9 Sidgns of the Times.
""\1‘6
‘}?EEOR what did Christ censure the Jewish people ?

5 450 ye hyporrites, ye can discern the face of the sky ; but can ye wof discern
\E.” the signs of the fimes 70 Mait. 1613,

2. What sign had Isaiah given by which Christ might be known as
the Messiah ?
“ Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign : Behold, o wingin shald con-
ceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”  Isa. 7:14.

3- Was this fulfilled ?

** Now all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord
by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring
forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel.”*  Matt. 1 : 22, 23.

4. Where had the prophet said Christ should be born ?

« But thou, Sethfeheme Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of

Judah, yet ouf of thee shall he come fordk unto me that is to be ruler in Is-
rael.”  Micah §:2.

5. Where was Christ born ?
* Jesus was born in Setdlefen of Fodea.” Matt. 2:1.

6. What had been predicted of his ride into Jerusalem ?

“ Rejoice greatly, O danghter of Zion ; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem; behold,
thy King cometh unto thee ; he is just, and having salvation ; fenny, and ria
fogr sipons an ass, and upon @ coff the foal of an a5 Zech. gig.

7. Was this fulfilled ?

“ AL this was done fhat i might be fulfiffed which was spoden by the prophet,
gaying, Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee,
meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.”* Matt. 21 : 1—qg.

8. Did the believers of these and other evidences of his Messiahship,
expect a sign of his second coming ?

# And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately,
saying, Tell us, when shall these things be ? and wlaf shali be the sipn of iy
comring, and of the end of the world 7™ Matt, 24¢ 3.
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16. How will the message of the Lord’s coming be generally treated ?

“ Knowing this first, that there sdadf come in the fast days seaffers, walking after their
own lusts, and saping, Wihere iz the promise of ks coming # for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the
creation.”” 2 Peter 3: 3, 4.

17. What will God's faithful servants be doing at this time ?

“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over
his household, 1o g7oe fheme meead fn diee season #7° Matt, 24 £ 45,

NoTE. — The “meat in doe season™ here spoken of can refer to nothing else
than a proclamation of the signs which indicate the near approach of the
Lord. The preaching of these is evidently what causes scoffers mockingly o
ask, Where is the promise of his coming #

18. What are all admonished to do when these signs have appeared?

i Therefore de ye afie ready ¢ for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man
cometh.””  Mait. 24 : 44.

19. What will be done to those evil ones who say in their hearts that
the Lord delays his coming ?

“The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and
in an hour that he is not aware of, and shall et Sim asunder, and appoint
Aime bix porion with the hypocriter ¢ there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” Matt. 24 : 50, 5I.

——

E know not the hour of the Master’s appearing,
~= Yet signs all foretell that the moment is ncar’ulg
When he shall return, — *tis a promise most cheering, —
But we know mot the hour.

There's light for the wise who are seeking salvation,

There's truth in the book of the Lord's revelation,

Each prophecy points to the great consummation, —
But we know not the hour, :

We'll watch and we'll pray, with our lamps trimmed and burning,
We'll work and we'll wait till the Master's returning,
We'll sing and rejoice, every omen discerning, —

But we know not the hour.
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9. How does Luke record our Saviour's answer to this query ?

“* And there shali be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon
the earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; the sea and the waves roaring ;
men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which
are coming on the earth.” Luke 21 :25, 26,

1o. What is said of these signs by an Old Testament prophet ?
Y And S wdlf shotwe soonders in the keavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and
pillars of smoke, The suw shali & furned fnde darkness, and the moon inte
dfoed, before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come.”  Joel 2 : 30, 31.

11. Have the sun and moon been darkened in fulfillment of these pre-
dictions ? — They have, as stated in the following —

NOTES. — ** But especially T mention that tesderfud dardness on the 1g9th of May
inst. [1780]. Then, a8 in our text, the sun was darkened ; such a darkness
as probably was never known befo™ since the crucifixion of our Lord.  People
left their work in the house and in the field. Travelers stopped ; schools broke
up at eleven o'clock ; people lighted candles at noonday ; and the fire shone
ag at night. Some people, I have been told, were in dismay, and thought
whether the day of judgment was not drawing on. A great part of the fol-
lowing night, also, was singularly dark., The moen, fhough fn the full, gove
ne fight, as in our text.”” — Frome @ manuscripd sermon by Rev. Elame Potter,
defiverad May 28, ryfo.

“The 1gth of May, 1780, was a remarkadly dark aay. Candles were
lighted in many houses. The binds were silent, and disappeared. The fowls
retired to roost. It was the geweral opinion that the day of judgment was at
hand. The Legislature of Connecticut was in scssion at Hartford, but being
unable to transact business, n:l]aurm:d."—-—!‘r.-:. Lraudght, in Conn, fisterical
Collections,

My father and mother, who were pious, thought the day of judgment
was near.  They sat up that night, during the latter part of which they said
the darkness disappeared, and then the sky seemed as usual, fnf 25 moom,
wwliieh wwas al its full, had the appearance of bood,"" — Mife Bestwick,

Herschel, the great astronomer, says: *The dark day in Northern
America was one of those wonderful phenomena of nature which will always
be read with interest, but which philosophy is at a loss to explain.™

12. Has there been a display of falling stars that would meet the
specifications predicted ? X

The celebrated astronomer and meteorologist, Prof. Olmstead, of Yale College,
says : *“ Those who were so fortunate as to witness the exhibition of shooting
stars on the morning of Nov. 13, 1833, probably saw the gregtest display of
celestinl fire-works that has ever been sinee the creation of the world, or at
least within the annals covered by the pages of history, . . . The extent of
the shower of 1833 was such as to cover no inconsiderable part of the earth’s
surface. . . . This is no longer to be regarded as a terrestrial, but ag a
celestial, phenomenon ; and shooting stars are now to be no more viewed as
casual productions of the upper regions of the atmosphere, but as s@sifanss
frome other wrorlds, or from the planetary veids." Sce reading on “ Qur
Lord's Great Prophecy,” p. 35.



