Few are taught the right aspect of forgiveness. As children, a sibling does something to hurt us
and we’re told to forgive them. So we say the words “I forgive you”, and go on our way. The hurt
that happened is still inside. This repeats throughout our lives, and we may say “I forgive you”,
but the hurt is left - as a growing mound of messiness. And, the larger it grows, the more it
impacts our life and ability to relate and interact with others.

Jesus outlines in Matthew 7 that if we do not forgive others we are shutting ourselves off from
God’s forgiveness. Forgiveness is a salvational issue. That means it is more than words that are
said to the person who has done us wrong.

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” It is most difficult, even for those who claim
to be followers of Jesus, to forgive as Christ forgives us. The true spirit of forgiveness is so little
practiced, and so many interpretations are placed upon Christ’s requirement, that its force and
beauty are lost sight of. RH November 16, 1886, par. 1

When we come to ask mercy and blessing from God we should have a spirit of love and
forgiveness in our own hearts. How can we pray, “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors,” and yet indulge an unforgiving spirit? Matthew 6:12. If we expect our own prayers to
be heard we must forgive others in the same manner and to the same extent as we hope to be
forgiven. SC97.1

Jesus teaches that we can receive forgiveness from God only as we forgive others. It is the love
of God that draws us unto Him, and that love cannot touch our hearts without creating love for
our brethren.

After completing the Lord's Prayer, Jesus added: “If ye forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you: but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses.” He who is unforgiving cuts off the very channel through which
alone he can receive mercy from God. We should not think that unless those who have injured
us confess the wrong we are justified in withholding from them our forgiveness. It is their
part, no doubt, to humble their hearts by repentance and confession; but we are to have a spirit
of compassion toward those who have trespassed against us, whether or not they confess their
faults. However sorely they may have wounded us, we are not to cherish our grievances and
sympathize with ourselves over our injuries; but as we hope to be pardoned for our offenses
against God we are to pardon all who have done evil to us. MB 113.2-3

How is this done? How would we like to have God pardon us? Should He make excuses of how
bad the wrong was? Should He be partial, forgiving us for part of the wrong, but holding the
other? Should He continue to harbor the wrong instead of casting it to the depth of the sea?



It is as we choose to release the other of the wrong done to us, to let go of it. Placing the person
that has wronged us into God’s hands. In essence, removing our hands from that persons neck
and allowing God to place his hands where ours were.

How many dishonor God by hardness of heart. We live from day to day, dependent upon the
mercy of God. We must seek continually for forgiveness, and yet how reluctant we are to forgive
others! Should Christ deal with us in as heartless a manner as we deal with one another, there
would be no hope for us. No provocation can be so grievous as to authorize us to harbor
feelings of dislike, of resentment, and retaliation. 13MR 75.2

Parents should teach their children to be patient under injuries. Teach them that wonderful
precept in the Lord’s prayer that we are to forgive others as we would be forgiven. He who
possesses the Spirit of Christ will never be weary of forgiving. 5LtMs, Ms 11, 1888, par. 79

If you lack these things you cannot be children of God. Jesus can give you strength to overcome
every fault. He can strengthen you in your purposes to do right. Keep from bad company. If you
are annoyed or threatened in the streets by quarrelsome boys, do not retaliate. It is truly noble
to forgive and pass over a wrong; but it is mean and cowardly to revenge an injury. Let me
entreat you to be above everything like engaging in a dispute, or speaking disrespectfully or
sneeringly of those who annoy you, and do not respect themselves enough to behave properly.
Such boys are to be pitied. They have but little happiness. AY 65.1

In the parable the lord summoned the unmerciful debtor, and “said unto him, O thou wicked
servant, | forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me; shouldest not thou also have
had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as | had pity on thee? And his lord was wroth, and
delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.” “So likewise,”
said Jesus, “shall My Heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every
one his brother their trespasses.” He who refuses to forgive is thereby casting away his own
hope of pardon. COL 247.1

Too often when wrongs are committed again and again, and the wrongdoer confesses his fault,
the injured one becomes weary, and thinks he has forgiven quite enough. But the Saviour has
plainly told us how to deal with the erring: “If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him;
and if he repent, forgive him.” Luke 17:3. Do not hold him off as unworthy of your confidence.
Consider “thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” Galatians 6:1. COL 249.1

But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”
Matthew 6:15. Nothing can justify an unforgiving spirit. He who is unmerciful toward others
shows that he himself is not a partaker of God's pardoning grace. In God's forgiveness the heart
of the erring one is drawn close to the great heart of Infinite Love. The tide of divine
compassion flows into the sinner's soul, and from him to the souls of others. The tenderness
and mercy that Christ has revealed in His own precious life will be seen in those who become




sharers of His grace. But “if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” Romans
8:9. He is alienated from God, fitted only for eternal separation from Him.

