The Judgment.

OW many must meet the test of the judgment ?

“1 said in mine heart, God shall judge the sighfeons and the wicked ™
Eccl. 3117,

2. Will any besides the human family be judged ?

“And rhe angels which kept not their firsé estate, but left their own habitation, he
hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the
great day.” Jude 6. Three classes, then, will be judged : the righteous,
the wicked, and the fallen angels.

3- With which class will the judgment begin? — With the righteous.

¥ For the time is come that jedement musd begin al the house of God : and if it
first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of
God "™ 1 Peter 4:17. )

4. Out of what will they be judged ?

“ A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him ; thousand thousands min-
istered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him ;3 f4e
jﬁ'ﬂ’gmem‘ was sef, and the books were opened.”  Dan. 7 : 10,

NoTE. — As soon as a person accepts Christ, his name is entered in the Lamb's
book of life, and he is then a candidate for eternal life; but his works,
whether good or evil, are recorded in the books of remembrance. So when
we say that the judgment begins with the righteous, —the * house of God,"
— we understand that it begins with those who, when living, professed to be
Christ’s followers.
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5. Will there be a resurrection of a/f thé dead ?

“ For the hour is coming in the which aff that are in ke graves shall hear his
voice, and shall come forth ; they that have done good, unto the resurrection
of life ; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.*
John 5:28, 29; Acts 24:15.

6. What first occurs when the voice of Christ is heard ?

4 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God ; and fhe dead in Christ shall rise
Sirse.* 1 Thess, 4116,

7. In what condition are the saints when raised from the dead?

# For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorvuptible, and we
shall e changed.” 1 Cor. 15:52. They are not first raised, and afterward
made immortal ; but they are immortal when they rise.

8. Are the righteous and the wicked raised together?

« And I saw the souls of them that were Sebeaded for the witness of Jesus, and for
the word of God, and which had not worshiped the beast, neither his image,
neither had received his mark upen their foreheads, or in their hands § awd fhey
fived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. Sus the rest of the dead lived
sat again wntil the thonsand years were finished. This is the first resurrec-
tion.”” Rev. 20:4, §-

0. Why have these been separated from the others before the voice
of Christ is heard ?

« Rt they which shall be accounted worihy fo cbiain that world, and e resurree
tiom from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage.” Luke 20:35.
NoTE. —The fact that the saints are raised Fwcerrupfible, and that they are
separated from, and raised one thousand years béfore, the wicked, shows that
the judgment, which decides who will be saved and who lost, takes place
before the resurrection, and not after it; for in the latter ease, alf would be
raised together, and the separation would take place affermard. It is plain,
then, that those who come up in the first resurrection must prezvionsy be * ac-
counted worthy ** of that honor,

10. What takes place with the Zzsng righteous at the second advent?
¢ Behold, T show you a mystery : e shall nof all slecp, but we shall all be changed,

fn @ smoment, in Ghe tdnkiing of an eye, af the fosf fromp®' 1 Cor 15151,
523 I Thess. 4: 16, 17.

11. Why are these separated from among the living wicked, and thus

changed ?

s Watch ve therefore, and pray afways, thal ye may fe acconnted wordfy to escape
all these things that shall come to pass, and fo stand defore the Son of man.”
Luke 21 : 36.

12. How far will this investigation of cases extend ?
“ For God shall bring every wwork into judgment, with every secred thing, whether
it be good, or whether it be evil.”  Eccl. 12 :14; Matt. 12: 36, 37.
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13. When and where are the open and the secret things recorded ?

“Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another ; and the Lord heard-
enedy and fheard ity and a book of remembrance was writien before him for them
that feared the Lord, and that thought upen his name.” Mal. 3:16;
Rev. zo:12.

14. By whom is this record made ?

4 Suffer not thy mouth to canse thy flesh to sin ; nefther say thou before the angel,
that it was an error ; wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy
the work of thine hands ? **  Eccl. 5:6; Matt. 18: 10,

15. Who opens the judgment, and presides over it?

[ beheld till the thrones were cast down [ pleced, Rev. Ver.], and the Anciens of
days did sif. . . . A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him
thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thou-
sand stood before him; the fudpment was sely and the books were apered.’”
Dan. 7:9, 10,

16. Who minister to the Lord, and assist in the judgment ?

# Thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before him.” Dan. 7:10. * And I beheld, and £ deard the voice of
nrany angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders; and the
number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thou-
sands."" Rev. g:or.

17. Who else is brought before the Father at this time ?

“1 saw in the night visions, and, behold, ene fbe the Som of man came with
the clouds of heaven, and canee fo the Ancient of days, and hey brought him
near before Aim' Dan. 7:13.

18. What is Christ’s special work there before the Father and his
angels ?
¢ 1le that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment ; and T will not
Ilot out his name out of the book of life, but £ wild confess A mame before
ney Fatker, and defore Ais angeis,” Rev. 3:5.

