anxiety, and manufactured trials. It is “long-suffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance.” Galatians 5:22, 23.

Those who have this Spirit are earnest workers together with God; the heavenly intelligences
co-operate with them, and they go weighted with the spirit of the message that they bear. They
speak words of solid sense, and from the treasury of the heart bring forth pure, sacred things,
after the example of Christ. GW 285.3-288.1

God has provided divine assistance for all the emergencies to which our human resources are
unequal. He gives the Holy Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and
assurance, to illuminate our minds and purify our hearts. He provides opportunities and
opens channels of working. If His people are watching the indications of His providence, and
are ready to co-operate with Him, they will see mighty results. PK 660.3

The Holy Spirit never leaves unassisted the soul who is looking unto Jesus. He takes of
the things of Christ and shows them unto him. If the eye is kept fixed on Christ, the work of the
Spirit ceases not until the soul is conformed to His image. The pure element of love will expand
the soul, giving it a capacity for higher attainments, for increased knowledge of heavenly
things, so that it will not rest short of the fullness. “Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness; for they shall be filled.” DA 302.1

The Results of the Holy Spirit’s Work

Of the Spirit Jesus said, “He shall glorify Me.” The Saviour came to glorify the Father by the
demonstration of His love; so the Spirit was to glorify Christ by revealing His grace to the
world. The very image of God is to be reproduced in humanity. The honor of God, the
honor of Christ, is involved in the perfection of the character of His people DA 671.3

Note: What is the standard of perfection that God has for us?

| saw that it is the privilege of every Christian to enjoy the deep movings of the Spirit of God. A
sweet, heavenly peace will pervade the mind, and you will love to meditate upon God and
heaven. You will feast upon the glorious promises of His word. 1T 159

God is the embodiment of benevolence, mercy, and love. Those who are truly connected with
Him cannot be at variance with one another. His Spirit ruling in the heart will create harmony,
love, and unity. 28.2

As the members of the church dig deeper and make their foundation sure, riveting their souls
to the eternal Rock, as they learn to love God supremely, they will learn to love their neighbor
as themselves.
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The power of the Lord is magnified when the human heart is tender, sensitive to another’s woe,
and pitiful for his suffering. Angels of God are ready to co-operate with human instrumentalities
in ministering to souls. When the Holy Spirit works upon our hearts and minds, we shall not
shun duty and responsibility, and pass by on the other side, leaving the wounded, helpless soul
to its misery. 6T 303.1-2

We are to be consecrated channels, through which the heavenly life is to flow to others. The
Holy Spirit is to animate and pervade the whole church, purifying and cementing hearts. Those
who have been buried with Christ in baptism are to rise to newness of life, giving a living
representation of the life of Christ. Upon us is laid a sacred charge. The commission has been
given us: “Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever |
have commanded you: and, lo, | am with you always even unto the end of the world.” Matthew
28:19, 20, margin. You are dedicated to the work of making known the gospel of salvation.
Heaven'’s perfection is to be your power. 9T 20.2

Then (after pentecost) the glad tidings of a risen Saviour were carried to the uttermost bounds
of the inhabited world. The church beheld converts flocking to her from all directions. Believers
were reconverted. Sinners united with Christians in seeking the pearl of great price. The
prophecy was fulfilled, The weak shall be “as David,” and the house of David “as the angel of
the Lord.” Zechariah 12:8. Every Christian saw in his brother the divine similitude of
benevolence and love. One interest prevailed. One object swallowed up all others. All hearts
beat in harmony. The only ambition of the believers was to reveal the likeness of Christ’s
character, and to labor for the enlargement of His kingdom. “The multitude of them that
believed were of one heart and of one soul.... With great power gave the apostles witness of
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus; and great grace was upon them all.” Acts 4:32, 33. “And the
Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” Acts 2:47. The Spirit of Christ
animated the whole congregation; for they had found the pearl of great price. COL 120.1

Again and again the heavenly Messenger has been sent to the school. When His presence has
been acknowledged, the darkness has fled away, the light has shone forth, and hearts have
been drawn to God. The last words spoken by Christ to John were: “The Spirit and the bride
say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” Revelation 22:17. When we respond to God
and say, “Lord, we come,” then with joy shall we draw water out of the wells of salvation. CT
370.3