It is true that he may once have received forgiveness; but his unmerciful spirit shows that he

now rejects God's pardoning love. He has separated himself from God, and is in the same
condition as before he was forgiven. He has denied his repentance, and his sins are upon him as
if he had not repented.

But the great lesson of the parable lies in the contrast between God's compassion and man's
hardheartedness; in the fact that God's forgiving mercy is to be the measure of our own.
“Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as | had pity on
thee?”

We are not forgiven because we forgive, but as we forgive. The ground of all forgiveness is

found in the unmerited love of God, but by our attitude toward others we show whether we
have made that love our own. Wherefore Christ says, “With what judgment ye judge, ye shall be
judged; and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.” Matthew 7:2. COL
251.1-4 (Read the entire chapter)

The love of Jesus needs to be brought to bear upon our lives. It will have a softening, subduing
influence upon our hearts and characters. It will prompt us to forgive our brethren, even though
they have done us injury. RH November 16, 1886, par. 10

Peter, when brought to the test, sinned greatly. In denying the Master he had loved and served,
he became a cowardly apostate. But his Lord did not cast him off; he freely forgave him. After
the resurrection, the angel told the women who had brought spices to the tomb, to carry the
glad news of a risen Lord to the “disciples and Peter” And when afterward Christ thrice
repeated the question, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?” Peter cast himself upon the
tender mercy of the Master he had so wronged, and said, “Lord, thou knowest all things; thou
knowest that | love thee.” And when our Lord intrusted to him the care of the sheep and lambs
of the heavenly fold, Peter knew that he was taken back into divine confidence and affection. To
fulfill this charge, he would need to have that mind which was in Jesus Christ; and if he was
converted, he would copy the Pattern. Henceforth, remembering his own weakness and
failures, he would be patient with his brethren in their mistakes and errors; remembering the
patient love of Christ toward him, affording him another opportunity to bring forth the fruit of
good works, he would be more conciliatory toward erring ones. RH November 16, 1886, par. 2

The Duty of Forgiveness
RH November 16, 1886, EGW



“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” It is most difficult, even for those who claim to
be followers of Jesus, to forgive as Christ forgives us. The true spirit of forgiveness is so little
practiced, and so many interpretations are placed upon Christ’s requirement, that its force and
beauty are lost sight of. We have very uncertain views of the great mercy and loving-kindness of
God. He is full of compassion and forgiveness, and freely pardons when we truly repent and
confess our sins. But when the message of God’s pardoning love comes from a heart that has an
experimental knowledge thereof, to those who have not experienced it for themselves it is like
speaking in parables. We must bring into our characters the love and sympathy expressed in
Christ’s life.

Peter, when brought to the test, sinned greatly. In denying the Master he had loved and served,
he became a cowardly apostate. But his Lord did not cast him off; he freely forgave him. After
the resurrection, the angel told the women who had brought spices to the tomb, to carry the
glad news of a risen Lord to the “disciples and Peter” And when afterward Christ thrice
repeated the question, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?” Peter cast himself upon the
tender mercy of the Master he had so wronged, and said, “Lord, thou knowest all things; thou
knowest that | love thee.” And when our Lord intrusted to him the care of the sheep and lambs
of the heavenly fold, Peter knew that he was taken back into divine confidence and affection. To
fulfill this charge, he would need to have that mind which was in Jesus Christ; and if he was
converted, he would copy the Pattern. Henceforth, remembering his own weakness and
failures, he would be patient with his brethren in their mistakes and errors; remembering the
patient love of Christ toward him, affording him another opportunity to bring forth the fruit of
good works, he would be more conciliatory toward erring ones.

If we have received the gift of God, and have a knowledge of Jesus Christ, we have a work to do
for others. We must imitate the long-suffering of God toward us. The Lord requires of us the
same treatment toward his followers that we receive of him. We are to exercise patience, to be
kind, even though they do not meet our expectations in every particular. The Lord expects us to
be pitiful and loving, to have sympathetic hearts. The fruits of the grace of God will be shown in
our deportment to one another. We should keep always before us that, while claiming to be
commandment-keepers, we must not be found to be commandment-breakers. The last six
commandments specify man’s duty to man. Christ did not say, You may tolerate your neighbor,
but, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” This means a great deal more than professing
Christians carry out in their daily life. While they claim to be doers of God’s word, they fail to
make sure work by earnest practice.

