
   The government under which Jesus lived was corrupt and oppressive; on every hand were 
crying abuses,—extortion, intolerance, and grinding cruelty. Yet the Saviour attempted no civil 
reforms. He attacked no national abuses, nor condemned the national enemies. He did not 
interfere with the authority or administration of those in power. He who was our example kept 
aloof from earthly governments. Not because He was indifferent to the woes of men, but 
because the remedy did not lie in merely human and external measures. To be efficient, the cure 
must reach men individually, and must regenerate the heart. {DA 509.3} Lev. 20:26
   Not by the decisions of courts or councils or legislative assemblies, not by the patronage of 
worldly great men, is the kingdom of Christ established, but by the implanting of Christ's 
nature in humanity through the work of the Holy Spirit. "As many as received Him, to them 
gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." John 1:12, 13. 
Here is the only power that can work the uplifting of mankind. And the human agency for the 
accomplishment of this work is the teaching and practicing of the word of God. {DA 509.4}
   When the apostle Paul began his ministry in Corinth, that populous, wealthy, and wicked city, 
polluted by the nameless vices of heathenism, he said, "I determined not to know anything 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." 1 Cor. 2:2. Writing afterward to some of those 
who had been corrupted by the foulest sins, he could say, "But ye are washed, but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." "I 
thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ." 1 
Cor. 6:11; 1:4. {DA 510.1}
   Now, as in Christ's day, the work of God's kingdom lies not with those who are clamoring 
for recognition and support by earthly rulers and human laws, but with those who are 
declaring to the people in His name those spiritual truths that will work in the receivers the 
experience of Paul: "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me." Gal. 2:20. Then they will labor as did Paul for the benefit of men. He said, "Now then we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, 
be ye reconciled to God." 2 Cor. 5:20. {DA 510.2}

     I call upon my brethren who are appointed to educate, to change their course of action. It is a 
mistake for you to link your interests with any political party, to cast your vote with them or for 
them. Those who stand as educators, as ministers, as laborers together with God in any line, have 
no battles to fight in the political world. Their citizenship is in heaven. The Lord calls upon 
them to stand as a separate and peculiar people. He would have no schisms in the body of 
believers. His people are to possess the elements of reconciliation.  {GW 393.2}  
     Is it their work to make enemies in the political world?--No, no. They are to stand as subjects 
of Christ's kingdom, bearing the banner on which is inscribed, "The commandments of God, and 
the faith of Jesus." They are to carry the burden of a special work, a special message. We have a 
personal responsibility, and this is to be revealed before the heavenly universe, before angels, 
and before men. God does not call upon us to enlarge our influence by mingling with society, by 
linking up with men on political questions, but by standing as individual parts of His great 
whole, with Christ as our head. Christ is our Prince, and as His subjects we are to do the work 
appointed us by God. . . .  {GW 393.3}  
     The question may be asked, Are we to have no union whatever with the world? The word of 
the Lord is to be our guide. Any connection with infidels and unbelievers that would identify us 
with them, is forbidden by the Word. We are to come out from among them, and be separate. In 



no case are we to link ourselves with them in their plans of work. But we are not to live 
reclusive lives. We are to do worldlings all the good we possibly can.  {GW 394.1}  
     Christ has given us an example of this. When invited to eat with publicans and sinners, He did 
not refuse; for in no other way than by mingling with them could He reach this class. But on 
every occasion . . . He opened up themes of conversation which brought things of eternal interest 
to their minds. And He enjoins us, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven." [Matthew 5:16.]  {GW 394.2}

Why are we not to link ourselves?

“Backsliding and apostasy from some of the highest and noblest principles among men, are 
apparent in our land. The everlasting truth, incorporated in the Declaration of the Independence 
of the United States, that "governments derive their just powers from the consent of the 
governed," is repudiated by a growing party in our own country, and denounced as the "old 
Philadelphia lie.”” {U. Smith RH Jan. 1902 The Decisive Sign para. 4}

Seeking any earthly political party for election of a man finally leads to 
Denying God as your King.

1Sam. 8:5 . . now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. . .7 And the Lord said unto 
Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not 
rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them. 12:12 . .ye said unto 
me, Nay; but a king shall reign over us: when the Lord your God was your king. 17 . . that ye 
may perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which ye have done in the sight of the Lord, 
in asking you a king. John 19:15 . . We have no king but Caesar.