NoTE. — We have learned that during this judgment scene the dead are still in
their graves. The record of each one's life, however, is in the books in
heaven, and by that record their characters are well known. These records
were made by the angels, who are there to present them as the names of those
who have professed to be Christ’s followers are called from the book of life.
Fev. 2o0:12. Christ is also there to appear in behalf of those who have
chogen him as their advocate. [ John z:1. He presents his blood, as he
appeals for their sins to be blotted from the books of remembrance.  Mal, 3:16.
Those sins of which they had repented were forgfes when they confessed
them (Acts 3 : 19-21) ; but they could not be &foffed and until by a final ex-
amination of their life record it shonld be known that they had repented of
all their sins, fnd were final overcomers.  If this is the case, then their names
are confessed in the judgment.  But if it is seen that though running well for
a.time (Gal. §5:7), they did not overcome, then instead of confessing their
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names before the Father and hiz angels, and blotting ont their sins, Christ
will blot out their names from the book of life. Rev. 3:5. As the ploce of
judgment is in heaven, where the throne of God is, and as Christ is present in
person, it conclusively follows that the sesé of judgment is also in heaven,
Al are judged by the record of their livez, and thus answer for the deeds done
in the body. Tt is easy to see that such a work will not only decide forever
the cases of the dead, but will also close the probation of all who are living,
after which Christ will come to take to himself those who are found to be
loyal to him.

19. Where will Christ receive his kingdom ?
e And there was given him doeminion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people,
nations, and languages, should serve him." Dan. 7:14; Luke 1g9: 12, 153
Rev. 11:15.
20. When he comes to earth, what title will he bear ?

¢ And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King of Kings, and
Lord of lords.”  Kev. Ig: 16,

21. What will be his mission to the earth?

“ For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels ; and
then he shall reward etrery san aecording fo &is works,”'  Matt, 16: 27 ; Rev,
22:13.

. Where will the Saviour take his people ?

LE]
L&

“TIn ey Father's kouse are many mansions 2 if it were not so, I would have told
you. I goto prepare a place for you, And if I go and prepare a place for
you, Faeill come again, and receive youw wnte myself ; that where I am, there
ye may be also.” John 14:2, 3.

3. During the one thousand years that intervene between the two res-
urrections, what will the saints do ?

 And I saw thrones, and they saf wpon dhem, and judpment was given unte them !
and T saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and
for the word of God, and which had not worshiped the beast, neither his im-
age, neither had received his mark upon their forcheads, or in their hands ;
asd they fved and reigned [in the sense of judging] with Clrist a thensand
years.'' Bev. zo0: 4.

24. Who will thus be judged by the saints ?

“ Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the worfd [the wicked] ? and if the
world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters #
Know ye not that sue shadd fudge angels # how muck more things that periain
fo this life 1 Cor. 6:2, 3; Dan. 7:21, 22.

NoTE. — As the names of the wicked were not found in the book of life at the
time of the investigative judgment, before the second coming of Christ, it was
known that they were not **waorthy " of eternal life ; but the degree of punish-
ment that they should receive is left for Chrizt and his saints to decide during
the one thousand years before the second resurrection.  The wicked angels,
also, are to be judged at this time, in the same manner.
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25. When will the saints judge the world ?
* Therefore fudge nothing before the tine, suntil the Lovd come’ 1 Cor 4:5.

26. How will the decisions of the saints be executed ?

“ And oot of his [Christ's] mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite
the nations ; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron : and he treadeth the
wine-press of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.” Rev. 19: 15,

27. Why is the execufion of the judgment thus given to Christ ?

¢ For as the Father hath life in himself, so hath he given to the Son to have life in
himself ; and hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he
is the Son of man.” John 5 = 26, 27.

z8. How will the opening of the investigative judgment be made
known to the world ? .

“ And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gos-
pel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kin-
dred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give
plory fo &kin ; for the howr of his fudgment @5 cone.” Rev. 1416, 7.

NoTE. — It is seen that there are two phases of the judgment brought to view in
the Scriptures, — the investigative and the executive. The investigative judg-
ment takes place in heaven before Christ comes, in ordér o ascertain who are
waorthy te be raised in the first resurrection, at his coming, and who among
the living are * accounted worthy ™ to be changed in the “ twinkling of an
eye," at the sounding of the last trump. It is necessary, therefore, for the
investigative judgment to take place before the second advent, as there will
be no opportunity for such a work to be done between the coming of Christ
and the raising of the righteous dead, who are to be clothed with immortality
in the act of rising from the grave. The executive judgment on the wicked
occurs after the extent of punishment which they are to receive has heen de-
cided by the saints who were raised to sit on thrones of judgment (Rev. 20:
4, 5) during the thousand years. 1 Cor, 6:1-3. The investigative judgment
iz that which is announced to the world by the angel's message of Rev. 14:
6, 7. For the time when the announcement of this message is due to the

world, see reading on ** The First Angel's Message,”" p. o8.
—i—

HOU Judge of quick and dead,
SF Before whose bar severe,
With holy joy or guilty dread,
We all shall soon appear, —
Cur cautioned souls prepare
For that tremendous day
And fill us now with watchful care,
And stir us up to pray.

CHABLES WESLEY.