When Christ was on earth, instead of removing from the commandments one jot or one tittle of
their force, he showed by precept and example how far-reaching their principles are, how much
broader they are than the scribes and Pharisees thought. As Jesus taught the people practical
godliness, the scribes and Pharisees were thinking that he was lowering the Old Testament
standard; but Christ read their thoughts and understood their feelings like an open book, and



reproved the self-righteous rulers in these words to the disciples: “For | say unto you, that
except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall
in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” “Think not that | am come to destroy the law or
the prophets: | am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily | say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till all be fulfilled. Whosoever
therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be
called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”

Christ continues to impress upon his disciples the necessity of practicing the principles of the
commandments. He tells them that the seventh commandment may be violated by the eyes
and thoughts; therefore, the principles of God’s law reach even to the intents and purposes of
the mind. The Saviour seeks to impress upon his followers that merely believing the
commandments is not enough; they must do them. He sets forth plain evidence that if we
faithfully keep the ten precepts we shall love our neighbor as ourselves. “Ye have heard that it
hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. But | say unto you, Love
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be the children of your Father which
is in heaven; for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the
just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even
the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do
not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is
perfect.”

“Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works which | do shall he do also; and
greater works than these shall he do; because | go unto my Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask
in my name, that will | do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask anything in
my name, | will do it. If ye love me, keep my commandments.” “If a man love me, he will keep
my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with
him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine,
but the Father’s which sent me.” “A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one
another; as | have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

All the lessons and works of Christ were to show the elevated character of the law of his Father.
If we have any just comprehension of the love wherewith he hath loved us, we will see that we
come far short of doing his words. We claim to have special light in regard to the binding claims
of God’s law upon the whole human family, and we profess to be walking in that light. Let us
critically examine ourselves, to see if we are living in obedience to the words of our Master in
which he plainly points out the duty of his followers to their enemies as well as to their
brethren.



Nothing short of unreserved consecration to God will place us in such a relation to him that we
will rightly perform every daily duty, and cultivate a piety so thorough and practical as to make
itself felt by all in the circle of our influence. We must guard ourselves against a love of self that
will lead us to neglect to render obedience to the important instructions Christ has given. These
lessons should be so impressed upon our minds that we will consider how our words and
actions appear to those who behold them. We should studiously cultivate Christian courtesy at
all times, which will keep us from neglecting that which is due to others. We must study the
example Christ has left us, as revealed in his character; and then, all unconsciously to ourselves,
we shall do the works he did. By reflecting upon those around us the rays of light we thus
receive, we may bring to a saving knowledge of him those who know him not. If all who claim to
believe the truth would practice the lessons of Jesus to love our neighbor as ourselves, there
would be a forward, upward movement all along the line. We are to love souls for whom the
Saviour died, with the pure unselfish love he manifested when he became our sacrifice.

Let heads of families look into their home life. Is this love exemplified in the family circle? Go
farther in your self-examination: in your association with your brethren in church capacity, do
you find unkindness, selfishness, or even dishonesty? Be sure that you examine and prove
yourselves as Paul has directed: “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith: prove your
own selves.” In the light of God’s word, search carefully whether you truly have the love of God
in the heart. “This is my commandment, That ye love one another as | have loved you.” “He that
saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.”

The love of Jesus needs to be brought to bear upon our lives. It will have a softening, subduing
influence upon our hearts and characters. It will prompt us to forgive our brethren, even though
they have done us injury. Divine love must flow from our hearts in gentle words and kindly
actions to one another. The fruit of these good works will hang as rich clusters upon the vine of
character. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance.”

“Long-suffering” is patience with offense; long endurance. If you are long-suffering, you will not
impart to others your supposed knowledge of your brother’s mistakes and errors. You will seek
to help and save him, because he has been purchased with the blood of Christ. “Tell him his
fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.”
“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual restore such a one in the spirit
of meekness, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” To be long-suffering is not to be
gloomy and sad, sour and hard-hearted; it is to be exactly the opposite.

There are church members who never feel sweet peace and rest in Jesus. They have made no
growth in grace, they manifest no increase in meekness and love. An impatient, fault-finding,
critical, envious, suspicious spirit classes them as yet among those under the influence of the
adversary of souls. If they would let the spirit of their Saviour come in, their cold, hard hearts



would be melted, and the merciful love of Jesus would be communicated to others instead of
this worrying, exacting spirit. Christ’s followers are in this world for the purpose of working
intelligently to pluck brands from the burning. A consistent religious life, holy conversation, a
godly example, true-hearted benevolence, mark the representative of Christ. Every duty he will
faithfully perform, thus becoming a beacon light.

Have you an unwavering trust in God? Lacking self-confidence, do you put your faith in him,
rejoicing that you are privileged to be his child, even to suffer for his dear sake? Rejoicing in
Christ as your Saviour, pitiful, compassionate, and touched with the feeling of your infirmities,
love and joy will be revealed in your daily life. If you love Him who died to redeem mankind, you
will love those for whom he died. A restful peace and happiness will fill your heart to
overflowing when you believe that Jesus carries you and all your burdens.

Brethren, we are nearing the Judgment. Talents have been lent us in trust. Let none of us be at
last condemned as slothful servants. Send forth the words of life to those yet in darkness. Let
the church be true to her trust. Her earnest, humble prayers will make the presentation of truth
effectual, and Christ will be glorified.