“It is a mistake for you to link your interests with any political party, to cast your vote with 
them or for them.” F.C.E. 475.2-484. {Divine Blueprint 35.10}

“The people of God are not to vote to place men in office; for when they do this, they are 
partakers with them of the sins which they commit while they are in office.” F.C.E. 475.2. 
{Divine Blueprint 35.11}

Note: Some say EGW said to vote for measures not for men. Do they not read:—

Fundamentals Of Christian Education.
Chapter 61—Special Testimony Relating To Politics

To the Teachers and Managers of our Schools:
Those who have charge of our institutions and our schools should guard themselves diligently, 

lest by their words and sentiments they lead the students into false paths. Those who teach the 
Bible in our churches and in our schools are not at liberty to unite in making apparent their 
prejudices for or against political men or measures, because by so doing they stir up the minds 
of others, leading each to advocate his favorite theory. There are among those professing to 
believe present truth some who will thus be stirred up to express their sentiments and political 
preferences, so that division will be brought into the church. { FE 475.1 } 

The Lord would have His people bury political questions. On these themes silence is 



eloquence. Christ calls upon His followers to come into unity on the pure gospel principles 
which are plainly revealed in the word of God. We cannot with safety vote for political parties; 
for we do not know whom we are voting for. We cannot with safety take part in any political 
schemes. We cannot labor to please men who will use their influence to repress religious liberty, 
and to set in operation oppressive measures to lead or compel their fellow men to keep Sunday 
as the Sabbath. The first day of the week is not a day to be reverenced. It is a spurious sabbath, 
and the members of the Lord’s family cannot participate with the men who exalt this day, and 
violate the law of God by trampling upon His Sabbath. The people of God are not to vote to 
place such men in office; for when they do this, they are partakers with them of the sins which 
they commit while in office. { FE 475.2 } 

We are not to compromise principle by yielding to the opinions and prejudices which we may 
have encouraged before we united with God’s commandment-keeping people. We have enlisted 
in the army of the Lord, and we are not to fight on the enemy’s side, but on the side of Christ, 
where we can be a united whole, in sentiment, in action, in spirit, in fellowship. Those who are 
Christians indeed will be branches of the true vine, and will bear the same fruit as the vine. They 
will act in harmony, in Christian fellowship. They will not wear political badges, but the badge 
of Christ. { FE 475.3 } 

What are we to do, then?—Let political questions alone. “Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness? and what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part 
hath he that believeth with an infidel?” What can there be in common between these parties? 
There can be no fellowship, no communion. The word fellowship means participation, 
partnership. God employs the strongest figures to show that there should be no union between 
worldly parties and those who are seeking the righteousness of Christ. What communion can 
there be between light and darkness, truth and unrighteousness?—None whatever. Light 
represents righteousness; darkness, error, sin, unrighteousness. Christians have come out of 
darkness into the light. They have put on Christ, and they wear the badge of truth and obedience. 
They are governed by the elevated and holy principles which Christ expressed in His life. But 
the world is governed by principles of dishonesty and injustice. { FE 476.1 } 

“Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; but have 
renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of 
God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s 
conscience in the sight of God. But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in whom 
the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine upon them. For we preach not 
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” Two parties are here brought to view, 
and it is shown that there can be no union between them. { FE 476.2 } 

Those teachers in the church or in the school who distinguish themselves by their zeal in 
politics, should be relieved of their work and responsibilities without delay; for the Lord will 
not co-operate with them. The tithe should not be used to pay any one for speechifying on 
political questions. Every teacher, minister, or leader in our ranks who is stirred with a desire to 
ventilate his opinions on political questions, should be converted by a belief in the truth, or give 
up his work. His influence must tell as a laborer together with God in winning souls to Christ, or 
his credentials must be taken from him. If he does not change, he will do harm, and only harm. 
{ FE 477.1 } 



In the name of the Lord I would say to the teachers in our schools, Attend to your appointed 
work. You are not called upon by God to engage in politics. “All ye are brethren,” Christ 
declares, “and as one you are to stand under the banner of Prince Emmanuel.” “What doth the 
Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all His ways, and to love 
Him, and to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, to keep the 
commandments of the Lord, and His statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good? ... 
For the Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, 
which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward: He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless 
and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment. Love ye therefore the 
stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God; Him shalt 
thou serve, and to Him shalt thou cleave, and swear by His name. He is thy praise, and He is thy 
God.” { FE 477.2 } 

The Lord has given great light and privileges to His people. “Behold, I have taught you statutes 
and judgments,” He says; “keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your 
understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this 
great nation is a wise and understanding people. For what nation is there so great, who hath God 
so nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we call upon Him for? And what 
nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I have 
set before you this day? Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget 
the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: 
but teach them thy sons, and thy sons’ sons.” { FE 478.1 } 

