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Pg., 269.6-270.1

   The head of the Roman Church “is crowned with a triple crown as king of 
heaven and of earth and of the lower regions.”—Ferraris’ “Promote Bibliotheca,” 
article “Papa.” He claims to be the divinely appointed representative on earth of 
Jehovah, claiming the title, “the Vicar of God.” This was stated by Gratian in his 
decree as follows: 
   “Beatus Petrus in terris Vicaires Filii Dei videtur esse constitututus.”—
Decretum Gratian Prima Pars, distinction XCVI.
   Translated, this means that Peter, and the pope of Rome as his successor, is the 
“Vicarius Filii Dei,” that is “The vicegerent of the Son of God.”
   There are those who declare that they have seen these words, in precious stones, 
upon the tiara of the pope, especially that of Pope Gregory XVI. The claim that this 
title is accepted and used by the popes, and that it has been inscribed on the papal 
tiara, is admitted by Our Sunday Visitor, a Catholic paper of Huntington, Ind., in its 
issue of April 18, 1915, and not only admitted, but the use of this title by the pope 
is defended.

Note: It matters not that it may appear on a tiara, it is their accepted title.     NLO.  

  “What are the letters supposed to be in the Pope’s crown, and what do they 
signify, if anything? 
  The Letters inscribed in the Pope’s mitre are these: Vicarius Filii Dei, which is 
Latin for the Vicar of the Son of God. Catholics hold that the Church which is a 
visible society must have a visible head. Christ, before His ascension into heaven, 
appointed St. Peter to act as His representative. Upon the death of Peter the man 
who succeeded to the office of Peter as Bishop of Rome was recognized as the 
head of the Church. Hence to the Bishop of Rome as head of the Church was given 
the tittle “Vicar of Christ.”
  Enemies of the papacy denounce this tittle as a malicious assumption. But the 
Bible informs us that Christ did not only give His Church authority to teach, but 
also to rule. Laying claim to the authority to rule in Christ’s spiritual kingdom, in 
Christ’s stead, is not a whit more malicious than laying claim to the authority to 
teach in Christ’s name, And this every Christian minister does.” Our Sunday Visitor  
Huntington, Ind. April 18, 1915, Vol III. Num. 51. Page 3. Col. 6.

Note: When was Peter appointed before his conversion? Luke 22:31,32. Peter 
denied knowing Christ at His trial 3 times.  Matt. 26:69-75. Refused to leave 
Jerusalem at Pentecost on Christ Directive Luke 24:49; Matt. 28:19, Refused 
Christian converts at Galatia 2:12, and schemed with Jews for Pauls arrest Acts 
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21:22. And note how in Acts 15 and 21 James presided over meetings. Here is 
found the reason for apostolic succession promoting those who know not Christ for 
the downfall of Christendom.

Saint Josephs Edition of the New American Bible. July 27, 1970. 
  Catholic Book Publishing Company. New York. NT pg., 24, 25

For Matthew 16, 16-20 : To the tradition of Peter’s confession at Caesarea Philippi 
(Mk 8, 27-30), Matthew adds the doctrine of the divinity of Christ, together with 
Jesus’ prophecy that he will successfully build a new Israel, i.e., the church, upon 
Peter. Considering the unresolved dispute among the twelve as to who was the 
greatest (Mt 20, 20-24), it is probable that this prophecy as a whole was made by 
the risen Christ (Jn 21, 15ff). The importance of the prophecy is seen from the fact 
that Matthew conserves it three decades after Peter’s martyrdom, when his 
leadership of the Jerusalem community is already a thing of the past. In Matthew, 
the building of the new Israel on Peter pertains to Jesus’ own role in the mystery of 
the reign of God that has appeared in history; see notes on Mt 13, 1-52; 13, 53—9, 
1. Jesus cannot begin to build his church upon Peter until after his death and 
resurrection (Mt 16, 21ff). For Matthew, Jesus’ building of the new people of God 
upon Peter is a continuing reality for the Christian community of his time. 

Note: Matthew Died in A.D. 60 six years before Peter death A.D. 66. Mathew 
could not have written his Gospel Three decades after Peters martyrdom in A.D. 
96. Nor conserve a portion 30 years after, for we still have Matthew’s complete 
Gospel today. The Gospel of Matthew was written in A.D. 41., 25 years before 
Peter’s Death not after.

