
This is not an exhaustive comparison, it however is sufficient to show changes to 
Smith’s book after his death.

1897 compared to 1912

  The proclamation of the third message is the last special religious movement to be 
made before the Lord appears; for immediately following this, John beholds one 
like the Son of man coming upon a great white cloud to reap the harvest of the 
earth. This can represent nothing else than the second coming of Christ. If, 
therefore, the coming of Christ is at the door, the time has come for the 
proclamation of this message. There are many who claim the name Adventist, and 
who with voice and pen are earnestly teaching that we are in the last days of time, 
and that the coming of Christ is at the door; but when we remind them of this 
prophecy, they are suddenly at sea, without anchor, chart or compass. They know 
not what to do with it. They can see as well as we that if what they are teaching 
respecting the coming of Christ is true, and the Lord is at hand, somewhere—yes, 
all over the land—should be heard the warning notes of this third message. It is 
now due; and if it is not now going fourth, it follows that we are not in the last 
days, or that this prophecy is a failure; but this they cannot consistently admit. At 
the same time, they know that they are not giving it, and they do not claim to be 
giving it; and they can point to none who are giving it, except it be a certain class 
who profess that that is the very work they are doing. But to admit the claims of 
this class would be to condemn themselves. Their perplexity would be deserving 
of commiseration, were it not that those who will accept an enbarrassing dilema 
rather than acknoledge the truth, are not justly entitled to much sympathy. {1897 
UrS, DAR 621.1}

  The proclamation of the third message is the last special religious movement to be 
made before the Lord appears; for immediately following this, John beholds one 
like the Son of man coming upon a great white cloud to reap the harvest of the 
earth. This can represent nothing else than the second coming of Christ. If, 
therefore, the coming of Christ is at the door, the time has come for the 
proclamation of this message. There are many who claim the name Adventist, and 
who with voice and pen are earnestly teaching that we are in the last days of time, 
and that the coming of Christ is at the door; but when we remind them of this 
prophecy, they are suddenly at sea, without anchor, chart or compass. They know 



not what to do with it. They can see as well as we that if what they are teaching 
respecting the coming of Christ is true, and the Lord is at hand, somewhere  yes, all 
over the land  should be heard the warning notes of this third message. {1912 UrS, 
DAR 665.2}
__________________________________________________________________
_________

  Having taken the book, the Lamb proceeds at once to open the seals; and the 
attention of the apostle is called to the scenes that transpire under each seal. The 
number seven has already been noticed as denoting in the Scriptures completeness 
and perfection. Hence to say, as some do, that the seals denote a series of events 
reaching down perhaps to the time of Constantine, and the seven trumpets another 
series from that time farther on, cannot be correct. The trumpets denote a series of 
events which transpire contemporaneously with the events of the seals, but of an 
entirely different character. A trumpet is a symbol of war; hence the trumpets 
denote great political commotions to take place among the nations during the 
gospel age. The seals denote events of a religious character, and contain the history 
of the church from the opening of the Christian era to the coming of Christ. {1897 
UrS, DAR 402.1}

  Having taken the book, the Lamb proceeds at once to open the seals; and the 
attention of the apostle is called to the scenes that transpire under each seal. The 
number seven has already been noticed as denoting in the Scriptures completeness 
and perfection. The seven seals therefore embrace the whole of a certain class of 
events, reaching down perhaps to the time of Constantine, and the seven trumpets 
another series from that time farther on, cannot be correct. The trumpets denote a 
series of events which transpire contemporaneously with the events of the seals, 
but of an entirely different character. A trumpet is a symbol of war; hence the 
trumpets denote great political commotions to take place among the nations during 
the gospel age. The seals denote events of a religious character, and contain the 
history of the church from the opening of the Christian era to the coming of Christ. 
{1912 UrS, DAR 431.2}
__________________________________________________________________
________

   We now enter in upon an interpretation of this vision. And first of all we have to 



mention of Daniel’s solicitude, and efforts to understand these things. He sought 
for the meaning. Those who have given to prophetic studies their careful and 
earnest attention, are not the ones who are unconcerned in such matters. They only 
can tread with indifference over a mine of gold, who do not know that a bed of 
precious metal lies beneath their feet. Immediately there stood before the prophet 
as the appearance of a man. The texts does not say it was a man, as some would 
fain to have us think, who wish to prove that angles are dead men, and who 
resort to such texts as this for their evidence, It says, “The appearance of a 
man,” from which we are evidently to understand an angel in human form. 
And he heard a man’s voice; that is, the voice of an angel, as of a man speaking. 
The commandment given was to make this man, Daniel, understand the vision. It 
was addressed to Gabriel, a name that signifies "the strength of God, or the mighty 
one." He continues his instruction to Daniel in chapter 9. Under the new 
dispensation he was commissioned to announce the birth of John the Baptist to his 
father Zacharias (Luke 1:11); and that of the Messiah to the virgin Mary, verse 26. 
To Zacharias, he introduced himself with these words: "I am Gabriel, that stand in 
the presence of God." From this it appears that he was an angel of high order and 
superior dignity; but the one who here addressed him was evidently higher in rank, 
and had power to command and control his actions. This was probably no other 
than the archangel, Michael, or Christ, between whom and Gabriel alone, a 
knowledge of the matters communicated to Daniel existed. (See chapter 10:21.) 
{1897 UrS, DAR 178.3}