As a people we are to stand under the banner of Jesus Christ. We are to consecrate ourselves to 
God as a distinct, separate, and peculiar people. He speaks to us, saying, “Incline your ear, and 
come unto Me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David.” “In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far 
from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee. Behold, 
they shall surely gather together, but not by Me: whosoever shall gather together against thee 
shall fall for thy sake.... No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue 
that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of 
the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord.” { FE 478.2 } 

I call upon my brethren who are appointed to educate, to change their course of action. It is a 
mistake for you to link your interests with any political party, to cast your vote with them or for 
them. Those who stand as educators, as ministers, as laborers together with God in any line, have 
no battles to fight in the political world. Their citizenship is in heaven. The Lord calls upon 
them to stand as separate and peculiar people. He would have no schisms in the body of 
believers. His people are to possess the elements of reconciliation. Is it their work to make 
enemies in the political world?—No, no. They are to stand as subjects of Christ’s kingdom, 
bearing the banner on which is inscribed, “The commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 
They are to carry the burden of a special work, a special message. We have a personal 
responsibility, and this is to be revealed before the heavenly universe, before angels, and before 
men. God does not call upon us to enlarge our influence by mingling with society, by linking up 
with men on political questions, but by standing as individual parts of His great whole, with 
Christ as our head. Christ is our Prince, and as His subjects we are to do the work appointed us 
by God. { FE 478.3 } 

It is of the highest importance that the youth understand that Christ’s people are to be united in 
one; for this unity binds men to God by the golden cords of love, and lays each one under 
obligation to work for his fellow men. The Captain of our salvation died for the human race that 



men might be made one with Him and with each other. As members of the human family we are 
individual parts of one mighty whole. No soul can be made independent of the rest. There is to 
be no party strife in the family of God; for the well-being of each is the happiness of the whole. 
No partition walls are to be built up between man and man. Christ as the great center must unite 
all in one. { FE 479.1 } 

Christ is our teacher, our ruler, our strength, our righteousness; and in Him we are pledged to 
shun any course of action that will cause schism. The questions at issue in the world are not to be 
the theme of our conversation. We are to call upon the world to behold an uplifted Saviour, 
through whom we are made necessary to one another and to God. Christ trains His subjects to 
imitate His virtues, His meekness and lowliness, His goodness, patience, and love. Thus He 
consecrates heart and hand to His service, making man a channel through which the love of God 
can flow in rich currents to bless others. Then let there be no shade of strife among Seventh-day 
Adventists. The Saviour invites every soul, “Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is 
light.” He who approaches nearest to the perfection of Christ’s divine benevolence causes joy 
among the heavenly angels. The Father rejoices over him with singing; for is he not working in 
the spirit of the Master, one with Christ as He is one with the Father? { FE 479.2 } 

In our periodicals we are not to exalt the work and characters of men in positions of influence, 
constantly keeping human beings before the people. But as much as you please you may uplift 
Christ our Saviour. “We all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory [from character to character], even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord.” Those who love and serve God are to be the light of the world, shining amid 
moral darkness. But in the places which have been given the greatest light, where the gospel has 
been preached the most, the people—fathers, mothers, and children—have been moved by a 
power from beneath to unite their interests with worldly projects and enterprises. { FE 480.1 } 

Great blindness is upon the churches, and the Lord says to His people, “What agreement hath 
the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” { FE 480.2 } 

The condition of being received into the Lord’s family is coming out from the world, 
separating from all its contaminating influences. The people of God are to have no connection 
with idolatry in any of its forms. They are to reach a higher standard. We are to be distinguished 
from the world, and then God says, “I will receive you as members of My royal family, children 
of the heavenly King.” As believers in the truth we are to be distinct in practice from sin and 
sinners. Our citizenship is in heaven. { FE 481.1 } 

We should realize more clearly the value of the promises God has made to us, and appreciate 
more deeply the honor He has given us. God can bestow no higher honor upon mortals than to 
adopt them into His family, giving them the privilege of calling Him Father. There is no 
degradation in becoming children of God. “My people shall know My name,” the Lord declares; 
“therefore they shall know in that day that I am He that doth speak: behold, it is I.” The Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth. “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; 
that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice 
together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring again 