For Matthew 16, 18: You are “Rock”: the Greek petros and its Aramaic equivalent 
kepha, “rock,” is here conferred on Simon as a personal name to indicate his role 
as the firm foundation on which Jesus builds his church. The jaws of death: 
literally, “the gates of Sheol” (num 16, 33), i.e., death’s realm, here used to signify 
the power or force of evil responsible first for physical then spiritual death. The 
new people of God will overcome both forms of death to achieve the glorious 
entrance into the final kingdom (Rv 20, 4ff).

Note: 1Cor. 3:11; Luke 6: 47, 48; John 14: if ye love me.



For Matthew 16, 19: I will entrust, . . . kingdom of heaven: i.e., spiritual power to 
be exercised over the life of God’s people, in contrast to the previously mentioned 
“gates,” i.e., the evil power of death that would not prevail against the church. 
Simon Peter is the keeper of the keys, the one who has power to open and to close, 
to “bind” and to “loose” to allow and to forbid; Is 22, 22. The exercise of this 
responsibility is here compared to the disciplinary and doctrinal authority of the 
rabid who in Jesus’ time interpreted the Old Testament for the faith and life of the 
people. The exact nature of the extraordinary power here conferred became clear 
through the historical development of the Christian community in terms of primacy 
of Peter, i.e., his supreme authority in teaching, governing and sanctifying the 
people of God.

Note: All conferred on who? From who? Heb. 9:27; Matt. 10:5,8/11:5 all had gifts 
Acts 20:9; Rom. 14:5 (Acts 9:15 Peter didn’t choose Acts 15:13;21:18; Gal 2:12) 
GC 203.2,4. Why men claim Peter as the head of their church, he left so little 
writing it opens the way for successors to add to the words of God or corrupt the 
word of God.

Peter had expressed the truth which is the foundation of the church's faith, and 
Jesus now honored him as the representative of the whole body of believers. He 
said, “I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” DA 413.5

“The keys of the kingdom of heaven” are the words of Christ. All the words of 
Holy Scripture are His, and are here included. These words have power to open 
and to shut heaven. They declare the conditions upon which men are received or 
rejected. Thus the work of those who preach God's word is a savor of life unto life 
or of death unto death. Theirs is a mission weighted with eternal results. DA 
413.6; 10LtMs, Ms 75, 1895, par. 8.    BoundLoosed 

Note: “I will give unto to” the whole body of believers “the keys of the 
kingdom . . . “ etc. The Keys are the words of Christ which all may possess in a 
Bible. Matt. 7:24, 26.

For Rev 20, 1-6: Like the other numerical values in this book, the thousand years 
are not to be taken literally; they symbolize the long period of time between the 
chaining up of Satan (a symbol for Christ’s resurrection-victory over death and the 
forces of evil) and the end of the world. During this time God’s people share in the 
glorious reign of God which is present to them in virtue of their baptism-victory 

https://sdapillars.org/media/BoundLoosed.pdf


over death and sin. (Rom 6, 1-8; Jn 5, 24f; 16, 33; 1 Jn 3, 14; Eph 2, 1).

AT: The New American Bible (NAB) reference notes do not use the specific word 
"vicar" for Peter. Instead, official Catholic commentaries and footnotes for 
passages like Matthew 16:18–19 use terms such as foundation, power of the keys, 
and authority to bind and loose to explain Peter's unique leadership role.

Code Of Cannon Law. Art. 1. 
Can. 331 The bishop of the Roman Church, in whom continues the office given by 
the Lord uniquely to Peter, the first of the Apostles, and to be transmitted to his 
successors, is the head of the college of bishops, the Vicar of Christ, and the pastor 
of the universal Church on earth. By virtue of his office he possesses supreme, full, 
immediate, and universal ordinary power in the Church, which he is always able to 
exercise freely.