The omnipotent power of the Holy Spirit is the defense of every contrite soul. Not one that
in penitence and faith has claimed His protection will Christ permit to pass under the enemy’s
power. The Saviour is by the side of His tempted and tried ones. With Him there can be no
such thing as failure, loss, impossibility, or defeat; we can do all things through Him who
strengthens us. When temptations and trials come, do not wait to adjust all the difficulties,
but look to Jesus, your helper. DA 490.5

Throughout the history of God’s people great mountains of difficulty, apparently
insurmountable, have loomed up before those who were trying to carry out the purposes of
Heaven. Such obstacles are permitted by the Lord as a test of faith. When we are hedged
about on every side, this is the time above all others to trust in God and in the power of
His Spirit. The exercise of a living faith means an increase of spiritual strength and the
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development of an unfaltering trust. It is thus that the soul becomes a conquering power.
Before the demand of faith, the obstacles placed by Satan across the pathway of the
Christian will disappear; for the powers of heaven will come to his aid. “Nothing shall be
impossible unto you.” Matthew 17:20.

The way of the world is to begin with pomp and boasting. God’s way is to make the day of
small things the beginning of the glorious triumph of truth and righteousness. Sometimes He
trains His workers by bringing to them disappointment and apparent failure. It is His purpose
that they shall learn to master difficulties. PK 594.3-595.1

Love is a precious gift, which we receive from Jesus. Pure and holy affection is not a feeling,
but a principle. Those who are actuated by true love are neither unreasonable nor blind. Taught
by the Holy Spirit, they love God supremely, and their neighbor as themselves. MH 358.4

We need constantly a fresh revelation of Christ, a daily experience that harmonizes with His
teachings. High and holy attainments are within our reach. Continual progress in knowledge
and virtue is God’s purpose for us. His law is the echo of His own voice, giving to all the
invitation, “Come up higher. Be holy, holier still.” Every day we may advance in perfection of
Christian character.

Those who are engaged in service for the Master need an experience much higher, deeper,
broader, than many have yet thought of having. Many who are already members of God’s great
family know little of what it means to behold His glory and to be changed from glory to glory.
Many have a twilight perception of Christ’s excellence, and their hearts thrill with joy. They long
for a fuller, deeper sense of the Saviour’s love. Let these cherish every desire of the soul after
God. The Holy Spirit works with those who will be worked, molds those who will be
molded, fashions those who will be fashioned. Give yourselves the culture of spiritual
thoughts and holy communings. You have seen but the first rays of the early dawn of His glory.
As you follow on to know the Lord, you will know that “the path of the righteous is as the light
of dawn, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” Proverbs 4:18, R.V., margin.

“These things have | spoken unto you,” said Christ, “that My joy might remain in you, and that
your joy might be full.” John 15:11.

Ever before Him, Christ saw the result of His mission. His earthly life, so full of toil and self-
sacrifice, was cheered by the thought that He would not have all this travail for nought. By
giving His life for the life of men, He would restore in humanity the image of God. He would lift
us up from the dust, reshape the character after the pattern of His own character, and make it
beautiful with His own glory.

Christ saw of the travail of His soul and was satisfied. He viewed the expanse of eternity and
saw the happiness of those who through His humiliation should receive pardon and everlasting
life. He was wounded for their transgressions, bruised for their iniquities. The chastisement of
their peace was upon Him, and with His stripes they were healed. He heard the shout of the
redeemed. He heard the ransomed ones singing the song of Moses and the Lamb. Although
the baptism of blood must first be received, although the sins of the world were to weigh upon
His innocent soul, although the shadow of an unspeakable woe was upon Him; yet for the joy
that was set before Him He chose to endure the cross and despised the shame.
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This joy all His followers are to share. However great and glorious hereafter, our reward is
not all to be reserved for the time of final deliverance. Even here we are by faith to enter into
the Saviour’s joy. Like Moses, we are to endure as seeing the Invisible. MH 503.1-504.4

What We Lose

The class represented by the foolish virgins are not hypocrites. They have a regard for the truth,
they have advocated the truth, they are attracted to those who believe the truth; but they have
not yielded themselves to the Holy Spirit’s working. They have not fallen upon the Rock,
Christ Jesus, and permitted their old nature to be broken up. This class are represented
also by the stony-ground hearers. They receive the word with readiness, but they fail of
assimilating its principles. Its influence is not abiding. The Spirit works upon man’s heart,
according to his desire and consent implanting in him a new nature; but the class represented
by the foolish virgins have been content with a superficial work. COL 411.1