BIBLE RERDINGS.

13. What may be said with reference to the late unusual ocean

tempests ?

Burnet, in his * Sacred Theory of the Earth,” remarks: *‘Let us then proceed

in our explication of this sign, the roarifig sea and waves, applying it to the
end of the world, I do not look upon this ominous noise of the sea as the
effect of a tempest ; for then it would not strike such terror into the inhabit-
ants of the earth, nor make them apprehensive of some great evil coming upon
the world, as this will do. What proceeds from visible causes, and such as
may happen in & common course of nature, does not so much amaze or
affright us.””

The British Vice-Consul at Arica, Peru, thus describes a tidal wave of which he

was an eye-witness : “ What a sight ! T saw all the vessels in the bay carried
out irresistibly to sea ; anchors and chains were as pack-thread. In a few
minutes the great cutward current stopped, stemmed by a mighty rising wave,
I should judge about fifty feet [15.25-4 meters] high, which came in with an
awfud ‘riesk, carrying everything before it in its terrible majesty, bringing
the shipping with it, sometimes turning in circles, as if striving to elude their
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ous lifetime of the race, since states, nations, and politics, such as history
makes us acquainted with, have had their being.'" — London Spectator.

“ Never was there such activity of invention within the history of mankind
as at the present day." — Phrenological Yournal, April, 1875,

“ There are some problems we have hitherto deemed impaossible ; but are
the mysteries of even the most improbable of them more subtle to grasp than
that of the ocean eable or that of the phonograph or telephone P We talk by
cable with an ocean rolling between ; we speak with our voices to friends a hun-
dred miles or more from where we articulate before the microphone.  Under
the blazing sun of July we produce ice by chemical means, rivaling the most
solid and erystalline production of nature.  Our surgeons praft the skin from
one person’s arm to the face of another, and it adheres, and becomes an
integral portion of the body. We make a mile of white printihg-paper, and
send it on a gpool that a perfect printing-press unwinds and prints, and de-
livers to you, folded and counted, many thousand per hour, Of a verity, this
is the age of invention, nor has the world reached a stopping-place yet,” —
Sefentific American.

fate.* 15. What is predicted of the moral condition of the world in the last
pa
NoTE, — These tidal waves, with the cyclones and tornadoes, have become fear- days

fully frequent of late years, especially in sections where such things were * This know also, that in the Jast days perilous times shall come. For men shall be

never before known.  And fear has seized the dwellers of the earth because
of them, In the Western States of North America, especially, it is very com-
mon for houscholders to have caves close by their dwellings, so that when
peculiarly shaped black clouds, that indicate a cyclone or tornado, appear,
they may fly for safety to these places of refuge.

14. What other sign is to indicate the time of the end ?

¢ But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words and scal the book, even to the time of the

end : many shall run te and fro, and tnowledge shall be increased”  Dan,
121 4.

NoTes.—The increase of knowledge referred to in this text evidently means,

primarily, religions knowledge; but it covers scientific knowledge also.
Since 1799 there have been five great Bible and tract societies organized |
namely, the London Religions Tract Society, the British and Foreign Bible
Society, the American Bible Society, the American Tract Socicty, and the
International Tract Society. From these have gone forth to the world nearly
200,000,000 Bibles, and countless pages of tracts, disseminating knowledge
upon the truths of salvation. Besides these, millions of religious papers are
being circulated in the various countries of the earth. This has all been ac-
complished in the nineteenth century.

“Few phenomena are more remarkable, yet few have been less re-
marked, than the degree to which material civilization — the progress of
mankind in all those contrivances which oil the wheels and promote the
comfort of daily life — has been concentrated in the last half century. Itis
not too much to say that in these respects, more hag been done, richer and
more prolific discoveries have been made, grander achievements have been
realized, in the course of the fifty years of our lifetime, than in all the previ-

lovers of their own selves, covelous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, . . . lovers
of pleasures more than lovers of God ; Aaving a form of godiiness, but deny-
ing the power thereaf 2 Tim. §:11-5.

NoTes. — Rev. T. De Witt Talmage said not long ago: 1 simply state a fact

when I say that in many places the church is surrendering, and the world is
conquering.  Where there is one man brought into the kinpdom of God
throngh Christian instrumentality, there are ten men dragged down by dissi-
pation. . . . There is a mighty host in the Christian church, positively profes-
sing Christianity, who do not believe in the Bible, out and out, in and in, from
the first word of the first verse of the first chapter of the book of Genesis, down
te the last word of the last verse of the last chapter of the book of the Reve-
lation. And when, a few Sabbaths ago, T stood in this pulpit and said, ¢I
fear that some of this andience will be lost for the rejection of Christ,” why,
there were four or five of the daily papers that threw up their hands in sur-
prise at it. Ohl we have magnificent church machinery in this country ; we
have sixty thousand American ministers; we have costly music; we have
great Sunday-schools ; and yet T give you the appalling statistics that in the
last twenty-five years, laying aside last year, the statistics of which I have not
yet seen, — within the last twenty-five years the churches of God in this coun-
try have averaged Jess fhan fwe conversions a year each.  There has been an
average of four or five deaths in the churches. How soon, at that rate, will
this world be brought to God ? We gain 1wo3; we lose four. Eternal God !
what will this come to ? "’

Spurgeon says: “ Reflecting the other day upon the sad state of the
churches at the present moment, I was led to look back to apostolic times,

and 1o consider wherein the preaching of the present day differed from that
of the apostles, **