The most plausible name we have ever seen suggested as containing the number 
of the beast, is the title which the pope applies to himself, and allows others to 
apply to him. That title is this: Vicarius Filii Dei, “Vicegerent of the Son of God.” 
Taking the letters out of this title which the Latins used as numerals, and giving 
them their numerical value, we have just 666. Thus we have V, 5; I, 1; C, 100 (a 
and r not used as numerals); I, 1; U (formerly the same as V), 5; (s and f not used 
as numerals); I, 1; L, 50; I, 1; I, 1; D, 500; (e not used as a numeral); I, 1. Adding 
these numbers together, we have just 666. DAR 580.1 Rev. 2:13 when Antipas 
was my faithful martyr—antipopes, or those who oppose fathers i.e., popes. 
Strong’s 493 to 473 instead of, substitution for to 3962 father.

Luther wrote concerning the pope: "It is a horrible thing to behold the man who 
styles himself Christ's vicegerent, displaying a magnificence that no emperor can 
equal. Is this being like the poor Jesus, or the humble Peter?  GC 140.4

The pope claims to be the vicar of Christ; but how does his character bear 
comparison with that of our Saviour?  GC 570.2

The same policy of deception has marked the history of the Roman Church. It has 
professed to act as the vicegerent of Heaven, while seeking to exalt itself above 
God and to change His law. GC 591.1

  Page 50. Titles.--In a passage which is included in the Roman Catholic Canon 
Law, or Corpus Juris Canonici, Pope Innocent III declares that the Roman pontiff 
is "the vicegerent upon earth, not of a mere man, but of very God;" and in a gloss 
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on the passage it is explained that this is because he is the vicegerent of Christ, who 
is "very God and very man." See Decretales Domini Gregorii Papae IX (Decretals 
of the Lord Pope Gregory IX), liber 1, de translatione Episcoporum, (on the 
transference of Bishops), title 7, ch. 3; Corpus Juris Canonici (2d Leipzig ed., 
1881), col. 99; (Paris, 1612), tom. 2, Decretales, col. 205. The documents which 
formed the Decretals were gathered by Gratian, who was teaching at the University 
of Bologna about the year 1140. His work was added to and re-edited by Pope 
Gregory IX in an edition issued in 1234. Other documents appeared in succeeding 
years from time to time including the Extravagantes, added toward the close of the 
fifteenth century. All of these, with Gratian's Decretum, were published as the 
Corpus Juris Canonici in 1582. Pope Pius X authorized the codification in Canon 
law in 1904, and the resulting code became effective in 1918.  
  For the title "Lord God the Pope" see a gloss on the Extravagantes of Pope John 
XXII, title 14, ch. 4, Declaramus. In an Antwerp edition of the Extravagantes, 
dated 1584, the words "Dominum Deum nostrum Papam" ("Our Lord God the 
Pope") occur in column 153. In a Paris edition, dated 1612, they occur in column 
140. In several editions published since 1612 the word "Deum" ("God") has been 
omitted.  GC pg. 679.1,2

   “And thunders and lightnings”—another allusion to the judgments of Egypt. (See 
Exodus 9:23.) The great city is divided into three parts; that is, the three grand 
divisions of the false and apostate religions of the world (the great city), 
Paganism, Catholicism, and relapsed Protestantism, seem to be set apart each to 
receive its appropriate doom. The cities of the nations fall; universal desolation 
spreads over the earth; every island flees away, and the mountains are not found; 
and great Babylon comes in remembrance before God. Read her judgments, as 
more fu l ly descr ibed in chapte r 18 . {1897 UrS, DAR 653.4} 
DanRevChart.numbers

Satan well knew that the Holy Scriptures would enable men to discern his 
deceptions and withstand his power. It was by the word that even the Saviour of 
the world had resisted his attacks. At every assault, Christ presented the shield of 
eternal truth, saying, “It is written.” To every suggestion of the adversary, He 
opposed the wisdom and power of the word. In order for Satan to maintain his 
sway over men, and establish the authority of the papal usurper, he must keep 
them in ignorance of the Scriptures. The Bible would exalt God and place finite 
men in their true position; therefore its sacred truths must be concealed and 
suppressed. This logic was adopted by the Roman Church. For hundreds of years 
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the circulation of the Bible was prohibited. The people were forbidden to read it or 
to have it in their houses, and unprincipled priests and prelates interpreted its 
teachings to sustain their pretensions. Thus the pope came to be almost universally 
acknowledged as the vicegerent of God on earth, endowed with authority over 
church and state. GC 51.3