Zion.” { FE 481.2 } 
Why is so much attention given to human agencies, while there is so little reaching up of the 

mind to the eternal God? Why are those who claim to be children of the heavenly King so 
absorbed in the things of this world? Let the Lord be exalted. Let the word of the Lord be 
magnified. Let human beings be placed low, and let the Lord be exalted. Remember that earthly 
kingdoms, nations, monarchs, statesmen, counselors, great armies, and all worldly magnificence 
and glory are as the dust of the balance. God has a reckoning to make with all nations. Every 
kingdom is to be brought low. Human authority is to be made as naught. Christ is the King of the 
world, and His Kingdom is to be exalted. { FE 481.3 } 

The Lord desires all who bear the message for these last days to understand that there is a great 
difference between professors of religion who are not doers of the word, and the children of God, 
who are sanctified through the truth, who have that faith that works by love and purifies the soul. 
The Lord speaks of those who claim to believe the truth for this time, yet see nothing 
inconsistent in their taking part in politics, mingling with the contending elements of these last 
days, as the circumcised who mingle with the uncircumcised, and He declares that He will 
destroy both classes together without distinction. They are doing a work that God has not set 
them to do. They dishonor God by their party spirit and contention, and He will condemn both 
alike. { FE 482.1 } 

The question may be asked, Are we to have no union whatever with the world? The word of 
the Lord is to be our guide. Any connection with infidels and unbelievers which would identify 
us with them is forbidden by the word. We are to come out from them and be separate. In no case 
are we to link ourselves with them in their plans or work. But we are not to live reclusive lives. 
We are to do worldlings all the good we possibly can. Christ has given us an example of this. 
When invited to eat with publicans and sinners, He did not refuse; for in no other way than by 
mingling with them could He reach this class. But on every occasion He gave them talents of 
words and influence. He opened up themes of conversation which brought things of eternal 
interest to their minds. And this Teacher enjoins us, “Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” On the temperance 
question take your position without wavering. Be as firm as a rock. Be not partakers of other 
men’s sins. Acts of dishonesty in business deal, with believers or unbelievers, should be 
reproved; and if they give no evidence of reformation, come out from among them and be 
separate. { FE 482.2 } 

There is a large vineyard to be cultivated; but while Christians are to work among unbelievers, 
they are not to appear like worldlings. They are not to spend their time talking politics or acting 
as politicians; for by so doing, they give the enemy opportunity to come in and cause variance 
and discord. Those in the ministry who desire to stand as politicians should have their credentials 
taken from them; for this work God has not given to high or low among His people. God calls 
upon all who minister in doctrine to give the trumpet a certain sound. All who have received 
Christ, ministers and lay members, are to arise and shine; for great peril is right upon us. Satan is 
stirring the powers of earth. Everything in the world is in confusion. God calls upon His people 
to hold aloft the banner bearing the message of the third angel. We are not to go to Christ through 
any human being, but through Christ we are to understand the work He has given us to do for 
others. { FE 483.1 } 

God calls to His people, saying, “Come out from among them, and be ye separate.” He asks 
that the love which He has shown for them may be reciprocated and revealed by willing 
obedience to His commandments. His children are to separate themselves from politics, from 
any alliance with unbelievers. They are not to link their interests with the interests of the 



world. “Give proof of your allegiance to Me” He says, “by standing as My chosen heritage, as a 
people zealous of good works.” Do not take part in political strife. Separate from the world, and 
refrain from bringing into the church or school ideas that will lead to contention or disorder. 
Dissension is the moral poison taken into the system by human beings who are selfish. God 
wants His servants to have clear perceptions, true and noble dignity, that their influence may 
demonstrate the power of truth. The Christian life is not to be a haphazard, emotional life. True 
Christian influence, exerted for the accomplishment of the work God has appointed, is a precious 
agency, and it must not be united with politics, or bound up in a confederacy with unbelievers. 
God is to be the center of attraction. Every mind that is worked by the Holy Spirit will be 
satisfied with Him. { FE 483.2 } 

God calls upon the teachers in our schools not to become interested in the study of political 
questions. Take the knowledge of God into our schools. Your attention may be called to worldly 
wise men, who are not wise enough to understand what the Scriptures say in regard to the laws 
of God’s kingdom; but turn from these to Him who is the source of all wisdom. Seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness. Make this first and last. Seek most earnestly to know 
Him whom to know aright is life eternal. Christ and His righteousness is the salvation of the 
soul. Teach the little children what obedience and submission means. In our schools science, 
literature, painting, and music, and all that the world’s learning can teach are not to be made first. 
Let the knowledge of Him in whom our eternal life is centered come first. Plant in the hearts of 
the students that which will adorn the character and fit the soul, through sanctification of the 
Spirit, to learn lessons from the greatest Teacher the world has ever known. Thus students will be 
fitted to be heirs of the kingdom of God.—June 16, 1899. { FE 484.1 } 