Beware of procrastination. Do not put off the work of forsaking your sins and seeking purity of
heart through Jesus. Here is where thousands upon thousands have erred to their eternal loss.
| will not here dwell upon the shortness and uncertainty of life; but there is a terrible danger—
a danger not sufficiently understood—in delaying to yield to the pleading voice of God’s
Holy Spirit, in choosing to live in sin; for such this delay really is. Sin, however small it may
be esteemed, can be indulged in only at the peril of infinite loss. What we do not overcome, will
overcome us and work out our destruction. SC 32.2

The Spirit of God is ever seeking to break the spell of infatuation that holds men absorbed in
worldly things, and to awaken a desire for the imperishable treasure. It is by resisting the Spirit
that men become inattentive to or neglectful of God’s word. They are themselves responsible
for the hardness of heart that prevents the good seed from taking root, and for the evil growths
that check its development. COL 56.1

Every act of transgression, every neglect or rejection of the grace of Christ, is reacting upon
yourself; it is hardening the heart, depraving the will, benumbing the understanding, and not
only making you less inclined to yield, but less capable of yielding, to the tender pleading of
God’s Holy Spirit. SC 33.2

By once neglecting to comply with the call of God’s Spirit and His word, when obedience
involves a cross, many have lost much—how much they will never know till the books are
opened at the final day. The pleadings of the Spirit, neglected today because pleasure or

inclination leads in an opposite direction, may be powerless to convince, or even impress,
tomorrow. 5T 69.1

Christ told them plainly that in attributing the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan, they were cutting
themselves off from the fountain of blessing. Those who had spoken against Jesus Himself, not
discerning His divine character, might receive forgiveness; for through the Holy Spirit they
might be brought to see their error and repent. Whatever the sin, if the soul repents and
believes, the guilt is washed away in the blood of Christ; but he who rejects the work of the
Holy Spirit is placing himself where repentance and faith cannot come to him. It is by the Spirit
that God works upon the heart; when men willfully reject the Spirit, and declare It to be
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from Satan, they cut off the channel by which God can communicate with them. When
the Spirit is finally rejected, there is no more that God can do for the soul. DA 321.3

It is not God that blinds the eyes of men or hardens their hearts. He sends them light to correct
their errors, and to lead them in safe paths; it is by the rejection of this light that the eyes are
blinded and the heart hardened. Often the process is gradual, and almost imperceptible. Light
comes to the soul through God’s word, through His servants, or by the direct agency of His
Spirit; but when one ray of light is disregarded, there is a partial benumbing of the spiritual
perceptions, and the second revealing of light is less clearly discerned. So the darkness
increases, until it is night in the soul. Thus it had been with these Jewish leaders. They were
convinced that a divine power attended Christ, but in order to resist the truth, they attributed
the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan. In doing this they deliberately chose deception; they
yielded themselves to Satan, and henceforth they were controlled by his power. DA 322.2

It is through the agency of the Holy Spirit that God communicates with man; and those who
deliberately reject this agency as satanic, have cut off the channel of communication
between the soul and Heaven.

God works by the manifestation of His Spirit to reprove and convict the sinner; and if the
Spirit’s work is finally rejected, there is no more that God can do for the soul. The last
resource of divine mercy has been employed. The transgressor has cut himself off from God,
and sin has no remedy to cure itself. There is no reserved power by which God can work to
convict and convert the sinner. “Let him alone” (Hosea 4:17) is the divine command. Then
“there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and
fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.” Hebrews 10:26, 27. PP 404.4-405.1

But if men cling to sin, they become identified with it. Then the glory of God, which destroys
sin, must destroy them.... But wherever men came before God while willfully cherishing evil,
they were destroyed. At the second advent of Christ the wicked shall be consumed “with the
Spirit of His mouth,” and destroyed “with the brightness of His coming.” 2 Thessalonians 2:8.
The light of the glory of God, which imparts life to the righteous, will slay the wicked. DA 107.4

~~a~

My brother, my sister, do not delay, do not cling to sin. Become tender to the Holy Spirit, that
you may overcome, that you may reflect the character of Christ, and in the end, see God face to
face.

~

Additional studies on the Holy Spirit
1 John 5:7, That they also may be One in Us.

For More Studies and Books, Or To Contact Us
Visit our Website.
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