The iniquity and spiritual darkness that prevailed under the supremacy of Rome 
were the inevitable result of her suppression of the Scriptures; but where is to be 
found the cause of the widespread infidelity, the rejection of the law of God, and 
the consequent corruption, under the full blaze of gospel light in an age of 
religious freedom? Now that Satan can no longer keep the world under his control 
by withholding the Scriptures, he resorts to other means to accomplish the same 
object. To destroy faith in the Bible serves his purpose as well as to destroy the 
Bible itself. By introducing the belief that God’s law is not binding, he as 
effectually leads men to transgress as if they were wholly ignorant of its precepts. 
And now, as in former ages, he has worked through the church to further his 
designs. The religious organizations of the day have refused to listen to unpopular 
truths plainly brought to view in the Scriptures, and in combating them they have 
adopted interpretations and taken positions which have sown broadcast the seeds 
of skepticism. Clinging to the papal error of natural immortality and man’s 
consciousness in death, they have rejected the only defense against the delusions 
of spiritualism. The doctrine of eternal torment has led many to disbelieve the 
Bible. And as the claims of the fourth commandment are urged upon the people, it 
is found that the observance of the seventh-day Sabbath is enjoined; and as the 
only way to free themselves from a duty which they are unwilling to perform, 
many popular teachers declare that the law of God is no longer binding. Thus they 
cast away the law and the Sabbath together. As the work of Sabbath reform 
extends, this rejection of the divine law to avoid the claims of the fourth 
commandment will become well-nigh universal. The teachings of religious 
leaders have opened the door to infidelity, to spiritualism, and to contempt for 
God’s holy law; and upon these leaders rests a fearful responsibility for the 
iniquity that exists in the Christian world. GC 586.2

Note: “Symbolic language” and others are ways which to cause doubt. See this 
link AdventistsCA6.

Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attention to man in the place of God. 
He leads the people to look to bishops, to pastors, to professors of theology, as 
their guides, instead of searching the Scriptures to learn their duty for themselves. 
Then, by controlling the minds of these leaders, he can influence the multitudes 
according to his will. GC 595.2
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“I will influence popular ministers to turn the attention of their hearers from 
the commandments of God. That which the Scriptures declare to be a perfect law 
of liberty shall be represented as a yoke of bondage. The people accept their 
ministers’ explanations of Scripture, and do not investigate for themselves. 
Therefore by working through the ministers, I can control the people according to 
my will. 4SP 338.1 PP 365.1.  SatanInTheChruches.    Conspiracies  

“I will have upon the ground, as my agents, men holding false doctrines 
mingled with just enough truth to deceive souls. I will also have unbelieving 
ones present, who will express doubts in regard to the Lord's messages of warning 
to his church. Should the people read and believe these admonitions, we could 
have little hope of overcoming them. But if we can divert their attention from 
these warnings, they will remain ignorant of our power and cunning, and we shall 
secure them in our ranks at last. God will not permit his words to be slighted with 
impunity. If we can keep souls deceived for a time, God's mercy will be 
withdrawn, and he will give them up to our full control. 4SP 340.2

   You who participated in this first angel’s message, and felt its power and glory, 
and saw its effects on the people, just go back with me to the camp-meetings, 
conferences, and other meetings where the time, 1843, was proclaimed from the 
chart. With what solemnity, zeal and holy confidence the servants of the Lord 
proclaimed the time. And O, how their words fell upon the people, melting the 
hardest sinner’s heart; for God was with them, and his Spirit attended the solemn 
message. The most spiritual and devoted in all the churches caught the flame and 
many who had been trained to worship their church and their minister, here learned 
to “fear God” alone, and “give glory to him.” This message weaned us from this 
world, and led us to the feet of Jesus, to seek forgiveness of all our sins, and a free 
and full salvation through the blood of Christ. Dear Brethren, Was this message 
“from heaven or from men?” I know your answer—“from heaven,” Amen. The 
Third Angels Message J White Page 2.