. . . the remedy did not lie in merely human and external measures. To be efficient, the cure 
must reach men individually, and must regenerate the heart. {DA 509.3}

. . . The enemy moves upon his servants to propose measures that would greatly impede the 
work of God; { GC 610.3}

. . . When the National Reformers began to urge measures to restrict religious liberty, {5T 
712.1}

   But today in the religious world there are multitudes who, as they believe, are working for the 
establishment of the kingdom of Christ as an earthly and temporal dominion. They desire to 
make our Lord the ruler of the kingdoms of this world, the ruler in its courts and camps, its 
legislative halls, its palaces and market places. They expect Him to rule through legal 
enactments, enforced by human authority. Since Christ is not now here in person, they 
themselves will undertake to act in His stead, to execute the laws of His kingdom. The 
establishment of such a kingdom is what the Jews desired in the days of Christ. They would have 
received Jesus, had He been willing to establish a temporal dominion, to enforce what they 
regarded as the laws of God, and to make them the expositors of His will and the agents of His 
authority. But He said, "My kingdom is not of this world." John 18:36. He would not accept the 
earthly throne. {DA 509.2}{GC 587.1; 588.3—for a millennium}{5T 712.1; 714-715.1}{GC 
603.2} {TM 366.1} {2SP 14.1} 

Note: The Objector will say, The powers are ordained of God Rom. 13:1. God has given to 
man the right to self governance, but does this mean that God chose Nero or Diocleation or 
Hitler Ps. 75:7; Dan. 2:21? NO! There is such a thing as consent. Rom. 6:16 Know ye not, that to 
whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin 



unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 
But the history of Isreal was a religious nation. Yes, God was their King-President. But what 

happened 1Sam. 8:5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: 
now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. 6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when 
they said, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the Lord. 7 And the Lord said 
unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have 
not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them. . . . 12:17 Is it 
not wheat harvest to day? I will call unto the Lord, and he shall send thunder and rain; that ye 
may perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which ye have done in the sight of the 
Lord, in asking you a king.

   John 6:15 When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to 
make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone. . . 18:36 Jesus answered, My 
kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, 
that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. Hey. 11:10 
For he (Abraham) looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
John 14:2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 2Tim. 2:3 Thou therefore 
endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No man that warreth entangleth himself 
with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.
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Ex. 20:19 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak 
with us, lest we die.

1Sam. 8:5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make 
us a king to judge us like all the nations. Matt. 20:25,26; John 18:36.

12:12 And when ye saw that Nahash the king of the children of Ammon came against you, ye 
said unto me, Nay; but a king shall reign over us: when the LORD your God was your king. 
Note Or when the Lord your God was your Judge.
12:13 Now therefore behold the king whom ye have chosen, and whom ye have desired! and, 
behold, the LORD hath set a king over you. See Due. 17:14-17; 1Kings 11:3*
12:17  Is it not wheat harvest to day? I will call unto the LORD, and he shall send thunder and 
rain; that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which ye have done in the 
sight of the LORD, in asking you a king.

John. 19:14 And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith 
unto the Jews, Behold your King!
19:15 But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, 
Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
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   Notice the implications that they he, the king would set the standard, interpreter of the duty that 
would judge them, and not God. This is the snare to which ego and rebellion has opened the 
door. That men would look to man. Smooth things, then it is to the OT Jews and pagans. 
Nebuchadnezzar directed worship and commanded all to acknowledge his Golden image, and 
later the forced worship of the true. The history of Kings in Israel and Judah at times, as this 
natural progression shows, introduced other forms of worship, exposing the original intent, 
that they, not God, nor priests or prophets were the religious authority, while feigning to follow 
God. This principle was corrupt at its beginning, Imaging those Nations around them. See 
1Sam. 13:9,12,13; 15:10,11,22,23,24. also Ahab and Jezebel—“Like all the nations” around 
them. 

They (Jews) did not seek redemption from sin, but deliverance from the Romans. They looked 
for the Messiah to come as a conqueror, to break the oppressor's power, and exalt Israel to 
universal dominion. Thus the way was prepared for them to reject the Saviour. {DA 29.4}

   See Bible Church and State, Two Servants, 


