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15. As late as a. n. 65, what was one test applied by the apostle to
determine whether a widow was worthy to be taken into a
certain circle ?

“If she have brought up children, if she have lodged strangers, §f sbe fove
washed the saints' feef, if she have relieved the afflicted, if she have dili-
gently followed every good work.” 1 Tim. 5:10. In the Oriental act of
hospitality, water must be brought for any guest, whether saint or not. The
Christian ordinance is celebrated by believers only.

16. How does Christ regard an act performed toward the humblest of
his disciples ?

“ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye dave

done 1 wnte me""  Matl. 25 : 40,

Nores, — Mr, C. Schmidt, Prof. of Theology of Strasburg, Alsace, France (now
Germany), in his “ History and Doctrine of the Sect of the Cathares, or
Albigenses,”” page 26, says: * They had adopted the custom of washing one
another’s feet, in imitation of the example of the Saviour, who had washed
the feet of his disciples, to give them a lesson of humility.” With reference
to the practice of Calvin and his associates, in the opening of the French
Feformation, see * History of the Reformation in the time of Calvin,’ vol.
3, page 400,

The ordinance of feet-washing was evidently instituted to correct that
natural disposition of the human heart —ambition for power and place. If
carried out, the ceremony would do much toward uniting hearts in Christian
fellowship. It would be a severe and homiliating test for the proud-spirited
and the domineering ; and for this reason the Saviour chose this ceremony to
show to all his followers that they were only servanés of Christ and of one
another. How fitting, too, that it should be instituted and celebrated prior
to, yet in connection with, the Lord®s supper, thus preparing each participant
to come properly to the table of the Lord !

4 The Ordinance of Bumilily.
P
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,.17_:‘ 5T the last passover, what did the Saviour say to his disciples?

r;;‘,} “*And he said unto them, Wik desive £ bave desired o eat $his passover
&y with you before I suffer; for I say unto you, S wilf sef any sore cat thereof,

until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”  Luke 2z : 15, 16

2. What spirit was manifested by the disciples on that occasion ?

“© And there wws alre a strife awmony them, whick of theme showdid be acconniand the
preafest,”  Yerse 24.

3. How did Christ rebuke the disciples ?

** And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordzhip over them
ancd they that exercize authority upon them are called henefactors.  Aws re
shall mot de so 0 but fe that {5 greafest anony you, fet M be as the younger ¢
and he that is chief, as he that doth serve.”  Verses 25, 26. .

4. What did the Saviour say of his own position ?
% For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? Tz not he
that sitteth at meat # but £ o amony yore a5 be fhat servec.”  Verse 27,
5. With such knowledge of his own power and authority, what ex-
cellent example did Christ give of his humility ?
¢ Ie riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments ; and took a towel, and girded

himself, Afier that he poureth water into a basin, and fegen fo novxb the ofised-
ples® feef, and 1o wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.”  John

I3t 4 5
6. On approaching Peter, what did that disciple say ?
“ Then cometh he to Simon Peter; and Peter saith unte him, Lord, ofosé fhow sk
my feef £ Verse 6.
7. And what was the reply ?
¥ Jesus answered and said wite him, et Fde fhen Enotoes? nei mew ; bul thou
shalt know hereafter.” Verse 7.

NoTes. — From the request of Peter and the reply of the Lord, it is evident that
this mode of procedure was something new. _Iad they Leen simply carrying
out an Oriental custom of feet-washing, it would have bLeen attended to
when they first entered the house, hefnre engaging in the passover,
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“ As sandals were ineffectual against the dust and heat of an Eastern
climate, waghing the feet on emfering a house was an act both of respect to
the company and of refreshment to the traveler." — Cemplete Dictionary of
the Bible, by Smitk and Barnum, art. Washing the Hands and Feel.

8. How did Peter feel about submitting to the Saviour's proposal ?

i Peter saith unto him, o shalt never wwash my feef.  Jesus answered him, 1f T
wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.”  Verse 8.

g. Learning that his salvation depended oh his submission to Christ,
what did Peter then wish done ?
s Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, S afre my hands and my
Aead"  Verse g
1o. Was this really necessary ? .
“ Jesus saith to him, He that is washed seedeth mof save [only] fo weash bis feetf,
but is clean every whit: and ve are clean, but not all.”*  Verse 10,
NoTES. — The idea here is, that since they were all ceremonially clean by bath-
ing, before partaking of the passover, according to the Jewish law (Num. g;
2 Chron, 30; John 18:28), they did not need to bathe in order to be clean,
The ceremony of feet-washing was an example of humility, set by Christ.

i He that is washed, — That is, he who has been in the bath, as probably
all the apostles had lately been, in order to prepare themselves the better for
the paschal solemnity ; for on that occasion it was the custom of the Jews to
bathe twice." — A. Clarke, on Fohn 17 ro.

“ Our Saviour, affer his last supper, gave a striking lesson of humility by
washing his disciples’ feet (John 13:5, 6), though the eighth verse shows
that he had also o deeper meaning." — Dictionary of the Holy Bible, by the
Amerivan Tract Seciety, art. Fool.

r1. After performing the ceremony, what did Christ say had been his
object ? .
“For [ kave given you an example, that ye should do as T have done to you."
John 13:15.
12z. What did he say they should therefore do to one another ?
* Ye call me Master and Lord : and ye say well; for 5o T am. If I then, your
Lord and Master, have washed your feet, ye afte ought fo wash one anetfer's
feel.’  John 13:13, 14
13. What promise is vouchsafed to those who carry out this or-
dinance ? '
“If ye know these things, happy [Greek, &fessed] are ye if ye do them."
Yerse 17.
14. How was the Oriental custom of feet-washing invariably con-
ducted ?
“Let a little water, T pray you, be fetched, emd mwsh your feef, and rest
yourselves under the tree.” Gen. 18:4; 19:2; Judges 1g:21; 2 Sam. 11:
8; Luke 7:44. It was always done by the guests themsclves, and not by
the host. This was probably one reason why Peter did not understand what
the Saviour's ceremony meant, and why he at first refused to submit to it.