All who shall seek to bring about an issue that is not in harmony with the truths 
that John was instructed to proclaim are out of line. The Lord would have all His 
people come into harmony in this sacred, solemn work which is so important and 
in which such tremendous issues are involved. The time has come to fear God and 
give glory to Him. He who binds himself up with any man, to glorify that man, 
will be misled, whatever may be his knowledge, his position, or his claims. Every 
man is to stand in his God-given responsibility, acting as he is moved by the Holy 
Spirit. He is not to be intimidated by human threatening; he is not to fear any 
human being who shall dare to oppress his fellow men. We are living in the time 
when the everlasting gospel is to be proclaimed, and this work is to claim our 
undivided attention. Everywhere we are to proclaim the message of truth, to every 
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nation, kindred, tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, “Fear God, and give 
glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come, and worship Him that made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” [Revelation 14:7.] 
20LtMs, Ms 162, 1905, par. 29

Between the laws of men and the precepts of Jehovah will come the last great 
conflict of the controversy between truth and error. Upon this battle we are now 
entering—a battle not between rival churches contending for the supremacy, but 
between the religion of the Bible and the religions of fable and tradition. The 
agencies which have united against truth are now actively at work. God’s Holy 
Word, which has been handed down to us at so great a cost of suffering and 
bloodshed, is little valued. There are few who really accept it as the rule of life. 
Infidelity prevails to an alarming extent, not in the world only, but in the church. 
Many have come to deny doctrines which are the very pillars of the Christian 
faith. The great facts of creation as presented by the inspired writers, the fall of 
man, the atonement, the perpetuity of the law—these all are practically rejected by 
a large share of the professedly Christian world. Thousands who pride themselves 
on their knowledge regard it as an evidence of weakness to place implicit 
confidence in the Bible, and a proof of learning to cavil at the Scriptures and to 
spiritualize and explain away their most important truths. PK 625.2

Babylon has Fallen, Protestants Image.
Image.    ProtestantismsWork.pdfs

   “The year 1878 . . . clearly marks the time for the actual assuming of power as 
King of Kings, by our present spiritual, invisible, Lord,—the time of his taking to 
himself his great power to reign, which in the prophecy is closely associated with 
the resurrection of his faithful.”Russellism CB Haynes pg., 13.6.
   "In the spring of 1878 all the holy apostles and other ‘overcomers’ 'o rercomers' 
of the gospel age who slept in Jesus were raised spirit beings, like unto their Lord 
and Maşter. And while we, therefore, conclude that their resurrection is now an 
accomplished fact, and hence that they, as well as the Lord, are present in the earth, 
the fact that we do not see them is no obstacle to faith when we remember that, like 
their Lord, they are now spirit beings, and, like him, invisible to men.”—CB 
Haynes pg., 13.7.
   “The heirs of the heavenly kingdom must so continue (subject to the Gentile 
kingdoms), until the time appointed for them to reign together with Christ. During 
the time of trouble, closing this age, they will be exalted to power, but their ‘reign’ 
of righteousness over the world can date only from A.D. 1914—when the times of 
the Gentiles have expired.”—Russellism CB Haynes pg., 15.7

   “Remember that the forty years’ Jewish harvest ended October, A.D. 69, and was 
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followed by the complete overthrow of that nation; and that likewise the forty 
years of the gospel age harvest will end October, 1914, and that likewise the 
overthrow of ‘Christendom,’ so called, must be expected to immediate follow.”—
Russellism CB Haynes pg., 16.4
   According to Russellism, then, 1914 is a date of vital importance. In 1914 “the 
times of the Gentiles” was to “run fully out”; in 1914 Christ’s kingdom was to be 
“fully established”; in 1914 “the final end of the kingdoms of this world” was to be 
reached; 1914 was to be “ the farthest limit of the rule of imperfect men”; “before 
the end of 1914 the last member of the divinely recognized church of Christ” (this 
means all Russelliets) was to be “glorified with the Head”; in 1914 the “reign” of 
the Russellites “over the world” was to begin; in 1914 “the battle of that great day 
of God Almight” was to end; in 1914 “the complete overthrow of earths present 
rulership” was to take place; and in 1914 “the overthrow of ‘Christendom’ so 
called was to transpire. Russellism CB Haynes pg., 16.5

   "Can we feel absolutely sure that the chronology- set forth in the Dawn Studies is 
correct?—that the harvest began in A. D. 1874 and will end in A. D. 1914 in a world 
wide trouble which will overthrow all present institutions and be followed by the 
reign of righteousness of the King of glory, and his bride, the church?" Russellism 
CB Haynes pg., 18.3

