As when in silence vernal snowers
Descend and cheer the Minting fowers,
Sa, in the secrecy of love,

Falls the sweet infuence from above.

WorR of the Boly Spirit.

A HAT is the first work the Bible ascribes to the Spirit of God ?

- ““And the earth was without form, and void : and darkness was upon the
% face cf the deep. And the Spirit of God moved wpon the fuce of the
waters,’ Gen. :2.

NoTe. —The original word for “moved" *expresses that tremulous motion
made by the hen while either fasehing her eggs or fostering her young.™ —
D, A, Clarke,

2. By what power did Christ work miracles ?

“ But if T cast out devils &y the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come
unto you."'  Matt. 12 28,

3- To what is his resurrection asecribed ?

“ For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but guickened by the Spirie.
1 Peter 3 : 18,

4. How is conviction produced in the mind of the sinner ?

“ And when he [the Spirit] is come, &e soild reprove the world of sin, and of right-
eousness, and of judgment.”  John 16 :8; Gen. 6:3.

5. What office does the Spirit perform for the Christian ?

“* And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you amether Comforfer, that he
may abide with you forever.” John 14 : 16,

6. What other work does the Spirit perform ?

** God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through semesificartion af the
Spirid and belief of the truth," 2 Thess. z:13.

7. What is the word of God said to be ?

** And take the helmet of salvation, and #he swpord af the Spirit, which is the word
of God."” Eph. 6:17.
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8. In what manner did the Spirit make known the word ?

# For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man : b boly men af God
spake as fhey were moved by the foly Ghost.,” 2 Peter 1 :21.
9. In what manner did the Lord speak to these holy men?

¢ After these things the word of the Lord come snée Abdram in & vision, saying,
Fear not, Abram : T am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” Gen.
15:1; MNum. 12:6; Tsa. 1:1; Ese. 1:1.

1o. Was this gift of the Spirit to be confined mostly to the time of the
Old Testament ?

“ And 2 shall come to pass aftermard, that Twill pour out my Spirit upon all flesh :
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see visions."  Joel 2 : 28,

11. How did Peter by inspiration render this term affermward 7

“ And it shall come to pass fn the fosé days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit
upon all flesh : and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.”  Acts
21T

12. What does Paul call the Spirit?

“In whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that fofy Spiric of
promize.” Eph. 1:13.

13. Why was it thus designated ?

¢ Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye& now

see and hear.” Acts2:33; 1:4, 5.
14. Why did Jesus say it was necessary for him to go unto the Father ?

“For if I go not away, fhe Comforter will nof come unie you ; but if 1 depart, 1
will send him unto you.””  John 16:7.

15. Were the gifts of the Spirit referred to in this promise ?

“ Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and
gave gifts unto men." Eph. 4 :8,

16. What were these gifts?

“ And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers.”  Verse 11.

17. Were all these gifts by the same Spirit?
* Now there are diversitics of gifts, but the same Spirit." 1 Cor. 12:4, 8-11.

18. What commission did Christ give to his disciples?

“* And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature.”  Mark 16 : 15,
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19. Why did they not proceed immediately to that work ?

* And, behold, T send the promise of my Father upon you : faf farry e i the city
af Ferusalem, unti! ye be endued with powwer from on kigh™ Luke 24:49;
Actg 1:8.

zo. How long did Jesus promise to be with those who preach the
gospel ? ;

# Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever T have commanded you : and,
lo, I am with you alway, suen nnfe Lhe end of the worfa < Matt. 28 : 20,
Note, —1It is very certain that the Lord did not design to have his gospel
preached without the aid of the Holy Spirit, the gifts of which he placed in
the church (1 Cor. 12 : 28), there to remain as long as his commission 1o men
shall last. Acts2:38, 39; Eph. g4:11-13. This subject is continued in the
following reading.

-

FOR that flame of living fire
Which shone so bright in saints of old ;
Which bade their souls to heaven aspire,
Calm in distress, in danger bold !

Where is that spirit, Lord, which dwelt -
In Abram's breast, and sealed him thine ?
Which made Paul's heart with sorrow melt,
And glow with energy divine # —

That spirit which from age to age

Froclaimed thy love, and taught thy ways ?
BErightened Isaiah's vivid page,

And breathed in David's hallowed lays ?

Is not thy grace as mighty now
As when Elijah felt jts power ?
When glory beamed from Moses® brow,
Or Job endured the trying hour ?

Remember, Lord, the ancient days ;
Eenew thy work, thy grace restore §
And while to thee our hearts we raise,
Cmn us thy Holy Spirit pour.
Wk, ¥, BRTRURST,