  We now enter upon an interpretation of the vision. And first of all we have 
mention of Daniel's solicitude, and his efforts to understand these things. He 
sought for the meaning. Those who have given to prophetic studies their careful 
and earnest attention, are not the ones who are unconcerned in such matters. They 
only can tread with indifference over a mine of gold, who do not know that a bed 
of precious metal lies beneath their feet. Immediately there stood before the 
prophet as the appearance of a man. And he heard a man's voice; that is, the voice 
of an angel, as of a man speaking. The commandment given was to make this man, 
Daniel, understand the vision. It was addressed to Gabriel, a name that signifies 
"the strength of God, or the mighty one." He continues his instruction to Daniel in 
chapter 9. Under the new dispensation he was commissioned to announce the birth 
of John the Baptist to his father Zacharias (Luke 1:11); and that of the Messiah to 
the virgin Mary, verse 26. To Zacharias, he introduced himself with these words: "I 



am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God." From this it appears that he was an 
angel of high order and superior dignity; but the one who here addressed him was 
evidently higher in rank, and had power to command and control his actions. This 
was probably no other than the archangel, Michael, or Christ, between whom and 
Gabriel alone, a knowledge of the matters communicated to Daniel existed. (See 
chapter 10:21.) {1912 UrS, DAR 200.3}
__________________________________________________________________
________

   It is not to be questioned that our Saviour attended every Passover that occurred 
during his public ministry; and we have mention of only four such occasions 
previous to his crucifixion. These are found in the following passages: John2:13; 
5:1; 6:4; 13:1. At the last-mentioned Passover he was crucified. From facts already 
established, let us then see where this would locate the cricifixtion.  As he began 
his ministry in the autumn of A.D.27, his first Passover would occur the following 
spring, A.D.28; his second, A.D.29; his third, A.D.30; and his fourth and last, 
A.D.31. This gives us three years and a half for his public ministry, and 
corresponds exactly to the prophecy that he should be cut off in the midst, or 
middle, of the seventieth week. As that week of years commenced in the autumn of 
A.D.27, the middle of the week would occur three and one half years later, in the 
spring of 31, where the crucifixion took place. Dr. Hales quotes Eusebius, 
A.D.300, as saying: “It is recorded in history that the whole time of our Saviour’s 
teaching and working miracles was three years and a half, which is the half of a 
week [of years]. This, John the evangelist will represent to those who critically 
attend to his Gospel.” {1897 UrS, DAR  203.2}

  It is not to be questioned that our Saviour attended every Passover that occurred 
during his public ministry; and we have mention of only four such occasions 
previous to his crucifixion. These are found in the following passages: John2:13; 
5:1; 6:4; 13:1. At the last-mentioned Passover he was crucified. From facts already 
established, let us then see where this would locate the crucifixion. As he began his 
ministry in the autumn of A.D.27, his first Passover would occur the following 
spring, A.D.28; his second, A.D.29; his third, A.D.30; and his fourth and last, 
A.D.31. This gives us three years and a half for his public ministry, and 
corresponds exactly to the prophecy that he should be cut off in the midst, or 
middle, of the seventieth week. As that week of years commenced in the autumn of 



A.D.27, the middle of the week would occur three and one half years later, in the 
spring of 31, where the crucifixion took place. Dr. Hales quotes Eusebius, 
A.D.300, as saying: "It is recorded in history that the whole time of our Saviour's 
teaching and working miracles was three years and a half, which is the half of a 
week [of years]. This, John the evangelist will represent to those who critically 
attend to his Gospel." {1912 UrS, DAR 227.3}
__________________________________________________________________
________

  Here, then, are thirteen credible authorities locating the crucifixion of Christ in 
the spring of A.D.31. We may therefore set this down as a fixed date, as the most 
cautious or the most skeptical could require nothing more conclusive. This being in 
the middle of the last week, we have simply to reckon backward three and a half 
years to find where sixty-nine of the weeks ended, and forward from that point 
three and a half years, to find the termination of the whole seventy. Thus going 
back from the crucifixtion, A. D. 31, spring, three and a half years, we find 
ourselves in the autumn of A.D.27, where, as we have seen, the sixty-nine weeks 
ended, and Christ commenced his public ministry. And going from the crucifixion 
forward three and a half years, we are brought to the autumn of A.D.34, as the 
grand terminating point of the whole period of the seventy weeks. This date is 
marked by the martyrdom of Stephen, the formal rejection of the gospel of Christ 
by the Jewish Sanhedrin in the persecution of his disciples, and the turning of the 
apostles to the Gentiles. Acts 9:1-18. And these are just the events which one 
would expect to take place when that specified period which was cut off for the 
Jews, and allotted to them as a peculiar people, should fully expire. {1897 UrS, 
DAR  204.3}