“The principles contained in this celebrated Protest ... constitute the very 
essence of Protestantism. Now this Protest opposes two abuses of man in matters 
of faith: the first is the intrusion of the civil magistrate, and the second the 
arbitrary authority of the church. Instead of these abuses, Protestantism sets the 
power of conscience above the magistrate, and the authority of the word of God 
above the visible church. In the first place, it rejects the civil power in divine 
things, and says with the prophets and apostles, ‘We must obey God rather than 
man.’ In presence of the crown of Charles the Fifth, it uplifts the crown of Jesus 
Christ. But it goes farther: it lays down the principle that all human teaching 
should be subordinate to the oracles of God.”—Ibid., b. 13, ch. 6. The protesters 
had moreover affirmed their right to utter freely their convictions of truth. They 
would not only believe and obey, but teach what the word of God presents, and 
they denied the right of priest or magistrate to interfere. The Protest of Spires was 
a solemn witness against religious intolerance, and an assertion of the right of all 
men to worship God according to the dictates of their own consciences. GC 203.4

But today in the religious world there are multitudes who, as they believe, are 
working for the establishment of the kingdom of Christ as an earthly and temporal 
dominion. They desire to make our Lord the ruler of the kingdoms of this world, 
the ruler in its courts and camps, its legislative halls, its palaces and market 
places. They expect Him to rule through legal enactments, enforced by human 



authority. Since Christ is not now here in person, they themselves will undertake 
to act in His stead, to execute the laws of His kingdom. The establishment of such 
a kingdom is what the Jews desired in the days of Christ. They would have 
received Jesus, had He been willing to establish a temporal dominion, to enforce 
what they regarded as the laws of God, and to make them the expositors of His 
will and the agents of His authority. But He said, “My kingdom is not of this 
world.” John 18:36. He would not accept the earthly throne. DA 509.2.    
ChristianNationalistParty.    SatanInTheChruches.    SatansMethod

Note: This would in the Jews day have caused the overthrow of Christianity at 
its inception, How much less today by the Image to/of the Beast.  

When men would take upon themselves the responsibility of dictating to you, 
telling you to seek their advice and counsel, tell them that you have complied with 
the Lord’s direction to ask Him for wisdom, and that peace and rest have come to 
your soul in relying upon His promise. There are many who take the name of 
Christ and wear His sign who are not truly His. How then shall we know who are 
His? We shall know them because they point men to Christ. The man who has 
encouraged another to fallow erring, human judgment has misled one who needed 
to be guided in safe paths. The worker who is truly humble in heart will never 
seek to control the actions and will of his fellow worker. To those who come to 
ask his counsel he will say, Do not seek of me to learn your duty; I cannot add this 
responsibility to my other burdens. You have an unerring Counselor upon whom 
you can always depend. Seek the Lord in earnest prayer. 22LtMs, Lt 278, 1907, 
par. 10

     The Protest denied the right of civil rulers to legislate in matters between the soul and God, 
and declared with prophets and apostles, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” It rejected 
also the arbitrary power of the church, and set forth the unerring principle that all human 
teaching should be in subjection to the oracles of God. The protesters had thrown off the yoke 
of man's supremacy, and had exalted Christ as supreme in the church, and his Word in the pulpit. 
The power of conscience was set above the State, and the authority of the Holy Scriptures 
above the visible church. The crown of Christ was uplifted above the pope's tiara and the 
emperor's diadem. The protesters had moreover affirmed their right to freely utter their 
convictions of truth. They would not only believe and obey, but teach what the Word of God 
presents, and they denied the right of priest or magistrate to interfere. The Protest of Spires was 
a solemn witness against religious intolerance, and an assertion of the right of all men to 
worship God according to the dictates of their own consciences.  {4SP 162.2}

   The grand principle maintained by these Reformers—the same that had been held by the 
Waldenses, by Wycliffe, by John Huss, by Luther, Zwingli, and those who united with them—
was the infallible authority of the Holy Scriptures as a rule of faith and practice. They denied the 
right of popes, councils, Fathers, and kings, to control the conscience in matters of religion. 
The Bible was their authority, and by its teaching they tested all doctrines and all claims. Faith in 
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God and His word sustained these holy men as they yielded up their lives at the stake. "Be of 
good comfort," exclaimed Latimer to his fellow martyr as the flames were about to silence their 
voices, "we shall this day light such a candle, by God's grace, in England, as I trust shall never be 
put out.”—Works of Hugh Latimer, vol. 1, p. xiii. {GC 249.1}

Acts 5:29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to 
obey God rather than men. 

Rom. 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
   
"The beast" mentioned in this message, whose worship is enforced by the two-
horned beast, is the first, or leopardlike beast of Revelation 13—the papacy. The 
"image to the beast" represents that form of apostate Protestantism which will be 
developed when the Protestant churches shall seek the aid of the civil power for the 
enforcement of their dogmas. The "mark of the beast" still remains to be defined. 
{GC 445.2}

   In fact, so much more favorable does Russellisn teach the next age will be for 
salvation, that we are informed all will be compelled to do right, and every 
incentive to do wrong or commit sin will be removed. This is taught in the 
following: 
   "Many erroneously suppose that when Christ's millennial kingdom is inaugurated 
every one will be pleased with its ruling. But not so. Its regulations will be far 
more exacting than those of any previous government, and the liberties of the 
people will be restricted to a degree that will be galling indeed to many now 
clamoring for an increase of liberty.  Liberty to deceive, to misrepresent, to over-
reach and to defraud others in food or in drink, or in any way to corrupt good 
manners, will be totally denied to all. Liberty or license to do wrong of any sort 
will not be granted to any."
   The devil himself could get salvation under such a system as this. He would not 
be permitted to do anything wrong, and would be compelled to do right, and as his 
“first trial" would not be counted against him, under this “second trial" he would 
be sure to be saved, being coerced into salvation no matter how much he disliked 
it.—Russellism CB Haynes pg., 27.4-6

Note: Who determines good manners on what Bible interpretations? Liberty to do 
wrong according to whose standard? By the use of creeds as the Bible itself.

2Thess. 2:3 . . . that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth 
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he 
as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.



Note: In the following private interpretation of Scripture means you’re not using 
Russell’s expositions of Scripture which opposes Scripture—and so pastors say 
today, you’ll go off in wrong direction reading by your self. Thus Russell opposeth 
and exalteth himself above etc. Read for your self without any interference. We 
Have the Promises of Jesus that The Holy Spirit will guide us. John cop., 14-16.

   Thus Russellism teaches that when the Bible declares Christ will come visibly it 
really means he will come invisibly; that he will come openly, it means he will 
come secretly; that we shall see him come, it means that none shall see him comne; 
that he will come with a display of power and glory, it means he will come without 
power and glory; that he will come literally it means he will come spiritually; that 
he will come in bodiiy form, it means he will come as a spirit, without. body; that 
"this såme Jesus" will come, it does not mean this same Jesus'"; that he will not 
come at all in the manner described by the Bible but in just the opposite manner.
   Russellism, equally as much as the papacy, surely teaches that private 
interpretation of the Scriptures is dangerous and unsafe. Russellites look to Charles 
T. Russell as their guide and interpreter in the study of the Scripture. No other 
quotation than the following will be needed to prove this: It is taken from page 298 
of  The Watch Tower dated September 15, 1910.—
   "If the six volumes of 'Scripture Studies' are practically the Bible, topically 
arranged, with Bible proof text given, we might not improperly name the volumes 
‘The Bible in an Arranged Form.’ That is to say, they are not merely comments on 
the Bible, but they are practically the Bible itself. . . . "Furthermore, not only do we 
find that people cannot see the divine plan in studying the Bible by itself, but we 
see also that if any one lays the 'Scripture Studies' aside, even after he has used 
them, after he has become familiar with them, after he has read them for ten years
—if he then lays them aside and ignores them and goes to the Bible alone, though 
he has understood his Bible for ten years, our experience shows that within two 
years he goes into darkness. On the other hand, if he had merely read the 'Scripture 
Studies' with their references and had not read a page of the Bible as such he 
would be in the light at the end of the two years, because he would have the light of 
the Scriptures." 
   If this does not lead away from the Scriptures, if it does not belittle God's Word, the 
revelation of his will to men, then the writer cannot understand the English language. 
Here is the claim that Russell's  writings are “the Bible itself"; "not merely comments on 
the Bible,” but the “Bible itself." Notice the Bible-dishonoring statement that "people 
cannot see the divine plan in the studying the Bible itself," and that to confine one's self 
to the Bible alone means to go into outer darkness within two years, but that to take the 
word of this one man, Charles T. Russell, and never to read a page in all the Scriptures, 
means to be in the light at the end of two years. 