  Here, then, are thirteen credible authorities locating the crucifixion of Christ in 
the spring of A.D.31. We may therefore set this down as a fixed date, as the most 
cautious or the most skeptical could require nothing more conclusive. This being in 
the middle of the last week, we have simply to reckon backward three and a half 
years to find where sixty-nine of the weeks ended, and forward from that point 
three and a half years, we find ourselves in the autumn of A.D.27, where, as we 
have seen, the sixty-nine weeks ended, and Christ commenced his public ministry. 
And going from the crucifixion forward three and a half years, we are brought to 
the autumn of A.D.34, as the grand terminating point of the whole period of the 



seventy weeks. This date is marked by the martyrdom of Stephen, the formal 
rejection of the gospel of Christ by the Jewish Sanhedrin in the persecution of his 
disciples, and the turning of the apostles to the Gentiles. And these are just the 
events which one would expect to take place when that specified period which was 
cut off for the Jews, and allotted to them as a peculiar people, should fully expire. 
{1912 UrS, DAR 229.3}
__________________________________________________________________
________

   Who was Michael, who here came to Gabriel’s assistance? The term signifies, 
“He who is like God;” and the Scriptures clearly show that Christ is the one who 
bears this name. Jude (verse 9) declares that Michael is the archangel. Archangel 
signifies “head or chief angel;” and Gabriel, in our text, calls him one, or, as the 
margin reads, the first, of the chief princes. There can be but one archangel; and 
hence it is manifestly improper to use the word, as some do, in the plural. The 
Scriptures never so use it. Paul, in 1 Thess. 4:16, states that when the Lord appears 
the second time to raise the dead, the voice of the archangel is heard. Whose voice 
is heard when the dead are raised?—The voice of the Son of God. John 5:28. 
Putting these scriptures together, they prove, (1) that the dead are called from their 
graves by the voice of the Son of God; (2) that the voice which is then heard is the 
voice of the archangel, proving that the archangel is the Son of God; and (3) that 
the archangel is called Michael; from which it follows that Michael is the Son of 
God. In the last verse of Daniel 10, he is called your prince, and in the first chapter 
12, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people, expressions 
which can appropriately be applied to Christ, but to no other being. {1897 UrS, 
DAR  219.2}

   Who was Michael, who here came to Gabriel's assistance? The term signifies, 
"He who is like God;" and the Scriptures clearly show that Christ is the one who 
bears this name. Jude (verse 9) declares that Michael is the archangel. Archangel 
signifies "head or chief angel;" and Gabriel, in our text, calls him one, or, as the 
margin reads, the first, of the chief princes. There can be but one archangel; and 
hence it is manifestly improper to use the word, as some do, in the plural. The 
Scriptures never so use it. Paul, in 1Thess.4:16, states that when the Lord appears 
the second time to raise the dead, the voice of the archangel is heard. Whose voice 
is heard when the dead are raised? The voice of the Son of God. John 5:28. Putting 



these scriptures together, they prove, (1) that the dead are called from their graves 
by the voice of the Son of God; (2) that the voice which is then heard is the voice 
of the archangel, proving that the archangel is called Michael; from which it 
follows that Michael is the Son of God. In the last verse of Daniel 10, he is called 
"your prince," and in the first chapter 12, "the great prince which standeth for the 
children of thy people," expressions which can appropriately be applied to Christ, 
but to no other being. {1912 UrS, DAR 244.2}
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   It is predicted of the king of the north that "he shall come to his end, and none 
shall help him." Just how and when and where his end will come, we may watch 
with solemn interest, knowing that the hand of Providence guides the destiny of 
nations.  
   Time will soon determine this matter. When this even takes place, what 
follows?--events of the most momentous interest to all the inhabitants of this 
world, as the next chapter immediately shows.  
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This much desired change in Turkish governmental conditions, however, can not 
prevent the inevitable.  The Turk must depart from Europe.  Where will he then 
plant the tabernacles of his palace?  In Jerusalem?  That certainly is the most 
probable point.  Newton on the Prophecies, p. 318, says:  “Between the seas in the 
glorious holy mountain must denote, as we have shown, some part of the Holy 
Land.  There the Turk shall encamp with all his powers;  yet he ‘shall come to his 
end, and none shall help him,’—shall help him effectually, or deliver him.” 



Time will soon determine this matter.  And when this takes place, what 
follows?—events of the most momentous interest to all the inhabitants of this 
world, as the next chapter immediately 