   It is plain from what has been said that Russellism substitutes the teaching of Charles T. 
Russell for the gospel of the Son of God, and that these two are directly opposite the one 
to the other, and that the whole system is a deplorable perversion of the truth of the Bible 
concerning the second coming of Christ, and is entirely antiscriptual and antichristian.—
Russellism CB Haynes pg., 10.5-11.3.

  At the time when the Papacy, robbed of its strength, was forced to desist from 
persecution, John beheld a new power coming up to echo the dragon's voice, and 
carry forward the same cruel and blasphemous work. This power, the last that is to 
wage war against the church and the law of God, is represented by a beast with 
lamblike horns. The beasts preceding it had risen from the sea; but this came up out 
of the earth, representing the peaceful rise of the nation which it symbolized--the 
United States.  {ST, February 8, 1910 par. 5}

   "I saw that the two-horned beast had a dragon's mouth, and that his power was in 
his head, and that the decree would go out of his mouth. Then I saw the Mother of 
Harlots; that the mother was not the daughters, but separate and distinct from 
them. She has had her day, and it is past, and her daughters, the Protestant sects, 
were the next to come on the stage and act out the same mind that the mother 
had when she persecuted the saints. I saw that as the mother has been declining in 
power, the daughters had been growing, and soon they will exercise the power 
once exercised by the mother." {SpM 1.4}

   When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon such points of 
doctrine as are held by them in common, shall influence the state to enforce their 
decrees and to sustain their institutions, then Protestant America will have formed 
an image of the Roman hierarchy, and the infliction of civil penalties upon 
dissenters will inevitably result. {GC 445.1}

Note: 1Sam 8:5,7,9  . . . shew them the manner of the king that shall reign over 
them.” You and your children shall be in his service and Not God’s.

  Marvelous in her shrewdness and cunning is the Romish Church. She can read 
what is to be. She bides her time, seeing that the Protestant churches are paying 
her homage in their acceptance of the false Sabbath, and that they are preparing to 
employ the very means which she herself employed in by-gone days. Those who 
reject the light of truth will yet seek the aid of this self-styled infallible power to 
exalt an institution that originated with her. How readily she will come to the help 
of Protestants in this work, it is not difficult to conjecture. Who understands better 



than popery how to deal with those who are disobedient to the church?  {4SP 
397.1}  

Note: “Paying her homage” Protestants exalting of sunday to commemorate Jesus 
resurrection inadvertently validate her change but for a different reason, which 
Papists claim they have authority to change from the 7th day to the 1st. Neither 
reasons are found in Scripture and “destroy faith in the Bible.” Investigation 
produces no evidence and presents a choice, remain in fellowship or believe the 
plain teachings of Scripture contrary to established opinions. “Protestants now urge 
that the resurrection of Christ on Sunday made it the Christian Sabbath.” GC 54.1

   As the Protestant churches reject the clear, Scriptural arguments in defense of 
God's law, they will long to silence those whose faith they cannot overthrow by 
the Bible. Though they blind their own eyes to the fact, they are now adopting a 
course which will lead to the persecution of those who conscientiously refuse to do 
what the rest of the Christian world are doing, and acknowledge the claims of the 
papal sabbath. {GC 592.2}

     When men indulge this accusing spirit, they are not satisfied with pointing out 
what they suppose to be a defect in their brother. If milder means fail of making 
him do what they think ought to be done, they will resort to compulsion. Just as far 
as lies in their power they will force men to comply with their ideas of what is 
right. This is what the Jews did in the days of Christ and what the church has 
done ever since whenever she has lost the grace of Christ. Finding herself 
destitute of the power of love, she has reached out for the strong arm of the state 
to enforce her dogmas and execute her decrees. Here is the secret of all religious 
laws that have ever been enacted, and the secret of all persecution from the days of 
Abel to our own time.  {MB 126.2}{SSP 257.2}


